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HOUSE BILL
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| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. M LLER, SCHWEDER, NOYE, STUBAN, COLE
ZORD, MRKONI C, REED AND MRS. ARTY, MARCH 13, 1979

SENATOR COPPERSM TH, PUBLI C HEALTH AND VELFARE, | N SENATE
AS AVENDED, JUNE 27, 1979

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Reenacting and anmendi ng the act of Novenber 30, 1976 (P.L.1207,
No. 265), entitled "An act to provi de assi stance and
encour agenment for the devel opment of conprehensive area
energency nedi cal services systens,” redefining the word
“rural," further providing for applications for grants and
contracts, including rescue services and critical care units,
aut hori zing additional grants and contracts, reducing the
anount above which grants nust be reconmmended, REGULATI NG THE <—
LI CENSI NG, | NSPECTI ON AND OPERATI ON OF AMBULANCE SERVI CES
AND AMBULANCE PERSONNEL, PROVI DI NG FOR RENEWAL AND REVOCATI ON
OF LI CENSES, PROVI DI NG PENALTI ES and extending the |ife of
t he act.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of Novenber 30, 1976 (P.L.1207, No.265),
known as the "Emergency Medical Services Systenms Act," is
reenacted and anmended to read:

Section 1. Short Title.--This act may be known and cited as
t he "Energency Medical Services Systenms Act.”

Section 2. Definitions.--For the purposes of this act:

"ADVI SORY BOARD' MEANS THE ADVI SORY BOARD ON AMBULANCE <—
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"AMBULANCE" MEANS ANY MOTOR VEHI CLE THAT IS SPECIALLY

DESI GNED, CONSTRUCTED, OR MODI FI ED AND EQUI PPED, AND ANY

Al RCRAFT VHICH IS SPECI ALLY DESI GNED, CONSTRUCTED, OR MODI FI ED

AND EQUI PPED AND IS USED OR | NTENDED TO BE USED, NAI NTAI NED OR

OPERATED FOR THE PURPOSE OF RENDERI NG EMERGENCY MEDI CAL CARE TO

AND TRANSPORTATI ON OF PATI ENTS.

"AMBULANCE SERVI CE" MEANS REGULARLY ENGAG NG IN THE BUSI NESS

OR SERVI CE OF PROVI DI NG EMERGENCY NMEDI CAL CARE AND

TRANSPORTATI ON OF PATI ENTS W THI N THE COMVONWEAL TH.

" AMBULANCE TECHNI CI AN' NMEANS AN [ NDI VI DUAL WHO IS CERTI FI ED

BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AS HAVI NG SUCCESSFULLY COVPLETED AN

APPROVED COURSE COF | NSTRUCTI ON | N ADVANCED FI RST Al D AND

CARDI GPULMONARY RESUSCI TATI ON.

" DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH OF THE

COMVONVEALTH OF PENNSYLVAN A.

"Emer gency health services council” neans an organi zation
not-for-profit which is recognized by the Departnment of Health
as representative of the health professions and major public and
vol untary agenci es, organi zations and institutions concerned
wi th providing enmergency health care; and whose functions are to
devel op and i npl ement conprehensive enmergency health services
prograns within a defined area of the Conmonweal t h.

"Emer gency nedi cal services systeni neans a system which
provi des for the arrangenment of personnel, facilities and
equi pnent for the effective and coordi nated delivery of
energency health care services required in managenent of
i ncidents which occur either as a result of a patient's
condition or of natural disasters or simlar situations.

"EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI Cl AN® MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL VWHO | S

CERTI FI ED BY THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO THE ACT OF NOVEMBER 30,
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1976 (P.L.1205, NO 264), ENTITLED "AN ACT DEFI NI NG EMERGENCY

VEDI CAL_TECHNI Cl AN; AUTHORI ZI NG SUCH PERSONNEL TO RENDER

EMERGENCY CARE; EXEMPTI NG SUCH PERSONNEL AND PHYSI Cl ANS WORKI NG

IN CONJUNCTION WTH THEM FROM CIVIL LI ABI LI TY WHEN RENDERI NG

SUCH CARE; AND MAKI NG REPEALS."

"INVALI D COACH' MEANS ANY LAND OR AIR VEHICQLE THAT IS

MAI NTAI NED, OPERATED, AND | NTENDED TO BE USED PRIMARILY TO

TRANSPORT PERSONS ROUTI NELY WHO ARE CONVALESCENT, OR OTHERW SE

NONAMBULATORY, AND DO NOT REQUI RE MEDI CAL TREATMENT VHI LE I N

"PATI ENT" NMEANS ANY I NDIVIDUAL VWHO | S SI CK, | NJURED, WOUNDED

OR OTHERW SE | NCAPACI TATED OR HELPLESS.

"RESCUE VEHI CLE" MEANS ANY MOTOR VEH CLE VH CH IS DESI GNED

AND EQUI PPED FOR RESCUE OPERATI ONS AND WHICH IS NOT USED FOR

EMERGENCY MEDI CAL__CARE AND TRANSPORT OF PATI ENTS.

"Rural" nmeans [an area outside the standard netropolitan

statistical area.] areas outside urbani zed areas defined by the

Uni ted States Bureau of Census.

"Secretary" neans the Secretary of Health.

Section 3. Gants and Contracts for Organization of
Emer gency Health Services Councils.--(a) The secretary shal
make grants to and enter into contracts with eligible entities
as defined in section 7(a) for projects to organi ze energency
heal th services councils.

(b) If any grants or contracts are entered into under this
section for organi zation of an energency health services
council, no other grant or contract nay be entered into under
this section for any other council for the sane area or for an
area whi ch includes, in whole or substantial part, such area.

(c) Reports of any studies assisted under this section shal

19790H0657B1860 - 3 -
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be submtted to the Departnment of Health at such intervals as
may be prescribed, and a conprehensive energency health services
pl an for the geographic area served by the council shall be
submtted not later than one year fromthe date the grant was
made or the contract entered into, as the case may be.

