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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2578 5%

| NTRODUCED BY LASHI NGER, DeWEESE, POLI TE, GREENLEAF,
D. S. HAYES, PYLES, ARMSTRONG FREIND AND GOEBEL,
JUNE 13, 1978

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FEDERAL- STATE RELATI ONS, JUNE 13, 1978
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, authorizing initiative and referendum

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance wth
the provisions of Article Xl thereof:

That Article Il be anended by adding a subarticle to read:

F. Initiati ve and Ref er endum

§ 33. Initiative.

(a) The |l eqgislative power of this Commonweal th shall be

vested in the Senate and House of Representatives but the people

reserve to thensel ves the power to propose | aws and anendnents

to the Constitution, and to adopt or reject the sane, at the

polls i ndependent of the Legislature, and al so reserve the

power, at their own option, to so adopt or reject any act, or

section or part of any act, passed by the General Assenbly.
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(b)) The initiative is the power of the electors to propose

statutes and anendnents to the Constitution and to adopt or

rej ect them

(c) An initiative neasure nmay be proposed by presenting to

the Secretary of State a petition that sets forth the text of

t he proposed statute or amendnent to the Constitution and is

certified to have been signed by electors equal in nunber to 7%

in the case of a statute, and 10%in the case of an anmendnent to

the Constitution, of the votes for all candi dates for Gover nor

at the | ast gubernatorial el ection.

(d) The Secretary of State shall submt the neasure at the

next general election held at | east 131 days after it qualifies

or at any special statewi de election held prior to that general

el ection. The Governor may call a special statew de el ection for

t he neasur e.

(e) An initiative neasure enbraci ng nore than one subj ect

may not be subnmitted to the el ectors or have any effect.

§ 34. Referendum

(a) Areferendumis the power of the electors to approve or

reject statutes or parts of statutes except energency statutes,

statutes calling el ections, and statutes providing for tax

| evies or appropriations for usual current expenses of the

Commpnweal t h.

(b)Y A referendum nmeasure nay be proposed by presenting to

the Secretary of State,within 60 days after adjournnent of the

requl ar session at which the statute was passed or within 90

days after adjournnent of the special session at which the

statute was passed, a petition certified to have been signed by

el ectors equal in nunber to 7% of the votes for all candi dates

for Governor at the | ast gubernatorial el ection, asking that the
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statute or part of it be submtted to the el ectors.

(c) The Secretary of State shall then subnit the neasure at

the next general election held at | east 31 days after it

qualifies or at a special statewi de election held prior to that

general election. The Governor may call a special statew de

el ection for the neasure.

8§ 35. Initiative and ref erendum

(a) An initiative statute or referendum approved by a

majority of votes thereon takes effect five days after the date

of the official certification of the vote by the Secretary of

State unl ess the neasure provides otherwise. If a referendum

petitionis filed against a part of a statute, the remai nder of

the statute shall not be del ayed fromgoing i nto effect.

(b)Y |If provisions of two or nore neasures approved at the

sane el ection conflict, those of the neasure receiving the

hi ghest affirmati ve vote shall prevail.

(c) Except as provided herein, the General Assenbly nmay

anend or repeal referendum statutes. It may anend or repeal an

initiative statute by another statute that becones effective

only when approved by the electors unless the initiative statute

pernmits anendnent or repeal w thout their approval. An

initiative statute or referendum shall not be anended or

repeal ed when it was adopted by a vote of a nunber of el ectors

equal to a mpjority of the electors reqistered to vote at the

precedi ng gubernatorial el ection nor shall any other initiative

statute or referendum be amended or repealed within two years of

its approval except upon the approval of two-thirds of the

menbers el ected to the Senate and the House of Representatives.

(d) The veto power of the Governor shall not extend to an

initiative or referendum statute approved by the el ectors.
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(e) Prior to circulation of an initiative or referendum

petition for signatures, a copy shall be submtted to the

Attorney General which shall prepare a title and sunmmary of the

neasur e.

(f) The General Assenbly shall provide the manner in which

petitions shall be circul ated, presented and certified, and

measures subnmtted to the el ectors.

8§ 36. Local initiative and referendum

Initiati ve and referendum powers may be exerci sed by the

el ectors of each nmunicipality under procedures that the General

Assenbly shall provide.

8§ 37. Pr ohi bi ti on agai nst nam ng private corporati on or

i ndi vidual to office.

No amendnent to the Constituti on, and no statute proposed to

the el ectors by the General Assenbly or by initiative, that

nanmes an i ndividual to hold an office, or nanes or identifies a

private corporation to performa function or to have a power or

duty, may be subnitted to the el ectors or have any effect.
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