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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 505 5%

| NTRODUCED BY HAGER, STAUFFER, HOMRD, MOORE, ANDREWS
JUBELI RER, DWYER, HOPPER, KUSSE, SNYDER, BELL, LOEPER
O CONNELL, HESS, GREENLEAF, TILGHVAN, MANBECK, CORVAN, GEKAS
PRI CE, PECORA AND HOLL, MARCH 20, 1979

REFERRED TO RULES AND EXECUTI VE NOM NATI ONS, MARCH 20, 1979
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of May 7, 1923 (P.L.158, No.119), entitled "An
act creating a Legislative Reference Bureau; providing for
the election of a director by the General Assenbly;
designating the officers and enpl oyes of such bureau,
defining their duties; fixing their salaries; abolishing the
present Legislative Reference Bureau; and naking an
appropriation,” further providing for the bureau and maki ng
certain repeals.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The title and section 2, act of May 7, 1923
(P.L.158, No.119), entitled "An act creating a Legislative
Ref erence Bureau; providing for the election of a director by
the General Assenbly; designating the officers and enpl oyes of
such bureau, defining their duties; fixing their salaries;
abol i shing the present Legislative Reference Bureau; and making
an appropriation,” are anmended to read:
AN ACT
Creating a Legislative Reference Bureau[; providing for the

el ection of a director by the General Assenbly] and a
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Legi sl ati ve Reference Bureau Supervising Conmittee;

designating the officers and enpl oyes of such bureau,

defining their duties; fixing their salaries; abolishing the

present Legislative Reference Bureau; and naking an
appropriation.

Section 2. [The Legislative Reference Bureau shall be in
charge of a director, who shall be el ected, as soon as may be
after the passage of this act and biennially thereafter before
the first day of February, each odd-nunbered year, by the Senate
and House of Representatives in joint session. The D rector of
the present Legislative Reference Bureau in office at the tine
of the approval of this act shall, until an election is held
under this act, hold the office of Director of the Legislative
Ref erence Bureau created by this act, subject to renoval by the
General Assenbly. ]

(a) There is hereby created the Legi sl ati ve Ref erence Bureau

Supervi sing Comm ttee whi ch shall consist of the President pro

tenpore of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, the Mnority Leader of the Senate, the Mnority

Leader of the House of Representatives, the Attorney CGeneral or

hi s desi gnee, the President of the Pennsyl vani a Bar Associ ati on

or his designee, the Court Adm ni strator of Pennsylvania or his

desi gnee. Each such officer of the Senate or the House of

Representati ves may desi gnate anot her nenber of the respective

Houses to be a nenber of the conmmttee in their stead or to act

tenporarily on behalf of such officer. Menbers of the conmttee

shall serve during each requl ar session of the General Assenbly

and shall continue as nenbers until the third Tuesday i n January

of the next odd-nunbered year and until their respective

successors shall qualify provided in the case of nenbers of the
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CGCeneral Assenbly that they conti nue to be nenbers of the Senate

or House of Representatives. The committee shall have a

conti nui ng exi stence and may neet and conduct its busi ness at

any place within the Commonweal th during the sessions of the

Legi sl ature or any recess thereof and in the interi mbetween

sessi ons. Four nenbers of the conmmittee shall constitute a

quorum and an affirnmati ve vote of four nenbers of the commttee

shal|l be necessary to pass on any natter requiring conmttee

acti on.

(b)Y The Leqgislative Reference Bureau Supervising Conm ttee

shal|l supervise all the affairs of the Legi sl ati ve Reference

Bureau and it shall select a director who is learned in the | aw,

an assistant director, who is learned in the |law and who is a

skilled bill drafter. The commttee shall provide for the

sel ection of a trained |librarian and such attorneys-at-| aw,

clerks, secretaries, stenographers, typists, nessengers and

ot her enployes as it deens necessary for such peri ods and on

such terns as it deens advant ageous to conduct the work of the

bureau and it shall provide for their qualifications and duti es.

The conmittee shall fix the nunber and establish a conpensati on

plan for the director and all such enployes within the linmts of

the appropriati on nade by the General Assenbly. The assi st ant

director shall performthe duties of the director in the case of

a vacancy in said office or in the case of the absence or

inability of the director to act and he shall al so perform such

other duties as nmay be assigned to himby the Legi sl ative

Ref er ence Bureau Supervising Conmmttee or the director.

Section 2. Sections 4 and 5 of the act are repeal ed.
Section 3. (a) The present Director of the Legislative

Ref erence Bureau in office at the tinme of the approval of this
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1 act shall remain in office for a period of 30 days during which
2 such tinme the Legislative Reference Bureau Supervising Conmittee
3 shall select a director fromthose applicants who submt their
4 qualifications to the commttee for consideration.

5 (b) Any enpl oye appointed on or before January 1, 1979 shal
6 be retained as an enploye and shall only be discharged for

7 cause. The appointnents of any other enploye shall term nate 60
8 days after the effective date of this act unless the conmttee
9 shall act to reappoint such enploye within 45 days of the

10 effective date of this act.

11 Section 4. Section 49, act of January 10, 1968 (1967

12 P.L.925, No.417), referred to as the Legislative Oficers and
13 Enployes Law, is repeal ed.

14 Section 5. This act shall take effect imediately.
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