(d) An application for a grant or contract under this
section shall:

(1) denonstrate the need of the area for which the study and
planning will be done for an enmergency nedi cal services system

(2) contain qualitative data that the applicant is qualified
to plan an energency nedical services systemfor such area; and

(3) contain pertinent information assuring that the planning
will be conducted in cooperation with each [areaw de

conprehensi ve heal th planni ng agency] regional health systens

agency whose plan covers, in whole or in part, such area.

(e) Project funds under this section may be used only for
the foll ow ng purposes:

(1) Salaries and related benefits and travel of counci
staff.

(2) Leasing or rental of office space.

(3) Procurenment of office furniture, equi pnment and suppli es.

(4) Printing and duplicating costs.

(f) In the event that an established entity has received,
prior to the effective date of this act, fromthe Departnent of
Heal th, a declaration of recognition that agency shall becone
t he emergency health services council under this act.

Section 4. Training in Energency Medical Services.--(a)
Grants may be nade and contracts entered into with school s of

nmedi ci ne, [osteopathy,] osteopathic nedicine, nursing, training

centers for allied health professions, teaching hospitals and

19790H0657B1860 - 4 -
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ot her appropriate entities to assist in neeting the cost of
training prograns in the techni ques and nmet hods of providing
enmergency nedi cal services, including the skills required in

(b) No grant or contract may be nmade or entered into under
this section unless an application has been subnmtted to the
Department of Health. Such application shall be in such fornmat
as prescribed by regulation. Gantees and contractees under this
section shall make such reports at such intervals, and
cont ai ni ng such information, as required.

Section 5. Gants and Contracts for Establishing or
Expansi on and | nprovenent of Enmergency Health Services
Systens.--(a) The secretary shall make grants to and enter into
contacts with eligible entities, as defined in section 7(a) for
the establishnment, initial operation or expansion and
i nprovenent of energency nedical services systenms which
coordinate with the Statew de emergency nedi cal services plan.

(b) (1) Gants and contracts under this section may only be
used for costs associated with establishnent, expansion and
i mprovenent of energency nedical services systens through:

(i) Purchasing of anbul ance and anbul ance equi pnent.

(1i) Purchasing of conmunications equi pnent.

(1i1) Purchasing of certain equipnent for hospital energency
depart nments.

(iv) Providing prograns of public education and informtion
regardi ng the emergency nedi cal services system

(2) Project funds may not be used for the foll ow ng:

(i) Construction of new facilities.

(i) Acquisition of facilities.

(ti1) Purchase of built-in hospital equipnent which will be

19790H0657B1860 - 5 -
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used nore than 25% of the time for nonemergency uses.

(iv) Establishment, expansion or inprovenment of services or
facilities involved in the care of patients in the nornal
hospital environs or in any other care facility, except for
those customarily associated with the energency departnent or

critical care units.

(v) Maintenance of equi pnent or replacenent of supplies.

(vi) Costs normally borne by the patient.

(3) Each grant or contract under this section shall be made
for costs of establishnment and operation in the year for which
the grant or contract is nmade. If a grant or contract is made
under this section for a system [one] additional [grant or

contract] grants or contracts for that systemshall be made

after a review of the first nine nonths' activities of the
applicant carried out under the [first] present grant or
contract, if it is determned that the applicant is
satisfactorily progressing in the establishnent and operation of
the systemin accordance with the plan contained in his
application, pursuant to section 7, for the [first] grant or
contract.

(4) Subject to section 7(e):

(i) The amount of the [first] 1979-1980 grant or contract
under this section for an energency nedi cal services system may
not exceed [50% 40% of the eligible costs.

(i1i) The anpunt of the [second] 1980-1981 grant or contract
under this section for a system may not exceed [25% 30% of the
eligible costs.

(iii) The anmpunt of the 1981-1982 grant or contract under

this section for a system may not exceed 25% of the eligible

19790H0657B1860 - 6 -



Section 6. Gants and Contracts for Research.--(a) The
secretary nmay nmake grants to public or nonprofit entities and
enter into contracts with public entities and nonprofit
organi zations for the support of research in enmergency nedical
t echni ques, nethods, devices and delivery. Special consideration
shall be given to applications for grants or contracts for
research relating to the delivery of energency nedical services
in rural areas.

(b) No grant may be made or contract entered into under this
section for anobunts in excess of [$35,000] $25, 000 unless the
application has been reconmended for approval by a peer review
panel designated or established by the secretary. Any
application for a grant or contract under this section shall be
submtted in such formand manner and contain such information
as prescribed in regul ations.

(c) The recipient of a grant or contract under this section
shall make such reports as may be required by regul ation.

Section 7. General Provisions Respecting Gants and
Contracts.--(a) For purposes of sections 3, 5 and 6, the term
"eligible entity" neans:

(1) a unit of general |ocal governnent;

(2) an energency health services council;

(3) a public entity adm nistering a conmpact or other
regi onal arrangenent or consortiun or

(4) any other public entity and any nonprofit entity.

(b) (1) No grant or contract may be made under this act
unl ess an application has been submitted to, and approved by,

t he Departnent of Health.
(2) No application for a grant or contract under sections 3,

5 or 6 may be approved unl ess:

19790H0657B1860 - 7 -



(i) the application neets the application requirenents of
such secti ons;

(i1i) each areawi de Health Service Agency, if any, whose plan
covers, in whole or in part, the service area of such system
has had not |ess than 30 days, neasured fromthe date a copy of
the application was subnmtted to the agency by the applicant, in
whi ch to comrent on the application;

(ti1) the applicant agrees to nmaintain such records and maeke
such reports as necessary to carry out the provisions of this

section, including informati on pertaining to all other sources

of applicant incone;

(iv) the application is submtted in such formand such
manner and contains such information, including specification of
appl i cabl e provisions of |aw or regul ations which restrict the
full utilization of the training and skills of health
prof essions and allied and other health personnel in the
provi sion of health care services in such a system as
prescribed in regul ations; and

