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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ection;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” providing for electronic voting systens.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known
as the "Pennsyl vania El ection Code,"” is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTICLE XI-A

Conmputer El ectronic Voti ng Systens

Section 1101-A. Definitions.--As used in this article:

"Automati c tabul ati ng equi pnent"” neans any appar atus whi ch

autonmati cally exanm nes and conputes votes regi stered on paper

ballots, ballot cards or district totals cards or votes
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regi stered el ectronically and which tabul ates such votes.

"Bal |l ot" neans ball ot cards or paper ball ots upon which a

voter reqgisters or records his vote or the apparatus by which

the voter reqgisters his vote electronically and shall incl ude

any bal |l ot envel ope, paper or other nmaterial on which a vote is

recorded for persons whose nanes do not appear on the ball ot

| abel s.

"Bal |l ot card" nmeans a card which is conpatible with autonnatic

t abul ati ng equi pnent and on whi ch votes may be reqi stered.

"Bal |l ot | abel" neans the cards, papers, booklets, pages or

other materials which contain the nanes of offices and

candi dates and the statenents of questions to be voted on and

whi ch are used in conjunction with the voting devi ce.

"Counting center" neans one or nore |ocations sel ected by the

county board of elections for the autonatic tabul ati on of votes.

"Cust odi an" shall nean the person charged with the duty of

testing and preparing voting devi ces and automati c tabul ati ng

equi pnent for elections and instructing election officials in

the use of such voting devices and equi pnent.

"District totals cards" neans a card which is conpatible with

autonati c tabul ati ng equi pnent and nay be used in any voting

system whi ch provides for the initial conputati on and tabul ati on

of votes at the district level to record the total nunber of

votes cast for each candi date whose nane appears on the ball ot,

the total nunber of wite-in votes properly cast for each office

on the ballot and the total nunmber of votes cast for or agai nst

any question appearing on the ball ot.

"El ecti on" and "el ecti ons" shall nean all general, nunicipal,

pri mary and speci al el ections.

"El ectronic voting systent neans a systemin which one or
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nore voting devices are used to pernmt the reqgistering or

recording of votes and in which such votes are conputed and

t abul ated by autonmti c tabul ati ng equi pnent.

“"Muni ci pality" nmeans a city, borough, incorporated town and

"Oficial ballot" neans the list of offices and candi dates

and the statenment of questions reflected on the voti ng devi ce.

"Paper ballot" neans a printed paper ball ot which conforns in

| ayout and format to the voting device in use.

"Public counter" shall nmean a counter or other el enent which

shall at all tines publicly indicate how many ball ots have been

cast during the course of the el ection.

"Questi on" shall nean the statenment of a constituti onal

anendnent or other proposition which is submtted to a popul ar

vote at any el ection.

"Voti ng booth" shall nean the encl osure occupi ed by the voter

when voti ng.

"Voti ng device" neans either an apparatus i n whi ch paper

ballots or ballot cards are used in connection with an i npl enent

by which a voter registers his votes with i nk or other substance

or by punchi ng, or an apparatus by which such votes are

regi stered electronically, so that in either case the votes so

regi stered may be conputed and tabul ated by neans of autonntic

t abul ati ng equi pnent.

Section 1102-A. Authorization of Electronic Voting Systens

for Use at Polling Places.--Any county or nmunicipality may, by a

majority vote of its qualified regi stered el ectors voti ng

t hereon cast at any primary or el ection, authorize and direct

the use of an electronic voting systemfor regi stering or

recordi ng and conputing the vote at all el ections and prinaries

19770H0069B0079 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

held at polling places in such county or nunicipality.

Section 1103-A. Pl aci ng the Question on the Ballot; Election

Thereon.--(a) The county el ecti on board nmay, upon their own

notion, submt to the qualified regi stered el ectors of the

county or nunicipality, at any prinmary or election, the question

"Shall an el ectronic voting system be used at polling places in

the (county or nmunicipality) of ......... .. ......... "

(b)Y The county el ecti on board, upon recei pt of a request

fromthe governing body of a nunicipality, said request being

evidenced by the filing of a copy of a resolution certified by

the secretary or clerk of the nmunicipality, or upon the filing

of a petition with them signed by qualified regi stered el ectors

of the county or nmunicipality, equal in nunber to at | east one

(1) per centumof the total nunber of electors who voted in said

county or nunicipality, at the precedi ng general or nunici pal

el ection, but in no case less than fifty, shall, at the next

primary or election, occurring at | east sixty days thereafter,

submt to the qualified regi stered el ectors of such county or

muni ci pality, the question "Shall an el ectronic voting system be

used at polling places in the (county or nunicipality) of

(c) The county board shall cause the said guestion to be

submtted at the primary or el ection, in accordance with the

provisions of this act relating to el ecti ons.

(d) The election on said question shall be held at the

pl aces, during the hours, and under the requl ati ons, provi ded by

| aw for holding primaries and el ecti ons, and shall be conducted

by the el ection officers provided by | aw to conduct such

el ections. The election officers shall count the votes cast at

the el ecti ons on said question, and shall make return thereof to
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the county el ection board of the county, as required by | aw.

Said returns shall be conputed by the county el ecti on board, or

other return board, and, when so conputed, a certificate of the

total nunmber of electors voting "Yes" and of the total nunber of

el ectors voting "No" on such question shall be filed in the

office of the county el ecti on board, and copi es thereof,

certified by the county el ection board, shall forthwith be

furni shed to the Secretary of the Commponwealth, and to the

county conmi ssioners or other appropriating authority of the

county or nunicipality.

