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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1355 *&%

| NTRODUCED BY GOEBEL, KUKOVI CH, W LLI AMS AND BROMAN, MAY 22, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MNAY 22, 1979

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00O N o oo M W N - O

A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
Proposi ng anendnents to the Constitution of the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a, providing for a unicaneral Legislature and
provi ding for the powers and duties of an unicaneral
Legi sl ature.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnments to the Constitution of
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a are proposed in accordance with
the provisions of Article Xl thereof:
(1) That sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 6, 8 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14, 15, 16 and 17 of Article Il be amended to read:
8§ 1. Legislative power.
(a) The legislative power of this Conmonweal th shall be

vested in a CGeneral Assenbly[, which shall consist of a Senate

and a House of Representatives] consisting of one chanber.

(b)Y Al authority vested by the Constituti on and the Laws of

the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania in the Senate and the House of

Representati ves shall be and hereby is vested in the CGeneral

Assenbly. All references to the Speaker of the House of




1 Representatives or the President pro tenpore of the Senate shal
2 nean the Speaker of the CGeneral Assenbly. Al references to the
3 derk of the House of Representatives or the Secretary of the
4 Senate shall nean the Cerk of the General Assenbly. Wenever
5 any provision of the Constitution requires the subm ssion of any
6 mtter to, or action by, the House of Representatives or the

7 Senate, or a joint _session thereof, or the nenbers of either

8 body or both bodies, it shall be construed to nean the General
9 Assenbly herein provided for.

10 § 2. Election of nmenbers; vacanci es.

11 [ Menbers] Del egates of the General Assenbly shall be chosen
12 at the [general] mnunicipal election every [second] fourth year
13 Their termof service shall begin on the first day of Decenber
14 next after their election. Wenever a vacancy shall occur [in
15 either House], the [presiding officer thereof] Speaker of the
16 GCeneral Assenbly shall issue a wit of election to fill such
17 vacancy for the renmainder of the term

18 § 3. Terns of nmenbers.

19 [ Senators] Del egates shall be elected for the termof four
20 years [and Representatives for the termof two years].
21 8 4. Sessions.
22 The CGeneral Assenbly shall be a continuing body during the
23 termfor which its [ Representatives] delegates are elected. It
24 shall neet at 12 o' clock noon on the first Tuesday of January
25 each year. Special sessions shall be called by the Governor on
26 petition of a mpjority of the [nmenbers elected to each House]
27 delegates elected to the General Assenbly or nay be called by
28 the Governor whenever in his opinion the public interest
29 requires.

30 8 5. Qualifications of nenbers.
19790H1355B1531 - 2 -
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[ Senators] Del egates shall be at |east [25 years of age and
Representati ves] 21 years of age. They shall have been citizens
and i nhabitants of the State four years, and inhabitants of
their respective districts one year next before their election
(unl ess absent on the public business of the United States or of
this State), and shall reside in their respective districts
during their terns of service.
8§ 6. Disqualification to hold other office.

No [ Senat or or Representative] del egate shall, during the

time for which [he] such del egate was el ected, be appointed to

any civil office under this Comonwealth to which a salary, fee
or perquisite is attached. No nenber of Congress or other person
hol di ng any office (except of attorney-at-law or in the National
Guard or in a reserve conponent of the arned forces of the
United States) under the United States or this Commobnwealth to

which a salary, fee or perquisite is attached shall be a [ nmenber

of either House during his] delegate of the General Assenbly

The [menbers] del egates of the CGeneral Assenbly shall receive
such salary and m | eage for regular and special sessions as
shall be fixed by law, and no other conpensati on whatever

whet her for service upon committee or otherw se. No [nmenber of

ei ther House] delegate of the General Assenbly shall during the

termfor which [he] such del egate nay have been el ected, receive

any increase of salary, or mleage, under any |aw passed during

such term

8 9. Election of officers; judge of election and qualifications
of menbers.

The [ Senate] Ceneral Assenbly shall, at the begi nning and
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cl ose of each regul ar session and at such other tinmes as may be
necessary, elect one of its [nenbers President pro tenpore]

del egates as Speaker of the Ceneral Assenbly, who shall perform

the duties of the Lieutenant Governor, in any case of absence or
disability of that officer, and whenever the said office of

Li eut enant Governor shall be vacant. The [House of
Representatives shall elect one of its nmenbers as Speaker. Each

House] Ceneral Assenbly shall choose its other officers, and

shall judge of the election and qualifications of its [nmenbers]

§ 10. Quorum
A mgjority of [each House] the General Assenbly shal

constitute a quorum but a smaller nunber may adjourn from day
to day and conpel the attendance of absent [nmenbers] del egates.

