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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1104 =57

| NTRODUCED BY MELLOW KURY, McKI NNEY, SWEENEY, EARLY, ROSS AND
HOLL, SEPTEMBER 27, 1977

SENATOR SM TH, APPROPRI ATI ONS, RE- REPORTED AS ANMENDED,
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 35 (Health and Safety) of the Pennsylvania
Consol idated Statutes, adding provisions relating to disaster
enmer gency services and nmaki ng repeal s.
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 35, act of Novenmber 25, 1970 (P.L. 707,
No. 230), known as the Pennsylvani a Consolidated Statutes, is
anmended by adding a part to read:

TI TLE 35
HEALTH AND SAFETY
Par t
V. Disaster Enmergency Services
PART V
DI SASTER EMERGENCY SERVI CES
Chapt er

71. Ceneral Provisions

73. Commonweal th Services

75. Local Organizations and Services

77. M scell aneous Provisions

CHAPTER 71
CENERAL PROVI SI ONS
Subchapt er
A. Prelimnary Provisions
B. Interstate Cvil Defense and D saster Conpact
SUBCHAPTER A
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS
Sec.
7101. Short title of part.
7102. Definitions.
7103. Purposes of part.
7104. Limtations.
§ 7101. Short title of part.

This part shall be known and may be cited as the "Di saster

19770S1104B1559 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Emer gency Services Code."
§ 7102. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this part shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Di saster.” A man-nmade di saster, natural disaster or war-
caused di saster.

"Emergency services." The preparation for and the carrying
out of functions, other than functions for which mlitary forces
are primarily responsible, to prevent, mnimze and provide
energency repair of injury and damage resulting from di sasters,
together with all other activities necessary or incidental to
the preparation for and carrying out of those functions. The
functions include, without limtation, firefighting services,
police services, nedical and health services, rescue,
engi neering, disaster warning services, conmmunications,
radi ol ogi cal, shelter, chem cal and other special weapons
def ense, evacuation of persons fromstricken areas, energency
wel fare services, energency transportation, emergency resources
managenent, exi sting or properly assigned functions of plant
protection, tenporary restoration of public utility services and
ot her functions related to civilian protection.

"Local organization.”™ A |local energency preparedness
or gani zati on.

"Man- made di saster.” Any industrial, nuclear or
transportation accident, explosion, conflagration, power
failure, natural resource shortage or other condition, except
eneny action, resulting from man-made causes, such as oil spills
and ot her injurious environnental contam nation, which threatens

or causes substantial damage to property, human suffering,
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hardship or loss of life.

"Natural disaster.”™ Any hurricane, tornado, storm fl ood,
hi gh water, wi nd-driven water, tidal wave, earthquake,
| andsl i de, nudslide, snowstorm drought, fire, explosion or
ot her catastrophe which results in substantial danage to
property, hardship, suffering or possible |oss of life.

"Office" or "State office.”" The Ofice of Emergency
Pr epar edness.

"Political subdivision.” Any county, city, borough,
i ncorporated town or township

"War - caused di saster.” Any condition follow ng an attack
upon the United States resulting in substantial damage to
property or injury to persons in the United States caused by use
of bonbs, mssiles, shellfire, nuclear, radiological, chem cal
or bi ol ogical neans, or other weapons or overt paramlitary
actions, or other conditions such as sabot age.
§ 7103. Purposes of part.

The purposes of this part are to:

(1) Reduce vulnerability of people and conmunities of
this Coormonweal th to danage, injury and | oss of life and
property resulting fromdi sasters.

(2) Prepare for pronpt and efficient rescue, care and
treatment of persons victimzed or threatened by disaster.

(3) Provide a setting conducive to the rapid and orderly
start of restoration and rehabilitation of persons and
property affected by disasters.

(4) darify and strengthen the roles of the Governor,
Commonweal t h agenci es and | ocal governnent in prevention of,
preparation for, response to and recovery from di sasters.

(5) Authorize and provide for cooperation in disaster
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1 prevention, preparedness, response and recovery.

2 (6) Authorize and provide for coordination of activities
3 relating to disaster prevention, preparedness, response and

4 recovery by agencies and officers of this Commonweal th, and

5 simlar State-local and Federal -State activities in which the
6 Commonweal th and its political subdivisions participate.

7 (7) Provide a disaster managenent system enbodyi ng al

8 aspects of predi saster preparedness and postdi saster

9 response.

10 (8) Assist in prevention of disaster caused or

11 aggravat ed by i nadequate planning for and regul ati on of

12 public and private facilities and | and use.

13 (9) Supplenent, without in any way limting, authority
14 conferred by previous statutes of this Commonweal t h and

15 i ncrease the capability of the Commonweal th and | ocal

16 agenci es having responsibilities for civil defense to perform
17 both civil defense and di saster services.

18 § 7104. Limtations.

19 This part is not intended to:
20 (1) Interfere with the course or conduct of a |abor
21 di spute, except that actions otherw se authorized by this
22 part or other |laws may be taken when necessary to forestal
23 or mtigate inmm nent or existing danger to public health or
24 safety.
25 (2) Interfere with dissem nation of news or comrent on
26 public affairs, except that any comruni cations facility or
27 organi zation (including but not limted to radio and
28 tel evision stations, wire services and newspapers) may be
29 required to transmt or print public service nessages
30 furnishing information or instructions in connection with a
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di sast er energency.

(3) Affect the jurisdiction or responsibilities of
police forces, firefighting forces, units of the arned forces
of the United States or of any personnel thereof when on
active duty except that Comonweal th and | ocal disaster
energency plans shall place reliance upon the forces
avai |l abl e for performance of functions related to disaster
ener genci es.

(4) VLimt, nodify or abridge the authority of the
Governor to proclaimmartial |aw or exercise any other powers
vested in himunder the Constitution, statutes or conmon | aw
of this Commonweal th i ndependent of, or in conjunction wth,
any provisions of this part.

SUBCHAPTER B
| NTERSTATE CI VI L DEFENSE AND DI SASTER COVPACT

Sec.
7111. Interstate civil defense and di saster conpact enacted.
§ 7111. Interstate civil defense and di saster conpact enact ed.

The Interstate G vil Defense and Di saster Conpact is hereby
enacted into law and entered into with all jurisdictions legally
joining therein in the formsubstantially as foll ows:

Article 1. The purpose of this conmpact is to provide nutual
aid anong the States in neeting any enmergency or disaster from
eneny attack or other cause (natural or otherw se), including
sabot age and subversive acts and direct attacks by bonbs,
shellfire and atom c, radiological, chem cal, bacteriologica
means and ot her weapons. The pronpt, full and effective
utilization of the resources of the respective States, including
such resources as nmay be available fromthe United States

Government or any other source are essential to the safety, care
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and wel fare of the people thereof in the event of eneny action
or other energency, and any ot her resources, including
personnel , equi pnent or supplies, shall be incorporated into a
plan or plans of mutual aid to be devel oped anong the civil

def ense agencies or simlar bodies of the States that are
parties hereto. The directors of civil defense of all party
States shall constitute a commttee to formulate plans and to
take all necessary steps for the inplenentation of this conpact.