(e) If ampjority of the electors of any county or

muni ci pality, voting on such question, shall vote agai nst the

adopti on of an el ectronic voting systemthe question shall not

again be submtted to the voters of such county or nunicipality

within a period of one hundred three weeks.

(f) Whenever, under the provisions of this act, the question

of the adoption of an el ectronic voting systemis to be

submtted to the el ectors of any county, the county board of

el ecti ons shall purchase, | ease or otherw se procure those parts

of the systemused by the voter in a quantity sufficient for

reasonabl e denpnstrati on of the system or systens in such county

prior to the general or nunicipal election in guestion.

Secti on 1104-A. Install ati on of El ectronic Voti ng Systens. - -

(a) If a mpjority of the qualified reqgistered el ectors voting

on the question in any county or nunicipality vote in favor of

t he adoption of an el ectronic voting system the county board of

el ections of that county shall purchase, | ease, or otherw se

procure for each election district of such county or

muni ci pality, the conponents of an el ectronic voting systemof a

ki nd approved, as herei nafter provided, by the Secretary of the
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Commpbnweal th, and the board shall thereafter notify the

Secretary of the Commpnwealth, in witing, that they have done

SO.

(b)Y The installation throughout the county or nunicipality

of the electronic voting system adopted by the county board of

el ecti ons may be acconpli shed either sinultaneously in al

election districts or in stages at the discretion of the county

board, and the manner of inplenentati on as anpbng el ecti on

districts shall also be at the discretion of the county board;

Provi ded, however, That the el ectronic voti ng system adopted by

the county board shall be fully inpl enented throughout the

county or nunicipality within one hundred and three weeks after

t he approval of the adoption of an el ectronic voting system by

the electors of the county or nmunicipality. Upon the

installation of an electronic voting systemin any el ection

district, the use therein of paper ballots and of voting

machi nes shall be di sconti nued, except as ot herw se provi ded

(c) |If the question herei nbefore provided shall have been

submtted to the qualified reqgi stered el ectors of the county or

muni ci pality and the majority of the electors voting thereon

shall have voted favorably thereon, and if the county board of

el ections shall not, within one year after such vote, have

executed a contract or contracts providing for the purchase,

| ease or other procurenent of an el ectronic voting systemfor

use at the general, nunicipal, primary or special election

occurring at | east one year and sixty days after such vote, then

the Secretary of the Commpnwealth shall forthwith in witing

notify the said county board of elections that, after the

expiration of thirty days, he, under the authority of this act,
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will award, nmke and execute such contract or contracts on

behal f of the said county, unless the said county board of

el ecti ons shall nake and execute the sane prior to the

expiration of that period and shall notify him in witing, that

t hey have done so.

(d) If, upon the expiration of said thirty days, the county

board of elections still shall not have nade and executed a

contract or contracts providing for the purchase, | ease or other

procurenent of an el ectronic voting system as aforesaid, the

Secretary of the Commpnweal th, on behalf of the said county and

upon the approval of the Attorney CGeneral as to form shal

t her eupon award, nmake and execute a contract or contracts for

t he purchase, | ease or other procurenent of an el ectronic voting

system approved as required by this act, for each el ection

district within such county or nunicipality, and the cost of

such system including the preparati on and printi ng of

specifications and all other necessary expenses inci dental

thereto, shall be the debt of the said county, and upon the

certificate of the Secretary of the Commpnwealth, it shall be

the duty of the controller, if any, to allow and of the

treasurer of the county to pay, the sum out of any appropriation

avai |l abl e therefore or out of the first unappropri ated npneys

that cone into the treasury of the county. |If the Secretary of

the Commonwealth shall find it inpracticable to procure an

el ectronic voting systemfor installation in each el ection

district of the county or nunicipality for use at the el ection

t hen next ensuing, he shall provide for the installati on of such

a systemin as many el ection districts of the county or

muni ci pality as shall be practicable and, as soon thereafter as

practi cabl e, shall provide for the installati on of such system
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in the remni nder of the election districts of the county or

muni ci pality.

(e) Any county or municipality may, by a npjority vote of

its qualified regi stered el ectors cast at any general or

muni ci pal el ection held not earlier than one hundred and three

weeks after they have voted to adopt an el ectroni c voting

system direct the di sconti nuance of the use of such a system at

all elections held in such county or nunicipality. Upon the

recei pt by the county board of el ections of a petition signed by

qualified regi stered el ectors of the county or municipality

equal in nunber to at | east twenty-five (25) per centum of the

total nunmber of electors who voted in said county or

muni ci pality at the | ast precedi ng gubernatorial el ection, the

question for the di sconti nuance of the use of such an el ectronic

voting system shall be submtted to the qualified registered

el ectors of that county or nunicipality, subject to the sane

requi renents as to the conduct of the election as is required

for the subm ssion of the questi on on the authorizati on of the

use of an electronic voting system The question as to the

di sconti nuance of the use of an el ectronic voting system shal

be subnmitted in the following form "Shall the use of an

el ectronic voting system be continued in the (county or

muni cipality) of ........... "

