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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 170  *5n

I NTRODUCED BY W LSON, FEBRUARY 6, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 7, 1979
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, providing for six-year terns for Senators
and four-year ternms for nmenbers of the House of
Representati ves and changing the tine of the el ection of
Senat or s.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance wth
the provisions of Article Xl thereof:
That sections 2 and 3 of Article Il be anended to read:
§ 2. Election of nenbers; vacanci es.

[ Menbers of the General Assenbly shall be chosen at the

general election every second year.] Except for the el ections

i mpl enenting this section and section 3 and except for el ections

to fill vacancies in office, nenbers of the House of

Representati ves shall be chosen at general el ections and

Senators shall be chosen at nunici pal el ections. Their term of

service shall begin on the first day of Decenber next after

their el ection. Wienever a vacancy shall occur in either House,



1 the presiding officer thereof shall issue a wit of election to
2 fill such vacancy for the remai nder of the term

3 8§ 3. Ternms of nenbers.

4 Except for the initial election inplenenting this amendnent,
5 Senators shall be elected for the termof [four] six years and
6 Representatives for the termof [two] four years.

7 SCHEDULE

8 At the first general election after the effective date of

9 this amendnent, Representatives in even-nunbered districts shal
10 be elected for terns of four years and the Representatives in
11 odd-nunbered districts shall be elected for terns of two years
12 and, 16 Senators shall be elected for terns of one year, 17

13 Senators shall be elected for terns of three years, and 17

14 Senators shall be elected for terns of five years. The net hod of
15 selection of the Senatorial districts which shall correspond to
16 the terns of one, three, and five years shall be provided for by
17 the General Assenbly.
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