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In the House of Representatives, January 22, 1979

WHEREAS, Taxpayers throughout the Commonweal th are cl anoring
for relief fromthe increasingly heavy and inequitable burden of
| ocal school taxes; and

WHEREAS, Due to serious adm nistrative difficulties and poor
assessnment practices, |local property tax revenues have becone
| ess and | ess adequate to neet the requirenents of school
budgets caught in the grips of inflation; and

WHEREAS, The sharing of tax bases between nunicipalities and
school districts has been the source of tax policy conflicts;
and

WHEREAS, Public officials and taxpayers organi zations
t hroughout the Commonweal th are proposing nunmerous and varied
alternatives to property taxes as the principal basis for |ocal
financing of public schools and are calling for a reexam nation
of other | ocal school taxes and for conprehensive school tax
reform therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnent Conmi ssion appoint



a task force to conduct a thorough study of alternative nethods
of financing public schools in Pennsylvania directed toward the
devel opnent of an equitable and efficient system of public

school financing adequate to the contenporary needs of

RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnent Comm ssion report
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5 Pennsylvani a school districts; and be it further

6

7 the findings of the task force along with appropriate drafts of
8

| egislation to the General Assenbly as soon as possible.
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