Secti on 1105-A. Exam nati on and Approval of El ectronic

Voting Systens by the Secretary of the Commonweal th.--(a) Any

person or corporati on owni ng, nmanufacturing or selling, or being

interested in the manufacture or sale of, any el ectronic voting

system may request the Secretary of the Commobnweal th to exam ne

such system Any ten or nore persons, being qualified reqgistered

electors of this Commpbnweal th, may, at any tine, request the
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Secretary of the Commpbnweal th to reexani ne any el ectroni c voting

system t heret of ore exam ned and approved by him Before any such

exan nati on or reexani nation, the person, persons, or

corporation, requesting such exam nati on or reexamn nati on, shal

pay to the Treasurer of the Commpbnweal th an exani nati on fee of

four hundred fifty dollars ($450). The Secretary of the

Commpbnweal th may, at any tine, in his discretion, reexani ne any

such systemtherefore exam ned and approved by him

(b)Y Upon receipt of a request for exam nati on or

reexam nati on of an el ectronic voting system as herein provi ded

for or in the event he determ nes to reexam ne any such system

the Secretary of the Commonweal th shall require such el ectronic

voting systemto be exam ned or reexanm ned by three exani ners

whom he shall appoint for that purpose, of whom one shall be an

expert in patent |law and the other two shall be experts in

el ectroni c conputer systens, automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent or

such other fields as in the judgnent of the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th shall be reasonably related to the operati on of the

el ectronic voting system under exam nati on, and he shall require

of thema witten report on such system attested by their

signatures; and the Secretary of the Commopnweal th hi nsel f shal

exani ne the electronic voting system and shall make and file in

his office, together with the reports of the exam ners appoi nt ed

by him his own report, attested by his signature and the seal

of his office, stating whether, in his opinion and in

consi deration of the reports of the exani ners aforesaid, the

system so exani ned can be safely used by voters at el ections as

provided in this act and neets all of the requirenents

herei nafter set forth. If his report states that the system can

be so used and neets all such requirenents, such system shall be

19770H0069B0079 - 9 -
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deened approved and nay be adopted for use at el ections, as

herein provided. Wth respect to any el ectronic voting system

approved for use in this Commonwealth by the secretary, the

report of the secretary shall specify the capacity of the

conponents of that system the nunber of voters who nay

reasonably be accommobdat ed by the voti ng devi ces and autonntic

t abul ati ng equi pnent which conpri se such system and the nunber

of additional clerks, if any, that nay be required based on the

nunber of registered electors in any election district in which

the voting systemis to be used, such specificati ons bei ng based

upon the reports of the exanminers and the secretary's own

exani nation of the system Any county which thereafter nmay adopt

any such approved system shall provide the conponents of such

systemin a nunber no |l ess than that sufficient to acconmpdate

the voters of that county or nunicipality in accordance with the

m ni num capacity standards so prescri bed by the secretary.

(c) No electronic voting system not so approved shall be

used at any election, and if, upon the reexanm nati on of any such

system previously approved, it shall appear that the system so

reexanm ned can no | onger be used safely by voters at el ections

as provided in this act or does not neet the requirenents

herei nafter set forth, the approval of that system shal

forthwith be revoked by the Secretary of the Commpbnweal th, and

that system shall not thereafter be used or purchased for use in

this Conmonweal t h.

(d) When an electronic voting system has been so approved,

no i nprovenent or change that does not inpair it accuracy,

efficiency or capacity or its conpliance with the requirenents

herei nafter set forth, shall render necessary the reexam nati on

or reapproval of such system
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(e) Neither the Secretary of the Cormonweal th, nor any

exan ner appointed by himfor the purposes prescribed by this

section, nor any nenber of a county board of el ections shall

have any pecuniary interest in any electronic voting system or

in any of the conponents thereof, or in the design, manufacture

or sal e thereof.

(f) Each exam ner appoi nted hereunder shall receive a

conpensati on of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150) for each

type of electronic voting system exan ned by him

Section 1106-A. Experi mental Use of El ectronic Voting

Systens. --The county board of el ections of any county nay

provi de for experinmental use at any prinmary or election in one

or nore election districts of said county, of an el ectronic

voting system and the use of such system shall be as valid for

all purposes as if the electronic voting system had been adopt ed

in accordance with the provisions of this act.

Section 1107-A. Requi renents of El ectronic Voti ng Systens. - -

No el ectronic voting system shall, upon any exani nati on or

reexam nati on, be approved by the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,

or by any exam ner appointed by him unless it shall be

establ i shed that such system at the tine of such exani nati on or

reexani nati on

(1) Provides for voting in absolute secrecy and prevents any

person from seei ng or knowi ng for whom any voter, except one who

has received or is receiving assi stance as prescri bed by | aw,

has voted or is voting.

(2) Provides facilities for voting for such candi dates as

may be noni nated and upon such questions as nay be subm tted.

(3) Pernits each voter, at other than prinary el ections, to

vote a straight political party ticket by one mark or act and,
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by one nark or act, to vote for all the candi dates of one

political party for presidential electors and, by one mark or

act, to vote for all the candi dates of one political party for

every office to be voted for, and every such mark or act shal

be equivalent to and shall be counted as a vote for every

candi date of the political party so nmarked including its

candi dates for presidential electors, except with respect to

those offices as to which the voter has regi stered a vote for

i ndi vi dual candi dates of the sane or another political party or

political body, in which case the automati c tabul ati ng equi pnent

shall credit the vote for that office only for the candi date

i ndividually so sel ected, notw thstandi ng the fact that the

voter may not have individually voted for the full nunber of

candi dates for that office for which he was entitled to vote.

(4) Pernits each voter, at other than prinary el ections, to

vote a ticket selected fromthe nonm nees of any and al

political parties, fromthe nonm nees of any and all political

bodi es, and from any persons whose nanes are not in nom nation

and do not appear upon the official ball ot.