Article 2. It shall be the duty of each party State to
formulate civil defense plans and prograns for application
wi thin such State. There shall be frequent consultation between
the representatives of the States and with the United States
Government and the free exchange of information and pl ans,
including inventories of any materials and equi pnent avail abl e
for civil defense. In carrying out such civil defense plans and
progranms, the party States shall, so far as possible, provide
and follow uni form standards, practices and rul es and
regul ati ons incl udi ng:

(a) Insignia, armbands and any other distinctive articles
to designate and distinguish the different civil defense
servi ces.

(b) Blackouts and practice blackouts, air raid drills,
nmobi | i zation of civil defense forces, and other tests and
exerci ses.

(c) Wwarnings and signals for drills or attacks and the
nmechani cal devices to be used in connection therew th.

(d) The effective screening or extinguishing of all lights
and lighting devices and appliances.

(e) Shutting off water mmins, gas nmains, electric power

connections, and the suspension of all other utility services.
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(f) Al materials or equipnent used or to be used for civil
def ense purposes in order to assure that such materials and
equi pnent will be easily and freely interchangeabl e when used in
or by any other party State.

(g) The conduct of civilians and the novenent and cessati on
of novenent of pedestrians and vehicular traffic prior, during
and subsequent to drills or attacks.

(h) The safety of public nmeetings or gatherings.

(i) Mobile support units.

Article 3. Any party State requested to render nutual aid
shall take such action as is necessary to provide and nake
avai |l abl e the resources covered by this conpact in accordance
with the terns hereof: Provided, That it is understood that the
State rendering aid may wi thhold resources to the extent
necessary to provi de reasonable protection for such State. Each
party State shall extend to the civil defense forces of any
other party State while operating within its State limts under
the terns and conditions of this conpact, the same powers
(except that of arrest, unless specifically authorized by the
receiving State), duties, rights, privileges and i munities as
if they were performng their duties in the State in which
normal Iy enpl oyed or rendering services. Civil defense forces
wi |l continue under the conmand and control of their regular
| eaders but the organizational units will come under the
operational control of the civil defense authorities of the
State receiving assistance.

Article 4. Wenever any person holds a license, certificate
or other permt issued by any State evidencing the neeting of
qual i fications for professional, mechanical or other skills,

such person may render aid involving such skill in any party
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State to neet an energency or disaster and such State shall give
due recognition to such license, certificate or other permt as
if issued in the State in which aid is rendered.

Article 5. No party State or its officers or enployees
rendering aid in another State pursuant to this conpact shall be
Iiabl e on account of any act or omi ssion in good faith on the
part of such forces while so engaged or on account of the
mai nt enance or use of any equi pnent or supplies in connection
t herew t h.

Article 6. Inasnmuch as it is probable that the pattern and
detail of the machinery for nutual aid anbng two or nore States
may differ fromthat appropriate anong other States party
hereto, this instrument contains elenments of a broad base conmon
to all States and nothing herein contained shall preclude any
State fromentering into supplenmentary agreenments wi th anot her
State or States. Such supplenentary agreenents nay conprehend
but shall not be limted to provisions for evacuation and
reception of injured and other persons and the exchange of
medical, fire, police, public utility, reconnai ssance, welfare,
transportati on and conmuni cati ons personnel, equi pnent and
suppl i es.

Article 7. Each party State shall provide for the paynent of
conpensati on and death benefits to injured nenbers of the civil
defense forces of that State and the representatives of deceased
menbers of such forces in case such nenbers sustain injuries or
are killed while rendering aid pursuant to this conpact in the
same manner and on the sanme terns as if the injury or death were
sustained within such State.

Article 8. Any party State rendering aid in another State

pursuant to this conpact shall be reinbursed by the party State
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receiving such aid for any | oss or damage to or expense incurred
in the operation of any equi pnent answering a request for aid
and for the cost incurred in connection with such requests:
Provi ded, That any aiding party State may assune in whole or in
part such | oss, danage, expense or other cost, or may |oan such
equi pnent or donate such services to the receiving party State
wi t hout charge or cost: And, provided further, That any two or
nore party States may enter into supplenmentary agreenents
establishing a different allocation of costs as anong those
States. The United States Governnent may relieve the party State
receiving aid fromany liability and reinburse the party State
supplying civil defense forces for the conpensation paid to and
the transportation, subsistence and nai nt enance expenses of such
forces during the tinme of the rendition of such aid or
assi stance outside the State and may al so pay fair and
reasonabl e conpensation for the use or utilization of the
supplies, materials, equipnent or facilities so utilized or
consuned.

Article 9. Plans for the orderly evacuation and reception of
the civilian population as the result of an energency or
di saster shall be worked out fromtinme to tine between
representatives of the party States and the various |ocal civil
def ense areas thereof. Such plans shall include the manner of
transporting such evacuees, the nunber of evacuees to be
received in different areas, the manner in which food, clothing,
housi ng, and medical care will be provided, the registration of
t he evacuees, the providing of facilities for the notification
of relatives or friends and the forwardi ng of such evacuees to
ot her areas, or the bringing in of additional materials,

supplies and all other relevant factors. Such plans shal
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provide that the party State receiving evacuees shall be

rei nbursed generally for the out-of-pocket expenses incurred in
receiving and caring for such evacuees, for expenditures for
transportation, food, clothing, nedicines and nedi cal care and
like items. Such expenditures shall be reinbursed by the party
State of which the evacuees are residents or by the United

St at es Government under plans approved by it. After the

term nation of the enmergency or disaster the party State of

whi ch the evacuees are resident shall assune the responsibility
for the ultinmate support or repatriation of such evacuees.

Article 10. This conpact shall be available to any State,
territory or possession of the United States and the District of
Col unmbia. The term "State" may al so i nclude any nei ghboring
foreign country or province or state thereof.

Article 11. The conmttee established pursuant to Article 1
of this conpact may request the G vil Defense Agency of the
United States Government to act as an informational and
coordi nati ng body under this conmpact and representatives of such
agency of the United States Governnent may attend neetings of
such comm ttee.

Article 12. This conpact shall beconme operative inmediately
upon its ratification by any State as between it and any ot her
State or States so ratifying, and shall be subject to approva
by Congress unl ess prior Congressional approval has been given.
Duly authenticated copies of this conpact and of such
suppl enentary agreenents as may be entered into shall, at the
time of their approval, be deposited with each of the party
States and with the Cvil Defense Agency and ot her appropriate
agencies of the United States Governnent.

Article 13. This conpact shall continue in force and renain
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bi ndi ng on each party State until the Legislature or the
Governor of such party State takes action to withdraw therefrom
Such action shall not be effective until 30 days after notice
t hereof has been sent by the Governor of the party State
desiring to withdraw to the Governors of all other party States.

Article 14. This conpact shall be construed to effectuate
t he purposes stated in Article 1. If any provision of this
conpact is declared unconstitutional or the applicability
t hereof to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
constitutionality of the remainder of this conpact and the
applicability thereof to other persons and circunstances shal
not be affected thereby.

CHAPTER 73
COVMONVEALTH SERVI CES

Subchapt er

A. The Governor and Di saster Energencies

B. Ofice of Energency Preparedness

SUBCHAPTER A
THE GOVERNOR AND DI SASTER EMERGENCI ES

Sec.
7301. General authority of Governor
7302. Tenporary housing.
7303. Debris and weckage renoval
7304. Community disaster |oans.
7305. Individual and fam |y assistance.
7306. Appropriation of Federal funds.
7307. Use and appropriation of unused Commonweal t h funds.
§ 7301. Ceneral authority of Governor

(a) Responsibility to neet disasters.--The Governor is

responsi bl e for neeting the dangers to this Commonweal th and
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peopl e presented by disasters.

