PRINTER S NO. 275

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 273 5%

I NTRODUCED BY ZEMPRELLI AND FUMO, FEBRUARY 20, 1979

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 20, 1979

© o0 N oo o B~ wWw N P

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

AN ACT

Aut horizing famly visitation privileges for prisoners.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Fam |y
Visitation Privileges Act."
Section 2. Declaration of policy.

(a) Since the Bureau of Corrections is charged with
protecting society through the control and rehabilitation of

offenders, and in order to achieve the nmaxi mrum benefit to

society, the prisoner should be viewed as an individual within a

famly unit. Therefore, the process of rehabilitation should

prepare the prisoner to return to the famly with the notivation

to assunme or resune famly responsibilities. These woul d include

such matters as the care and protection of his or her famly,

the attai nnent of gainful enploynent, and the direct guidance in

t he educati onal and social needs of his or her children and the

wel | -being of his or her parents.
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(b) In addition, maintaining strong famly ties reduces
reci di vi sm anong of fenders, reduces incidences of violence
within a correctional facility, increases an i nmate' s adj ustnment
to incarceration, thereby facilitating adm nistrative control
within an institution, and prepares an inmate for parole.

(c) Furthernore, maintaining famly ties prevents juvenile
del i nquency in the children of inmates.

(d) In every instance, famly visitation privileges should
be a part of the correctional process and should serve to
support the goals of the courts, the Board of Probation and
Parol e, the comunity and the Bureau of Corrections.

Section 3. Visiting privileges.

In addition to any other visitation privilege or prerel ease
privilege extended to inmates of State correctional
institutions, any eligible inmate of a State correctional
institution as determ ned by the superintendent and his staff
according to the Bureau of Corrections regul ati ons and upon the
recommendati on of the inmates support team who has an i mredi ate
famly shall be permtted to visit with his or her famly within
the institutional setting, in conplete privacy, for a period of
not | ess than 24 hours and not nore than 72 hours. The frequency
of each visit shall be determ ned by the nunber of inmates in
each facility who participate in the famly visiting program
and the nunber of units available for famly visits but shal
not be | ess than once every three nonths. Any fam |y nenbers who
participate in the famly visiting prograns shall be subject to
a conpl ete search
Section 4. Imediate famly.

For purposes of famly visiting, imediate famly nenbers are

the inmate's | egal spouse, natural parents, step-parents or
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1 foster parents, grandparents, brother or sister, the inmate's

2 legal children, stepchildren or foster children and

3 grandchildren.

4 Section 5. Maxinmum security.

5 No i nmate housed in a maxi num security unit within a State

6 correctional institution is eligible for famly visiting

7 privileges.

8 Section 6. Suspension of privileges.

9 The visitation privileges provided by section 3 may be

10 suspended by the superintendent of the institution, with respect
11 to any inmate if, during the visitation period, such inmate or a
12 nmenber of his or her visiting famly violates any |law or rule or
13 regulation pronul gated by the Bureau of Corrections dealing with
14 prisoner visitation, or violates the provisions of 18 Pa.C. S. 8§
15 5121 (relating to escape), 8 5122 (relating to weapons or

16 inplenments for escape), or 8§ 5123 (relating to contraband).

17 Section 7. Programinpl enentation.

18 The State corrections institutions shall have the famly

19 visiting programoperating within one year fromthe day this act
20 takes effect.
21 Section 8. Effective date.
22 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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