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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,

courts, county boards of elections, county comm ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” further providing for the definition of

“ecandi-date— " CANDI DATE, " PROVI DI NG FOR A "NO PREFERENCE" <—
VOTE, PROVI DI NG FOR MEMBERSHI P OF COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTI ON

AND PROVI DI NG FOR VOTI NG MACHI NES AT PRI MARY ELECTI ONS I N

CI TIES OF THE FI RST CLASS.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
SECTION 1. SECTION 301, ACT OF JUNE 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, <—
NO. 320), KNOWN AS THE " PENNSYLVANI A ELECTI ON CCDE, " AMENDED
DECEMBER 2, 1976 (P.L.1221, NO 269) AND SUBSECTI ON (B) ANMENDED
JUNE 1, 1978 (P.L.456, NO. 58), IS AMENDED TO READ
SECTI ON 301. COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS; MEMBERSHI P. - -
(A) THERE SHALL BE A COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS I N AND FOR
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EACH COUNTY OF THI S COVMONWEALTH, VWH CH SHALL HAVE JURI SDI CTl ON
OVER THE CONDUCT OF PRI MARI ES AND ELECTI ONS I N SUCH COUNTY, IN
ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT.

(B) I N EACH COUNTY OF THE COMMONVWEALTH, THE COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS SHALL CONSI ST OF THE COUNTY COW SSI ONERS OF SUCH
COUNTY EX OFFI C1 O OR ANY OFFI Cl ALS OR BOARD WHO ARE PERFORM NG
OR MAY PERFORM THE DUTI ES OF THE COUNTY COWMM SSI ONERS, VWHO SHALL
SERVE W THOUT ADDI TI ONAL COVPENSATI ON AS SUCH. EXCEPT IN
COUNTI ES OF THE FI RST CLASS, | N COUNTI ES WH CH HAVE ADOPTED HOVE
RULE CHARTERS OR OPTI ONAL PLANS THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL
CONSI ST OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNTY BODY VWH CH PERFORMS
LEG SLATI VE FUNCTI ONS UNLESS THE COUNTY CHARTER OR OPTI ONAL PLAN
PROVI DES FOR THE APPO NTMENT OF THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS. | N
El THER CASE, THERE SHALL BE M NORI TY REPRESENTATI ON ON THE
BOARD. THE COUNTY BODY VWWH CH PERFORMS LEQ SLATI VE FUNCTI ONS
SHALL I N THE CASE WHERE THE BOARD DCES NOT CONTAIN M NORI TY
REPRESENTATI ON APPO NT SUCH REPRESENTATI ON FROM A LI ST SUBM TTED
BY THE COUNTY CHAI RMAN OF THE M NORI TY PARTY.

(© [WHENEVER THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COW SSI ONERS ARE CANDI DATES FOR NOM NATI ON OR ELECTI ON TO ANY
PUBLI C OFFI CE OR WHENEVER THERE APPEARS ON THE BALLOT A QUESTI ON
RELATI NG TO THE ADOPTI ON OF A HOME RULE CHARTER FOR THE COUNTY
OR AMENDMENTS TO AN EXI STI NG COUNTY HOVE RULE CHARTER, THE
COUNTY COMM SSI ONERS SHALL NOT SI'T AS THE COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS. THE PRESI DENT JUDGE OF THE COURT OF COVMON PLEAS
SHALL APPO NT JUDGES TO SERVE AS THE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTI ONS
OR WHERE AN | NSUFFI CI ENT NUMBER OF JUDGES ARE PRESENT, THE
PRESI DENT JUDGE SHALL APPO NT A REPUTABLE ELECTOR OF THE COUNTY
TO SERVE AS A MEMBER, W TH THE JUDGES ON THE COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS. ] VHENEVER A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
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COW SSI ONERS |S A CANDI DATE FOR NOM NATI ON OR ELECTI ON TO ANY

PUBLI C OFFI CE, THE PRESI DENT JUDGE OF THE COURT OF COVMON PLEAS

SHALL APPO NT_A JUDGE OR AN ELECTOR OF THE COUNTY TO SERVE | N

H S STEAD. WHENEVER THERE APPEARS ON THE BALLOT A QUESTI ON

RELATI NG TO THE ADOPTI ON OF A HOME RULE CHARTER FOR THE COUNTY

OR AMENDVENTS TO AN EXI STI NG COUNTY HOVE RULE CHARTER, THE

PRESI DENT JUDGE OF THE COURT OF COWMON PLEAS SHALL APPO NT

JUDGES OR ELECTORS OF THE COUNTY TO SERVE | N THE STEAD OF THE

COUNTY COVMM SSI ONERS.

SECTI ON 2. SECTI ON 1003 OF THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A
SUBSECTI ON TO READ:
SECTI ON 1003. FORM OF OFFI Cl AL ELECTI ON BALLOT. - -

* * %

(H AT THE WRI TTEN REQUEST OF A STATE COW TTEE, A PARTY_ MNAY

HAVE A "NO PREFERENCE" COLUVN ADDED TO THE LI ST OF CANDI DATES

FOR THE OFFI CE OF PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES AT THE PRI MARY

ELECTI ON. THE BALLOT POSI TI ON FOR "NO PREFERENCE" SHALL BE DRAWN

IN THE SAVE MANNER AS THE OTHER CANDI DATES FOR THAT OFFI CE.