(v) an energency nedical services systemshall:

(A) include an adequate nunber of health professionals,
allied health professionals, and other health personnel wth
appropriate training and experience;

(B) provide for its personnel continuous training, including
clinical training and continuing education prograns which are
coordinated with other prograns in the systenis service area
whi ch provide simlar training and educati on;

(© join the personnel, facilities and equi pnent of the
system by a central comrunications systemso that requests for
energency health care services will be handl ed by [a]

communi cations [facility] facilities which (1) utilizes

19790H0657B1860 - 8 -
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enmergency nedi cal tel ephonic screening to deternm ne the
appropriate emergency service response, (I1) utilizes the

uni versal energency tel ephone nunber 911, and (I11) will have
di rect communi cati on network connections with the personnel,
facilities, and equi pnent of the system and with other
appropri ate emergency nedi cal services systens;

(D) include an adequate nunber of necessary ground, air, and
wat er vehicles and transportation nmeans to neet the individual
characteristics of the system s service area which (1) vehicles
and facilities neet design criteria relating to |ocation,
desi gn, performance, and equi prment, and (lI1) the operators and
ot her personnel of these said vehicles and facilities neet
appropriate training and experience requirenents;

(E) include an adequate nunber of easily accessible
energency nedical services facilities which are collectively
capabl e of providing services on a continuous basis, which have
appropriate nonduplicative and categorized capabilities, which
nmeet appropriate standards relating to capacity, |ocation,
personnel , and equi pnent and which are coordinated with other
health care facilities of the system

(F) provide access, including appropriate transportation, to
specialized critical nedical care units in the systems service
area, or, if there are no such units or an inadequate nunber of
themin such area, provide access to such units in neighboring
areas if access to such units is feasible in terns of tinme and
di st ance;

(G provide for the effective utilization of the appropriate
personnel, facilities, and equi pnment of each agency providing
energency services in the systenis service area;

(H) be organized in a manner that provi des persons who

19790H0657B1860 - 9 -
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reside in the system s service area and who have no prof essi onal
training or financial interest in the provision of health care
wi th an adequate opportunity to participate in the making of
policy for the system

(I') provide, without prior inquiry as to ability to pay,
necessary energency nedical services to all patients requiring
such servi ces;

(J) provide for transfer of patients to facilities and
prograns which offer such followip care and rehabilitation as is
necessary to effect the maxi mumrecovery of the patient;

(K) provide for a standardi zed patient data collection
system whi ch data shall cover all phases of the system

(L) provide progranms of public education and information in
the system s service area, taking into account the needs of
visitors to, as well as residents of, that area to know or be
able to learn i medi ately the neans of obtaining energency
nmedi cal services, which prograns stress the general
di ssem nation of information regardi ng appropriate nethods of
first aid and cardi opul nonary resuscitation and regardi ng the
avai lability of first aid training prograns in the area;

(M provide for (1) periodic, conprehensive and i ndependent
review and eval uation of the extent and quality of the energency
health care services provided in the systenis service area, and
(I'l) subm ssion to the Departnent of Health of the reports of
each such revi ew and eval uati on

(N have a plan to assure that the systemw ||l be capabl e of
provi di ng energency nedical services in the systems service
area during mass casualty situations, natural disasters, or

decl ared states of enmergency, in consonance with 35 Pa.C. S. §

7101, et seq. (referring to energency nanagenent services) and

19790H0657B1860 - 10 -
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in coordination with the Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent

Agency; and

(O provide for the establishnment of appropriate
arrangenents with energency nedi cal services systens or simlar
entities serving neighboring areas for the provision of
energency nedi cal services on a reciprocal basis where access to
such services would be nore appropriate and effective in terns
of the services available, tinme and distance.
The secretary shall by regul ations prescribe standards and
criteria for the requirenments prescribed by this subsection. The

secretary may adjust the gui delines based on regqgi onal

variations. In prescribing such standards and criteria, the

secretary shall consider relevant standards and criteria
prescri bed by other public agencies and by private
or gani zati ons.

(c) The Departnent of Health shall provide technical
assi stance, as appropriate, to eligible entities as necessary
for the purpose of their preparing applications or otherw se
qual i fying for or carrying out grants or contracts under
sections 3, 4, 5 or 6, with special consideration for applicants
in rural areas.

(d) Paynents under grants and contracts under this act may
be made in advance or by way of reinbursenent and in such
instal |l ments and on such conditions as the secretary determ nes
will nost effectively carry out this act.

(e) In determning the anount of any grant or contract under
sections 3, 4, 5 or 6, the anount of funds available to the
applicant from Federal grant or contract prograns pertaining to
energency health services shall be taken into consideration.

(f) Non-State contributions shall be cash and may i ncl ude

19790H0657B1860 - 11 -
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the outlay of noney to the grantee by private, public or
governnmental third parties, including the Federal Governnent.

(g) Anyone applying for and/or receiving funds under this
act shall not be precluded from applying for and/ or receiving
funds under any other State or Federal program

Section 8. Administration.--(a) The secretary shal
adm ni ster the program of grants and contracts authorized by
this act through an identifiable adm nistrative unit within the
Departnment of Health. Such unit shall also be responsible for
col l ecting, analyzing, cataloging, and dissemnating all data
useful in the devel opnment and operation of energency nedi cal
services systens, including data derived fromreviews and
eval uati ons of energency nedical services systens assisted under
section 5.

(b) The secretary may wai ve conpliance with regul ati ons as
they pertain to certain specific eligible entities if he
determ nes that conpliance is not necessary for a specific
eligible entity to set up and operate an energency nedi cal

services system provided that due notice is given of such

action.