(5) Pernits each voter to vote for any person and any office

for whom and for which he is lawfully entitled to vote, whether

or not the name of such person appears upon the ballot as a

candi date for noninati on or el ection.

(6) Pernmts each voter to vote for as nany persons for any

office as he is entitled to vote for and to vote for or agai nst

any question upon which he is entitled to vote and precl udes

each voter fromvoting or fromhaving his vote tabul ated for any

candi date, or upon any question, for whom or upon which he is

not entitled to vote.

(7) If it is of a type that reqgisters the vote
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electronically, the voting system shall preclude each voter from

voting for nore persons for any office than he is entitled to

vote for or upon any questi on nore than once.

(8) Precludes each voter fromvoting or fromhaving his vote

t abul ated nmore than once for any candi date for the sane office

or upon any question, except in districts and for offices where

cunul ative voting is authorized by | aw

(9) Pernits each voter at a primary el ection to vote only

for the candi dates seeki ng nom nation by a political party in

whi ch such voter is regi stered and enroll ed, and for any

candi date for nonparti san nom nati on, and for any questi on upon

which he is entitled to vote.

(10) If it is of a type that reqgisters the vote

electronically, the voting systemshall pernmt each voter to

change his vote for any candi date or upon any questi on appeari ng

on the official ballot up to the tine that he takes the final

step to register his vote and to have his vote conputed. If it

is of a type that uses paper ballots or ballot cards to reqi ster

the vote and autonmti c tabul ati ng equi pnent to conpute such

votes, the systemshall provide that a voter who spoils his

ball ot nay obtain another ballot; any ball ot thus returned shal

be i medi ately cancell ed and at the close of the polls shall be

encl osed in an envel ope nmarked "spoil ed" which shall be seal ed

and returned to the county board.

(11) |Is suitably designed for the purpose used, is

constructed in a neat and workmanl i ke nmanner of durable nateri al

of good quality, is safely and efficiently useable in the

conduct of elections and, with respect to the counti ng of

ball ots cast at each district, is suitably desi gned and equi pped

to be capabl e of absol ute accuracy, which accuracy shall be
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denonstrated to the Secretary of the Conmpbnweal t h.

(12) Provides acceptable ballot security procedures and

i mpoundnent of ballots to prevent tanpering with or substitution

of any ballots or ball ot cards.

(13) When properly operated, records correctly and conputes

and tabul ates accurately every valid vote registered.

(14) |s safely transportabl e.

(15) |Is so constructed that a voter may readily |learn the

met hod of operating it.

(16) |If the voting systemis of a type which provides for

the conputati on and tabul ati on of votes at the district |evel,

the district conponent of the autonmatic tabul ati ng equi pnent

shall include the foll owi ng nechani sns or capabilities:

(i) A public counter, the reqgister of which is visible from

the outside of the automatic tabul ati ng equi pnment conponent into

which the ballots are entered, which shall show duri ng any

peri od of operation the total nunber of ballots entered for

conput ati on and tabul ati on.

(ii) A lock, or locks, by the use of which all operation of

the tabul ati on el enent of the autonmtic tabul ati ng equi pnent i s

absol utely prevented i nmedi ately after the polls are cl osed or

where the tabul ati on of votes is conpl et ed.

(iii) It shall be so constructed and controlled that, during

the progress of voting, it shall preclude every person from

seei ng or knowi ng the nunber of votes theretofore reqi stered for

any candi date or question; and it shall preclude every person

fromtanpering with the tabul ati ng el enent.

(iv) |If the nunber of choices recorded for any office or on

any question exceeds the nunber for which the voter is entitled

to vote, it shall reject all choices recorded on the ballot for
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that office or question, provided, that if used during the

period of voting it may al so have the capacity to indicate to a

voter that he has inproperly voted for nore candi dates for any

office than he is entitled to vote for, and in such case it

shall have the capacity to pernit the voter to nmark a new ball ot

or to forego his opportunity to nake such correction.

(v) It shall be equi pped with an el enent whi ch generates a

printed record at the beginning of its operation which verifies

that the tabul ating el enents for each candi date positi on and

each question and the public counter are all set to zero and

with an el enent which generates a printed record at the finish

of its operation of the total nunber of voters whose ballots

have been tabul ated, the total nunmber of votes cast for each

candi dat e whose nane appears on the ballot, and the total nunber

of votes cast for, or against, any questi on appeari ng on the

bal | ot.

(vi) |If used during voting hours, it shall be so desi gned

that only those ball ots which have wite-in choices shall be

subject to handling after the voter has cast his ballot; al

such ballots shall be handled only at the close of the polls and

only by the officers of the district el ection board who shal

visually verify and tabul ate the wite-in votes cast. Al

ball ots containing no wite-in votes shall be subject to further

handl i nq, after having been cast, only by order of any court of

conpetent jurisdiction, or judge thereof, in connection with a

recount ordered in accordance with the provisions of this act,

or by direction of any |l eqgislative conmittee to i nvesti gate and

report upon contested prinaries or elections affected by the use

of such machi nes, and such data and such figures shall be

exam ned by such commttee in the presence of the officer having
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cust ody of such ball ots.

(17) |If the voting systemis of a type which provides for

the conputati on and tabul ation of all votes at a central

counting center or if it provides for the tabul ati on of district

totals at such a central counting center, the central autonatic

t abul ati ng equi pnent shall include the foll owi ng nechani sns or

capabilities:

(i) It shall be constructed so that every person is

precluded fromtanpering with the tabul ati ng el enent during the

course of its operation.

