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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1417 =55

I NTRODUCED BY D. M O BRI EN AND KNEPPER, MNAY 30, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, MAY 31, 1979
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AN ACT
To provi de pharmaceutical assistance to the aged.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the
"Phar maceuti cal Assistance to the Aged Act."

Section 2. Program established.

The program of "Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged” is
her eby established in and shall be adm ni stered by the
Department of the Aging. The program shall consist of paynents
to pharmacies for the reasonabl e cost of prescription drugs of
el i gi bl e persons, which exceed a $4 copaynment per prescription
or per purchase of insulin, paid by each eligible person. For
pur poses of this act:

"Prescription drugs.” Al legend drugs, insulin, insulin
syringes and insulin needles.

"Reasonabl e cost." The cost of prescription drugs plus a

di spensing fee, as determ ned by the departnent.
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Section 3. Eligibility.

(a) Every resident of Pennsylvania who is 65 years of age or
ol der and whose annual fam |y incone fromall sources is |ess
t han $7,500 or any married resident whose spouse resides in the
househol d and whose annual fam |y incone fromall sources is
| ess than $10, 000 shall be eligible.

(b) Any otherw se eligible person whose prescription drug
costs are covered, in whole or in part, by any other plan of
assi stance or insurance shall be ineligible for assistance under
the provisions of this act to the extent of such coverage.
Section 4. Paynents.

The departnent shall by regul ation:

(1) establish a system of paynents or reinbursenents;

(2) establish a systemfor determning eligibility,

i ncl udi ng provisions for subm ssion of proof of actual and

anti ci pated annual incone;

(3) require evidence of conplete or partial coverage or
prescription drug costs by any other assistance or insurance
pl ans;

(4) establish a systemto ensure that no pharnmacy
recei ves any paynent under this act unless the pharnmacy first
obtains fromthe eligible person and submts to the
departnment satisfactory proof that the prescription drug for
whi ch rei mbursenent is sought has been prescribed by a
physi cian for the use of said eligible person;

(5) promulgate any other rule and regul ati on as may be
necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect July 1, 1980.
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