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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1003 *%

| NTRODUCED BY KOWALYSHYN, F. TAYLOR, LI VENGOOD,
A. C FOSTER, JR, REED, TELEK AND M R CLARK,
APRI L 23, 1979

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, APRIL 23, 1979

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), entitled "An

2 act relating to insurance; anending, revising, and

3 consolidating the I aw providing for the incorporation of

4 i nsurance conpani es, and the regul ation, supervision, and

5 protection of hone and foreign insurance conpanies, Lloyds

6 associ ations, reciprocal and inter-insurance exchanges, and

7 fire insurance rating bureaus, and the regulation and

8 supervi sion of insurance carried by such conpani es,

9 associ ations, and exchanges, including insurance carried by
10 the State Workmen' s | nsurance Fund; providing penalties; and
11 repeal i ng existing | aws, " providing for arson investigations
12 and the disclosure and confidentiality of certain
13 i nformati on.

14 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

15 hereby enacts as foll ows:

16 Section 1. The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.184), known
17 as "The I nsurance Conpany Law of 1921," is anended by adding a
18 section to read:

19 Section 508. Arson |Investigations.--(a) The foll ow ng words

20 and phrases when used in this section shall have the neani ngs

21 gqgiven themin this subsection unless the context clearly

22 indicates otherw se:

23 "Aut hori zed agency." Any of the follow ng offices or
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agencies or their duly authorized representati ves, when

i nvestigati ng or prosecuting arson in connection with a specific

fire: State Fire Marshal, Chief of the Division of Forest Fire

Protecti on of the Departnent of Environnmental Resources, chi ef

of any paid nmunicipal fire departnent or volunteer fire conpany,

Attorney General, district attorney, any | aw enforcenent officer

with the power to investigate arson and any Federal agency.

"Insurer." Any insurer authorized under this article to

issue or wite fire insurance in this Commpnweal th, including

its agents, servants, investigators and adjusters.

(b) An authorized agency nmay, when there is evidence or

suspi cion that the crine of arson has been conmmi tted, request

any insurer to release all information in its possessi on whi ch

t he aut hori zed agency determ nes to be relevant to such cri ne.

The i nsurer shall rel ease:

(1) Any insurance policy or any application for such a

policy.

(2) Policy prem um paynent records.

(3) History of previous clains made by the insured for fire

(4) WMaterial relating to the investigati on of the | oss,

i ncludi ng statenents of any person, proof of |oss and any ot her

rel evant evi dence.

(c)(1) |If any insurer has reason to suspect that a fire | oss

was caused by incendiary neans, the insurer shall furnish an

aut hori zed agency with all relevant i nformati on acquired during

its investigation of the fire | oss and cooperate in an

i nvestigati on by any authori zed agency.

(2) The authorized agency provided with i nformati on pursuant

to this section nay rel ease such information to any of the other
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aut hori zed agencies or to insurers. However, no such i nfornmation

shall be otherw se di scl osed or rel eased and shall be held in

confidence until such tine as its rel ease or disclosure is

required in a crimnal or civil proceeding.

(d) In the absence of fraud or nmalice, no i nsurer who

furni shes informati on pursuant to this section shall be |iable

for damages in a civil action or subject to crim nal

prosecuti on, nor shall any authorized agency whi ch rel eases

i nformati on pursuant to this section be liable for damages in a

civil action or subject to crimnal prosecution. The act of

furni shing i nfornmati on requi red pursuant to this secti on shal

not constitute an act of fraud or malice.

(e) In any case in which an insurer willfully fails to

conply with the provisions of this section, the authorized

agency may petition the court of commpbn pleas in an appropriate

county for an order requiring conpliance.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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