HOUSE AVENDED
PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 794, 1458 PRINTER S NO. 1493

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. /48 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MELLOW AND ORLANDO, APRIL 20, 1977

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
NOVEMBER 22, 1977

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338), entitled, as
anended, "An act defining the liability of an enployer to pay
damages for injuries received by an enploye in the course of
enpl oynment ; establishing an el ective schedul e of
conpensati on; providing procedure for the determ nation of
liability and conpensation thereunder; and prescribing

penal ties," PROVI DI NG COVERAGE FOR VOLUNTEER RESCUE AND <—
LI FESAVI NG SQUADS AND further defining enploye to include
volunteers in the State Parks and Forests Program DEPUTY <—

GAME PROTECTORS, SPECI AL WATERWAY PATROLMEN AND TO VOLUNTEERS

I N CONNECTI ON W TH FOREST FI RE PROTECTI ON and provi di ng

benefits.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 601, act June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338),
known as "The Pennsyl vania Wrknen's Conpensation Act, "
reenacted and amended June 21, 1939 (P.L.520, No.281), and added
Decenber 5, 1974 (P.L.782, No.263), is anended to read:

Section 601. In addition to those persons included wthin
the definition of the word "enpl oye" as defined in section 104

of this act, there shall be included all nenbers of the

volunteers in the State Parks and Forests Program vol unteer
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anmbul ance corps, VOLUNTEER RESCUE AND LI FESAVI NG SQUADS

vol unteer fire conpanies or volunteer fire departnents of the
various cities, boroughs, incorporated towns, and townships, who
shall be and are hereby declared to be "enpl oyes" of such
cities, boroughs, incorporated towns, townships, and OF the

Commpbnweal th (i I N the case of volunteers in State Parks and

Forests Program MEMBERS OF VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE CORPS AND

VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANI ES VHEN PERFORM NG DUTI ES I N STATE PARKS

AND STATE FORESTS for all the purposes of this act, and shall be

entitled to receive conpensation in case of injuries received
whil e actually engaged as ambul ance cor psnen, RESCUE AND

LI FESAVI NG SQUAD MEMBERS or firemen or while going to or

returning fromany fire which the fire conpani es or anbul ance

corps OR RESCUE AND LI FESAVI NG SQUAD or fire departnment of which

they are nmenbers shall have attended, or while participating in

instruction fire, RESCUE AND LI FESAVI NG or anbul ance drills in

whi ch the fire conpany, RESCUE AND LI FESAVI NG SQUAD or ambul ance
corps of which they are nenbers shall have participated, or
while repairing or doing other work about or on the fire, RESCUE

AND LI FESAVI NG or anbul ance apparatus or buil di ngs and grounds

of such fire conpany upon the authorization of the chief, SQUAD
LEADER or corps president or other person in charge, or while

answering any energency call for any purpose, or while riding

upon the fire, RESCUE AND LI FESAVI NG or ambul ance appar at us

owned or used by the fire conpani es, RESCUE AND LI FESAVI NG

SQUAD, or anbul ance corps of which they are nenbers, at any

time, or while perform ng any other duties of such anbul ance

corps, RESCUE AND LI FESAVI NG SQUADS, conpanies or fire
departnment authorized by such cities, boroughs, incorporated

towns and townships, or while performng any duties in
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connection with the volunteers in State Parks and Forests

act, approved April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299), entitled, as
anended, "An act to provide for the safety of persons enpl oyed,
housed, or assenbled in certain buildings and structures not in
cities of the first class, second class, and second class A, by
requiring certain construction and ways of egress, equipnent,
and mai ntenance; providing for the licensing of projectionists,
except in cities of the first class and second class; requiring
t he subm ssion of plans for exam nation and approval ; providing
for the promnmulgation of rules and regul ations for the
enforcenent of this act; providing for the enforcenent of this
act by the Departnment of Labor and Industry and, in certain
cases, by the chiefs of fire departnments in cities of the third
cl ass; providing penalties for violations of the provisions of

this act; and repealing certain acts,” as anended; and there

shal | be included FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S ACT TO RECEI VE

COVPENSATI ON I N CASE OF | NJURIES RECEI VED VH LE ACTUALLY

PERFORM NG OFFI Gl AL DUTI ES, PENNSYLVANI A DEPUTY GAME PROTECTORS

VWHETHER EMPLOYED BY THE GAME COVWM SSI ON TO RECEI VE RECOVPENSE

FOR SUCH DUTI ES OR OTHERW SE, al |l individuals [who extinguish

forest fires and are entitled to conpensation therefor,] as
determ ned by authorized officers of the Departnent of

Envi ronnment al Resources, WHO ACT TO PROTECT OQUR FORESTS FROM

FIRE, WHETHER OR NOT THEY ARE ENTI TLED TO COVPENSATI ON THEREFOR;

and such individuals are hereby declared to be "forest fire

fighters” and ["enpl oyes"] "FOREST FI RE PROTECTI ON EMPLOYES" of

the departnent for all the purposes of this act, and shall be
entitled to receive conpensation in case of injuries received

whil e actually engaged in extinguishing forest fires or while

19770S0748B1493 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00 N o oo M wWw N - O

going to or returning fromforest fires or while perform ng any
ot her duties in connection with [extinguishing forest fires] <—

FOREST FI RE PROTECTI ON aut horized or ratified by the <—

departnment's officers. ALL SPECI AL WVATERWAYS PATROLMEN SHALL BE <—

I NCLUDED FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S ACT TO RECEI VE COVPENSATI ON I N

CASE OF I NJURIES RECEI VED VH LE ACTUALLY PERFORM NG OFFI Cl AL

In all cases where an injury conpensabl e under the provisions

of this act is received by a nenber of any person in the

volunteers in the State Parks and Forests Program a vol unteer

anmbul ance corps, VOLUNTEER RESCUE AND LI FESAVI NG SQUAD, <—

vol unteer fire conpany, DEPUTY GAME PROTECTOR, SPECI AL WATERWAYS <—

fighter of the departnent whether enployed, self-enployed, or
unenpl oyed, there is an irrebuttable presunption that his wages
shall be at |east equal to the Statew de average weekly wage for
t he purposes of conmputing his conpensati on under sections 306
and 307 of this act.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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