Section 9. Annual Report.--The secretary shall prepare and
submt annually to the General Assenbly a report on the
adm nistration of this act. Each report shall include an
eval uati on of the adequacy of the provision of emergency nedi cal
services in the Coomonweal th during the period covered by the
report, and evaluation of the extent to which the needs for such

services are being adequately net through assistance provided

under this act, and a full accounting of program expenditures,

t he purpose for which each grant is awarded and the anpunt of

such grants, and his reconmmendations for such |legislation as he

19790H0657B1860 - 12 -
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determnes is required to provide enmergency nedi cal services at

a |l evel adequate to meet such needs. Such report shall also

i ncl ude accounti ng of any funds appropri ated by gover nnent al

sources which are used by the departnent or its qgrantees,

i ncl udi ng the purposes for which such funds are used.

Section 10. Appropriations to Rural Areas.--Not |ess than
[2094 30% of the appropriati ons FOR EMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CES <—

made pursuant to this act shall be nade available for grants and

contracts under this act for such fiscal year for energency

nmedi cal services systens which service or will serve rura
ar eas.
SECTI ON 11. GENERAL PROVI SI ONS. - - THE SECRETARY SHALL HAVE <—

THE PONER AND DUTY TO

(1) ESTABLISH AND CERTIFY M NI MUM STANDARDS W TH THE

APPROVAL OF THE ADVI SORY BOARD FOR TRAI NI NG OF ANMBULANCE

TECHNI Cl ANS.

(2) ESTABLI SH M Nl MUM STANDARDS W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE

ADVI SORY BOARD FOR THE LI CENSURE OF AMBULANCE SERVI CES.

(3)  MAKE | NSPECTI ONS OF AMBULANCE SERVI CES, THEIR

AMBULANCES, EQUI PVMENT, AND PERSONNEL CERTI FI CATES TO DETERM NE

COVPLI ANCE WTH TH S ACT AND ANY REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED

PURSUANT THERETO, | N THE ABSENCE OF AN | NSPECTI ON BY AN

EMERGENCY HEALTH SERVI CES COUNCI L OR A LOCAL HOSPI TAL CERTI FI ED

I N ACCORDANCE W TH RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROVULGATED PURSUANT

HERETO.

(4) PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE

PROVI SIONS OF TITLE 45 PA.C.S. (RELATING TO LEGAL NOTI CES) AND

PURSUANT TO THI S ACT.

SECTION 12. LI CENSE REQUI RED TO OPERATE AN ANMBULANCE

SERVI CE. -- (A) EXCEPT _AS PROVIDED I N SUBSECTION (H), ONE YEAR
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AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT, NO PERSQON, EITHER AS AN

OMER, AGENT OR OTHERW SE, SHALL FURN SH, OPERATE, CONDUCT,

MAI NTAI N, ADVERTI SE OR OTHERW SE ENGAGE | N OR PROFESS TO BE

ENGAGED | N PROVI DI NG AMBULANCE SERVI CE UPON THE H G-MAYS, OR ANY

PUBLI C PLACE IN THE COVMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANI A UNLESS THAT

PERSON HOLDS A CURRENTLY VALID LI CENSE TO OPERATE AN AMBULANCE

SERVI CE | SSUED BY THE SECRETARY PURSUANT TO THI S ACT.

(B) THE SECRETARY SHALL | SSUE A LICENSE TO ANY PERSON VWHO

MAKES APPLI CATI ON THERETO W THI N ONE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE

DATE OF THIS ACT AND VWHO WAS PROVI DI NG AMBULANCE SERVI CE ON THE

EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT_VWHEN A DETERM NATI ON HAS BEEN MADE AS

PROVI DED HEREIN THAT THE SERVICE WLL BE I N COVPLI ANCE WTH THE

REQUI REMENTS OF THI S ACT_OR ANY REGULATI ONS ADOPTED PURSUANT

THERETO

(C) ADDITIONAL LICENSES SHALL BE | SSUED WHEN THE SECRETARY

FI NDS UPON | NVESTI GATI ON THAT THE SERVICE WLL BE I N COVPLI ANCE

WTH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S ACT OR ANY REGULATI ONS ADOPTED

PURSUANT THERETO.

(D) __APPLI CATI ONS FOR AMBULANCE SERVI CE LI CENSES HEREUNDER

SHALL BE MADE UPON SUCH FORMS PREPARED OR PRESCRI BED BY THE

SECRETARY AND SHALL CONTAI N | NFORVATI ON DEEMVED REASONABLY

NECESSARY TO A FAIR DETERM NATI ON OF COVPLI ANCE WTH TH S ACT.

(E) HOLDERS OF LICENSES TO OPERATE AN AMBULANCE SERVI CE

SHALL NOT_ DI SCONTI NUE SERVI CE UNTI L 90 _DAYS AFTER THE HOLDER

NOTI FI ES THE SECRETARY I N WRI TI NG THAT THE SERVICE | S TO BE

DI SCONTI NUED. _NOTI CE TO THE SECRETARY SHALL | NCLUDE A NOTARI ZED

STATEMENT THAT THE LI CENSEE HAS NOTI FI ED THE CH EF EXECUTI VE

OFFI CER OF EACH POLITICAL _SUBDIVISION IN THE LI CENSEE' S

AMBULANCE SERVI CE AREA OF HI S I NTENT TO DI SCONTI NUE ANMBULANCE

SERVI CE, AND THAT THE | NTENT TO DI SCONTI NUE AMBULANCE SERVI CE

19790H0657B1860 - 14 -
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HAS BEEN ADVERTI SED | N NEWSPAPERS OF GENERAL CI RCULATION I N THE

LI CENSEE' S AMBULANCE SERVI CE AREA.

(F) A LICENSE TO OPERATE AN AMBULANCE SERVICE IS NOT

TRANSFERABLE AND SHALL REMAIN VALID FOR A PERI OD OF ONE YEAR,

UNLESS REMOVED OR SUSPENDED BY THE SECRETARY; EXCEPT THAT,

DURI NG THE TWO- YEAR PERI GD SUBSEQUENT TO THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF

TH' S ACT, THE SECRETARY MAY | SSUE LI CENSES VALID FOR A PERI OD

NOT_TO EXCEED TWO YEARS.