(ii) |If the nunber of choices for any office or on any

questi on exceeds the nunber for which the voter is entitled to

vote, it shall reject all choices recorded on the ball ot for

that office or question.

(iii) It shall have a neans by which to verify that the

tabul ati ng el enents for each candi date position and for each

question are all set to zero and shall be able to generate a

printed record of each election district showing the total

nunber of voters whose ball ots have been tabul ated, the total

nunber of votes cast for each candi date whose nane appears on

the ballot, and the total nunmber of votes cast for, or against,

any question appearing on the ballot. It shall also be capabl e

of generating cunul ati ve el ecti on reports.

Section 1108-A. Paynent for Machi nes. --The county

conmmi ssi oners or such other authority as | evies the taxes for

county purposes of any county whi ch adopts an el ectroni ¢ voting

system shall, upon the purchase, | ease or other procurenent

t hereof, provide for paynent therefor by the county: Provided,

however, That bonds or other evi dences of indebtedness nmay be

i ssued in accordance with the provisions of the act of July 12,
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1972 (P.L.781, No.185) known as the "Local Governnent Unit Debt

Act," to neet all or any appropriate part of the cost of any

such system

Section 1109-A. Fornms.--(a) (1) Ballot |abels used in

conjunction with ballot cards shall, as far as practi cabl e, be

in the sane order or arrangenent as provided for paper ballots

or voting nachi ne ballots, except that such i nformati on may be

printed in vertical columms or in a nunber of separate pages

whi ch are placed on the voti ng devi ce.

(2) The pages placed on the voting device shall be of

sufficient nunber to include, following the listing of

parti cul ar candi dates, the nanes of candi dates for any

nonparti san offi ces and any neasures for which a voter nay be

qualified to vote on a given el ection day, provided further that

for nmunicipal, general or special elections, the first ball ot

page shall list in the order that such political parties are

entitled to priority on the ballot, the nanes of such political

parties with designating arrows so as to indicate the voting

sguare or position on the ballot card where the voter may insert

by one mark or punch the straight party ticket of his choice.

(3) In aprimry election the pages pl aced on the voting

device may be arranged with the entire ball ot | abel consisting

of several groups of pages, so that a separate group can be used

to list the nanes of candi dates seeki ng nom nati on of each

qualified political party, with additi onal groups used to |i st

any nonparti san offices or neasures. G oups of pages nay be

identified by color or other suitable neans, and voters shall be

instructed to vote only for candidates of the party of their

choi ce and thereafter to vote for any nonparti san candi dates or

neasur es.
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(b) Ballot |abels shall be printed in plain clear type in

bl ack i nk, of such size and arrangenent as to fit the

construction of the voting device; and they shall be printed on

clear white material or on material of different colors to

identify different ballots or parts of the ballot and in prinary

elections to identify each political party.

(c) On all ballot |abels the titles of offices and the nanes

of candidates shall in all elections be arranged in colunns or

rows in a series of separate pages and, in prinmary el ecti ons,

t he nanes of candi dates for an office shall appear in the order

t hat was establi shed under the provisions of sections 915 and

916. The office titles shall be printed above or at the si de of

the nanes of candidates so as to indicate clearly the candi dates

for each office and the nunmber to be elected. I n partisan

el ections the party desi gnati on of each candi date shall be

printed to the ri ght or bel ow the candi date's nane. Al

candi dates for one office shall be grouped on one page where

practical; in case there are nore candi dates for an office than

can be printed in one colum or on one ball ot page, the ball ot

| abel shall clearly indicate that the |list of candidates is

continued on the follow ng colum or page, and so far as

possi bl e, the sanme nunber of nanes shall be printed on each

colunm or page. Arrows may be used to indicate the place to vote

for each candi date and for or agai nst every questi on presented.

(d) |In partisan elections the ballot cards shall include a

voting square or position whereby the voter nay by one punch

record a straight party ticket vote for all the candi dates of

one party or may vote a split ticket for the candi dates of his

choi ce.

(e) In primary el ections, the Secretary of the Commonweal th
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shall choose a color for each party eligible to have candi dat es

on the ballot and a separate col or for i ndependent voters. The

bal |l ot cards or paper ball ots and ball ot pages shall be printed

on card or paper stock of the color of the party of the voter

and the appropriate party affiliati on or i ndependent status

shall be printed on the ballot card or at the top of the paper

ball ot and on the ball ot pages.

(f) Ballot cards, or the portion thereof on which the voter

regi sters his vote, shall be of a size, design and stock

suitable for processing by the automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent

used in the voting system Each ballot card shall have an

attached serially nunbered perforated stub, which shall be

renoved by an el ection officer before the ballot card is

deposited in the district automati c tabul ati ng equi pnent or in a

secure ball ot box. The nane of the county, and a facsinile of

the signature of the nenbers of the county board shall be

printed on the ball ot card stub

(g) Sanple ballots, which shall be facsinile copies of the

official ballot or ballot |abels, shall be provi ded and posted

in each polling place on election day as required by | aw. Sanpl e

ball ots nay be printed on a single page or on a nunber of pages

st apl ed toget her.

Section 1110-A. Supplies; Preparation of the Voting System

and of Polling Places.--(a) Prior to any election in which an

el ectronic voting systemis to be used, the county board of

el ections shall furnish to each election district, at the

expense of the county, the el ements of such voting system

i ncl udi ng voting devices, autonmatic tabul ati ng equi pnment, ball ot

boxes, ballot | abels, ballots, ballot envel opes, fornms of

certificates, returns and other records and supplies, as are
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necessary for the proper operation of the voting systemat the

el ection district level or as are required under the provisi ons

of this act, all of which shall be in the form and according to

the specifications prescribed fromtine to tine by the Secretary

of the Commpnweal t h.