8§ 11. Powers of [each house] the CGeneral Assenbly; expul sion.

[ Each House] The General Assenbly shall have power to

determne the rules of its proceedings and punish its [nmenbers]

inits presence, to enforce obedience to its process, to protect

its [menbers] del eqgates agai nst violence or offers of bribes or

private solicitation, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds,
to expel a [nenber] delegate, but not a second tinme for the sane
cause, and shall have all other powers necessary for the
Legislature of a free State. A [nmenber] del egate expelled for

corruption shall not thereafter be eligible [to either House] to

t he General Assenbly, and puni shnent for contenpt or disorderly

behavi or shall not bar an indictnent for the sane of fense.
8§ 12. Journals; yeas and nays.

[ Each House] The Ceneral Assenbly shall keep a journal of its

proceedi ngs and fromtinme to tine publish the sanme, except such
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parts as require secrecy, and the yeas and nays of the [nmenbers]
del egat es on any question shall, at the desire of any two of
them be entered on the journal.

§ 13. (Qpen sessions.

The sessions of [each House] the CGeneral Assenbly and of

commttees of the whole shall be open, unless when the business
is such as ought to be kept secret.
[8 14. Adjournnents.

Nei t her House shall, w thout the consent of the other,
adjourn for nore than three days, nor to any other place than
that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.]

§ 15. Privileges of nenbers.

The [nmenbers] del egates of the CGeneral Assenbly shall in al

cases, except treason, felony, violation of their oath of

of fice, and breach or surety of the peace, be privileged from

arrest during their attendance at the sessions [of their

respective Houses] of the General Assenbly and in going to and
returning fromthe sanme; and for any speech or debate in [either

House] the General Assenbly they shall not be questioned in any

ot her pl ace.
§ 16. Legislative districts.
The Commonweal th shall be divided into [50 senatorial and 203

representative] 150 assenbly districts, which shall be conposed

of conpact and contiguous territory as nearly equal in
popul ati on as practicable. Each [senatorial] assenbly district
shall el ect one [Senator, and each representative district one
Representati ve] del egate. Unl ess absolutely necessary no county,

city, incorporated town, borough, township or ward shall be

divided in formng [either a senatorial or representative] an
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8§ 17. Legislative Reapportionnent Conmi ssion.

(a) In each year following that in which the Federal
decennial census is officially reported as required by Federal
| aw, a Legislative Reapportionnment Comm ssion shall be
constituted for the purpose of reapportioning the Comonwealth.
The conm ssion shall act by a ngjority of its entire menbership.

(b) The conm ssion shall consist of [five] three nmenbers:

of then{, and a chairman sel ected as hereinafter provided] of

the CGeneral Assenbly and a chai rman sel ected as herei nafter

following the year in which the Federal decennial census is
officially reported as required by Federal law, the [four] two
menbers shall be certified by the [President pro tenpore of the
Senate and the] Speaker of the [House of Representatives]

CGCeneral Assenbly to the elections officer of the Commpnweal th

who under | aw shall have supervision over el ections.

The [four] two nenbers within 45 days after their
certification shall select the [fifth] third nenber, who shal
serve as chairman of the comm ssion, and shall imredi ately
certify his nane to such elections officer. The chairman shal
be a citizen of the Commonwealth other than a local, State or
Federal official holding an office to which conpensation is
att ached.

If the [four] two nenbers fail to select the [fifth] third
menber within the tinme prescribed, a majority of the entire
menber ship of the Supreme Court within 30 days thereafter shal

appoint the chairman as aforesaid and certify [his] the
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appoi ntnment to such el ections officer.

Any vacancy in the comm ssion shall be filled within 15 days
in the sane manner in which such position was originally filled.
(c) No later than 90 days after either the comm ssion has
been duly certified or the popul ation data for the Commonweal t h
as determ ned by the Federal decennial census are avail abl e,

whi chever is later in time, the conmi ssion shall file a
prelimnary reapportionment plan with such el ections officer.

