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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1154 =55

| NTRODUCED BY McCLATCHY, GLADECK, ZORD, PITTS, SIRIANN,
LASH NGER AND PERZEL, MAY 2, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, MAY 2, 1979
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare aws of the Commonweal th,"” deleting certain

aut hori zed services provided to persons eligible for nedical

assi st ance.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of assistance in section 402, act
of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the "Public Wl fare
Code, " anended July 15, 1976 (P.L.993, No.202), is anmended to
read:

Section 402. Definitions.--As used in this article:

"Assi stance" means noney, services, goods, shelter, [burial]
and nedical [, chiropractic] and other health care, including
nursi ng home care provided fromor with State, Federal, county,
county institution district or municipal funds, for needy
persons who reside in Pennsylvania and need assi stance to

provi de for thensel ves and their dependents a decent and

heal t hful standard of |iving, and for needy honel ess or
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transi ent persons.

* x *

Section 2. Sections 443.2 and 443.3 of the act, anended
Novenber 28, 1973 (P.L.364, No.128), are anended to read:

Section 443.2. Medical Assistance Paynents for Hone Health
Care.--The follow ng nedi cal assistance paynents shall be nade
in behal f of eligible persons whose care in the honme has been
prescri bed by a physician[, chiropractor or podiatrist]:

(1) Rates established by the departnent for post-hospital
home care, as specified by regulations of the departnent adopted
under Title XI X of the Federal Social Security Act for not nore
t han one hundred ei ghty days follow ng a period of
hospitalization, if such care is related to the reason the
person was hospitalized and if given by a hospital as
conprehensi ve, hospital type care in a patient's hone;

(2) Rates established by the departnent for hone health care
services if such services are furnished by a voluntary or
governnment al heal th agency.

Section 443.3. O her Medical Assistance Paynents.--Paynents
on behalf of eligible persons shall be made for other services,
as follows:

(1) Rates established by the departnent for outpatient
services as specified by regul ations of the departnent adopted
under Title XI X of the Federal Social Security Act consisting of
preventive, diagnostic, therapeutic, rehabilitative or
pal liative services; furnished by or under the direction of a
physi cian, [chiropractor, or podiatrist,] by a hospital or
outpatient clinic which qualifies to participate under Title X X
of the Federal Social Security Act, to a patient to whom such

hospital or outpatient clinic does not furnish room board and
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prof essi onal services on a continuous, twenty-four hour a day
basi s.

(2) Rates established by the departnment for (i) other
| aboratory and X-ray services prescribed by a physician[,
chiropractor or podiatrist] and furnished by a facility other
than a hospital which is qualified to participate under Title
XI X of the Federal Social Security Act, (ii) physician's
servi ces consisting of professional care by a physician,
[chiropractor or podiatrist,] in his office, the patient's hone
a hospital, a nursing home or el sewhere, (iii) the first three
pints of whole blood, (iv) renedial eye care, as provided in
Article VI1l consisting of medical or surgical care and aids and
services and other vision care provided by a physician skilled
in diseases of the eye or by an optonetrist which are not
ot herwi se avail able under this Article, (v) special nedical
services for school children, as provided in the Public School
Code of 1949, consisting of nedical, dental, vision care
provi ded by a physician skilled in diseases of the eye or by an
optonetrist or surgical care and aids and services which are not
ot herwi se avail able under this article.

Section 3. Section 509 of the act, anmended July 31, 1968
(P.L.904, No.273), is anended to read:

Section 509. Medical Assistance [and Burial].--Persons
receiving State Blind Pensions shall be eligible [for burial
assi stance and,] under the nedical assistance programof Article
IV, for paynent of home and office visits of physicians [or
chiropractors], prescribed drugs, dental care, vision care
provi ded by a physician skilled in diseases of the eye or by an
optonetri st, anbul ance service and visiting nurse service.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1979.
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