(b) Unless the voting device itself enables the voter to

regi ster his vote in secret, the county board of el ections shal

provi de voti ng booths for each election district, which shall be

of a size and desi gn which shall enable the voter to reqi ster

his vote in secret. The county board shall determ ne the nunber

of voting devices and voting booths to be provided i n each such

district in order to satisfy the m ni num capacity standards

prescri bed by the Secretary of the Commonweal t h.

(c) The county board of el ections shall appoint a custodi an

of the electronic voting system and such deputy custodi ans as

may be necessary, and it shall be the duty of such custodi ans to

prepare the voting systemand all of its conponents for use in

any el ection in which such systemis enpl oyed. Each custodi an

and deputy custodi an shall receive fromthe county, for each day

he is actually enpl oyed under the provisions of this act, such

conpensation as shall be fixed by the county board of el ections.

Such custodi an shall, under the direction of the county board of

el ecti ons, have charge of and represent the county el ection

board during the preparation of the electronic voting system as

required by this act, and he and the deputy custodi ans, whose

duty it shall be to assist himin the di scharge of his duties,

shall serve at the pl easure of the county board of el ections.

Each custodi an shall take the constituti onal oath of office,

whi ch shall be filed with the county board of el ections.

(d) On or before the fortieth day precedi ng any el ecti on,
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the county board of elections shall mail to the chairman of the

county committee of each political party which shall be entitl ed

under existing laws to participate in prinmary el ections within

the county, and to the chairman or presiding officer of any

organi zation of citizens within the county which has as its

pur pose or anpbng its purposes the investigati on or prosecution

of election frauds and which has reqgistered its nane and address

and the nanes of its principal officers with the county board of

elections at least fifty days before the election, a witten

notice stating the ti nes when and the pl ace or pl aces where

preparati on of the systemand its conponents for use in the

several election districts in the county or nunicipality will be

started. One representative of each such political party,

certified by the respective chai rman of the county conmmi ttee of

such party, and one representati ve of each such organi zati on of

citizens, certified by the respective chairman or presiding

officer of such organi zation shall be entitled to be present

during the preparation of the voting systemand its conponents

and to see that they are properly prepared and are i n proper

condi ti on and order for use: Provided, however, That such

representatives shall not interfere with the preparati on of the

system and its conponents, and the county board nmay nmke

reasonabl e rul es and requl ati ons governi ngq the conduct of such

representatives.

(e) Prior to the delivery of any autonmati c tabul ati ng

equi pnent to any el ection district the county board of el ecti ons

shal|l exam ne or cause to have exani ned such equi pnent and shal

make a certificate stating:

(1) the identifying nunber and el ecti on district designation

of the equi pnent;
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(2) that the equipnment is suitable for use in the particul ar

el ection district desi gnated;

(3) that the equi pmrent has been tested to ascertain that it

will accurately conpute the votes cast for all offices and al

(4) that the offices and gqguestions on the official ball ot

correspond in all respects with the ball ot | abels assigned to

such particular election district;

(5) that the el enent which generates a printed record that

the public counter and the tabul ati ng el enent for each candi date

positi on and each question are all set at zero and which

generates a printed record of the results of the election is

functioning correctly; and

(6) the nunber on the seal with which the equi pnent is

(f) At |east one hour before the tine set for the openi ng of

the polls at each el ection, the county board of el ections shal

deliver to each election district any district conponents of the

el ectronic voting system and any suppli es necessary to prepare

the automati c tabul ati ng equi pnent for operation in the

district, and they shall position such automatic tabul ati ng

equi pnent for proper use in voting. Any tabul ati ng equi pnent so

pl aced shall remain | ocked and sealed until its exam nati on and

preparati on i medi ately preceding its use as prescribed by this

act.

(g) The nenbers of the district el ection board shall arrive

at the polling place at | east one-half hour before the opening

of the polls. Prior to the commencenent of the el ection, the

district election board shall inspect the district conponents of

the el ectronic voting systemto see that they are i n proper
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wor ki ng order, and they shall check all ballots, supplies,

records and forns and shall post the sanple ballots, the cards

of instruction and the notices of penalties. If the voting

system provides for the initial conputation and tabul ati on of

votes at the district | evel during voting hours, the district

el ecti on board shall al so break the seal on the autonatic

t abul ati ng equi pnent and i nsure that the equi pnment is properly

prepared for the particular election district designated, and

the district board shall then deternine that the tabul ating

el enent for each candi date position and for each questi on and

the public counter are all set to zero. |If the system provides

for tabul ation of ballots after the polls are cl osed, such test

shall be conducted i nmediately prior to its actual use. |If any

such el enent or counter is not set to zero, the district

el ection board shall inmmediately notify the county board of

el ecti ons which shall forthwith cause one of its representatives

to ascertain and correct any error. Thereupon, a zero print-out

sheet or an appropriate certificate by the district el ection

board reflecting its exam nati on shall be posted on the wall of

the polling place by the district el ection board and such sheet

or certificate shall remnin posted until the polls are cl osed.

At the close of the polls, the district election board shal

deliver such sheet or certificate together with the el ection

returns to the county board of el ections.