(G _ THE SECRETARY SHALL | SSUE A TEMPORARY LI CENSE FOR

OPERATI ON OF AN AMBULANCE SERVI CE WHEN THE SECRETARY DEEMS I T IN

THE PUBLI C | NTEREST TO DO SO. SUCH TEMPORARY LI CENSE SHALL BE

VALI D FOR A PERI OD NOT TO EXCEED 90 DAYS, AND SHALL BE RENEWABLE

WTH THE APPROVAL OF THE ADVI SORY BOARD AND SECRETARY.

(H_ THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY UNTI L

THREE YEARS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ACT TO PERSONS VHO

(1) PROVI DE_ AMBULANCE SERVI CE BASED | N SEVENTH OR EI GHTH

CLASS COUNTI ES; AND

(2) APPLY, ON A FORM FURNI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT, FOR AN

EXEMPTI ON.

SECTI ON 13. CERTI FI CATI ON OF AMBULANCE TECHNI Cl ANS. - - (A)

THE SECRETARY W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL

PROVULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS SETTI NG FORTH THE

QUALI FI CATI ONS_FOR CERTI FI CATI ON OF AN AMBULANCE TECHNI Cl AN. _ THE

SECRETARY W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL

PRESCRI BE A COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON OF 40 _HOURS OR THAT NUMBER OF

HOURS REQUI RED BY THE AMERI CAN RED CROSS FOR | TS ADVANCED FI RST

Al D AND EMERGENCY CARE COURSE, |F IT IS GREATER, OR ITS

EQUI VALENT, AND SHALL REQUI RE SUCCESSFUL COVPLETI ON OF THAT

COURSE AS A PREREQUI SI TE TO CERTI FI CATI ON. HOAEVER, PERSONS WHO

THREE YEARS PRI OR TO THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT HAVE BEEN
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CERTI FI ED AS HAVI NG COMPLETED OR VWHO HAVE BEEN RECERTIFIED IN A

COURSE _OF INSTRUCTI ON OF 40 _HOURS OR THAT NUMBER OF HOURS

REQUI RED BY THE AMERI CAN RED CROSS FOR I TS ADVANCED FI RST Al D

AND EMERGENCY CARE COURSE, |F IT IS GREATER, OR ITS EQUI VALENT,

SHALL BE CERTI FI ED AS AMBULANCE TECHNI Cl ANS. DURI NG THE TWO- YEAR

PERI OD SUBSEQUENT TO THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ACT, PERSONS WHO

HAVE NOT COVPLETED THE TRAI NI NG REQUI REMENTS AS SET FORTH I N

TH' S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE CERTI FI ED AS AMBULANCE TECHNICI ANS | F

THEY TAKE AND SUCCESSFULLY PASS AN EXAM NATI ON ADM NI STERED BY

THE SECRETARY.

(B) _APPLI CANTS FOR CERTI FI CATI ON AS AMBULANCE TECHN Cl ANS

SHALL APPLY TO THE SECRETARY ON FORMS PRESCRI BED BY THE

SECRETARY AND SHALL PROVI DE _SUCH | NFORVATI ON AS THE SECRETARY

SHALL DEEM NECESSARY FOR COWVPLI ANCE WTH TH S ACT.

(© AVBULANCE TECHNI Cl AN CERTI FI CATI ONS SHALL NOT BE

TRANSFERABLE AND SHALL BE VALID FOR A PERI OD OF THREE YEARS

UNLESS SUSPENDED OR REVOKED BY THE SECRETARY.

(D) AVBULANCE TECHNI Cl AN CERTI FI CATI ON MAY BE RENEVED AFTER

SUCCESSFUL COVPLETI ON OF A COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON AS PRESCRI BED

BY THE SECRETARY, SUCH COURSE NOT_TO EXCEED 20_HOURS.

(E) THE SECRETARY NAY | SSUE TEMPORARY AMBULANCE TECHNI CI AN

CERTI FI CATIONS VALID FOR A PERIGD NOT_TO EXCEED 90 DAYS WHEN THE

SECRETARY FINDS THAT IT WLL BE IN THE PUBLIC | NTEREST TO DO SO

TEMPORARY AMBULANCE TECHNI Cl AN CERTI FI CATI ONS _SHALL BE RENEWABLE

AT _THE DI SCRETI ON OF THE SECRETARY. THE ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL

APPROVE ALL EXTENS|I ONS BEYOND 180 DAYS.

SECTI ON 14. AMBULANCE TECHN Cl AN REQUI RED ON AMBULANCES. - -

(A) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED I N SUBSECTIONS (B) AND (C), AFTER JULY

1, 1981, EACH LI CENSED AMBULANCE SERVI CE SHALL REQUI RE THAT AN

AMBULANCE VHEN OPERATED I N RESPONSE TO A CALL FOR ASS| STANCE,

19790H0657B1860 - 16 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

EXCEPT FOR ROUTI NE TRANSFER OF CONVALESCENT OR OTHER

NONEMERGENCY CASES, SHALL BE STAFFED BY AN AVBULANCE TECHN Cl AN

OR AN EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI CI AN.

(B) AFTER JULY 1, 1981, UPON THE RECOMMENDATI ON CF AN

EMERGENCY HEALTH SERVI CES COUNCI L _AND THE APPROVAL OF THE

ADVI SORY BOARD ON AMBULANCE SERVI CE, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

REQU RE IN THE AREA IN VWHI CH THE COUNCI L PLANS AND COORDI NATES

SERVI CE THAT | S REFERRED TO I N SUBSECTI ON (A), ONE PERSON SHALL

BE_AN EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHN Cl AN.

(€ THE PROVI SIONS OF SUBSECTIONS (A) AND (B) SHALL NOT

APPLY UNTIL THREE YEARS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT TO

LI CENSED AMBULANCE SERVI CES VHI CH:

(1) PROVI DE_ AMBULANCE SERVI CE BASED | N SEVENTH OR EI GHTH

CLASS COUNTI ES; AND

(2) APPLY, ON A FORM FURNI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT, FOR AN

EXEMPTI ON.

