PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 2444, 2923 PRINTER S NO. 3151

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1954 5

| NTRODUCED BY MR BITTLE, MSS SI RIANNI, MESSRS. Pl CCOLA, FEE
E. R LYNCH CAPPABI ANCA, MRS. KERNI CK AND MR STEI GHANER
NOVEMBER 13, 1979

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MARCH 26, 1980

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 22, 1937 (P.L.1987, No.394), entitled,
as anmended, "An act to preserve and inprove the purity of the
wat ers of the Commonweal th for the protection of public
heal th, aninmal and aquatic life, and for industrial
consunption, and recreation; enpowering and directing the
creation of indebtedness or the issuing of non-debt revenue
bonds by political subdivisions to provide works to abate
pol l uti on; providing protection of water supply; providing
for the jurisdiction of courts in the enforcenent thereof;
provi di ng additional renedies for abating pollution of
wat ers; inposing certain penalties; repealing certain acts;

regul ati ng the operation of mnes; and placing
responsi bilities upon | andowners and | and occupiers,” further
provi di ng for approval of sewage systens and sewage treat nment

AND LI M TI NG THE AUTHORI TY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL <—

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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12 regul ati ng di scharges of sewage and industrial wastes;
13
14
15
16
17
18

RESOURCES AND COURTS | N REQUI RI NG CONSTRUCTI ON OF SEWERAGE
FACI LI TI ES BY MUNI Cl PALI Tl ES.

19 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

20 hereby enacts as follows:

21 Section 1. Section 1, act of June 22, 1937 (P.L. 1987,

22 No.394), known as "The Clean Streans Law," is anmended by addi ng
23 definitions to read:

24 Section 1. Definitions.--Be it enacted, &c., That the
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foll owi ng words or phrases, unless the context clearly indicates
ot herwi se, shall have the nmeanings ascribed to themin this
secti on.

* * %

"Sewage treatnment works" shall be construed to be any

devi ces, systens or other works installed for the purpose of

treating, recycling or di sposing of sewage.

"Sewer extension" shall be construed to i nclude new pipelines

or conduits, punping stations, force nmains, and all other

appurtenant constructi ons, devices and facilities added to an

exi sting sewer system for the purpose of conveyi ng sewage from

i ndi vi dual structures or properties to said existing system

except in the case where such constructi ons, devices, or

facilities would collect nore than the equi val ent vol une of

sewage from 250 single famly dwelling units.

"Sewer systen! shall be construed to nean all pipelines or

conduits, punping stations, force mains, and all other

appurtenant constructi ons, devices, and facilities used for

conveying sewage to a sewage treatnent works. A sewer extension

whi ch collects nore than the equi val ent vol une of sewage from

250 single famly dwelling units shall be considered to be a

sewer system

* * %

SECTION 2. SECTION 203 OF THE ACT, AMENDED JULY 31, 1970
(P.L.653, NO 222), |I'S AMENDED TO READ

SECTI ON 203. MJNI Cl PAL SEWAGE. --(A) WHETHER OR NOT A
MUNI CI PALI TY IS REQUI RED BY OTHER PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT TO HAVE
A PERMT FOR THE DI SCHARGE OF SEWAGE, | F THE DEPARTMENT FI NDS
THAT THE ACQUI SI TI ON, CONSTRUCTI ON, REPAI R, ALTERATI ON,
COVPLETI ON, EXTENSI ON OR OPERATI ON OF A SEVER SYSTEM OR
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TREATMENT FACI LI TY I'S NECESSARY TO PROPERLY PROVI DE FOR THE
PREVENTI ON OF POLLUTI ON OR PREVENTI ON OF A PUBLI C HEALTH
NUI SANCE, THE DEPARTMENT MAY, SUBJECT TO THE LI M TATI ONS SET

FORTH I N SUBSECTI ON (C), ORDER SUCH MUNI ClI PALI TY TO ACQUI RE,

CONSTRUCT, REPAI R, ALTER, COVPLETE, EXTEND, OR OPERATE A SEVER
SYSTEM AND/ OR TREATMENT FACI LI TY. SUCH ORDER SHALL SPECI FY THE
LENGTH OF TI ME, AFTER RECEI PT OF THE ORDER, W THI N WH CH SUCH

ACTI ON SHALL BE TAKEN.