(b) Executive orders, proclamations and regul ations. --Under
this part, the Governor may issue, anmend and resci nd executive
orders, proclamations and regul ati ons which shall have the force
and effect of |aw

(c) Declaration of disaster energency.--A disaster energency
shall be declared by executive order or proclamation of the
Governor upon finding that a disaster has occurred or that the
occurrence or the threat of a disaster is immnent. The state of
di saster energency shall continue until the Governor finds that
the threat or danger has passed or the disaster has been dealt
with to the extent that emergency conditions no | onger exist and
term nates the state of disaster energency by executive order or
procl amati on, but no state of disaster energency nmay continue
for longer than 90 days unl ess renewed by the Governor. The
CGeneral Assenbly by concurrent resolution may termnate a state
of disaster enmergency at any time. Thereupon, the Governor shal
i ssue an executive order or proclamation ending the state of
di saster energency. Al executive orders or proclamtions issued
under this subsection shall indicate the nature of the disaster
the area or areas threatened and the conditions which have
brought the disaster about or which nake possible term nation of
the state of disaster energency. An executive order or
procl amati on shall be dissem nated pronptly by nmeans cal cul at ed
to bring its contents to the attention of the general public
and, unless the circunstances attendant upon the disaster
prevent or inpede, shall be pronptly filed with the Ofice of
Emer gency Prepar edness.

(d) Activation of disaster response.--An executive order or

procl amati on of a state of disaster energency shall activate the
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di saster response and recovery aspects of the Commonweal th and
| ocal disaster energency plans applicable to the political
subdi vision or area in question and shall be authority for the
depl oynment and use of any forces to which the plan or plans
apply and for use or distribution of any supplies, equipnent and
materials and facilities assenbled, stockpiled or arranged to be
made avail able pursuant to this part or any other provision of
law relating to disaster emergencies.

(e) Conmander in chief of mlitary forces.--During the
conti nuance of any state of disaster energency, the Governor is
commander in chief of the Pennsylvania mlitary forces. To the
greatest extent practicable, the Governor shall del egate or
assign command authority by prior arrangenent enbodied in
appropriate executive orders or regulations, but this does not
restrict the authority of the Governor to do so by orders issued
at the time of the disaster energency.

(f) Additional powers.--In addition to any other powers
conferred upon the Governor by law, the Governor nay:

(1) Suspend the provisions of any regulatory statute
prescribing the procedures for conduct of Commonweal th
busi ness, or the orders, rules or regul ations of any
Commonweal th agency, if strict conpliance with the provisions
of any statute, order, rule or regulation would in any way
prevent, hinder or delay necessary action in coping with the
emer gency.

(2) Uilize all available resources of the Commonweal th
Government and each political subdivision of this
Commonweal th as reasonably necessary to cope with the
di sast er energency.

(3) Transfer the direction, personnel or functions of
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1 Commonweal th agencies or units thereof for the purpose of

2 perform ng or facilitating emergency services.

3 (4) Subject to any applicable requirenents for

4 conpensati on under section 7313(11) (relating to powers and
5 duties), commandeer or utilize any private property if

6 necessary to cope with the di saster energency.

7 (5) Direct and conpel the evacuation of all or part of
8 t he popul ation fromany stricken or threatened area within

9 this Coomonwealth if this action is necessary for the

10 preservation of |life or other disaster mtigation, response
11 or recovery.

12 (6) Prescribe routes, nodes of transportation and

13 destinations in connection with evacuati on.

14 (7) Control ingress and egress to and from a di saster
15 area, the novenent of persons within the area and the

16 occupancy of premni ses therein.

17 (8) Suspend or limt the sale, dispensing or

18 transportation of al coholic beverages, firearns, explosives
19 and conbusti bl es.
20 8§ 7302. Tenporary housi ng.
21 (a) Authority of Governor.--Wenever the Governor has
22 proclainmed a disaster energency under this part, or the
23 President has declared an emergency or a nmmjor disaster to exist
24 in this Commonweal th, the Governor is authorized:
25 (1) To enter into purchase, |ease or other arrangenents
26 wi th any Federal agency for tenporary housing units to be
27 occupi ed by disaster victinms and to nake the units avail abl e
28 to any political subdivision of this Conmonwealt h.
29 (2) To assist any political subdivision of this
30 Commonweal th which is the | ocus of tenporary housing for
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4
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8
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
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18
19
20
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di saster victins to acquire sites necessary for such
tenporary housing and to do all things required to prepare
such sites to receive and utilize tenporary housing units by:
(i) advancing or |ending funds available to the
Governor from any appropriation nmade by the General
Assenbly or from any other source;
(1i) "passing through" funds nmade avail abl e by any
agency, public or private; or
(1i1) becomng a copartner with the political
subdi vi sion for the execution and performance of any
tenporary housing for disaster victins project;

and for such purposes to pledge the credit of the

Commonweal th on such terns as the Governor deens appropriate

havi ng due regard for current debt transactions of the

Conmonweal t h.

(3) Under such regul ations as the Governor shal
prescribe, to tenporarily suspend or nodify for not to exceed

60 days any public health, safety, zoning, transportation

(within or across this Commonweal th) or other requirenent of

statute or regulation within this Commonweal th when by

procl amati on the Governor deens the suspension or

nodi fication essential to provide tenporary housing for

di saster victins.

(b) Acquisition of sites by political subdivisions.--Any
political subdivision of this Commopnweal th is expressly
authorized to acquire, tenporarily or permanently, by purchase,
| ease or otherwi se, sites required for installation of tenporary
housing units for disaster victinms, and to enter into whatever
arrangenents (including purchase of tenporary housing units and

paynent of transportation charges) which are necessary to
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prepare or equip the sites to utilize the housing units.

(c) Construction of section.--This section does not |imt
the authority of the Governor to apply for, adm nister and
expend any grants, gifts or paynments in aid of disaster
prevention, preparedness, response or recovery.

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section "mgjor disaster,"”
"emergency” and "tenporary housing" shall have the same neani ngs
as defined or used in the Federal Disaster Relief Act of 1974
(Public Law 93-288, 42 U S.C. 8§ 5121 et seq.).

§ 7303. Debris and weckage renoval .

(a) Authority of Governor.--Wenever the Governor has
decl ared a di saster energency to exist under this part, or the
President, at the request of the Governor, has declared a major
di saster or enmergency to exist in this Comonweal th, the
Governor is authorized:

(1) Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision of [aw, through
t he use of Comonweal th agencies or instrunentalities, to
clear or renove frompublicly or privately owned | and or
wat er, debris and w eckage which may threaten public health
or safety, or public or private property.

(2) To accept funds fromthe Federal Governnent and
utilize the funds to make grants to any political subdivision
for the purpose of renoving debris or weckage from publicly
or privately owned | and or water
(b) Authority of Conmonweal th personnel.--Wenever the

Governor provides for clearance of debris or weckage pursuant
to subsection (a), enployees of the designated Commonweal th
agenci es or individuals appointed by the Comonweal th are
authorized to enter upon private |land or waters and perform any

t asks necessary to the renoval or clearance operation.
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(c) Nonliability of Comonweal th personnel.--Except in cases
of willful m sconduct, gross negligence or bad faith, any
Commonweal t h enpl oyee or agent conplying with and perform ng
duties pursuant to orders of the Governor under this section
shall not be liable for death of or injury to persons or damage
to property.