(D) I'F, HONEVER, AFTER REASONABLE EFFORT TO SECURE THE

M N MUM STAFF_REQUI RED BY THI S SECTI ON, SUCH STAFF_CANNOT BE

SECURED, A LI CENSED AVMBULANCE SERVI CE MAY PERM T AN AMBULANCE TO

RESPOND TO AN EMERGENCY CALL FOR ASS| STANCE.

SECTI ON 15. ADVI SORY BOARD ON AMBULANCE SERVICE. --(A) FOR

THE PURPOSE OF ASSI STI NG THE SECRETARY | N DEVELOPI NG STANDARDS

FOR USE IN THE ADM NI STRATION OF THI S ACT, THE SECRETARY SHALL

APPO NT_AN ADVI SORY BOARD. SUCH BOARD SHALL CONSI ST OF 15

VEMBERS. THE MEMBERS SHALL | NCLUDE PHYSI CI ANS SKILLED I N

EMERGENCY CARE, A HOSPI TAL_ADM NI STRATOR, REPRESENTATI VES OF

VOLUNTEER AND PAI D FI RE DEPARTMENT AMBULANCE SERVI CES,

REPRESENTATI VES OF VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVI CES NOT AFFI LI ATED

WTH FIRE COVPANI ES, AND A REPRESENTATI VE OF AVBULANCE SERVI CES

PROVI DED BY FUNERAL DI RECTORS, COMVERCI AL ORGANI ZATI ONS,
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HOSPI TALS, OR GOVERNVENT.

(B) THE ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL CHOOSE I TS OAN CHAI RVAN, AND

SHALL MEET AT THE CALL OF THE CHAIRVAN OR, IN H' S ABSENCE OR

| NCAPACI TY, AT THE CALL OF ANY NMEMBER DESI GNATED BY THE ADVI SORY

BOARD TO ACT AS CHAI RVAN: PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT THE ADVI SORY

BOARD SHALL NOT_MEET LESS THAN FOUR TI MES ANNUALLY.

(© _ EIGAT MEMBERS OF THE ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL CONSTI TUTE A

QUORUM FOR TRANSACTI NG BUSI NESS, AND A VAJORITY VOTE OF THOSE

PRESENT AT ANY MEETI NG SHALL BE SUFFI Cl ENT FOR ANY OFFI C AL

ACTI ON TAKEN BY THE ADVI SCRY BOARD.

(D) STANDARDS RELATIVE TO AMBULANCE SERVI CE SHALL BE

DEVELOPED BY THE SECRETARY W TH THE CONCURRENCE OF THE ADVI SORY

BOARD. ADVI SOCRY BOARD MEMBERS SHALL SERVE W THOUT COMPENSATI ON,

SAVE FOR M LEAGE AND EXPENSES, FOR VWH CH THEY SHALL BE

REI MBURSED.

(E) UPON PASSAGE OF THIS ACT, ONE-THI RD OF THE MEMBERSHI P COF

THE ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL BE APPO NTED TO A ONE- YEAR TERM ONE-

THRD OF THE MEMBERSHI P SHALL BE_APPO NTED TO A TWO- YEAR TERM

AND ONE-THI RD SHALL BE APPO NTED TO A THREE- YEAR TERM

THEREAFTER, MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED TO A THREE- YEAR TERM I N

THE SAMVE MANNER AS PROVI DED HEREIN I NI TIALLY. MEMBERS MAY NOT BE

REAPPO NTED FOR MORE THAN ONE SUCCEEDI NG TERM THE ADVI SORY

BOARD SHALL PROVI DE FOR REMOVAL OF MEMBERS NOT_ATTENDI NG

SECTI ON 16. REVOCATI ON OF LI CENSES AND CERTI FI CATES. -- (A

THE SECRETARY MAY AND | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED TO SUSPEND OR REVOKE

A LI CENSE OR CERTI FI CATE | SSUED HEREUNDER. UPON DETERM NI NG THAT

A VIOATION OF TH S ACT OR RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED

THEREUNDER EXI STS, THE SECRETARY SHALL | SSUE A NOTI CE OF

VIOLATI ON. SUCH NOTI CE SHALL SPECI FY THE NATURE OF THE
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VIOLATI ON, ORDER THE VI OLATI ON ABATED AND SHALL SPECIFY A

REASONABLE Tl ME FOR COVPLI ANCE. | F, AFTER SUCH REASONABLE TI MVE

FOR COVPLI ANCE THE SECRETARY DETERM NES THAT SUCH VI OLATI ON

PERSI STS, THE SECRETARY SHALL AFFORD THE HOLDER OF THE LI CENSE

OR CERTI FI CATE AN OPPORTUNI TY FOR AN ADM NI STRATI VE HEARI NG TO

BE_CONDUCTED BY THE DEPARTMENT. |F, AFTER THE DEPARTMENTAL

HEARI NG THE SECRETARY RULES THAT THE LI CENSE OR CERTI FI CATE

SHALL BE SUSPENDED OR REVOKED, APPEALS MAY BE TAKEN AS PROVI DED

(B) UPON SUSPENSI ON, REVOCATI ON OR TERM NATI ON OF A LI CENSE,

THE AMBULANCE SERVI CE SHALL CEASE OPERATI ONS AND NO PERSON SHALL

PERM T OR CAUSE SUCH AMBULANCE SERVI CE TO CONTI NUE.

(G UPON SUSPENSI ON, REVOCATI ON OR TERM NATI ON OF AN

AMBULANCE TECHNI CI AN CERTI FI CATI ON, THAT PERSON SHALL CEASE

PROVI DI NG SERVI CE_AS SUCH.

