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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2963 *%%”

I NTRODUCED BY FI SHER AND CESSAR, OCTOBER 6, 1980

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 6, 1980

AN ACT

Rel ating to the renoval and disposition of pituitary glands
duri ng aut opsi es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Pituitary gland renoval at autopsy authori zed.

A county coroner or nedical exam ner perform ng an autopsy
ot herwi se authorized by |aw may renove the pituitary gl and of

t he decedent and di spose of it pursuant to section 2 unless any
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of the follow ng conditions exist:

(1) The decedent by his will or other docunment expressly

prohi bited the renoval
(2) Any of the persons listed in 20 Pa.C.S. 8§ 8602(b)

(relating to persons who may execute an anatom cal gift)

expressly opposes its renoval and no person in a prior class,

as provided in 20 Pa.C.S. 8§ 8602(b), overrules the person's

opposi tion.

(3) The renoval or disposition as provided by this act



would interfere in any way with an anatom cal gift made

pursuant to 20 Pa.C.S. Ch.86 (relating to anatom cal gifts).
Section 2. Disposition of pituitary gl ands.

Pituitary gl ands renoved pursuant to this act shall be
delivered to the National Pituitary Agency for use in research
and manufacturing of hornones necessary for the physical growth
of hypopituitary dwarfs, or to such other agency or organization
for simlar purposes as authorized by the Humanity G fts
Regi stry.

Section 3. Paynents for renoval of pituitary gl ands.

Any noneys payable for the delivery of pituitary glands as
provided in section 2 may be waived by the coroner or nedical
exam ner. |f such noneys are not waived, the proceeds shall be
payabl e directly to the county treasury and no officer or
enpl oyee of the coroner's or nedical exam ner's office shal
recei ve any conpensation for such renoval or disposition except
the salaries or fees otherw se payable by |aw.

Section 4. Construction.

Not hing in this act shall be construed to prohibit or
regul ate the renoval of pituitary glands when such renoval is
deened necessary for the purposes of the autopsy.

Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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