The conmm ssion shall have 30 days after filing the
prelimnary plan to nake corrections in the plan.

Any person aggrieved by the prelimnary plan shall have the
same 30-day period to file exceptions with the comm ssion in
whi ch case the conm ssion shall have 30 days after the date the
exceptions were filed to prepare and file with such el ections
of ficer a revised reapportionnment plan. If no exceptions are
filed within 30 days, or if filed and acted upon, the
comm ssions's plan shall be final and have the force of |aw

(d) Any aggrieved person may file an appeal fromthe final
plan directly to the Suprenme Court within 30 days after the
filing thereof. If the appellant establishes that the final plan
is contrary to |law, the Suprene Court shall issue an order
remandi ng the plan to the comm ssion and directing the
commi ssion to reapportion the Comonwealth in a manner not
inconsi stent with such order.

(e) Wen the Suprene Court has finally decided an appeal or
when the last day for filing an appeal has passed with no appeal
t aken, the reapportionnment plan shall have the force of |aw and
the districts therein provided shall be used thereafter in
el ections to the General Assenbly until the next reapportionnment

as required under this section 17.
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(f) The General Assenbly shall appropriate sufficient funds
for the conpensation and expenses of nmenbers and staff appointed
by the conm ssion, and ot her necessary expenses. The nenbers of
the comm ssion shall be entitled to such conpensation for their
services as the General Assenbly fromtime to tinme shal
determi ne, but no part thereof shall be paid until a prelimnary
plan is filed. If a prelimnary plan is filed but the comm ssion
fails to file a revised or final plan within the tine
prescri bed, the conm ssion nenbers shall forfeit all right to
conpensati on not paid.

(g) If a prelimnary, revised or final reapportionnent plan
is not filed by the commission within the tine prescribed by
this section, unless the tinme be extended by the Suprene Court
for cause shown, the Suprene Court shall imedi ately proceed on
its own notion to reapportion the Commonweal th.

(h) Any reapportionnent plan filed by the comm ssion, or
ordered or prepared by the Suprenme Court upon the failure of the
comm ssion to act, shall be published by the el ections officer
once in at | east one newspaper of general circulation in [each
senatorial and representative] assenbly district. The
publication shall contain a map of the Commonweal th show ng the
conpl ete reapportionnment of the General Assenbly by districts,
and a map showi ng the reapportionnment districts in the area
normal |y served by the newspaper in which the publication is
made. The publication shall also state the popul ation of the
[senatorial and representative] assenbly districts having the
smal | est and | argest popul ati on and the percentage vari ation of
such districts fromthe average popul ation for [senatorial and
representative] assenbly districts.

(2) That sections 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 13, 17, 20 and 30 of
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Article Il be anmended to read:
§ 1. Passage of |aws.

No | aw shall be passed except by bill, and no bill shall be
so altered or anended, on its passage through [either House] the

Ceneral Assenbly, as to change its original purpose.

8 2. Reference to commttee; printing.

No bill shall be considered unless referred to a conmttee,
printed for the use of the [nmenbers] del egates and returned
t heref rom
§ 4. Consideration of bills.

Every bill shall be considered on three different days [in
each House]. Al amendnents made thereto shall be printed for
the use of the [nmenbers] del egates before the final vote is
taken on the bill and before the final vote is taken, upon
witten request addressed to the [presiding officer of either

House] Speaker of the General Assenbly by at |east 25% of the

[ menbers] del egates elected to [that House] the General
Assenbly, any bill shall be read at length in [that House] the

CGCeneral Assenbly. No bill shall becone a law, unless on its

final passage the vote is taken by yeas and nays, the names of
t he persons voting for and against it are entered on the
journal, and a majority of the [nmenbers elected to each House]

del egates elected to the General Assenbly is recorded thereon as

voting in its favor

[8 5. Concurring in amendnents; conference comittee reports.
No anendment to bills by one House shall be concurred in by

the other, except by the vote of a majority of the menbers

el ected thereto, taken by yeas and nays, and the names of those

voting for and agai nst recorded upon the journal thereof; and

reports of commttees of conference shall be adopted in either
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House only by the vote of a majority of the nenbers el ected
thereto, taken by yeas and nays, and the nanes of those voting
recorded upon the journals.]