Section 1111-A. Instruction of Voters.--(a) During the

thirty days next preceding an el ection at which any el ectronic

voting systemis to be used, the county board of el ections shal

pl ace on public exhibition, in such public places and i n such

quantity and at such tines as it shall deem npst suitable for

the instruction and i nformati on of the voters of the county,
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t hose conponents of the electronic voting system whi ch are used

by the voter, containing so far as may be practicabl e, ball ot

| abel s showi ng the offices and questi ons to be voted upon, the

nanmes and arrangenent of the parties and the nanes and

arrangenent of the candi dates to be voted for. Such conponents

shall be under the charge and care of a person conpetent as

custodi an and instructor. No voting system conponent which i s

assigned for use in an election shall be used for such public

exhi bition and instruction after havi ngq been prepared and seal ed

for the el ection.

(b) At the polling place on the day of the el ecti on, each

voter who desires shall be instructed, by neans of appropriate

di agrans and a nodel, in the operation of the voting device

before he enters the voting booth. If any voter shall ask for

further instructions concerning the nmanner of voting after

entering the voting booth, any el ection officer may gi ve him

audi bl e i nstructi ons wi thout enteri ng such booth, but no such

el ection officer shall when giving such instructions in any

manner reqguest, suggest or seek to persuade or induce any such

voter to vote any particular ticket or for any particul ar

candi date or other person or for or against any particul ar

Section 1112-A. El ecti on Day Procedures and the Process of

Voting.--(a) |In an election district which uses an el ectronic

voting systemin which votes are reqgi stered electronically, the

foll owi ng procedures will be applicable for the conduct of the

el ection at the election district:

(1) At primary el ections, the election officer in charqge

shal |l adjust the voting system before the voter records any vote

so that the voter will only be able to register a vote for

19770H0069B0079 - 24 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

candi dates on the ballot of the party in which he is reqi stered

and enrolled or for persons whose nanes are not on the official

ball ot, for candi dates for nonparti san noni nations, if any, and

for any questi ons upon which he is entitled to vote.

(2) At primary el ections, the voter shall vote for each

candi date individually by operating the key, handl e, pointer,

knob or button, upon or adjacent to which the nanme of such

candidate is placed. At all other elections, he may vote for

each candidate individually by operating the key, handl e,

poi nter, knob or button, upon or adjacent to which the nanes of

candi dates of his choice are placed, or he may vote a strai ght

political party ticket in one operati on by operating the

straight political party nmechanismof the political party or

political body of his choice. He may al so, after havi ng operated

the strai ght party nechani sm and before recording his vote,

cancel the vote for any candi date of such political party or

political body by deactivating the individual key, handl e,

poi nter, knob or button of such candi date, and may thereupon

vote for a candi date of another party, or political body for the

sane office by operating the key, handl e, pointer, knob or

button upon or adjacent to which the nane of such candi date

appears. In the case of a question subnitted to the vote of the

el ectors, the elector shall operate the key, handl e, pointer,

knob or button corresponding to the answer which he desires to

give.

(3) A voter may, at any prinmary or other el ection, vote for

any person for any office for which his nane does not appear

upon the ballot | abel as a candidate, by narking the wite-in

position for the office in question and by witing the

identification of the office and the nane of such person in or
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upon the appropriate receptacle or device provided in or on the

voting device for that purpose, and in no other manner. \Were

two or nore persons are to be elected to the sane office, and

the nane of each candidate is placed upon or adjacent to a

separate key, handle, pointer, knob or button, and the voting

device requires that all wite-in votes voted for that office be

witten in or upon a single receptacle or device, an el ector nay

vote in or by such receptacle or device for one or nbre persons

whose nanes do not appear upon the ballot |abel with or w thout

t he nanes of one or nobre persons whose nanes do so appear. Wth

t hese exceptions, no wite-in vote shall be cast on a voting

devi ce for any person for any office, whose nane appears on the

ball ot | abel as a candidate for that office, and any ball ot so

cast shall be void and not count ed.

(4) At any general election at which presidential el ectors

are to be chosen, each el ector shall be pernmtted to vote by one

operation for all the presidential electors of a political party

or political body. For each party or body nomni nati ng

presidential electors, a ballot |abel shall be provi ded

containing only the words "Presidential Electors," preceded by

the nanes of the party or body and foll owed by the nanes of the

candi dates thereof for the office of President and Vice-

Presi dent, and the correspondi ng counter or reqi stering device

shall regi ster votes cast for said el ectors when thus voted for

collectively. If any elector desires to vote a ticket for

presi dential electors nade up of the nanes of persons noni nated

by different parties or bodies, or partially of names of persons

so in nomnation and partially of nanes of persons not in

nom nati on by any party or body, he may wite or deposit a paper

ball ot prepared by hinself in the receptacle provided in or on
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the voting device for that purpose. The voting device shall be

so constructed that it will not be possible for any one voter to

vote a straight party ticket for presidential electors and at

the sane tine to deposit a ballot for presidential electors in a

receptacl e as herei nabove provi ded. When the votes for

presidential electors are counted, the votes appeari ng upon the

counter or regi stering device corresponding to the ball ot | abel

contai ning the nanes of the candi dates for President and Vice-

Presi dent of any party or body shall be counted as votes for

each of the candi dates for presidential elector of such party or

body, and thereupon all candi dates for presidential elector

shall be credited, in addition, with the votes cast for them

upon the ballots deposited in the machi ne, as herei nabove

(5) As soon as the elector has adjusted the voting device so

that it will record his choices for the vari ous candi dates to be

voted for, and his answers to the vari ous questi ons subm tted,

he shall operate the recordi ng nechani sm of the voting devi ce

and forthwith | eave the voti ng boot h.

