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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 11006 >

I NTRODUCED BY RHODES, BERSQON, W D. HUTCH NSON AND SCI RI CA,
MAY 2, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MAY 2, 1977
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 13, 1953 (P.L.431, No.95), entitled "An
act relating to support of dependents; providing a procedure
for enforcenent thereof, including attachnent of property and
earni ngs; conferring powers and inposing duties upon courts,
district attorneys and probation officers,” requiring support
of a child born out of |awful wedlock, requiring the action
to be brought within certain time |[imts and requiring trial
by the court or by jury in a civil action.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2, act of July 13, 1953 (P.L.431, No.95),
known as "The Pennsylvania C vil Procedural Support Law, "
anended August 14, 1963 (P.L.872, No.420), is anended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.--The masculine pronoun when used in
this act shall be construed to include the female.

"Court"” as used in this act shall be construed to nmean the

[quarter sessions court] court of common pleas of any county,

the County Court of Phil adel phia and the County Court of
Al | egheny County.
"Law' includes both commobn and statute | aw

"Duty of Support™ includes any duty of support inposed or



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

i nposabl e by I aw or by any court order, decree or judgnent,
whet her interlocutory or final, whether incidental to a
proceedi ng for divorce, |egal separation, separate naintenance,
prosecution for failure to support a child born out of | aw ul

wedl ock, support of a child born out of | awful wedl ock, or

ot herw se.

"Probation Oficer" shall include any officer now or
hereafter serving in any court at the direction of the court in
t he Donestic Relations Division of this court and to whomis
assigned the enforcenment of the duty to support.

"Initiating County" means any county in which any proceedi ng
pursuant to this act is commenced.

"Respondi ng County" means any county (including the
initiating county) in which any proceedi ng pursuant to the
proceeding in the initiating county is or nay be conmenced.

"Conpl aint” shall include any petition, information,
affidavit or any other |egal docunment for the institution of
support proceedi ngs.

Section 2. Section 5 of the act is anmended by addi ng
subsections to read:

Section 5. Commencenent of Actions.--* * *

(e) Actions for support of a child born out of a | awful

wedl ock shall be commenced within the mnority of the chil d.

(f) An action comenced under this act shall be a civil

action in accordance with the Rules of Cvil Procedure. Were

the paternity of a child born out of wedl ock is disputed, the

deternination of paternity shall be by the court without a jury

unl ess either party denmands trial by jury. The trial, whether or

not a trial by jury is denanded, shall be a civil action and

there shall be no right to a crimnal trial on the i ssue of
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1 paternity. The burden of proof shall be by a preponderance of

2 the evidence.

3 Section 3. This action shall take effect in 60 days.
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