§ 8. Signing of bills.

The [presiding officer of each House] speaker shall, in the

presence of the [House] General Assenbly over which [he] the
speaker presides, sign all bills and joint resolutions passed by
the General Assenbly, after their titles have been publicly read
i mredi ately before signing; and the fact of signing shall be
entered on the journal.
§ 9. Action on concurrent orders and resol utions.

Every order, resolution or vote, [to which the concurrence of
bot h Houses may be necessary,] except on the question of
adj ournnment, shall be presented to the Governor and before it

shall take effect be approved by him or being disapproved,

shall be repassed by two-thirds of [both Houses] the General

case of a bill.
[8 10. Revenue bills.

Al bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of
Representatives, but the Senate may propose anmendnents as in
other bills.]

8§ 13. Vote denied [nmenbers] del egates with personal interest.

A [nmenber] del egate who has a personal or private interest in
any nmeasure or bill proposed or pending before the General
Assenbly shall disclose the fact [to the House of which he is a
menber], and shall not vote thereon
8§ 17. Appointnent of |egislative officers and enpl oyees.

The General Assenbly shall prescribe by |aw the nunber,

duti es and conpensation of the officers and enpl oyees of [each
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House] the General Assenbly, and no paynent shall be made from

the State Treasury, or be in any way authorized, to any person,
except to an acting officer or enployee elected or appointed in
pur suance of | aw.

§ 20. Cassification of nmunicipalities.

The [Legi sl ature] CGeneral Assenbly shall have power to
classify counties, cities, boroughs, school districts, and
t ownshi ps according to population, and all |aws passed rel ating
to each class, and all |aws passed relating to, and regul ating
procedure and proceedings in court with reference to, any cl ass,
shall be deened general legislation within the neaning of this
Consti tution.

§ 30. Charitable and educational appropriations.

No appropriation shall be nade to any charitable or
educational institution not under the absolute control of the
Commonweal t h, other than normal schools established by |aw for
the professional training of teachers for the public schools of
the State, except by a vote of two-thirds of all the [nenbers

el ected to each House] del egates el ected to the Ceneral

(3) That sections 2, 4, 8, 9, 12, 14 and 15 of Article IV be
amended to read:
8 2. Duties of Governor; election procedure; tie or contest.

The suprenme executive power shall be vested in the Governor
who shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed; he
shall be chosen on the day of the general election, by the
qualified el ectors of the Cormonweal th, at the places where they
shall vote for [Representatives] del egates. The returns of every

el ection for Governor shall be sealed up and transmtted to the

seat of governnment, directed to the [President of the Senate]
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Speaker of the CGeneral Assenbly, who shall open and publish them

in the presence of the [nmenbers of both Houses] del egates of the
Ceneral Assenbly. The person having the highest nunber of votes
shall be Governor, but if two or nore be equal and highest in

votes, one of them shall be chosen Governor by the [joint] vote

of the [nmenbers of both Houses] del egates of the General
Assenbly. Contested el ections shall be deternmi ned by a
commttee, to be selected from[both Houses of] the Ceneral
Assenbly, and fornmed and regulated in such manner as shall be
directed by | aw

§ 4. Lieutenant Governor.

A Li eutenant Governor shall be chosen jointly with the
Governor by the casting by each voter of a single vote
applicable to both offices, for the sane term and subject to
the sane provisions as the Governor[; he shall be President of
the Senate. As such, he may vote in case of a tie on any
guestion except the final passage of a bill or joint resolution,
t he adoption of a conference report or the concurrence in
anmendnents made by the House of Representatives].

§ 8. Appointing power.

(a) The Governor shall appoint a Secretary of Education and
such other officers as he shall be authorized by |aw to appoint.
The appoi ntment of the Secretary of Education and of such ot her
of ficers as may be specified by |law, shall be subject to the

consent of two-thirds or a nmgjority of the [nmenbers elected to

the Senate] delegates elected to the General Assenbly as is

speci fied by | aw
(b) The Governor shall fill vacancies in offices to which he

appoints by nomnating to the [Senate] Ceneral Assenbly a proper

person to fill the vacancy within 90 days of the first day of
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t he vacancy and not thereafter. The [Senate] General Assenbly

