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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
NoO. 124 Session of

I NTRODUCED BY EARLY, DECEMBER 7, 1977

REFERRED TO LABOR AND | NDUSTRY, DECEMBER 7, 1977
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AN ACT

Requiring certain sprinkler systens in hospitals, asyluns and

conval escent and nursing hones; conferring powers on the

Depart ment of Labor and Industry; providing for enforcenent

and penalties and naki ng repeal s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sprinkler systens required.

Sprinkler systenms necessary to give proper protection from
fire to persons enpl oyed, assenbl ed, |odged or housed in
hospi tal s, asyluns, conval escent and nursing hones in al
political subdivisions shall be installed in such institutions.
No such systens shall be installed unless they are of a type
approved by the Department of Labor and Industry by regul ation
or otherw se.

Section 2. Vacating institutions for nonconpliance.

Whenever the owner of any building or structure, as described
in this act, shall fail to conply with the provisions of this

act, or the rules and regul ations of the Departnent of Labor and

I ndustry formnul ated under the authority of this act, and upon
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whom a witten order shall have been served by the Departnent of
Labor and Industry to conply with the said provisions of this
act and the rules and regul ati ons of the Departnent of Labor and
I ndustry, and who neverthel ess shall have failed to conply with
the said witten order within the time specified in the sane,

t he Departnent of Labor and Industry shall be authorized to

i mredi ately order the building or structure to be vacated or

pl aced out of service until such tinme as the requirenents of
this act and the rules and regul ati ons of the Departnent of
Labor and Industry shall have been fully conplied wth.

Section 3. Penalties.

(a) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of
this act, or the rules and regul ati ons of the Departnent of
Labor and Industry, or who shall fail or refuse to observe
orders for the enforcenment of the said provisions or rules and
regul ations issued by duly authorized officers of the Departnent
of Labor and Industry, or who shall hinder or delay or interfere
with any officer charged with the enforcenment of this act in the
performance of his duty, shall be guilty of a summary offense.

(b) Any person who shall fail or refuse to vacate a buil ding
or portion of a building, or who shall fail to cease work in the
erecting, renodeling, adapting or altering of a building, or who
shall fail to vacate or place out of service any structure,
after due notice having been served upon himby an officer of
t he Departnent of Labor and Industry and proper notice having
been pl aced upon the building or structure by such officer,
shall be liable for a penalty of $10 a day for each day he shal
have so failed or refused to vacate, cease work on or place out
of service the building, portion of building or structure upon

whi ch such notice has been placed, the said penalty to be
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collectible in the sane manner as any fine payable to the
Commonweal t h.

(c) Prosecutions for violations of this act, or the rules
and regul ati ons of the Departnment of Labor and Industry, may be
instituted by the Secretary of Labor and Industry, or under his
directions by any authorized representative of the said
departnent, or by duly appointed chiefs of fire departnents for
violations of the portions of this act they are especially
call ed upon by this act to enforce, and shall be in the form of
summary crimnal proceedings instituted before a justice of the
peace. Upon conviction after a hearing, the sentences provided
in this act shall be inposed, and shall be final unless an
appeal be taken in the manner prescribed by |aw

(d) Al fines collected under this act shall be forwarded to
t he Departnent of Labor and Industry, who shall pay the sane
into the State Treasury for the use of the Comobnweal th

Section 4. Repeals.

(a) The following acts are repeal ed i nsofar as inconsistent
with the provisions of this act:

(1) The act of June 8, 1911 (P.L.705, No.281), entitled

"An act creating the office of Fire Marshal, to be attached

to the Departnment of Public Safety in cities of the first

cl ass; prescribing his duties and powers; and providing

penalties for violations of the provisions of the act; and

provi ding for the nethod of appointnent, conpensation, and
for the maintenance of his office."
(2) The act of May 13, 1915 (P.L.297, No.180), entitled

"“A supplenment to an act, entitled 'An act for the governnent

of cities of the second class,' approved the seventh day of

March, one thousand ni ne hundred and one; authorizing cities
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1 of the second class, for the purpose of preventing fires, the
2 spread of fire, fire waste, and loss of life fromfire, or a
3 |l oss of life or danage to property from unsafe or i nproper

4 construction or design of buildings, to enact ordinances to
5 provi de for and regul ate the construction, equipnent,

6 arrangenents, naintenance, inspection, alteration, repair,

7 and renoval of buildings and prem ses, and appli ances,

8 apparatus, and conditions in and about them to provide for

9 the regul ation of the manufacture, transportation, storage,
10 sal e, and use of expl osives, gases, inflammbles, and

11 dangerous chem cal s and substances; to prohibit the

12 manuf act ure of explosives and firewrks, and the

13 transportation, storage, sale, and use of nitro-glycerine;

14 i mposi ng on the Departnent of Public Safety the enforcenent
15 of ordinances relating thereto, and authori zi ng such

16 department to investigate fires; providing for the service of
17 orders nmade by the said departnent and for the appeals from
18 and reviews of certain of its orders, for the nethod of

19 recovering noney expended by the cities in renmedying
20 conditions, and the method of obtaining a Iien therefor; and
21 providing that the courts of conmon pleas shall have
22 jurisdiction to punish witnesses for disobedi ence of orders
23 of the director of said departnent when hol di ng
24 i nvestigations; and repealing all |aws inconsistent
25 therewith.”
26 (3) The act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299), referred
27 to as the Fire and Panic Act.
28 (b) Al other acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith
29 are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.
30 Section 5. Effective date.
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1 This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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