PRINTER S NO. 2942

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2308 *%%”

I NTRODUCED BY | RVI'S, SELTZER AND MANDERI NO, APRIL 5, 1978

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, APRIL 5, 1978

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 12, 1931 (P.L.575, No.200), entitled
"An act providing for joint action by Pennsylvania and New
Jersey in the devel opnent of the ports on the | ower Del aware
Ri ver, and the inprovenent of the facilities for
transportation across the river; authorizing the Governor,
for these purposes, to enter into an agreenment with New
Jersey; creating The Del aware River Joint Comm ssion and
speci fying the powers and duties thereof, including the power
to finance projects by the issuance of revenue bonds;
transferring to the new comm ssion all the powers of the
Del aware Ri ver Bridge Joint Comm ssion; and nmaki ng an
appropriation,” proposing that an article be added to the
Interstate Conpact to provide a code of ethics for nenbers of
t he conmi ssi on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 12, 1931 (P.L.575, No.200),
entitled "An act providing for joint action by Pennsylvania and
New Jersey in the devel opnment of the ports on the | ower Del aware
Ri ver, and the inprovenent of the facilities for transportation
across the river; authorizing the Governor, for these purposes,
to enter into an agreenment with New Jersey; creating The
Del aware Ri ver Joint Comm ssion and specifying the powers and

duties thereof, including the power to finance projects by the
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i ssuance of revenue bonds; transferring to the new conm ssion
all the powers of the Delaware Ri ver Bridge Joint Comm ssion;
and maki ng an appropriation,” is anended by adding an article to
t he agreenent to read:

ARTICLE II-A.

For purposes of this article as used herein, unless a

different neaning clearly appears fromthe context:

"A nenber of the famly" shall nmean and i nclude a

conmi ssioner's or enploye's spouse, children, parents and their

chi | dren.

"The public business of the authority" shall nean and i ncl ude

all matters concerning the authority's acquisition, disposal or

i mprovenent of real property, the making of authority contracts

or the settlenment of clains relating thereto, the procurenent of

authority supplies, equi pnent or services, the initiation or

settlenent of litigation to which the authority is a party, the

grant by the authority of any subsidy or privilege, the i ssuance

and pl acenent of authority debt obligations, the deposit of

authority funds, or any other transaction in which the authority

has a substantial financial interest.

No comm ssi oner or enploye of the authority shall engage

directly or indirectly in any personal business transacti ons, or

pri vate arrangenent for personal profit which accrues fromor is

based upon his official position or authority.

No commi ssi oner or enploye of the authority shall have any

substantial interest, of either a financial or personal nature,

in any busi ness or transacti on or professional activity which is

in conflict wwth the proper di scharge of his duties in carrying

out the public business of the authority.

No comm ssi oner or enploye of the authority shall represent
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or act as agent for any private interest, whether for

conpensation or not, in any matter in which the authority has a

direct and substantial interest and whi ch coul d reasonably be

expected to result in a conflict between the interest of the

conmmi ssi oner or enploye and his official responsibility.

Commi ssi oner or enployes of the authority or nenbers of their

famly shall not, directly or indirectly, solicit or accept or

agree to accept any qift or anything of value for personal

benefit under any circunstances which could reasonably be

expected to i nfluence the manner in which the comm ssi oner or

enpl oye conducts the public business of the authority.

No comm ssi oner or enploye of the authority shall use any

i nformati on gai ned in connection with the performance of his

public duties and not available to the public at | arge or shal

di vul ge such informati on i n advance of the tine prescri bed for

its authori zed rel ease for his own personal gain or for the gain

of others.

No comm ssi oner or enploye of the authority shall engage in

or accept private enpl oynent or render services for private

i nterests when such enpl oynent or service is in substanti al

conflict with the proper discharge of his or her official

duti es.

No commi ssi oner or enploye of the authority shall solicit or

recei ve paynent or contribution fromany authority enpl oye on

behal f of any candi date for public office, for the canpai gn

pur poses of any candi date or for the use of any political party.

No comm ssi oner or enploye of the authority, while physically

present on the prem ses of the authority, shall solicit or

knowi ngly assist in the solicitati on or acceptance of

contri bution on behalf of any candi date for public office, or
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any political organi zation or comm tt ee.

Any comm ssi oner or enploye of the authority who, in the

di scharge of his official duties, would be required to take an

action or nake a deci sion that would be i nconsistent with any of

the provisions of the code of ethics of the Del aware R ver Port

Aut hority shall instead take the foll owi ng acti ons:

(a) He shall prepare a witten statenent describing the

matter requiring acti on or decision and the nature of his

interests affected with respect to such acti on or deci sion;

(b) He shall cause copies of such statenent to be delivered

to his superior, and the secretary of the authority;

(c) If heis a comm ssioner, he shall deliver a copy of such

statenent to the presiding officer and to the secretary of the

authority and shall excuse hinmself. The presiding officer shal

cause such statenent to be noted in the m nutes and shal

excl ude the comm ssi oner from any votes, deliberati ons and ot her

action on the matter; and

(d) If he is not a conmi ssioner, he shall w thdraw from

participation in the matter and his superior shall assign it to

anot her enpl oye.

Any comm ssi oner or enpl oye of the authority who violates the

provi sions of the authority's code of ethics shall be subject to

i mmedi ate di smssal or other disciplinary action by the

appoi nti ng authority.

Section 2. The provisions of Article Il-A of section 1 shal
not take effect on the activities of the Del aware Ri ver Port
Authority until such tinme as the State of New Jersey shall enact
the provisions of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days and shal

apply to the comm ssioners appointed fromthe Commonweal t h of
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