shall act on each executive nom nation within 25 | egislative

days of its submission. If the [Senate] General Assenbly has not

voted upon a nom nation within 15 | egi sl ative days foll ow ng

such subm ssion, any five [nmenbers of the Senate] del egates of

the General Assenbly may, in witing, request the [presiding

of ficer of the Senate] Speaker of the General Assenbly to place

the nom nation before the entire [Senate body] General Assenbly

wher eby the nom nation nmust be voted upon prior to the
expiration of five legislative days or 25 |l egislative days
foll owi ng subm ssion by the Governor, whichever occurs first. If
the nom nation is made during a recess or after adjournment sine

die, the [Senate] General Assenbly shall act upon it within 25

| egi sl ative days after its return or reconvening. If the

[ Senate] General Assenbly for any reason fails to act upon a

nom nation submtted to it within the required 25 legislative
days, the nom nee shall take office as if the appointnment had

been consented to by the [Senate] Ceneral Assenbly. The Governor

shall in a simlar manner fill vacancies in the offices of
Audi tor General, State Treasurer, justice, judge, justice of the
peace and in any other elective office he is authorized to fill.
In the case of a vacancy in an elective office, a person shal
be elected to the office on the next election day appropriate to
the office unless the first day of the vacancy is within two
cal endar nonths i mredi ately preceding the election day in which
case the election shall be held on the second succeedi ng
el ection day appropriate to the office.

(c) In acting on executive nom nations, the [Senate] Ceneral
Assenbly shall sit with open doors. The votes shall be taken by

yeas and nays and shall be entered on the journal.
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8§ 9. Pardoning power; Board of Pardons.

(a) In all crimnal cases except inpeachnment the Governor
shall have power to remt fines and forfeitures, to grant
reprieves, commutation of sentences and pardons; but no pardon
shall be granted, nor sentence comruted, except on the
recommendation in witing of a nmgjority of the Board of Pardons,
after full hearing in open session, upon due public notice. The
recommendation, with the reasons therefor at |ength, shall be
delivered to the Governor and a copy thereof shall be kept on
file in the office of the Lieutenant Governor in a docket kept
for that purpose.

(b) The Board of Pardons shall consist of the Lieutenant
Governor who shall be chairnman, the Attorney General and three
menber s appoi nted by the Governor with the consent of two-thirds
or amgjority of the [nmenbers elected to the Senate] del egates

of the General Assenbly as is specified by law for terns of six

years. The three nenbers appointed by the Governor shall be

resi dents of Pennsylvania and shall be recogni zed | eaders in
their fields; one shall be a nenber of the bar, one a
penol ogi st, and the third a doctor of nedicine, psychiatrist or
psychol ogi st. The board shall keep records of its actions, which
shall at all tinmes be open for public inspection.

8§ 12. Power to convene and adjourn the General Assenbly.

He may, on extraordi nary occasi ons, convene the General
Assenbly [, and in case of disagreenent between the two Houses,
with respect to the tine of adjournnent, adjourn themto such
time as he shall think proper, not exceeding four nonths. He
shall have power to convene the Senate in extraordi nary session
by proclamation for the transaction of Executive business].

8§ 14. Vacancy in office of Lieutenant Governor
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In case of the death, conviction on inpeachnent, failure to
qualify or resignation of the Lieutenant Governor, or in case he
shoul d beconme CGovernor under section 13 of this article, the

[ President pro tenpore of the Senate] Speaker of the General

Assenbly shall becone Lieutenant Governor for the remai nder of
the term In case of the disability of the Lieutenant Governor,
the powers, duties and enolunents of the office shall devolve

upon the [President pro tenpore of the Senate] Speaker of the

Ceneral Assenbly until the disability is renoved. Should there

be no Lieutenant Governor, the [President pro tenpore of the

Senate] Speaker of the General Assenbly shall beconme Governor if

a vacancy shall occur in the office of Governor and in case of
the disability of the Governor, the powers, duties and
enol unents of the office shall devolve upon the [President pro

tenpore of the Senate] Speaker of the General Assenbly until the

disability is renobved. [H s seat as Senator] The speaker's seat

as del egate shall becone vacant whenever he shall becone

Governor and shall be filled by election as any other vacancy in

the [ Senate] Ceneral Assenbly.