SECTION 17. RECORDS AND REPORTS. --(A) THE LI CENSEE OF AN

AMBULANCE SERVI CE SHALL COVPLETE A WRI TTEN REPORT OF TRI PS UPON

SUCH FORM AND IN SUCH MANNER AS THE SECRETARY W TH THE APPROVAL

OF THE ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL PRESCRI BE AND PROVI DE W THOUT FEES,

SUCH REPORTS TO BE SUBM TTED TO THE SECRETARY EVERY THREE

(B) THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL APPLY W TH EQUAL

FORCE I N CASE SUCH PATI ENT _SHALL DI E BEFORE BEI NG TRANSPORTED I N

SUCH AMBULANCE OR DI ES WHI LE BEI NG TRANSPORTED THEREIN OR AT _ANY

TIME PRIOR TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE PATI ENT | NTO THE

RESPONSI BI LI TY OF THE HOSPI TAL OR MEDI CAL OR OTHER AUTHORITY | F

THE PATIENT IS STILL UNDER THE CARE OR RESPONSI BI LI TY OF THE

AMBULANCE SERVI CE.

(G THE LI CENSEE OF EACH AMBULANCE SERVICE SHALL FORWARD A

COVPLETE REPORT OF ACCI DENTS | NVOLVI NG AN AMBULANCE TO THE
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SECRETARY W THI N TEN DAYS AFTER SUCH ACCI DENT. ACCI DENTS

RESULTING IN BODILY I NJURY OR DEATH TO ANY PERSON OR DAVAGE TO

THE PROPERTY OF ANY ONE PERSON | N EXCESS OF $250 SHALL BE

REPORTED UPON SUCH FORMS AS THE SECRETARY W TH THE APPROVAL OF

THE ADVI SORY BOARD NMAY PRESCRIBE. TH S REPORT SHALL NOT REL| EVE

THE LI CENSEE FROM COVPLYI NG W TH REPORTI NG OF_ ACCI DENTS AS

PRESCRIBED IN TITLE 75 OF THE PENNSYLVANI A CONSCL| DATED STATUTES

(RELATI NG TO VEHI CLES) .

(D) THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL TAKE EFFECT JANUARY

SECTI ON 18. I NSPECTIONS. --(A) EACH AMBULANCE SERVICE, ITS

AMBULANCES, EQUI PMENT AND PERSONNEL CERTI FI CATI ONS SHALL BE

I NSPECTED BY AN AUTHORI ZED | NSPECTI ON AGENCY AS HEREI NAFTER

PROVI DED, OR BY THE SECRETARY; SUCH | NSPECTI ONS TO BE CONDUCTED

FROM TI ME TO TI ME AS DEEMED APPROPRI ATE AND NECESSARY BY THE

AUTHORI ZED | NSPECTI ON AGENCY_OR BY THE SECRETARY, BUT NOT LESS

THAN ONCE EACH YEAR.

(B) ANY EMERGENCY HEALTH SERVI CES COUNCI L MAY CONDUCT_ AN

I NSPECTION REQUIRED IN THIS ACT, AS PROVI DED | N ACCORDANCE W TH

RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED PURSUANT HERETO. A COUNCI L

VWH CH ELECTS TO DO SO AND WHICH IS CERTIFIED | N ACCORDANCE W TH

RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED PURSUANT HERETO, SHALL BE

DESI GNATED BY THE SECRETARY AS AN AUTHORI ZED | NSPECTI ON AGENCY

IN THE AREA OF I TS SERVI CE.

(©) ANY LOCAL HOSPITAL WHICH IS CERTIFIED I N ACCORDANCE W TH

RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED PURSUANT HERETO, NAY ALSO

CONDUCT _SUCH | NSPECTI ONS. A HOSPI TAL_VWHI CH ELECTS TO DO SO SHALL

BE_DESI GNATED BY THE SECRETARY AS AN AUTHORI ZED | NSPECTI ON

(D) I NSPECTI ONS MADE BY AN AUTHORI ZED | NSPECTI ON AGENCY
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SHALL BE MADE IN A MANNER PRESCRI BED BY AND ON FORMS PROVI DED BY

THE SECRETARY.

(E) UPON COVPLETI ON COF AN | NSPECTI ON, THE AUTHORI ZED

| NSPECTI ON AGENCY SHALL TRANSM T A COPY OF THE | NSPECTI ON REPORT

TO THE SECRETARY. VWHEN AN | NSPECTI ON REPORT SHOWNS THAT AN

AMBULANCE SERVICE |S I N COVPLI ANCE WTH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S

ACT_AND RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROVMULGATED PURSUANT HERETO, THE

SECRETARY SHALL | SSUE OR RENEW A LI CENSE OR CERTI FI CATES AS

PROVIDED FOR IN THI' S ACT. WHEN THE | NSPECTI ON REPORT SHOWS THAT

AN AMBULANCE SERVICE IS NOT_IN COVPLIANCE WTH THI S ACT AND

RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED PURSUANT HERETO, THE SECRETARY

SHALL NOTI FY BOTH THE AMBULANCE SERVI CE AND THE AUTHORI ZED

| NSPECTI ON AGENCY OF SUCH NONCOVPLI ANCE, AND SHALL ORDER THE

AUTHORI ZED | NSPECTI ON AGENCY_ TO REI NSPECT THAT AMBULANCE SERVI CE

WTH N 30 DAYS OF | TS RECEI PT OF SUCH ORDER. THE AUTHORI ZED

| NSPECTI ON  AGENCY SHALL THEN TRANSM T A COPY_ OF THE REI NSPECTI ON

REPORT TO THE SECRETARY. VWHEN A REI NSPECTI ON REPORT SHOWS THAT

THE AMBULANCE SERVICE |S IN COVPLI ANCE WTH THIE S ACT_AND RULES

AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED PURSUANT HERETO, THE SECRETARY SHALL

| SSUE OR RENEW A LI CENSE OR CERTI FI CATES AS PROVIDED FOR IN TH' S

ACT. VHEN A REI NSPECTI ON REPORT SHOAS CONTI NUED NONCOVPL! ANCE,

THE SECRETARY SHALL | SSUE A NOTI CE OF VI OLATI ON AS PROVI DED FOR

I N SECTI ON 16.