SECTI ON 3. SUBSECTI ON (A) OF SECTION 1104 OF THE ACT IS
AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 1104. | NSTALLATION OF VOTI NG MACHI NES. --(A) (1) I F
A MAICORITY OF THE QUALI FI ED ELECTORS VOTI NG ON THE QUESTI ON
SHALL VOTE | N THE AFFI RVATI VE, THE COUNTY ELECTI ON BOARD OF THE
SAI D COUNTY SHALL PURCHASE FOR EACH ELECTI ON DI STRI CT OF SUCH
COUNTY, CITY, BOROUGH OR TOMSHI P, ONE OR MORE VOTI NG MACHI NES,
OF A KIND OR KINDS APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE
COMONVEALTH, AS HEREI NAFTER PROVI DED, AND OF SUFFI ClI ENT
CAPACI TY TO ACCOWODATE THE NAMES OF A REASONABLE NUMBER OF
CANDI DATES FOR ALL PUBLI C AND PARTY OFFI CES VWH CH, UNDER THE
PROVI SI ONS OF EXI STI NG LAWS AND PARTY RULES, ARE LIKELY TO BE
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VOTED FOR AT ANY FUTURE ELECTI QN, AND SHALL NOTI FY THE SECRETARY
OF THE COMMONVEALTH, I N VWRI TI NG THAT THEY HAVE DONE SO. THE
COUNTY ELECTI ON BOARD SHALL PROVI DE MACHI NES | N GOCD WORKI NG
ORDER, AND SHALL PRESERVE AND KEEP THEM I N REPAI R VOTI NG
MACHI NES OF DI FFERENT KI NDS MAY BE USED FOR DI FFERENT DI STRI CTS
IN THE SAME COUNTY, CITY, BOROUGH OR TOMNSHI P. | N EACH ELECTI ON
DI STRICT I N VH CH VOTI NG MACHI NES ARE USED, THE COUNTY ELECTI ON
BOARD MAY PROVI DE ONE VOTI NG MACH NE FOR EACH THREE HUNDRED AND
FI FTY REG STERED VOTERS, OR FRACTI ON THEREOF, THEREI N, AND SHALL
PROVI DE ONE VOTI NG MACHI NE FOR EACH SI X HUNDRED REGQ STERED
VOTERS, OR FRACTI ON THERECF, THEREIN: PROVI DED, HOAEVER, THAT
THE COURTS OF QUARTER SESSI ONS, UPON PETI TI ON PRESENTED BY
El THER THE COUNTY ELECTI ON BOARD OR BY TEN OR MORE QUALI FI ED
ELECTORS OF ANY SUCH ELECTI ON DI STRI CT, MAY ORDER THAT ONE
ADDI TI ONAL VOTI NG MACH NE BE PROVI DED FOR ANY SUCH ELECTI ON
DI STRICT, |F THE COURT SHALL BE OF THE OPI Nl ON THAT SUCH
ADDI TI ONAL VOTI NG MACHI NE SHALL BE NECESSARY | N SUCH DI STRI CT
FOR THE CONVENI ENCE OF THE VOTERS AND THE PUBLI C | NTERESTS.

(2) INANY CTY OF THE FIRST CLASS, WHENEVER THERE SHALL BE

A NUMBER OF CANDI DATES IN A PRI MARY ELECTI ON SO GREAT AS TO

REQUI RE VOTI NG MACHI NES LI M TED TO THE CANDI DATES OF ONE

POLI TI CAL PARTY, THERE SHALL BE TWO VOTI NG MACHI NES OF THE SAME

KIND I N ANY DI STRICT FOR ANY PARTY WH CH HAS MORE THAN THREE

HUNDRED AND FI FTY (350) REQ STERED VOTERS I N THAT DI STRI CT.

* * %

SECTI ON 4. SECTION 1110 OF THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A
SUBSECTI ON TO READ:
SECTI ON 1110. FORM OF BALLOT LABELS ON VOTI NG MACHI NES. - -

* * %

(L) AT THE WRI TTEN REQUEST OF A STATE COW TTEE, A PARTY_ MNAY
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HAVE A "NO PREFERENCE" COLUVN ADDED TO THE LI ST OF CANDI DATES

FOR THE OFFI CE OF PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES AT THE PRI MARY

ELECTI ON. THE BALLOT POSI TI ON FOR "NO PREFERENCE" SHALL BE DRAWN

IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE OTHER CANDI DATES FOR THAT OFFI CE
Section £ 5. Subsection (a) of section 1621,—act—eof Junre—3- <—

Cede~ OF THE ACT, added October 4, 1978 (P.L.893, No.171), is <—
amended to read:

Section 1621. Definitions.--As used in this article, the
foll owi ng words have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) The word "candi date"” shall nmean any individual who seeks

nom nation or election to public office, other than a judge of

el ections or inspector of elections, whether or not such

i ndi vidual is nom nated or el ected. For the purpose of this
article, an individual shall be deenmed to be seeking nom nation
or election to such office if he has:

(1) Received a contribution or made an expenditure or has
gi ven his consent for any other person or commttee to receive a
contribution or nake an expenditure, for the purpose of
i nfluencing his nomination or election to such office, whether
or not the individual has made known the specific office for
whi ch he or she will seek nomi nation or election at the tinme the
contribution is received or the expenditure is nade; or

(2) Taken the action necessary under the |aws of the
Commonweal th to qualify hinmself for nomination or election to
such office.

* * %

Section 2 6. This act shall take effect immediately. <—
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