8§ 15. Approval of bills; vetoes.
Every bill which shall have passed [both Houses] the CGeneral

Assenbly shall be presented to the Governor; if he approves he
shall sign it, but if he shall not approve he shall return it
with his objections to [the House in which it shall have

ori gi nated, which House] the General Assenbly which shall enter

the objections at |arge upon their journal, and proceed to re-

consider it. |If after such re-consideration, two-thirds of al

the [menbers] del egates elected to [that House] the General
Assenbly shall agree to pass the bill, [it shall be sent with

the objections to the other House by which |ikewise it shall be
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re-consi dered, and if approved by two-thirds of all the nenbers
el ected to that House] it shall be a law, but in such cases the

votes of [both Houses] the CGeneral Assenbly shall be determ ned

by yeas and nays, and the nanmes of the [nenbers] del egates

voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the
[journal s of each House, respectively] journal. If any bill
shall not be returned by the Governor within ten days after it
shall have been presented to him the sanme shall be a law in
i ke manner as if he had signed it, unless the General Assenbly,
by their adjournnent, prevent its return, in which case it shal
be a law, unless he shall file the same, with his objections, in
the office of the Secretary of the Comonweal th, and give notice
t hereof by public proclamation within 30 days after such
adj our nnment .

(4) That sections 13, 14, 15 and subsection (n) of section
18 of Article V be anended to read:
8§ 13. Election of justices, judges and justices of the peace;

vacanci es.

(a) Justices, judges and justices of the peace shall be
el ected at the rmunicipal election next preceding the
commencenent of their respective terns of office by the electors
of the Commonweal th or the respective districts in which they
are to serve.

(b) A vacancy in the office of justice, judge or justice of
t he peace shall be filled by appointnment by the Governor. The
appoi ntment shall be with the advice and consent of two-thirds

of the menbers elected to the [Senate] Ceneral Assenbly, except

in the case of justices of the peace which shall be by a
maj ority. The person so appointed shall serve for a term ending

on the first Monday of January follow ng the next rmuni ci pal
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el ection nore than ten nonths after the vacancy occurs or for
t he remai nder of the unexpired term whichever is |ess.

(c) The provisions of section 13 (b) shall not apply either
in the case of a vacancy to be filled by retention election as
provided in section 15 (b), or in the case of a vacancy created
by failure of a justice or judge to file a declaration for
retention election as provided in section 15 (b). In the case of
a vacancy occurring at the expiration of an appointive term
under section 13 (b), the vacancy shall be filled by election as
provided in section 13 (a).

[(d) At the primary election in 1969, the electors of the
Commonweal th may el ect to have the justices and judges of the
Suprene, Superior, Comonwealth and all other statew de courts
appoi nted by the Governor froma list of persons qualified for
the offices submtted to himby the Judicial Qualifications
Commission. If a majority vote of those voting on the question
is in favor of this nethod of appointnment, then whenever any
vacancy occurs thereafter for any reason in such court, the
Governor shall fill the vacancy by appointnment in the manner
prescribed in this subsection. Such appoi ntnment shall not
require the consent of the Senate.

(e) Each justice or judge appointed by the Governor under
section 13 (d) shall hold office for an initial termending the
first Monday of January follow ng the next nunicipal election
nore than 24 nonths follow ng the appointnent. ]

[8 14. Judicial Qualifications Conm ssion.

(a) Should the nethod of judicial selection be adopted as
provided in section 13 (d), there shall be a Judicial
Qual i fications Comm ssion, conposed of four non-lawer electors

appoi nted by the Governor and three non-judge nmenbers of the bar
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of the Suprene Court appointed by the Suprenme Court. No nore
than four nenbers shall be of the same political party. The
menbers of the commi ssion shall serve for terns of seven years,
wi th one nenber being sel ected each year. The conm ssion shal
consider all nanes submtted to it and recomend to the Governor
not fewer than ten nor nore than 20 of those qualified for each
vacancy to be fill ed.

(b) During his term no nenber shall hold a public office or
publ i ¢ appoi ntnent for which he recei ves conpensati on, nor shal
he hold office in a political party or political organization.

(c) A vacancy on the comm ssion shall be filled by the
appointing authority for the bal ance of the term]

8§ 15. Tenure of justices, judges and justices of the peace.