§ 7304. Community disaster |oans.

Whenever, at the request of the Governor, the President has
declared a maj or disaster to exist in this Conmonweal th, the
Governor is authorized:

(1) Upon determning that a political subdivision of
this Cormonwealth will suffer a substantial |oss of tax and
ot her revenues froma maj or disaster and has denonstrated a
need for financial assistance to performits governnental
functions, to apply to the Federal Governnent, on behal f of
the political subdivision, for a loan and to receive and
di sburse the proceeds of any approved | oan to any applicant
political subdivision

(2) To determ ne the amount needed by any applicant
political subdivision to restore or resune its governnental
functions and to certify the anount to the Federal
Government. No application amount shall exceed 25% of the
annual operating budget of the applicant for the fiscal year
in which the maj or disaster occurs.

(3) After review, recomrend to the Federal Governnent
the cancellation of all or any part of repaynent when, in the
first three full fiscal-year periods follow ng the major
di saster, the revenues of the political subdivision are
insufficient to neet its operating expenses including

addi tional disaster-rel ated expenses of a municipal operation
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character.

§ 7305. Individual and fam |y assistance.

(a) Gants by Federal Governnent.--Wenever the President,
at the request of the Governor, has declared a najor disaster to
exi st in this Commonweal th, the Governor is authorized:

(1) Upon determ ning that assistance under the Federal
Di saster Relief Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-288, 42 U S.C. 8§
5121 et seq.), and fromother nmeans is insufficient to neet
the disaster-rel ated necessary expenses or serious needs of
individuals or famlies adversely affected by a major
di saster, to accept a grant fromthe Federal Governnent for
t he purpose of neeting the expenses or needs of disaster
victinms, subject to any terns and conditions inposed upon the
grant.

(2) To enter into an agreenent with the Federal
Government or any Federal agency or officer pledging the
Commonweal th to participate in the funding of the assistance
aut hori zed in paragraph (1) in an anmobunt not to exceed 25%
t hereof and, if Commonweal th funds are not otherw se
avai l able to the Governor, to accept an advance of the
Commonweal th share fromthe Federal Governnment to be repaid

when the Commpnwealth is able to do so.

(b) Grants by Governor. - - Netwi-thstandi-ng—any—ether—provi-sion
of —statute—orregulation- TO | MPLEMENT SUBSECTION (A), the

Governor is authorized to make grants to neet disaster-rel ated
necessary expenses or serious needs of individuals or famlies
adversely affected by a major disaster DECLARED BY THE

PRESI DENT. Any grant shall not exceed $5,000 in the aggregate to

an individual or famly in any single najor disaster. declared

by—thePrestdent—
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(c) Penalty for false application.--Any person who
fraudulently or willfully makes a mi sstatenment of fact in
connection with an application for assistance under this section
shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the third degree.

§ 7306. Appropriation of Federal funds.

Al'l noneys received fromthe Federal Government for the
pur pose of disaster assistance or relief, including assistance
as specified under sections 7302 (relating to tenporary
housi ng), 7303 (relating to debris and weckage renoval ) and

7304 (relating to community disaster |oans), shall be paid into

the General Fund. and—are-hereby—appropriated—out—oftheGeneral <—

| I | . s . .
losi w I I fied I
respeetive—sectons—
§ 7307. Use and appropriation of unused Commonweal t h funds.

Whenever the Governor has declared a di saster energency, he
may transfer any unused funds which may have been appropri ated
for the ordinary expenses of the Comobnweal th Governnent in the
General Fund to such Commonweal th agencies as the Governor may
direct to be expended for relief of disaster in such manner as
t he Governor shall approve, and the funds are hereby
appropriated to the Governor for such purposes. The total of
such transfers shall not exceed $5, 000,000 in any one year
except by action of the General Assenbly.

SUBCHAPTER B
OFFI CE OF EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Sec.
7311. Establishnent.
7312. Organi zati on.

7313. Powers and duti es.
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7314. Wilization of existing services and facilities.
§ 7311. Establishment.

There is hereby established the Ofice of Energency
Preparedness to assist in the direction, control and
coordi nati on of disaster emergency services.

§ 7312. (Organi zation.

(a) Conposition, chairman and quorum --The authority of the
of fice shall be exercised by the Governor ex officio, Lieutenant
Governor, Adjutant Ceneral, Secretary of Health, Attorney
CGeneral, Secretary of Community Affairs, Speaker of the House of
Representatives, President pro tenpore of the Senate, Mnority
Leader of the Senate, Mnority Leader of the House of
Represent ati ves, Comm ssioner of the Pennsylvania State Poli ce,
Secretary of Environnmental Resources, Secretary of
Transportation and Secretary of Public Wl fare. The Speaker of
t he House of Representatives, President pro tenpore of the
Senate, Mnority Leader of the Senate and Mnority Leader of the
House of Representatives may authorize a nmenber of their
respecti ve Houses of the General Assenbly to serve in their
stead. The Governor shall appoint a chairman fromthe nenbership
and five menbers shall constitute a quorum

(b) Conpensation and expenses.--The nenbers shall serve
wi t hout conpensation but may be reinbursed for their actual and
necessary traveling and ot her expenses incurred in connection
wi th attendance at neeti ngs.

(c) Appointnment of personnel and expenditure of funds.--The
menbers may enploy a Director of Emergency Preparedness and such
technical, clerical, stenographic and other personnel, #Hxtheir <—
VWHOSE conpensati on SHALL BE FI XED BY THE EXECUTI VE BOARD, and <—

may meke such expenditures within the appropriation therefor or
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ot her funds nade available to the office as are necessary to
carry out the purposes of this part.

(d) Space, equipnent and supplies.--The office shall be
provi ded with appropriate space, furniture, equipnent, supplies,
stationery and printing in the same nmanner as ot her Conmonweal t h
agenci es are supplied. Required conmunications capability shal
be provided and special consideration shall be given to bl ast
and fallout protection to permt extended operations.

§ 7313. Powers and duti es.

The office shall have the foll ow ng powers and duti es:

(1) To prepare, maintain and keep current a Commonweal t h

Emer gency Preparedness Plan for the prevention and

m nim zation of injury and danage caused by di saster, pronpt

and effective response to disaster and di saster energency

relief and recovery. The plan may include provisions for:

(1) Preparedness standards established by the
Federal Defense G vil Preparedness Agency.

(i1i) Comonweal th and | ocal disaster energency
prepar edness responsibilities.

(1i1) Assistance to Comonweal th and | ocal
government officials in designing emergency preparedness
pl ans and training prograns.

(iv) Oganization of manpower, chains of conmand,
continuity of government in enmergency situations and
enmer gency operational principles.

(v) Coordination of Federal, Commonweal th and | ocal
di saster energency preparedness activities.

(vi) Coordination of the Cormobnweal th Ener gency
Preparedness Plan with the disaster plans of the Federal

Gover nnent and those of ot her states.
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(vii) Assistance to the Commonweal th and | ocal
governments in obtaining, utilizing and nmanagi ng Feder al
and Commonweal t h di saster assi stance.

(viii) Supply to appropriate Comonweal th and | ocal
officials State catal ogs of Federal, Comronweal th and
private assistance prograrns.

