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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1073 *57°

| NTRODUCED BY O CONNELL, DeVERTER, GALLEN, G AMVARCO, ARMSTRONG,

TADDONI O, KNEPPER, GEESEY, STAIRS, PYLES, HOPKINS, MCALL
BRANDT, HARPER, REED, MEBUS, CIM N, MANM LLER, LEVI, LEHR
SHUVAN, PETRARCA, NOYE, COLE, HALVERSON, THOVAS,

J. L. WRIGHT JR, FISCHER, W D. HUTCH NSQON, ZORD, S| Rl ANNI
SALVATORE, WLT, MLLER LETTERVAN, ZI TTERVAN, KLI NGAVAN
HELFRI CK, W W FOSTER, KERN CK, ITKIN, A C FOSTER JR ,
L. EE SMTH GRI ECO AND DAVI ES, MAY 2, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, MAY 2, 1977
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 28, 1937 (P.L.1053, No.286), entitled

"An act relating to the regulation of public utilities;
defining as public utilities certain corporations, conpanies,
associ ations, and persons; providing for the regul ati on of
public utilities, including, to a limted extent,

muni ci palities engaging in public utility business, by
prescribing, defining, and limting their duties, powers, and
liabilities, and regulating the exercise, surrender or
abandonnment of their powers, privileges, and franchi ses;
defining and regul ating contract carriers by notor vehicle
and brokers in order to regulate effectively conmon carriers
by notor vehicle; conferring upon the Pennsylvania Public
Utility Comm ssion the power and duty of supervising and
regul ati ng persons, associ ations, conpanies, and
corporations, including, to a limted extent, rmunici pal
corporations subject to this act, and adm nistering the

provi sions of this act; authorizing the conm ssion to fix
tenporary rates; placing the burden of proof on public
utilities to sustain their rates and certain other matters;
authorizing a perm ssive or mandatory sliding scale nmethod of
regul ating rates; providing for the supervision of financial
and contractural relations between public utilities and
affiliated interests, and supervision and regul ati on of
accounts and securities or obligations issued, assumed, or
kept by persons, associations, conpanies, corporations or
muni ci pal corporations subject to this act; conferring upon

t he comm ssion power to vary, reform or revise certain
contracts; conferring upon the comm ssion the exclusive power
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to regulate or order the construction, alteration,

rel ocation, protection, or abolition of crossings of
facilities of public utilities, and of such facilities by or
over public highways, to appropriate property for the
construction or inprovenent of such crossings, and to award
or apportion resultant costs and damages; authorizing owners
of such property to sue the Comonweal th for such damages;
provi ding for ejectnment proceedings in connection with the
appropriation of property for crossings; conferring upon the
conmi ssi on power to control and regul ate budgets of public
utilities; inmposing upon persons, associations, conpanies,
and corporations (except nunicipal corporations) subject to
regul ation, the cost of admnistering this act; prescribing
and regul ating practice and procedure before the comm ssion
and procedure for review by the courts of comm ssion action;
giving the court of common pleas of Dauphin County excl usive
original jurisdiction over certain proceedi ngs; prescribing
penalties, fines, and inprisonnment for violations of the
provi sions of this act and regul ati ons and orders of the
commi ssion, and the procedure for enforcing such fines and
penal ties; and repealing | egislation supplied and superseded
by or inconsistent with this act,” further regulating billing
pr ocedur es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 314, act of March 28, 1937 (P.L.1053,

No. 286), known as the "Public Uility Law," added October 7,
1976 (No.215), is anmended to read:

Section 314. Billing Procedures.--All bills rendered by a
public utility described in section 2(17)(a), (b), (f) or (g) to
its service custonmers, except bills for installation charges,
shall allow at |least [fifteen days for non-residential customers

and twenty days for residential custonmers] thirty days fromthe

date of transmttal of the bill for payment w thout incurring

any |late paynent penalty charges [therefor] or _interest charges.

The interest rate charged on bills nore than thirty days overdue

shall not exceed one and one-half per centum per nonth on any

unpai d bal ance which is nore than thirty days overdue. Al

custoners shall be permtted to receive bills nonthly and shal
be notified of their right thereto. Al bills shall be item zed

to separately show anounts for basic service, Federal excise
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taxes, applicable State sales and gross receipts to the extent
practicabl e taxes, fuel adjustnment charge, if any, State tax

adj ust mrent charge, or such other simlar conponents of the total

bill as the comm ssion may order. Any electric or gas public
utility billing customers on a bi-nmonthly or quarterly basis and
rendering interimstatenments or bills each nonth shall include
in such interimstatenent or bill an amount for the fuel

adj ust mrent charge based upon one-half of the total expected bi-
nmont hly kilowatt-hour or cubic foot billing or one-third of the
total expected quarterly billing and using the fuel adjustnent
charge rate applicable in the nonth of the interimstatenent or
bill. At the time of preparing the bi-nonthly or quarterly bill,
an appropriate adjustnent shall be made in the total fuel

adj ustment charge billing for the period. Any public utility
rendering bills on a bi-nmonthly basis or quarterly basis shal
cal cul ate the fuel adjustnent charge per kilowatt-hour or cubic
foot for the entire period as the wei ghted average of the two
nmonthly rates or the three nonthly rates whichever is
appl i cabl e.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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