(a) The regular termof office of justices and judges shal
be ten years and the regular termof office for judges of the
muni ci pal court and traffic court in the Gty of Philadel phia
and of justices of the peace shall be six years. The tenure of
any justice or judge shall not be affected by changes in
judicial districts or by reduction in the nunber of judges.

(b) A justice or judge el ected under section 13 (a)[,
appoi nted under section 13 (d)] or retained under this section
15 (b) may file a declaration of candidacy for retention
election with the officer of the Commonweal th who under | aw
shal | have supervision over elections on or before the first
Monday of January of the year preceding the year in which his
termof office expires. If no declaration is filed, a vacancy
shal |l exist upon the expiration of the termof office of such
justice or judge, to be filled by election under section 13 (a)
[or by appointnent under section 13 (d) if applicable]. If a

justice or judge files a declaration, his nane shall be
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submtted to the electors without party designation, on a
separate judicial ballot or in a separate colum on voting
machi nes, at the municipal election imediately preceding the
expiration of the termof office of the justice or judge, to
determ ne only the question whether he shall be retained in
office. If a majority is against retention, a vacancy shal
exi st upon the expiration of his termof office, to be filled by
appoi nt ment under section 13 (b) [or under section 13 (d) if
applicable]. If a mgjority favors retention, the justice or
j udge shall serve for the regular termof office provided
herein, unless sooner renoved or retired. At the expiration of
each terma justice or judge shall be eligible for retention as
provi ded herein, subject only to the retirenment provisions of
this article.
8§ 18. Suspension, renoval, discipline and conmpul sory
retirenent.

* %k

(n) This sectionis in addition to and not in substitution
for the provisions for inpeachnent for m sbehavior in office
contained in Article VI. No justice, judge or justice of the
peace agai nst whom i npeachnment proceedi ngs are pending in the

[ Senate] General Assenbly shall exercise any of the duties of

his office until he has been acquitted.

(5) That sections 3, 4, 5 and 7 of Article VI be anended to
read:
§ 3. Cath of office.

[ Senators, Representatives] Delegates of the General Assenbly

and all judicial, State and county officers shall, before
entering on the duties of their respective offices, take and

subscribe the following oath or affirmati on before a person
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aut hori zed to adm ni ster oaths.

"I do solemly swear (or affirm) that I wll support, obey
and defend the Constitution of the United States and the
Constitution of this Commonwealth and that | will discharge the
duties of ny office with fidelity."

The oath or affirmation shall be adm nistered to [a nenber of
the Senate or to a nenber of the House of Representatives in the
hall of the House to which he shall have been el ected] the

del eqgates of the General Assenbly in the hall of the General

Any person refusing to take the oath or affirmati on shal
forfeit his office.
8 4. Power of inpeachnent.

The [ House of Representatives] CGeneral Assenbly shall have

t he sol e power of inpeachnent.
§ 5. Trial of inpeachnents.

Al'l inpeachnents shall be tried by the [ Senate] Suprene
Court. When sitting for that purpose the [Senators] Justices
shall be upon oath or affirmation. No person shall be convicted
wi t hout the concurrence of two-thirds of the [nenbers] Justices
present.

§ 7. Reroval of civil officers.

Al civil officers shall hold their offices on the condition
t hat they behave thenselves well while in office, and shall be
removed on conviction of m sbehavior in office or of any
i nfamous crinme. Appointed civil officers, other than judges of
the courts of record, may be renoved at the pleasure of the
power by which they shall have been appointed. Al civil
officers elected by the people, except the Governor, the

Li eut enant Governor, [nenbers] del egates of the General Assenbly
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and judges of the courts of record, shall be renoved by the
Governor for reasonabl e cause, after due notice and ful

heari ng, on the address of two-thirds of the [ Senate] Ceneral

(6) That sections 2, 3 and 14 of Article VII be amended to

§ 2. General election day.