(ix) ldentification of areas particularly vul nerable
to disasters.

(x) Reconmmendations for zoning, building and ot her
| and-use controls; safety measures pertaining to
nonper manent or sem permanent structures; resource
conservation and allocation; and other preventive and
prepar edness neasures designed to elimnate or reduce
di sasters or their inpact.

(xi) Authorization and procedures for the erection
or other construction of tenporary works designed to
protect against or mtigate danger, danage or |oss from
fl ood, conflagration or other disaster.

(2) To establish, equip and staff Commonweal th and area
energency operations centers and provide a system of disaster
comuni cations integrated with those of Federal, Commonwealth
and | ocal agencies involved in disaster energency operations.

(3) To pronul gate, adopt and enforce such rul es,
regul ati ons and orders as may be deened necessary to carry
out the provisions of this part.

(4) To provide technical advice and assistance to
Commonweal t h agenci es and political subdivisions in the
preparation of disaster energency preparedness plans or
conponents thereof and to periodically review such plans and

suggest or require revisions.
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(5) To establish and operate or assist political
subdi vi sions in establishing and operating training prograns
and prograns of public information.

(6) To supply appropriate Conmonweal th and | ocal
agencies and officials and the general public with
precautionary notices, watches and warnings relating to
actual and potential disasters and to provide a flow of
official information and instructions to the general public
t hrough all neans avail abl e before, during and after an
emer gency.

(7) To provide energency direction and control of
Commonweal th and | ocal emergency operations.

(8) To determne the need for, maintain infornmation
regardi ng and procure nmaterials, supplies, equipnent,
facilities and services necessary for disaster energency
readi ness, response and recovery.

(9) To provide for nobile support units.

(10) To nmke or request of Commonweal th or | ocal
agencies and officials, studies, surveys and reports as are
necessary to carry out the purposes of this part.

(11) To plan and nake arrangenents for the availability
and use of any private facilities, services and property and,
if necessary and if in fact used, provide for paynent for use
under terns and conditions agreed upon.

(12) To prepare, for issuance by the Governor, executive
orders, proclamations and regul ati ons as necessary or
appropriate in coping with disasters.

(13) To cooperate with the Federal Governnent and any
public or private agency or entity in achieving any purpose

of this part and in inplenenting progranms for disaster
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prevention, preparation, response and recovery.
(14) To adm nister grant prograns to political
subdi vi sions for disaster preparedness.
(15) To accept and coordi nate assi stance provi ded by
Federal agencies in major disasters in accordance with the
provi sions of the Federal Disaster Relief Act of 1974 (Public
Law 93-288, 42 U.S.C. 8§ 5121 et seq.), or any anendnment or
reenact ment thereof.
(16) To respond to disaster relating to atoni c energy
operations or radioactive objects or materials. Any such
action taken and any regul ati ons adopted by the office shal
be inapplicable to any objects or materials possessing a
radi ati on-produci ng capacity |less than that set forth as the
maxi mum safety limt by the standards endorsed and as may be
subsequent |y endorsed by the United States Nucl ear Regul atory
Commi ssion for the protection of life and property and the
mai nt enance of health and safety.
(17) To take other action necessary, incidental or
appropriate for the inplenentation of this part.
§ 7314. Utilization of existing services and facilities.

In order to avoid duplication of services and facilities, the
office shall utilize the services and facilities of existing
of ficers, offices, departnents, conm ssions, boards, bureaus,
institutions and ot her agencies of the Commonweal th and of the
political subdivisions thereof. These officers and agencies
shall cooperate with and extend their services and facilities to
the office as requested.

CHAPTER 75
LOCAL ORGANI ZATI ONS AND SERVI CES

Subchapt er
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A.  Ceneral Provisions
Paynment of Expenses
SUBCHAPTER A
CENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Sec.
7501. General authority of political subdivisions.
7502. Local director of enmergency preparedness.
7503. Powers and duties of political subdivisions.
7504. Coordination, assistance and nutual aid.
8§ 7501. GCeneral authority of political subdivisions.

(a) Establishing disaster emergency preparedness
organi zation. --Each political subdivision of this Comobnweal th
is directed and authorized to establish a | ocal energency
pr epar edness organi zation in accordance with the plan and
programof the State O fice of Emergency Preparedness. Each
| ocal organization shall have responsibility for disaster
ener gency preparedness, response and recovery within the
territorial limts of the political subdivision within which it
is organi zed and, in addition, shall conduct such services
outside of its jurisdictional limts as nmay be required under
this part.

(b) Declaration of disaster energency.--A |ocal disaster
energency may be declared by the governing body of a political
subdi vi si on upon finding a disaster has occurred or is inmmnent.
The governing body of a political subdivision may authorize the
mayor or other chief executive officer to declare a |ocal
di saster energency subject to ratification by the governing
body. The declaration shall not be continued or renewed for a
period in excess of seven days except by or with the consent of

t he governing body of the political subdivision. Any order or
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procl amati on decl aring, continuing or termnating a |ocal

di saster energency shall be given pronpt and general publicity
and shall be filed pronmptly with the State office. The effect of
a declaration of a local disaster enmergency is to activate the
response and recovery aspects of any and all applicable |ocal
ener gency preparedness plans and to authorize the furnishing of
aid and assi stance thereunder.

(c) Contracts and obligations.--1n carrying out the
provi sions of this part, each political subdivision shall have
the power to enter into contracts and incur obligations
necessary to di saster energency preparedness, response and
recovery.

(d) Tenporary suspension of formal requirenents.--Each
political subdivision included in a declaration of disaster
energency i s authorized pursuant to section 7301(c) (relating to
general authority of Governor) to exercise the powers vested
under this section in the light of the exigencies of the
enmergency situation without regard to tinme-consum ng procedures
and formalities prescribed by |aw (excepting nmandatory
constitutional requirenments) pertaining to the perfornmance of
public work, entering into contracts, the incurring of
obl i gations, the enpl oynent of tenporary workers, the rental of
equi pnent, the purchase of supplies and nmaterials, the |evying
of taxes and the appropriation and expenditure of public funds.

(e) Enploynent of personnel.--In order to neet prescribed
requirenents for eligibility to receive Federal contributions
aut hori zed under the provisions of the Federal Ci vil Defense Act
of 1950 (64 Stat. 1245, 50 U S.C. App. 8§ 2251 et seq.) or any
anmendnent or reenactment thereof, political subdivisions are

authorized to avail thenselves of services offered by the State

19770S1104B1559 - 28 -



1 Givil Service Comm ssion under the provisions of the act of

2 August 5, 1941 (P.L.752, No.286), known as the "Civil Service

3 Act,"” in connection with the enpl oynent of personnel in |ocal

4 organi zations established pursuant to the provisions of this

5 part.

6 8 7502. Local director of energency preparedness.

7 (a) GCeneral rule.--Each |ocal organization for disaster

8 energency preparedness shall have a director who shall be

9 responsible for the planning, adm nistration and operation of
10 the local organization subject to the direction and control of
11 the executive officer or governing body.

