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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 80 o’

I NTRODUCED BY SHUMAN, F. TAYLOR, ZELLER AND S. E. HAYES JR
APRIL 18, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 19, 1977
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In the House of Representatives, April 18, 1977

WHEREAS, The operations of the Traffic Court of the City of
Phi | adel phia and the conputer section of the Phil adel phia Police
Depart ment handling notor vehicle violations have caused
numer ous problens for the citizens of this Comonweal th; and

WHEREAS, The Traffic Court and the Police Departnent of
Phi | adel phi a have not as yet corrected the probl ens which arose
fromthis operation to the satisfaction of the citizens of this
Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Nunerous conplaints are being directed to the
menbers of the General Assenbly resulting in unnecessary waste
of time in solving these conplaints; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives
direct the House Judiciary Conmittee to investigate and study
all questions and conplaints arising fromthe operations and
policies of the Traffic Court and the Police Departnent of the
City of Philadelphia with regard to the handling of traffic | aws

or ordinance violations. The commttee is then to devel op
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recommendati ons for appropriate legislation; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the commttee may hol d public hearings, take
testimony, and nmake its study at such places as it deens
necessary within this Commonwealth. It may issue subpoenas under
t he hand and seal of its chai rnman commandi ng any person to
appear before it and answer questions touching natters properly
being inquired into by the conmttee and to produce such books,
papers, records and docunments as the committee deens necessary.
Such subpoenas may be served upon any person and shall have the
force and effect of subpoenas issued out of the courts of this
Commonweal th. Any person who willfully neglects or refuses to
testify before the conmttee or to produce any books, papers,
records or documents, shall be subject to the penalties provided
by the | aws of the Commonweal th in such case. Each nenber of the
commttee shall have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations
to witnesses appearing before the commttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That within thirty cal endar days after the
commttee has nade its report, the chairman of such commttee
shall cause a record of all expenses incurred by that commttee,
or the nmenbers thereof, which are payable at Conmonweal t h
expense, to be filed with the Speaker of the House of
Representati ves, who shall cause the sanme to be entered in the
journal thereof. No expenses incurred by the cormmttee or any
menber thereof shall be reinbursable by the Chief Cerk unless
such expense shall first have been included as an expense item
in the record heretofore required; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the committee shall report its findings,
together with its recommendati ons, for appropriate |egislation
or otherwise to the General Assenbly as soon as the

i nvestigation and study are conpleted or at the end of the
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1 session, whichever is sooner.
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