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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 122 %5

| NTRODUCED BY | RVI S, BUTERA, PARKER, MANDERI NO AND GREENFI ELD,
JUNE 21, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, JUNE 22, 1977
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In the House of Representatives, June 21, 1977

WHEREAS, The responsibilities of nenbers of the House have
increased in recent years, as have expenditures of Commonweal t h
funds to sustain these responsibilities; and

WHEREAS, The admi ni stration nmachinery, facilities, and other
el ements in the structure and practices of the House which
support the discharge of these responsibilities have been
expanded greatly; and

WHEREAS, The support structure, facilities, and
adm ni strative practices of the House have never been subjected
to an overall independent exam nation; and

WHEREAS, The noderni zati on and i nprovenent of the cost-
ef fectiveness of the adm nistrative machinery, facilities,
practices, and support-services of the House can be facilitated
by an inpartial, overall study conducted by a group independent
of the House; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That there is hereby established a comm ssion on

t he operation of the House which shall be conposed of seven
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menbers appointed fromprivate |ife and two ex officio nenbers
who are presently officers or enployees of the House and who
shall participate without vote. Al comm ssioners shall be
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House upon the joint
recommendati on of the Majority Leader and the Mnority Leader of
t he House. Any vacancy in the conm ssion shall be filled in the
same manner as the original appointnment. The conm ssion shal
el ect a chairman and a vice chairman from anong its nmenbers.
Four nmenbers of the conm ssion shall constitute a quorum but two
menbers may conduct hearings. Not nore than two forner nenbers
of the House may serve as nenbers of the comm ssion and no
i ndi vi dual whose rel evant experience is preponderantly in the
Executive Branch of the Governnment shall be appointed as a
menber of the conm ssion; and be it further

RESCLVED, That it shall be the function and duty of the
commi ssion to nake a conprehensive and inpartial study of the
organi zati on and operation of the Pennsylvani a House of
Representatives. Such study shall include, but not be limted
to: (i) the functioning of nenbers, officers, and enpl oyees of
the House in the light of the responsibilities of the House in
the areas of commttee responsibility, |awraking,
representation, and oversight, (ii) the scheduling of business,
(i1i1) office accommobdations and facilities, (iv) information
resources, and (v) internal managenent adm nistrative support
structures, including electronic and technical aids, foresight
capacity and workl oad. The conmm ssion shall al so study ways of
i mprovi ng House conmuni cati on, cooperation, and coordi nation
with the Senate and with the Executive and Judicial Branches of
t he Governnent, giving due consideration to the separation of

powers provided by the Constitution. Menbers of the comm ssion,
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other than |l egislators, shall receive a per di em conpensation of
$50 for the performance of their duties. The conmi ssion shal
appoi nt, prescribe the duties and responsibilities of, and fix
t he conpensation of a staff director, and such other enpl oyees
as may be necessary to enable it to carry out its functions and
duties. The conmi ssion is authorized to procure the tenporary or
intermttent services of individual consultants, or
organi zations thereof; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the comm ssion is authorized to utilize the
services, information, facilities, and personnel of the office
of the Secretary of the House, the office of the Chief Oerk of
t he House, House Conptroller, Parlianentarian, Majority Caucus
Whi p, Mnority Caucus Wi p, Legislative Reference Bureau, Joint
St at e Governnent Commi ssion, and the Legislative Data Processing
Center and Legislative Ofice of Research Liaison. Ofice space
and office furniture, furnishings and equi pnent shall be
provided to the conm ssion in the sane manner as other offices
of the House; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion shall submt a final report to
the Majority Leader and Mnority Leader of the House as soon as
possi bl e after Novenber 7, 1978, which shall set forth the
results of the study made under this resolution, together wth
its findings and recomendati ons. The conm ssion may submt such
other reports to the Majority Leader and the Mnority Leader of
t he House as they may request or as the comm ssion deens
advi sabl e. The Majority Leader and Mnority Leader shall submt
to the House all reports received by them Fourteen days after
the date of subm ssion of its final report, the comm ssion shal
cease to exist; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the expenses of the conm ssion, which shal
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not exceed $100, 000, shall be paid fromthe incidental and

| egi slative printing expense fund of the House upon vouchers
signed by the chairman of the conm ssion and approved by the
Majority Leader or the Mnority Leader of the House, except that

vouchers shall not be required for the disbursenent of salaries
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of enpl oyees paid at an annual rate.
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