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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. /03 5%

I NTRODUCED BY SM TH, LLOYD, ORLANDO AND ROVANELLI, MAY 7, 1979

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON, MAY 7, 1979
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AN ACT
To provide for the safety and confort of passengers on public
conveyances; to provide for the security of public passenger
termnals; to prohibit disorderly conduct board public
conveyances; to authorize the renoval of disorderly or

i nt oxi cat ed passengers from public conveyances or term nals;

to prohibit the possession of explosives or deadly weapons on

publ i c conveyances or in public termnals; to authorize

enf orcenent provisions of this act by personnel operating

publ i ¢ conveyances; and to provide penalties for violations

of this act.

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly finds that the continued
orderly operation of public passenger conveyances of all types
is beneficial to the conmrerce of the Commonweal th of
Pennsyl vania and to the conveni ence of the citizens; and

WHEREAS, It is essential to the confort, safety and well -
bei ng of passengers by public conveyance that orderly conduct be
mai nt ai ned; and

WHEREAS, The pronotion of public passenger transportation is
beneficial to the econony of the State and conservation of
energy; and

WHEREAS, An increasing nunber of citizens avail thensel ves of

this econoni cal and safe node of transportation; therefore be it
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the
"Publ i c Conveyance Passenger Safety Act."

Section 2. The followi ng words and phrases when used in this
act shall have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se,

t he neanings given to themin this section:

“"Charter."™ A group of persons, pursuant to a comobn purpose
and under a single contract, and at a fixed charge for the
conveyance in accordance with a transportation conpany's tariff,
who have acquired the exclusive use of a conveyance to travel
together as a group to a specified destination.

"Passenger." Any person served by the transportation conpany
and in addition to the ordinary neani ng of passenger, the term
shal | include persons acconpanyi ng or neeting another who is
transported by this conpany, and any person purchasing a ticket
or receiving a pass.

"Public conveyance." Any passenger bus or coach or other
not or vehicle having a seating capacity of not |less than 15
passengers operated by a transportation conpany for the purpose
of carrying passengers for hire or any vehicle operating on
rails for that purpose.

"Terminal." A station or depot or any facility operated by
or | eased by or operated on behalf of a transportation conpany.
This termshall include a reasonable area inmedi ately adjacent
to any designated stop along the route travel ed by any
conveyance operated by a transportation conpany and parking lots
or parking areas adjacent to a term nal.

"Transportati on conpany,” "conpany" or "public transportation

conpany." Any person, groups of persons or corporation,
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including transportation facilities owned or operated by | ocal
public bodies, by nunicipalities and public corporations,
boards, conm ssions and authorities established under the | aws
of the Commonweal th providing for-hire interstate or intrastate
transportation to passengers by public conveyance in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

Section 3. (a) A person is guilty of a felony of the second
degree if he by force or violence or threat of force or violence
sei zes or exercises control over any public conveyance.

(b) A personis guilty of a felony of the third degree if he
by intimdation, threat, assault or battery interferes with the
performance of the duties of any operator, attendant or guard of
a public conveyance.

(c) A personis guilty of a felony of the third degree if he
boards a public conveyance with a deadly weapon which he is not
legally authorized to carry. A deadly weapon shall be for the
pur pose of this subsection any firearm whether | oaded or
unl oaded, or any device designed as a weapon and capabl e of
produci ng death or serious bodily injury, or any other device or
instrunmentality which, in the manner in which it is used or
intended to be used, is calculated or likely to produce death or
serious bodily injury.

(d) A personis guilty of a felony of the third degree if he
bonbs or places or plants any bonb or other explosive device or
matter in, upon or near any public conveyance or termnal.

(e) A personis guilty of a felony of the third degree if he
threatens to bonb or place or plant any bonb or other explosive
device or matter in, upon or near any public conveyance or
t erm nal

(f) A personis guilty of a m sdenmeanor of the first degree
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if he discharges any firearmor hurls any missile at, or into,
any public conveyance, termnal or transportation facility.

(g0 A personis guilty of a sunmary offense if he threatens
a breach of the peace or uses any obscene, profane or vul gar
| anguage on a public conveyance.

(h) A person is guilty of a summary offense if he causes a
di sturbance while on a public conveyance whil e under the
i nfluence of al cohol or unlawfully under the influence of a
controll ed substance is a passenger in or upon any public
conveyance unless it be chartered.

(1) A personis guilty of a sunmary offense if he while on a
publ i ¢ conveyance ingests any controll ed substance unl ess
properly prescribed by a physician or nedical facility, or
drinks intoxicating liquor of any kind in or upon any public
conveyance unless it be chartered or unless the transportation
conpany provi des bar service on the conveyance.

(j) A personis guilty of a sunmary offense if he snokes
t obacco or other product in a public conveyance after having
been asked by the operator or other person in attendance thereon
to refrain.

Section 4. Any person violating section 3(g) through (j) may
be renoved fromthe public conveyance by the operator or other
attendant thereon using only such force as may be necessary at
any reasonably safe | ocation and may cause such person to be
detai ned and delivered to the proper authorities.

Section 5. In order to provide the safety, confort and well -
bei ng of passengers and others having a bona fide business
interest in any termnal, a public transportation conpany may
refuse admi ssion to termnals to any person not having bona fide

business within the termnal. Any such refusal shall not be
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i nconsi stent or contrary to State or Federal |aws, regul ations
pursuant thereto, or to any ordi nance of the political

subdi vision in which such termnal is |ocated. A duly authorized
conpany representative may ask any person in a termnal or on
the prem ses of a terminal to identify hinself and state his
busi ness. Failure to conply with such request or failure to
state an accept abl e busi ness purpose shall be grounds for such
conpany representative to request that such person depart the
termnal. Refusal to conply with such request shall constitute a
m sdeneanor.

Section 6. A person is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the first
degree if he carries or attenpts to carry any deadly weapon as
defined in section 3(c) or explosive device into a term nal or
onto a public conveyance. A transportation conpany nay enpl oy
reasonabl e neans i ncludi ng nechanical, electronic or x-ray
devices to detect deadly weapons or explosive devices in the
baggage or upon the person of the passenger. Upon di scovery of
any such item the conpany nay obtain possession and retain
possessi on of such itemuntil transfer to the custody of |aw
enforcement officers.

Section 7. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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