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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1835 *5un”

I NTRODUCED BY SPENCER, SCI RI CA AND BERSON, OCTOBER 15, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 15, 1979
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, authorizing attachnment of
certain income for execution on bail forfeitures.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42, act of Novenber 25, 1970 (P.L. 707,
No. 230), known as the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, is

anended by adding a section to read:

8 5703. Attachnent of incone on bail forfeiture.

(a) Attachnent authorized.--The Commonweal th and t he

counties may, for their own use, and the counties and their

several clerks of courts or successor officers nmay, for the use

of the Commpbnweal th, execute on a judgnent obtai ned on a

forfeiture on a bail bond by attachnent of wages, salary or

commi ssions of the person in default or the surety.

(b)Y Limtations.--The anpbunt of any attachnent pursuant to

subsection (a) shall not exceed 25% of the wages, salary or

commi ssions the individual receives in a week after deducti on of
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any anpunts otherwi se required by |law to be wi t hhel d.

(c) Notice.--The bail bond surety shall be given notice of

the defendant's forfeiture within 30 days of the event qiVving

rise to the forfeiture

(d) Judicial order.--Attachnent may be taken under this

section only upon a judicial order specifically authorizing the

attachnent.

(e) Limt on petition for judicial order.--The Commonweal th

or the county shall not petition for a judicial order until at

| east 90 days fromthe entry of judgnment on the forfeiture.

(f) Required statenents in bail bond.--Bail bonds shal

contai n | anguage, clearly understandable by a person not trained

in law, explaining that in the event of a default the

defendant's and surety's wages may be subject to garni shnent.

(g) Notice to defend.--Al though proceedi ngs to obtain an

order under subsection (d) may be by way of petition and need

not be by conplaint in assunpsit, such petition shal

neverthel ess begin with a "notice to defend" in substantially

the formprescribed by the Rules of Cvil Procedure governing

actions in assunpsit.

(h) Loss of enploynment.--No enpl oyer shall di scharge an

enpl oyee by reason of the fact that his earni ngs have been

subj ected to garni shnent.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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