12 (b) Appointnment.--The director shall be appointed by the

13 Governor upon the reconmendati on of the executive officer or

14 governing body of the political subdivision. A full-tine

15 director shall be enployed in each county. Upon the failure of
16 the executive officer or governing body of a political

17 subdivision to nmake a recomendati on to the Governor of a

18 candidate for director within the tinme fixed by the Governor

19 the CGovernor is authorized to appoint a director wthout any
20 recommendation. A candidate for director for two or nore
21 political subdivisions nay be reconmended to the Governor for
22 appoi ntment upon agreenent by resolution of the governing bodies
23 of such political subdivisions. Any other |aw notw thstanding, a
24 |l ocal governnent official may be recomended for appointnent.
25 (c) Qualifications.--A director shall be professionally
26 conpetent and capabl e of planning, effecting coordination anong
27 operating agencies of governnent and controlling coordinated
28 operations by | ocal energency preparedness forces. He shall be
29 assigned no duties in conflict with the primary duty of

30 director.
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(d) In-service training.--

(1) Each appointed director shall:

(1) Attend and successfully conplete a basic
ener gency preparedness senminar as prescribed by the State
office within one year after appointnent.

(i1i) Attend and successfully conplete an advanced
ener gency preparedness senminar as prescribed by the State
office wwthin three years after appoi ntnent.

(1i1) Attend and successfully conplete training
conferences called by the official having responsibility
for providing the director with in-service training.

(iv) Failure to attend the basic and advanced
semnars or failure to attend a prescribed training
conference for a period of two consecutive years shall be
cause for repl acenent.

(2) Responsibility for the professional in-service
training of each director rests with each successive higher
political subdivision than the one in which the director is
functi oni ng.

(e) Expenses.--Each appointed director shall be rei nbursed
for actual expenses incurred in the performance of his duties
and attendance at schedul ed neeti ngs.

§ 7503. Powers and duties of political subdivisions.

Each political subdivision shall

(1) Prepare, maintain and keep current a disaster
ener gency preparedness plan for the prevention and
m nim zation of injury and danage caused by di saster, pronpt
and effective response to disaster and di saster energency
relief and recovery in consonance with the Comobnweal t h

Emer gency Prepar edness Pl an.
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(2) Establish, equip and staff an energency operations
center, provide conmuni cations to support government
operations in enmergencies and provi de other essenti al
facilities and equi pnment for agencies and activities assigned
enmer gency functions.
(3) Provide individual and organizational training
prograns to insure pronpt, efficient and effective disaster
emer gency services.
(4) Organize, prepare and coordinate all locally
avai | abl e manpower, materials, supplies, equipnent,
facilities and services necessary for disaster energency
readi ness, response and recovery.
(5) Adopt and inplenent precautionary measures to
mtigate the anticipated effects of disaster.
(6) Execute and enforce such rules and orders as the
State office shall adopt and pronul gate under the authority
of this part.
(7) Cooperate and coordinate with any public and private
agency or entity in achieving any purpose of this part.
(8) Have available for inspection at its emergency
operations center all disaster energency plans, rules and
orders of the Governor and the State office.
(9) Provide pronpt and accurate information regarding
| ocal disaster energencies to appropriate Conmonweal th and
| ocal officials and agencies and the general public.
§ 7504. Coordination, assistance and nutual aid.

(a) Responsibility for direction and coordi nation. --
Direction of disaster enmergency services is the responsibility
of the | owest |evel of governnment affected. Wien two or nore

political subdivisions within a county are affected, the county
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organi zati on shall exercise responsibility for coordination and
support to the area of operations. Wien two or nore counties are
i nvol ved, coordination shall be provided by the State office or
by area organi zati ons established by the State office.

(b) Assistance from higher governnent unit.--Wen al
appropriate locally available forces and resources are fully
commtted by the affected political subdivision, assistance from
a higher I evel of governnment shall be provided.

(c) Municipal mutual aid agreenents.--County and | ocal
directors of energency preparedness shall devel op nutual aid
agreenents with adjacent political subdivisions for reciprocal
ener gency assi stance. The agreenments shall be consistent with
the plans and prograns of the State office. In disaster
energenci es, requests for nutual aid assistance shall be
referred to the organi zation having responsibility for
coordi nation as specified in subsection (a) and in tine of
energency it shall be the duty of each |ocal organization to
render assistance in accordance with the provisions of the
nmut ual ai d agreenents.

(d) Interstate nutual aid arrangenents.--The director of
each | ocal organization may, subject to approval of the
Governor, enter into nutual aid arrangenments with simlar
agencies or organizations in other states for reciprocal
di sast er energency services.

(e) Control of outside support forces.--Support forces
furni shed political subdivisions fromoutside its jurisdiction
shall be under the operational control of the departnent, agency
or office furnishing the force.

SUBCHAPTER B
PAYMENT OF EXPENSES
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Sec.

7511. Appropriations by political subdivisions.

7512. Law applicable to | ocal organizations.

7513. Agreenents anong political subdivisions.

7514. Paynents involving one political subdivision.

7515. Paynents involving two or nore political subdivisions.
§ 7511. Appropriations by political subdivisions.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Every political subdivision shall have
the power to make appropriations for the paynent of expenses of
the |l ocal organization in the manner provided by |aw for making
appropriations for the ordinary expenses of the political
subdi vi sion. I n making appropriations, the political subdivision
shal |l specify the anobunts and purposes for which the noneys
appropriated may be used by the organization to or for which
such appropriation nay be nade.

(b) Two or nore |l ocal organizations.--Nothing in this
subchapter or any other provision of this part shall be deened
tolimt the power of any political subdivision to appropriate
noney for the purpose of paying the expenses of a |ocal
organi zati on having jurisdiction both within and wthout the
political subdivision even though an appropriation has been or
is to be nade to anot her |ocal organization coterm nous with or
having jurisdiction within the political subdivision. Paynents
on account of an appropriation under this subsection shall be
made pursuant to an agreenent under section 7513 (relating to
agreenents anong political subdivisions) or in the formof a
gift or grant to the political subdivision responsible in the
first instance for the paynent of bills and cl ai ns agai nst the
| ocal organization for the paynent of the expenses for which the

appropriati on was nade.
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§ 7512. Law applicable to |ocal organizations.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Were the jurisdiction of the |ocal
organi zation is coterm nous with the political subdivision
maki ng an appropriation for the paynent of the expenses, the
| ocal organization shall be deened an agency, board or
commi ssion of the political subdivision, subject to all of the
| aws governing the maki ng of contracts or purchases, the
enpl oyment of persons or otherw se incurring financial
obl i gati ons which apply to the political subdivision.

(b) Second class townships.--No purchase or purchases shal
be made, no contract entered into and no expenses incurred by
any | ocal organization which involves the paynent of nore than
$25 out of the treasury of any second class township unless the
proposed expendi ture has been approved in witing by the
townshi p supervisors. |If any purchase or contract is made or
ot her expenses incurred contrary to the provisions of this
subsection, the township shall not be responsible for the
paynent thereof but the person acting for the | ocal organization
in the transaction shall be personally liable for the paynent.

§ 7513. Agreenents anong political subdivisions.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Were a |local organization has
jurisdiction in an area including all or parts of nore than one
political subdivision which does not include the whole area of
any county, the political subdivisions, all or part of which lie
within the jurisdiction of the organization, shall, before
payi ng any expenses of the organization, enter into an agreenent
designating one of the political subdivisions as the agent of
each of them for the purpose of paying the expenses of the |ocal
organi zati on. The agreenent shall also set forth the

proportionate share of the expenses of the organization to be
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pai d by each political subdivision party to the agreenent and an
estimate of the amount required to be appropriated by each of
them for the purpose of paying the expenses. The agreenent shal
be effective when approved by the corporate authorities of each
of the political subdivisions by a majority vote and each of the
subdi vi si ons shall thereupon nmake an appropriation pursuant to
section 7511 (relating to appropriations by political
subdi vi sions) sufficient to pay its share of the expenses of the
or gani zat i on.