(F)  VWHERE THERE 1S NO AUTHORI ZED | NSPECTI ON ACGENCY, THE

SECRETARY SHALL CONDUCT THE | NSPECTI ONS REQUI RED BY THI S ACT.

THE SECRETARY MAY ALSO TERM NATE THE AUTHORI ZATI ON OF ANY

AUTHORI ZED | NSPECTI ON AGENCY TO CONDUCT AN INSPECTION ITF I T

FAILS TO COVWLY WTH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT OR RULES AND

REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED PURSUANT HERETO.

(G SUCH I NSPECTI ONS SHALL NOT RELI EVE THE LI CENSEE OF
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COVPLYI NG W TH MOTOR VEHI CLE | NSPECTI ONS AS REQUI RED BY TITLE 75

OF_THE PENNSYLVANI A CONSOL| DATED STATUTES (RELATI NG TO

SECTION 19. EXEMPTIONS. --THE FOLLON NG VEH CLES ARE EXEMPTED

FROM THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT:

(1) PRIVATELY OMNED VEHI CLES NOT ORDINARI LY USED IN THE

BUSI NESS OF TRANSPORTI NG PATI ENTS.

(2) A VEH CLE RENDERI NG SERVI CE AS AN AMBULANCE | N CASE OF

AN EVMERGENCY WHEN AMBULANCES BASED IN THE LOCALITY OF THE

EMERGENCY ARE | NSUFFI CI ENT_TO RENDER SERVI CES REQUI RED.

(3)  AVBULANCES LOCATED OR HEADQUARTERED OUTSI DE THE

COMVONVEAL TH TRANSPORTI NG PATI ENTS FROM LOCATI ONS BEYOND THE

LIMTS OF THE COVWONWEALTH TO LOCATI ONS W THI N THE COVMONWEAL TH.

(4)  AVBULANCES AND AMBULANCE SERVI CES OMNED AND OPERATED BY

AN AGENCY OF THE UNI TED STATES.

(5) I NVALI D COACHES.

(6) RESCUE VEH CLES.

SECTI ON 20. PENALTIES. --(A) ANY PERSON CONVI CTED OF

OPERATI NG ANY AMBULANCE SERVI CE WHI CH DCOES NOT_ HAVE A CURRENTLY

VALI D LI CENSE OR HAS A LICENSE WH CH IS UNDER SUSPENSI ON OR

REVOCATI ON SHALL, UPON CONVI CTI ON THEREOF | N A SUMVARY

PROCEEDI NG, BE SENTENCED TO PAY A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN $50_ AND

COSTS_OF PROSECUTI ON AND, I N DEFAULT OF SUCH FI NE_AND COSTS, THE

PERSON SHALL UNDERGO | VPRI SONVENT OF NOT_ MORE THAN TEN DAYS.

VI OLATI ONS ON SEPARATE DAYS ARE CONSI DERED SEPARATE AND DI STI NCT

OFFENSES. ALL _FI NES RECOVERED UNDER THE PROVI SIONS OF TH S ACT

SHALL BE PAID TO THE STATE TREASURER OF THE COMVONVEALTH.

(B) ANY PERSON CONVI CTED OF OPERATI NG ANY AMBULANCE SERVI CE

W THOUT CERTI FI CATI ON SHALL BE SENTENCED TO PAY A FINE OF NOT

MORE THAN $50 AND COSTS OF PROSECUTI ON AND, | N DEFAULT OF SUCH
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FI NE_AND COSTS, THE PERSON SHALL UNDERGO | MPRI SONVENT OF NOT

MORE THAN TEN DAYS. VI OLATI ONS ON SEPARATE DAYS ARE CONSI DERED

SEPARATE AND DI STI NCT OFFENSES. ALL FI NES RECOVERED UNDER THE

PROVISIONS OF TH S ACT SHALL BE PAID TO THE STATE TREASURER OF

THE COVMONWEAL TH.

SECTI ON 21. MAKING FALSE AMBULANCE REQUESTS. --1T SHALL BE

UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO W LLFULLY SUMVON AN AMBULANCE OR

WLLFULLY REPORT THAT AN AVMBULANCE |S NEEDED VWHEN SUCH PERSON

DCES _NOTI' HAVE _GOOD CAUSE TO BELI EVE THAT THE SERVI CES OF AN

AMBULANCE ARE NEEDED. EVERY PERSON CONVI CTED OF WLLFULLY

VIOLATING TH' S SECTI ON SHALL, UPON CONVICTION IN A SUMVARY

PROCEEDI NG, BE SENTENCED TO PAY A FINE NOT EXCEEDI NG $500 OR

| MPRI SONMENT _NOT_EXCEEDI NG TWO YEARS, OR BOTH.

SECTION 22. FEES. --THERE SHALL BE NO FEE FOR LI CENSES OR

PERSONNEL CERTI FI CATI ON.

Section [11.] 23. Legislative Intent; Legislative <—

Oversight.--[(a) This act shall not authorize the secretary to <—

ef fect mandatory licensure, certification or training of

anbul ance servi ces and personnel . ] <—
[(b)] (A This act shall expire if not reenacted by the <—

CGeneral Assenbly prior to the end of the fiscal year ending June

30, [1979] 1982 and every third fiscal year thereafter

(B) THE REGULATI ONS AUTHORI ZED UNDER THI S ACT SHALL BE <—

SUBM TTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR APPROVAL OR DI SAPPROVAL

19790H0657B1860 - 23 -



AND SHALL BE CONSI DERED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY UNDER THE

PROCEDURES CREATED FOR CONS| DERATI ON OF REORGANI ZATI ON PLANS

PROVIDED IN THE ACT OF APRIL 7, 1955 (P.L.23, NO. 8), KNOM AS

THE " REORGANI ZATI ON ACT OF 1955."

Section [12.] 24. €Effective Date.--This act shall take <—
effect July 1, 1976.

~N~ o o~ W ON

Section 2. This act shall take effect June 30, 1979.
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