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

(B) THE DEPARTMENT MAY FROM TI ME TO TI ME ORDER A

=Y
o

MUNI CI PALI'TY TO FI LE A REPORT W TH THE DEPARTMENT PERTAI NI NG TO

=
=

SEVER SYSTEMS OR TREATMENT FACI LI TI ES OANED, OPERATED, OR

=
N

MAI NTAI NED BY SUCH MUNI CI PALI TY OR PERTAI NI NG TO THE EFFECT UPON

=
w

THE WATERS OF THE COMMONVWEALTH OF ANY SEWAGE DI SCHARGES

H
o

ORI G NATI NG FROM SOURCES W THI N THE MUNI Cl PALI TY. THE REPORT

=Y
(63}

SHALL CONTAI N SUCH PLANS, FACTS, AND | NFORMATI ON WH CH THE

=Y
(e}

DEPARTMENT MAY REQUI RE TO ENABLE |I'T TO DETERM NE WHETHER

=
\l

EXI STI NG SEWER SYSTEMS AND TREATMENT FACI LI TI ES ARE ADEQUATE TO

=Y
oo

MEET THE PRESENT AND FUTURE NEEDS OR WHETHER THE ACQUI SI TI ON,

=
O

CONSTRUCTI ON, REPAIR, ALTERATI ON, COVPLETI QN, EXTENSI QN, OR

N
o

OPERATI ON OF A SEVER SYSTEM OR TREATMENT FACI LI TY SHOULD BE

N
=

REQUI RED TO MEET THE OBJECTI VES OF THI S ACT. WHETHER OR NOT' SUCH

N
N

REPORTS ARE REQUI RED OR RECEI VED BY THE DEPARTMENT, THE

N
w

DEPARTMENT MAY, SUBJECT TO THE LIM TATIONS SET FORTH IN

N
~

SUBSECTI ON (C), | SSUE APPROPRI ATE ORDERS TO MUNI CI PALI TI ES WHERE

N
(63}

SUCH ORDERS ARE FOUND TO BE NECESSARY TO ASSURE THAT THERE W LL

N
(e}

BE ADEQUATE SEWER SYSTEMS AND TREATMENT FACI LI TIES TO MEET

N
~

PRESENT AND FUTURE NEEDS OR OTHERW SE TO MEET THE OBJECTI VES OF

N
oo

TH' 'S ACT. SUCH ORDERS MAY | NCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOT BE LI M TED TG,

N
(o]

ORDERS REQUI RI NG MUNI Cl PALI TI ES TO UNDERTAKE STUDI ES, TO PREPARE
30 AND SUBM T PLANS, TO ACQUI RE, CONSTRUCT, REPAIR, ALTER,
19790H1954B3151 - 3 -
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COWPLETE, EXTEND, OR OPERATE A SEVER SYSTEM OR TREATMENT
FACI LI TY, OR TO NEGOTI ATE WTH OTHER MUNI CI PALI TI ES FOR COVBI NED
OR JO NT SEVER SYSTEMS OR TREATMENT FACI LI TI ES. SUCH ORDERS NAY
PROH BI T SEWER SYSTEM EXTENSI ONS, ADDI TI ONAL CONNECTI ONS, OR ANY
OTHER ACTI ON THAT WOULD RESULT I N AN | NCREASE | N THE SEWAGE THAT
WOULD BE DI SCHARGED | NTO AN EXI STI NG SEWER SYSTEM OR TREATMENT
FACI LI TY.