(b) Counties.--Were the | ocal organization has jurisdiction
in an area including the whole area of one or nore counties
which is not coterm nous with any one county, before paying any
expenses of the organi zation, the counties, all or part of which
lie within the jurisdiction of the organi zation, shall enter
into an agreenent in the manner and form provided in subsection
(a) and with Iike effect, and no other political subdivision
lying within the jurisdiction of the organization shall be a
party to the agreenent.

§ 7514. Paynments involving one political subdivision.

(a) GCeneral rule.--All bills or clains to be paid from any
appropriation nade by a political subdivision coterm nous wth
the |l ocal organization, after first being approved by the | ocal
organi zati on or an appropriate officer thereof designated for
t hat purpose, shall be paid fromthe treasury of the politica
subdi vi sion only upon the warrant or order of the officer or
of ficers of the political subdivision designated by law to
approve or countersign warrants or orders for the paynent of the
ordi nary expenses of the political subdivision, and shall be
subject to audit in the sane manner as other financial

transactions of the political subdivision. In each case, the
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officer or officers shall have the same power to approve or
di sapprove as they have in case of warrants for ordinary
expenses of the political subdivision, and no warrant or order
for the paynment thereof shall be issued w thout the approval.

(b) Gft or grant of noney.--Any gift or grant of noney made
to the |l ocal organization or to the political subdivision for
t he paynent of expenses incurred or to be incurred by or for the
organi zati on shall be deposited in the treasury of the political
subdi vi si on and shall be appropriated by the political
subdi vi sion for the purpose for which the gift or grant was
made, and any bills or clains to be paid fromthe gift or grant
shall be paid in the manner provided in this subchapter for the
paynent of other bills and clains against the political
subdi vi si on.
§ 7515. Payments involving two or nore political subdivisions.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Were two or nore political subdivisions
have entered into an agreenment as provided by section 7513
(relating to agreenents anong political subdivisions), all bills
and clains for expenses incurred by or for the | ocal
organi zation shall thereafter be paid in the first instance by
the political subdivision naned as agent in the agreenent in the
manner provided in section 7514 (relating to paynents invol ving
one political subdivision) as though the organization were
coterm nous with the political subdivision, and the organization
shall be subject to all of the |laws governing the nmaking of
contracts or purchases, the enpl oynent of persons or otherw se
i ncurring financial obligations which apply to the political
subdi vi si on.

(b) Accounting by agent.--The political subdivision

desi gnated as agent shall, not later than the fifteenth day of
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each nonth, submit an item zed account of the expenses of the
organi zation paid by it during the preceding cal endar nonth to
each of the other political subdivisions party to the agreenent,
together with a request for reinbursenent of the proportionate
share of expenses agreed to be paid by each of the other
political subdivisions.

(c) Reinbursenent of agent.--Each political subdivision
requested to make rei nbursenent shall do so within 30 days after
the request fromthe appropriation made for the paynent of the
expenses of the organization and, in the event of failure to do
so, mandanus shall lie to conpel the officers of the politica
subdi vi sion to pay the agreed-upon proportionate share of the
proper expenses of the organization out of the first noneys
thereafter in the treasury of the political subdivision and not
previously pledged to any ot her purpose. No political
subdi vi sion nmay be conpelled to pay for any one year an anount
greater than the anmbunt estimated in the agreenent as its
proportionate share. Any paynent nmade by any politica
subdi vision to the political subdivision naned as agent in the
agreenent for reinbursenent for the paynment of the expenses of
t he organi zation shall be credited by the agent political
subdi vision to the appropriation made by it for the paynent of
t he expenses of the organization and shall be available for the
paynent of future expenses of the organization wthout further
appropriation or action by the agent political subdivision.

(d) Gft or grant of noney.--Any gift or grant of noney made
to or for the I ocal organization, if nmade to a political
subdi vi sion, shall be deposited in its treasury and be
appropriated by it for the purpose for which the gift or grant

was nmade and the political subdivision shall notify the
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political subdivision nanmed as agent in the agreenent of the
appropriation and the purpose for which it is available. If the
gift or grant of noney is made to the organi zation, it shall be
deposited in the treasury of the political subdivision named as
agent in the agreenent and shall be appropriated by the
political subdivision for the purpose for which the gift or
grant was nmade. Any expenditure nmade by the agent political
subdi vision fromany gift or grant deposited in its treasury or
reinbursed fromany gift or grant deposited in the treasury of
any other political subdivision shall not be included in
conmputing the rei nbursenent requested fromany other political
subdi vi si on under the agreenent.
CHAPTER 77
M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS

Sec.
7701. Duties concerning disaster prevention.
7702. Acceptance of services, gifts, grants and | oans.
7703. Interstate arrangenents.
7704. Immunity fromcivil liability.
765 —Acerdental—+arury—or—death-benefts—
#7066 7705. Special powers of |ocal agencies.
§ 7701. Duties concerning disaster prevention.

(a) Governor.--In addition to disaster prevention neasures
i ncluded in the Conmonweal th and | ocal plans, the Governor shal
consi der on a continuing basis steps that could be taken to
prevent or reduce the harnful consequences of disasters. The
Governor, fromtinme to tine, shall make recommendations to the
CGeneral Assenbly, political subdivisions and other appropriate
public and private entities as nay facilitate nmeasures for

prevention or reduction of the harnful consequences of
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di sasters.

(b) Departnent of Environmental Resources.--The Depart nent
of Environnental Resources, in conjunction with the State Ofice
of Emergency Preparedness, shall keep | and uses and construction
of structures and other facilities under continuing study and
identify areas which are particularly susceptible to severe | and
shifting, subsidence, flood or other catastrophic occurrence.
The studies under this subsection shall concentrate on neans of
reduci ng or avoiding the dangers caused by this occurrence or
t he consequences thereof.

(c) O her Commonweal th agencies.--At the direction of the
Governor, and pursuant to any other authority and conpetence
t hey have, Comonweal th agencies, including but not limted to
t hose charged with responsibilities in connection with
fl oodpl ai n managenent, stream encroachment and fl ow regul ati on,
weat her nodification, fire prevention and control, air quality,
public works, |and use and | and-use planni ng, construction
standards, public utilities and energy, shall make studi es of
di saster prevention-related matters.

§ 7702. Acceptance of services, gifts, grants and | oans.

(a) General rule.--Wenever any person or the Federal
Government or any Federal agency or officer offers to the
Commonweal th or, through the Commonweal th, to any politi cal
subdi vi si on, services, equipnent, supplies, materials or funds
by way of gift, grant or |oan for purposes of disaster energency
servi ces, the Commonweal th, acting through the Governor, or the
political subdivision, acting with the consent of the Governor
and through its executive officer or governing body, may accept
the offer and upon acceptance the Governor or executive officer

or governing body of the political subdivision may authorize any
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of ficer of the Commonweal th or of the political subdivision, as
the case may be, to receive the services, equipnent, supplies,
mat erials or funds on behalf of the Conmmonwealth or political
subdi vi sion subject to the terns of the offer and the rules and
regul ations, if any, of the agency or person making the offer.

