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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 72  >55°

Report of the Committee of Conference

To the Menbers of the House of Representatives and Senate:

We, the undersigned, Commttee of Conference on the part of
t he House of Representatives and Senate for the purpose of
consi deri ng House BI 'l No. 72, entitled:

PRO\/I DI NG F(R THE DEVEL(PI\/ENT (]: A STATEW DE EIVERGENCY
TELEPH(]\IE NUMBER ' 911' SYSTEM PLAN.'

respectfully submt the following bill as our report:

JOSEPH P. KOLTER
FRED R M LANOVI CH
A. CARVI LLE FOSTER, Jr.

(Committee on the part of the House of Representatives.)

JAMES E. ROSS
PAUL McKI NNEY
WLLIAM J. MOORE

(Committee on the part of the Senate.)
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AN ACT
Providing for the devel opnment of a Statew de energency tel ephone
nunber "911" system plan and establishing the Bureau of

Tel ecomruni cations with the duties and responsibilities for

all telecommunications with State Government.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Energency
Tel ephone Act."

Section 2. Legislative intent.

The Legi slature hereby finds and declares that it is in the
public interest to shorten the tine required for a citizen to
request and receive energency aid. There currently exi st
t housands of different enmergency phone nunbers throughout the
Commonweal th. Providing for a single, primary three-digit
enmer gency nunber through which energency services can be quickly
and efficiently obtai ned woul d provi de a significant
contribution to | aw enforcenent and other public efforts by
making it easier to notify emergency center personnel. Such a
sinplified means of procuring enmergency services will result in
the saving of life, and reduction in the destruction of
property, and qui cker apprehension of crimnals. It is the
intent of the Legislature to establish and inplenment a cohesive
St at ewi de energency tel ephone nunber "911" plan which will
provide citizens with rapid direct access to public energency
operation centers by dialing the tel ephone nunber "911," with
t he objective of reducing the response tine to situations
requiring law enforcenent, fire, medical, rescue, and other
energency services. It is the intent of the Legislature that

said plan be reviewed and enacted into | aw after proper
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consi deration by the Legislature.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Bureau" mnmeans the el enment of teleconmunications assigned by
the Governor to a statutory adm nistrative departnment. The
director shall report directly to the cabinet |evel officer or
in the tine of energency, to the Lieutenant Governor for the
duration of that energency.

"Local government" neans any political subdivision or any
conbi nati on or group thereof.

"Public agency"” neans the State, and any city, county, city
and county, nunicipal corporation, chartered organization,
public district, or public authority located in whole or in part
within this Commonweal th which provides or has authority to
provide fire fighting, |aw enforcenent, anbul ance, nedical, or
ot her energency servi ces.

"Public safety agency" neans a functional division of a
publ i ¢ agency which provides fire fighting, |aw enforcenent,
nmedi cal , or other emergency services.

Section 4. State plan.

The bureau shall devel op a Statew de energency tel ephone
nunber "911" system plan, which shall be subnmitted to the
Legislature within 18 nonths of the effective date of this act
for proposed enactnent. The plan shall provide for:

(1) The public agency energency tel ephone comruni cations
requi renents for each entity of |ocal governnent in the

St at e.

(2) A systemto neet specific |ocal governnent
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requi renents. Such system shall include | aw enforcenent, fire

fighting, and energency nedi cal services, and may incl ude

ot her enmergency services such as poison control, suicide

prevention, and civil defense services.

(3) Identification of existing "911" systens in
operation. Additionally, reconmendations for coordinating
exi sting "911" systens and new systens necessitated by the
St at ewi de plan shall be part of the plan.

(4) The identification of the nutual aid agreenents
necessary to obtain an effective "911" system

(5) A cost analysis which shall identify the costs
necessary to establish and operate a Statew de "911" system
both at the State and | ocal governnent |evels.

(6) Reconmendations as to how said costs shall be paid
and from whi ch sources of revenue. Additionally, the plan
shall identify and delineate all existing Federal, State,
| ocal, and private funding sources avail abl e.

(7) A proposed schedule for full inplenmentation of the
St at ewi de ener gency tel ephone nunber "911" system plan. The
schedul e shall be designated to permt orderly inplenentation
and accommodat e | ocal vari ances.

Section 5. Bureau functions and responsibilities.

The statutory adm nistrative departnent designated by the
Governor to carry out the purposes of this act shall publish, in
accordance with the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.?240),
known as the "Commonweal th Docunents Law,"” the plan and proposed
i npl enentation schedules relating to public agencies for
i npl enenti ng and adm nistering the plan for public conment and
review. The bureau shall have a director and technical staff who

are tel ecommuni cation professionals certified and enpl oyed
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through the Cvil Service Comm ssion with the responsibility of
carrying out the provisions of this act. The director shal
coordi nate the plan devel opnent and i npl enentati on of the system
with State, county, local, and private agencies. For the

pur poses of this act, the director is authorized to enpl oy

prof essional and clerical persons in such staff capacities as
required for admnistrative or project teamoperations and to
hire professional consultants pursuant to the limtations
prescribed in the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known
as "The Adm nistrative Code of 1929". The director shall also
coordinate with the Pennsylvania Public Uility Comm ssion and
wi th the Pennsyl vania tel ephone utility or utilities involved
for a tinely inplenmentation of "911". Nothing contained in this
act shall be construed, or is intended to be construed, to limt
the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Conm ssion
over the Pennsylvania tel ephone utility involved or in such
utility's participation in said inplementation of "911".

Section 6. Fundi ng.

The funds necessary to support the functions, duties and
responsibilities of all telecomunications services and support
activities of the Coomonwealth for the fiscal year 1977-1978
shall be transferred fromthe appropriate budgets to the
statutory departnment designated by the Governor. Future years
fundi ng shall be provided by the agencies under the Governor's
jurisdiction, equipnment and/or support.

Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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