(©) BEFORE COVPELLING A MUNICI PALITY TO ENTER | NTO THE

CONSTRUCTI ON PHASE OF A MAJOR SEWERAGE PROJECT REQUI RED UNDER

SUBSECTI ON (A) OR (B), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DETERM NE THAT THE

MUNI Cl PALI TY HAS SELECTED A COST- EFFECTI VE PRAJECT FOR

CONSTRUCTI ON, THAT THE MUNI Cl PALI TY HAS PROVI DED PUBLI C

DI SCLOSURE OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT AND THE COSTS ASSCCI ATED W TH

THAT PRQJECT, | NCLUDI NG AN ESTI MATE OF THE TOTAL MONTHLY CHARGE

TO A TYPI CAL_RESI DENTI AL_USER, AND THAT THE MUNI ClI PALI TY HAS THE

LEGAL, | NSTITUTI ONAL, NMANAGERI AL, AND FINANCI AL CAPABILITY TO

I NSURE ADEQUATE CONSTRUCTI ON, OPERATI ON AND NMAI NTENANCE OF THE

FACI LI TI ES PROPOSED. THE DEPARTMENT' S DETERM NATI ON SHALL BE

BASED ON I TS REVIEWOF A FACILITIES PLAN AND OTHER DOCUMENTATI ON

SUBM TTED BY THE MUNI ClI PALI TY AS REQUI RED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

Section 2 3. Section 207 of the act is anended to read:

Section 207. Approval of Plans, Designs, and Rel evant Data
by the [Sanitary Water Board] Departnent.--[All plans, designs,
and relevant data for the construction of any new sewer system
or for the extension of any existing sewer system by a
muni ci pality, or for the erection, construction, and | ocation of
any treatnment works or intercepting sewers by a person or
muni ci pality, shall be submtted to the board for its approva

before the same are constructed or erected or acquired. Any such

construction or erection which has not been approved by the

19790H1954B3151 - 4 -
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board by witten permt, or any treatnment works not operated or
mai ntai ned in accordance with the rules and regul ati ons of the
board, is hereby also declared to be a nui sance and abat abl e as
herei n provided.]

(a) No person or nunicipality shall construct any sewer

system or sewage treatnent works wi thout first subm tting al

pl ans desi gns, and relevant data for the sane to the departnent

for its approval. Any such constructi on whi ch has not been

approved by the departnent by witten pernit, or any sewer

system or sewage treatnent works which is operated or naintai ned

contrary to the terns and conditions of a permt or contrary to

the rules and requl ati ons of the departnent is hereby decl ared

to be a nui sance and abatabl e as herein provided.

(b)Y It shall not be necessary for any person or nunicipality

to obtain a witten pernmt for the constructi on of a sewer

extensi on under this section or section 202 unl ess required by

rul es and requl ati ons pronul gated pursuant to this secti on by

the Environnmental Quality Board. |In pronul gati ng said

requl ati ons the Environnental Quality Board shall consider, but

shall not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(i) whether the sewer extension is contained in an approved

official plan for sewage services adopted by the municipality

wherein the extension is to be constructed pursuant to section 5

of the act of January 24, 1966 (1965 P.L. 1535, No.537), known as

the "Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act";

(ii) whether the sewer extension is being connected to a

sewer systemor treatnent works which i s bei ng mai ntai ned and

operated in accordance with this act and the rul es and

requl ati ons of the departnent;

(iii) the popul ati on served by the sewer extension; and
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(iv) adequate protection of the public health.

(c) Any such sewer extension which is constructed or

mai ntai ned contrary to the terns and conditions of a pernmt is

hereby declared to be a nui sance and abatabl e as herein

Section 3—Fhis—aet 4. (A) SECTION 2 OF TH'S ACT, AMENDI NG <—
SECTI ON 203 OF "THE CLEAN STREAMS LAW" SHALL TAKE EFFECT
| MVEDI ATELY.
(B) SECTIONS 1 AND 3 OF THI'S ACT, AMENDI NG SECTI ONS 1 AND
10 207 OF "THE CLEAN STREAMS LAW" shall take effect 60 days after
11 the Environnental Quality Board has promul gated regul ations

12 pursuant to section 207(b) of this act.
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