(b) Property of Commonweal th.--All equi prment, supplies and
materials referred to in subsection (a) shall, when accepted by
t he Comonweal th, be treated as the property of the Conmmonweal t h
and shall be subject to the relevant provisions of the act of
April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as "The Adm nistrative
Code of 1929," unless the Ceneral Assenbly directs otherw se by
statute.

§ 7703. Interstate arrangenents.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Upon finding that a vulnerable area lies
only partly within this Cormonweal th and includes territory in
anot her state or states or territory in a foreign jurisdiction
and that it would be desirable to establish an interstate
rel ati onship, nutual aid or an area organi zation for disaster
energency services, the Governor shall take steps to that end as
desirabl e.

(b) Negotiation and status of agreenents.--I1f this action is
taken with jurisdictions that have enacted the Interstate G vil
Def ense and Di saster Conpact, any resulting agreenment or
agreenents may be consi dered suppl enental agreenents pursuant to
Article 6 of that conpact. If the other jurisdiction or
jurisdictions with which the Governor proposes to cooperate
pursuant to subsection (a) have not enacted that conpact, the
Governor may negotiate special agreenents with the jurisdiction
or jurisdictions.

(c) Legislative approval of agreenents.--Any agreenent, if
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sufficient authority for the making thereof does not otherw se
exi st, becones effective only after its text has been

communi cated to the General Assenbly and provi ded that neither
House of the General Assenbly has di sapproved it by adjournnment
of the next ensuing session conpetent to consider it or within
30 days of its subm ssion, whichever is |onger.

§ 7704. Imunity fromcivil liability.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Neither the Commonweal th nor any
political subdivision thereof nor other agencies nor, except in
cases of willful msconduct, the agents, enployees or
representatives of any of them engaged in any energency services
activities, nor except in cases of wllful m sconduct or gross
negl i gence any i ndividual or other person under contract wth
themto provide equi pnent or work on a cost basis to be used in
di saster relief, while conplying with or attenpting to conply
with this part or any rule or regul ation promul gated pursuant to
the provisions of this part, shall be liable for the death of or
any injury to persons or |oss or damage to property as a result
of that activity.

(b) Real estate owners.--Any person owning or controlling
real estate or other prem ses, who voluntarily and w t hout
conpensation, grants a |license or privilege or otherw se pernmts
t he designation or use of the whole or any part or parts of the
real estate or prem ses for any energency services purpose,
shall, together with his successors in interest, if any, not be
civilly liable for negligently causing the death of or injury to
or loss or damage to the property of any person who is upon the
real estate or other prem ses for that purpose.

(c) Oher benefits unaffected.--This section does not affect

the right of any person to receive benefits to which he would
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ot herwi se be entitled under this part or under the workmen's
conpensation | aws or under any pension law, nor the right of any

person to receive any benefits or conpensation under any Federal

| aw.
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87706 8 7705. Special powers of |ocal agencies.

(a) Roadway cl earance. --Wenever the Governor shall have
procl ai ned a di saster energency under section 7301(c) (relating
to declaration of disaster energency), officials of any
political subdivision included in the disaster energency shal
have the authority to clear such roadways as are necessary for
the health, safety and welfare of residents, even though such
roadways are not officially the responsibility of such political
subdi vi sion. The political subdivision my be reinbursed for the
cost of such clearing as provided in subsection (c).

(b) Water systens.--Wienever the Governor shall have
procl ai med a di saster energency under section 7301(c) and in the
event that a water system owned or operated by a political
subdi vi sion or nunicipal authority is damaged, destroyed or nade
i noperable as a direct result of such disaster energency, the
political subdivision or nunicipal authority shall have the
authority to |l ease or hire such personnel and equi pnent as may
be needed to effect restoration of such water system The
political subdivision or nunicipal authority may be rei nbursed
for the cost of such restoration as provided in subsection (c).

(c) Reinbursenent.--Wenever the Governor shall have
procl ai med a di saster energency under section 7301(c), he shal
have power to transfer any unused funds which may have been
appropriated for the ordi nary expenses of governnment in the
CGeneral Fund to such State agencies as he may direct to be
expended for reinbursements as provided in subsections (a) and
(b). Such reinbursenents shall be made in accordance with and to
the extent permtted by regul ations i ssued by such agency or

agenci es as the Governor nmay designate to admnister the
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rei mbur senent prograns established by subsections (a) and (b).
The total of such transfers shall never exceed $1, 000,000 in any
one year except by action of the General Assenbly.

(d) Limtations.--Reinbursenments pursuant to subsection (c)
shall not be nade to the extent that the Commonwealth, a
political subdivision or a nunicipal authority may be eligible
for assistance fromthe Federal Covernnent.

SECTI ON 2. TRANSFERS. <—

ALL PERSONNEL, ALLOCATI ONS, APPROPRI ATI ONS, EQUI PMENT, FI LES,
RECORDS, CONTRACTS, AGREEMENTS, OBLI GATI ONS, AND OTHER MATERI AL
VWH CH ARE USED, EMPLOYED OR EXPENDED | N CONNECTI ON W TH THE
PONERS, DUTI ES OR FUNCTI ONS OF THE STATE COUNCI L OF CIVIL
DEFENSE ARE HEREBY TRANSFERRED TO THE OFFI CE OF EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS W TH THE SAME FORCE AND EFFECT AS | F THE
APPROPRI ATI ONS HAD BEEN MADE TO AND THE | TEMs HAD BEEN THE
PROPERTY OF THE OFFI CE OF EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS | N THE FI RST
| NSTANCE AND AS | F THE CONTRACTS, AGREEMENTS AND OBLI GATI ONS HAD
BEEN | NCURRED OR ENTERED | NTO BY THE OFFI CE OF EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS.

Section 2 3. Repeals. <—

The foll owi ng acts are repeal ed:

Act of March 19, 1951 (P.L.28, No.4), known as the "State
Council of G vil Defense Act of 1951."

Act of March 19, 1951 (P.L.42, No.6), entitled "An act
authorizing certain political subdivisions to make
appropriations for the paynment of expenses of l|ocal or district
councils of civil defense within said political subdivisions and
for the protection or preparation for the protection of the
health, welfare and safety of the civilian popul ation of said

political subdivision during enmergencies resulting fromair
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rai ds, blackouts or sabotage; regulating the manner of paynent
of expenses of local and district councils of civil defense;
aut hori zing such political subdivisions to borrow noney under
certain conditions for such purposes; and providing for the
repaynent thereof."

Act of March 19, 1951 (P.L.47, No.7), entitled "An act
aut hori zing the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania to enter into a
conpact with any other state for mutual hel pful ness in neeting
any civil defense energency or disaster."

Act of April 28, 1961 (P.L.129, No.60), entitled "An act
aut hori zing political subdivisions of the Cormonwealth to avail
t hensel ves of services offered by the State G vil Service
Commi ssion in connection with the enploynment of personnel for
civil defense purposes.”

Act of July 6, 1961 (P.L.515, No.265), entitled, as anended,
"An act authorizing the Governor to provide for disaster and
energency relief under certain circunstances; authorizing himto
transfer certain funds in the General Fund for these purposes,
and maki ng an appropriation.”

Section 3 4. Effective date.
This act shall take effect immediately and shall be

retroactive to July 1, 1977.

| 20L32CM 19770S1104B1559 - 45 -