The general election shall be held biennially on the Tuesday
next followi ng the first Monday of Novenber in each even-
nunbered year, but the General Assenbly nmay by law fix a
different day, two-thirds of all the [nenbers of each House]

del egates of the Ceneral Assenbly consenting thereto: Provided,

That such el ection shall always be held in an even-nunbered
year.
8 3. Minicipal election day; offices to be filled on election
days.
Al'l judges elected by the electors of the State at |arge may
be el ected at either a general or rmunicipal election, as

ci rcunstances may require. Al elections for del egates of the

General Assenbly, judges of the courts for the several judicial

districts, and for county, city, ward, borough, and township
officers, for regular terns of service, shall be held on the
muni ci pal el ection day; nanmely, the Tuesday next follow ng the
first Monday of Novenber in each odd-nunbered year, but the
Ceneral Assenbly may by law fix a different day, two-thirds of

all the [nmenbers of each House] del egates of the General

Assenbly consenting thereto: Provided, That such el ections shal
be held in an odd-nunbered year: Provided further, That al
judges for the courts of the several judicial districts holding

office at the present tinme, whose terns of office may end in an
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odd- nunbered year, shall continue to hold their offices until
the first Monday of January in the next succeedi ng even-nunbered
year.
§ 14. Absentee voting.

The [Legi sl ature] CGeneral Assenbly shall, by general |aw,

provi de a manner in which, and the time and place at which,
qualified el ectors who nmay, on the occurrence of any el ection,
be absent fromthe State or county of their residence, because
their duties, occupation or business require themto be
el sewhere or who, on the occurrence of any el ection, are unable
to attend at their proper polling places because of illness or
physi cal disability, may vote, and for the return and canvass of
their votes in the election district in which they respectively
resi de.

(7) That section 1 of Article XI be anended to read:
8 1. Proposal of amendnents by the CGeneral Assenbly and their

adopti on.
Amendnents to this Constitution nmay be proposed in the

[ Senate or House of Representatives] CGeneral Assenbly; and if

the sane shall be agreed to by a majority of the [nenbers]

del egates el ected [to each House] thereto, such proposed
anmendnent or anendnents shall be entered on [their journals] the
journal with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and the Secretary
of the Commonweal th shall cause the sane to be published three
nont hs before the next general election, in at |least two
newspapers in every county in which such newspapers shall be
publ i shed; and if, in the General Assenbly next afterwards
chosen, such proposed anendnent or anendnents shall be agreed to
by a majority of the [nenbers] delegates elected [to each House]

thereto, the Secretary of the Conmonweal th shall cause the sane

19790H1355B1531 - 22 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

again to be published in the manner aforesaid; and such proposed
anmendnent or anendnents shall be submitted to the qualified
electors of the State in such manner, and at such tinme at | east
three nonths after being so agreed [to by the two Houses] and,
as the General Assenbly shall prescribe; and, if such amendnent
or amendnents shall be approved by a majority of those voting

t her eon, such anendnent or anendnents shall becone a part of the
Constitution; but no amendnment or amendnents shall be submitted
oftener than once in five years. Wien two or nore anmendnents
shall be submtted they shall be voted upon separately.

(a) In the event a nmjor energency threatens or is about to
threaten the Commonwealth and if the safety or welfare of the
Commonweal th requires pronpt amendnent of this Constitution,
such anendnents to this Constitution may be proposed [in the

Senate or House of Representatives] in the General Assenbly at

any regul ar or special session of the General Assenbly, and if
agreed to by at least two-thirds of the [nenbers elected to each

House] del egates elected thereto, a proposed anendnent shall be

entered on the journal [of each House] with the yeas and nays
taken thereon and the official in charge of statew de el ections
shall pronptly publish such proposed anmendnent in at |east two
newspapers in every county in which such newspapers are
publ i shed. Such anmendnment shall then be submitted to the
qualified el ectors of the Comonweal th in such nmanner, and at
such time, at |east one nonth after being agreed to by [both
Houses] and as the General Assenbly prescribes.

(b) If an enmergency anendnment is approved by a mpjority of
the qualified electors voting thereon, it shall becone part of
this Constitution. When two or nore energency anendnments are

submtted they shall be voted on separately.
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Schedul e:

The foregoing anendnents to the Constitution of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania if approved by the el ectorate,
shall take effect inmediately and shall be inplenented after
reapportionnent by selecting delegates for the General Assenbly
Session of 1984 at the elections to be held in 1983 or by
sel ecting del egates at the appropriate elections for a session
to begin 20 nonths after the approval of the el ectorate,
whi chever date is |ater

Section 2. These proposed anmendnents shall be submitted by
the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the qualified el ectors of
the State at the nunicipal election or general election next
hel d after the advertising requirements of Article Xl of the
Constitution of the Cormonweal th of Pennsyl vani a have been

sati sfi ed.
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