PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 1806 PRINTER S NO. 1814

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 15006 *%7°

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. SCHM TT, COHEN, STAPLETON, G AMVARCO
GARZI A, TAYLOR, PI EVSKY, BORSKI, GRAY, WH TE, ZELLER, ZW KL,
Rl ECER, McI NTYRE, RI CHARDSON, ZI TTERVAN, LAUGHLI N, JONES,
BARBER, BENNETT, RUGE ERO, MRS. KELLY, MESSRS. REED
KOMLYSHYN, BRANDT, BI TTI NGER AND STEWART, JULY 19, 1977

AS REPORTED FROM COWMM TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JULY 20, 1977

26

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled
"An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct of the
executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative
departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative
departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
of ficers, and of the several admnistrative departnents,
boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive
and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the
nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
commi ssions shall be determ ned,” granting additional powers
to the Ofice of Consunmer Advocate; and creating the Consuner
Advocat e Federal G ant Fund.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 901-A and 904-A, act of April 9, 1929
(P.L.177, No.175), known as "The Adm nistrative Code of 1929,"
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added July 9, 1976 (P.L.903, No.161), are anended by addi ng
definitions and subsections to read:

Section 901-A. Definitions.--As used in this article:

* * %

"Consuner group" neans any associ ati on of persons whet her

formal or otherwi se, or any corporati on, associ ati on,

partnership, or other legal entity consisting of nore than two

i ndi viduals, which has as its primry purpose the pronoti on of

consuner _interests.

"Electric utility" neans any person, corporation, or

muni ci pal corporation which sells electric energy for purposes

ot her than resal e.

* * %

Secti on 904- A Powers and Duties of the Consuner Advocate. --

* * %

(f) The Consuner Advocate shall have the power to apply for

and receive, subject to any applicable | aws or requl ati ons of

t he Federal Governnent or any agency thereof, any Feder al

grants, appropriations, allocations and prograns for which it

may be eligible. THE CONSUMER ADVOCATE SHALL HAVE THE PONER TO <—

EXPEND ANY MONEYS SO RECEI VED FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNVENT TO

EXERCI SE_ANY PONER OR PERFORM ANY DUTY PROVI DED I'N SECTI ON 904-

A.

(g) The Consuner Advocate shall have the power in his

di scretion to make assi stance grants to consuner dgroups from

funds received fromthe Federal Governnent pursuant to Public

Law 94-385, 90 Stat. 1125.

(h) TFhe Consuner—Adveocate—shall—distributethe—assistance <—
grants—tethe econsurmer—groups WHENEVER THE CONSUMER ADVOCATE <—
MAKES AN ASSI STANCE GRANT TO A CONSUMER GROUP, VH CH MAY ONLY BE
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MADE FROM FEDERAL MONEYS, SUCH GRANT SHALL BE based on the

foll ow ng gui delines:

(1) the consuner group represents an i nterest the

representati on of which would contribute to a fair deterni nation

of the issues in a proceedi ng before the conm ssion or a Federal

requl atory authority:

(2) the proceeding is of such a nature that its outcone wl|

have a significant inpact on consuner interests; and

(3) such other guidelines as the Consuner Advocate nmay

deterni ne necessary and proper and whi ch shall be published

pursuant to the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L. 769, No.240), known as

the "Commonweal th Docunents Law. "

(i) The assistance grants specified in subsections (qg) and

(h) shall be used by the consuner groups for the preparati on of

testi nony, preparation of witten subm ssions, paynent for |egal

counsel and the paynent of expert witnesses in any proceedi ng

concerning an electric utility before the conm ssion or a

Federal requlatory authority. I n connection with any such

proceedi ng, the Consuner Advocate may in addition provide

techni cal assistance in the formof staff assistance or by

consul tant retai ned by the Consuner Advocate to prepare | asting

or witten subm ssions and to provide data, techni cal anal yses

and other infornmati on to consumer groups.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 908-A. Consuner Advocate Federal Grant Fund. --(a)

The Consuner Advocate Federal Grant Fund is hereby created in

the State Treasury to constitute a fund separate and apart from

all other funds of the Commpbnweal t h.

(b)Y The purpose of the fund shall be to receive and provide

operating funds for the Consunmer Advocate from noneys granted to
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1 the Commponwealth by the United States under the Energy

2 Conservation and Production Act, Public Law 94-385, 90 Stat.

3 1125, to be used pursuant to this act.

4 (c) Al grants of noneys received by the Commonwealth from
5 the United States under the provisions of the Energy

6 Conservation and Production Act, Public Law 94-385, 90 Stat.

7 1125, shall be paid into_the fund.

8 (d) The fund shall be adm nistered by the State Treasurer
9 who shall pay out of the fund upon requisition of the Consuner
10 Advocate wi thout further appropriation.
11 (e) The assistance authorized by subsections (g), (h) and
12 (i) of section 904-A shall be extended only upon receipt of
13 funds fromthe Federal Governnent.
14 Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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