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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1226 >

| NTRODUCED BY DeVWEESE, D. R WRIGHT, FINEMAN, I RVIS, KELLY,
COLE, COHEN, GOCDVAN, C. GEORGE, MANDERI NO, FEE, GALLAGHER,
CALTAG RONE, LETTERVAN, LAUDADI O, KOLTER, RENW CK, G AMVARCO,
GRI ECO, SCANLON, WARGO, B. F. O BRI EN, GATSKI
ZI TTERVAN, GARZI A, ARTHURS, BERLIN, SHUPNI K, CI M N, FRYER
YAHNER, VALI CENTI, HARPER, CASSI DY, SWEET, RI CHARDSON,
LI VENGOOD, STEWART, CAPUTO, RIEGER, G LLETTE, SCHM TT,
TENAGLI O, PRATT, DeMEDI O AND KOWALYSHYN, JUNE 6, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 6, 1977
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AN ACT
Creating the Pennsyl vani a Physi ci an Educati on Council ;
establishing the powers and duties of such council; creating
regi onal advisory boards to such council; regulating certain

appropriations to nedical schools and school s of osteopathy;
and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Pennsyl vani a
Physi ci an Education Pl anning Act."

Section 2. Legislative findings.

The Commonweal th of Pennsylvania is fortunate in the nunber
and quality of nmedical schools |ocated therein. However, there
is no integrated system of education for physicians applicable
to the entire State which would assure an appropriate Statew de

di stribution of physicians.
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The lack of such an integrated systemresults in a loss to
both the nedical schools and the community at |arge. Medical
schools are unable to utilize the various nedical facilities and
the talents of individuals |ocated throughout the Conmonweal t h.
Many segnments of the general popul ace are w thout adequate
heal th care while others who do have avail able health care
cannot utilize the advanced know edge obtai nabl e at the nedical
schools. It is essential that an integrated Statew de education
pl an for physicians be devel oped to include the establishnment of
subsi di zed residency progranms in community hospitals and ot her
alternative settings in order to benefit both the nedi cal
schools and the community at | arge.

Section 3. Pennsylvani a Physician Education Council.

There is hereby created an i ndependent council to be known as
t he Pennsyl vani a Physi ci an Educati on Council|l which shall consi st
of the follow ng persons: the Secretary of Health and the
Secretary of Education, or their respective designees; the chief
executive officers, or their designees, of the colleges or
universities in Pennsylvania of which each accredited nedi cal
school or school of osteopathy is a part; two physicians
licensed to practice in Pennsylvania who are professionally
qualified in a field of prinmary care appointed by the Governor;
one representative froma Pennsyl vani a teachi ng hospital
appoi nted by the Governor froma list of at |east three nanes
submtted by the Council of Teaching Hospitals; two nenbers of
t he House of Representatives, one fromeach political party,
sel ected by the Speaker of the House; and two nenbers of the
Senate, one fromeach political party selected by the President
pro tenpore of the Senate. The council shall select a chairman

fromanong its nmenbers. Menbers shall receive no conpensation
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but shall be reinbursed for actual expenses incurred. The
Secretary of Health shall provide the necessary adm nistrative
per sonnel and services. A quorum shall consist of a majority of
the total nenbership of the council and a majority vote of those
present shall be sufficient in the resolution of any nmatter.
Section 4. Powers and duties of the council.

The council shall have the follow ng powers and duties:

(1) Develop an integrated Statew de education plan for
physi ci ans which shall include the establishnment of residency
prograns in community hospitals and alternative setting such
as, but not limted to nodel or group practices and health
mai nt enance organi zations by the nedical schools with the
cooperation of the nedical profession, hospitals, and clinics
t hroughout the Commonweal th. The council shall submt the
St at ewi de education plan for physicians to the Statew de
heal t h coordi nating council established pursuant to Public
Law 93-641 for approval and integration with the State health
pl an.

(2) Divide the Conmonwealth into regions which shall be
conpati bl e but not necessarily coterm nous with health
servi ce areas devel oped pursuant to Public Law 93-641.

(3) Guve priority in the devel opnent of such an
integrated plan to those areas of the Conmonweal th which have
been designated as nedically deprived by the Secretary of
Heal t h.

(4) Cooperate with any agency or political subdivision
of the Commonweal th or any other public or private agency in
t he devel opnent of such an integrated plan including the
right to enter into contracts with such agencies and to

recei ve nonetary aid or grants.
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(5) Cooperate with the office of the Governor or any
desi gnat ed agency in the establishnent of a Statew de
comuni cation systemwhich will enabl e the nedical
prof ession, hospitals, and clinics throughout the
Conmonweal th to have a direct tie |line and instantaneous
communi cation with conputer banks and specialists at the
medi cal schools and nedi cal centers.

(6) Contract with such consultants as may be deened
necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.

(7) Submt the proposed Statew de education plan for
physi ci ans to each regional advisory board for review and
coment .

(8) Develop and inplenent incentive mechani snms desi gned
to attract primary care physicians to nmedically underserved
areas. This may include but need not be Iimted to incone
guar ant ee prograns.

Section 5. Regional advisory boards.

In each region established by the council pursuant to section
4(2), there is hereby created a Regional Advisory Board to the
Pennsyl vani a Physi ci an Education Council. Each such board shal
consi st of seven persons appointed by the health systens agency
establ i shed pursuant to Public Law 93-641: Three of whom shal
be involved with the delivery of health care; and four of whom
shall not be involved with the delivery of health care and shal
be consumer representatives. Menbers of the board shall serve
for a five year termexcept those first appointed in which case;
two shall be appointed for a three year term two shall be
appointed for a four year termand three shall be appointed for
a five year term Vacancies shall be made in the nmanner of the

ori ginal appointnents for the remai nder of the unexpired term
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In those regi ons which may have nore than one health systens
agency, the conposition of the advisory board shall be deci ded
on a pro rata popul ation basis for the regions involved. Menbers
of each board shall select a chairman fromanong its nenbers and
a majority of the menbers shall constitute a quorum A majority
vote of those present shall be sufficient in the resolution of
any matter. The advisory boards shall neet at |east tw ce during
each year. Menbers shall receive no conpensation but shall be
rei nbursed for actual expenses incurred.

The function of each board shall be to act in an advisory
capacity to the council relative to the unique problens existing
in the board's region and to review and advi se the council on
the Statew de education plan for physicians to enable the
council to have the best available information in the
performance of the council's duties.

Section 6. Term nation of council.

The physician education council and its regional advisory
boards shall cease to exist five years fromthe effective date
of this act. However, council power to contract shall remain
effective for three years follow ng dissol ution.

Section 7. Appropriation.

The sum of $350, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary,

i s hereby appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a Physi ci an Educati on
Council for the purposes of this act. Every year thereafter, the
CGeneral Assenbly shall appropriate that anount of funds as it
deens necessary to carry out the purposes of this act.

Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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