(b)) In an election district which uses an el ectroni c voting

system which utilizes paper ballots or ballot cards to regqgister

the votes, the foll owing procedures will be applicable for the

conduct of the election at the election district:

(1) The voter, after receiving his ballot fromthe district

election officials, shall retire to one of the voting booths in

whi ch the voting devices are | ocated, shut the voti ng booth

encl osure and prepare his ball ot.

(2) At primary el ections, the voter shall vote for the

candi dates of his choice for nom nati on, accordi ng to the nunber

of persons to be voted for by him for each office by naking a
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cross (X) or check ( ) mark or by nmaking a punch or nark sense

mark in the square opposite the nane of the candi date, or he nay

so mark the wite-in position provided on the ballot for the

particular office and, in the space provided therefor on the

ball ot and/or ball ot envel ope, wite the identification of the

office in question and the nanme of any person not already

printed on the ballot for that office, and such mark and witten

i nsertion shall count as a vote for that person for such office.

(3) At all other elections, the voter shall vote for the

candi dates of his choice for each office to be filled, according

to the nunber of persons to be voted for by himfor each office,

by making a cross (X) or check ( ) mark or by maki ng a punch or

mark sense mark in the square opposite the nane of the

candi date, or he may so mark the wite-in position provided on

the ballot for the particular office and, in the space provi ded

therefor on the ball ot and/or ball ot envel ope, wite the

identification of the office in question and the nanme of any

person not already printed on the ballot for that office, and

such mark and witten insertion shall count as a vote for that

person for such office.

(4) |If the voter desires to vote for every candi date of a

political party or political body, except its candi dates for

offices as to which he votes for individual candidates in the

manner herei nafter provided, he may make a cross (X) or check

( ) or punch or mark sense mark in the square opposite the nane

of the party or political body so marked, including its

candi dates for presidential electors, except for those offices

as to which he has indicated a choice for individual candi dates

of the sane or another party or political body, by naking a

cross (X) or check ( ) or punch or mark sense mark opposite
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their nanes in the manner herei nabove provided, as to which

offices his ballot shall be counted only for the candi dates

whi ch he has thus individually marked, notw t hstandi ng the fact

that he made a nark in the party colum, and even though in the

case of an office for which nore than one candidate is to be

voted for, he has not individually marked for such office the

full nunmber of candidates for which he is entitled to vote. |f

he desires to vote for the entire group of presidential electors

nom nated by any party or political body, he may nmake a cross

(X) or check ( ) or punch or mark sense nmark in the appropriate

space opposite the nanes of the candi dates for Presi dent and

Vi ce- Presi dent of such party or body. If he desires to vote a

ticket for presidential electors nade up of the nanes of persons

nom nated by different parties or political bodies, or partially

of nanes of persons so in nom nation and partially of nanes of

persons not in nom nation by any party or political body, or

whol |y of nanes of persons not in nom nation by any party or

political body, he shall insert the nanes of the candi dates for

presidential electors for whom he desires to vote in the bl ank

spaces provided therefor under the title of the office

"Presidential Electors". In case of a guestion subnmtted to the

vote of the electors, he may nake a cross (X) or check ( ) or

punch or mark sense nmark in the appropri ate square opposite the

answer which he desires to give.

(5) Any voter who spoils his ballot may return it and secure

another. The word "spoil ed" shall be witten across the face of

the ballot, and it shall be placed in the envel ope narked

"Spoi |l ed Ball ots".

(6) Following the conpletion of his vote, the voter shal

| eave the voting booth and return the ballot to the el ection
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officer by a nmeans designed to insure its secrecy; upon renoval

of the stub of the ballot by the election officer, the voter

shall insert the ballot into the district automati c tabul ati ng

equi pnent or, in the event district tabulation is not provided

for by the voting systemor such district tabul ati on equi pnent

is inoperative for any reason, into a secure ball ot box. No

ball ot card fromwhi ch the stub has been detached shall be

accepted by the election officer in charge of such equi pnent or

ball ot box, but it shall be marked "spoil ed" and shall be pl aced

in the envel ope marked " Spoiled Ballots."

Section 1113-A. Post El ecti on Procedures.--(a) As soon as

the polls have been cl osed and the | ast el ector has voted in

districts having an el ectronic voti ng system whi ch enpl oys paper

ball ots or ballot cards, the nunber of such ballots issued to

electors (at prinmary el ections, the nunber issued to the

el ectors of each party), as shown by the stubs, and the nunber

of ballots (at prinmaries the nunber of ballots of each party),

if any, spoiled and returned by voters and cancell ed, shall be

announced to all present in the polling place and entered on the

general returns of votes cast at such primary or el ection. The

district election officers shall then conpare the nunber of

names narked as voting in the district reqgister, "Voting Check

List" and nunbered |lists of voters, shall announce the result,

and shall enter on the general returns the nunber of el ectors

who have voted, as shown by the "Voter's Check List." Any

di fferences which exi st shall be reconcil ed where possi bl e, and

where reconciliation is not possi ble such differences shall be

noted on the general returns. The district reqgister, the "Voting

Check List," the nunbered lists of voters and the stubs of al

ball ots used, together with all unused ballots, and all spoil ed
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and cancell ed ballots, and all rejected voters certificates

shall then be placed in separate packages, contai ners or

envel opes and seal ed before the tabul ati on of any ball ots.

(b)Y |If ballots are conputed and tabulated in the el ection

district, all wite-in votes whi ch have been properly cast and

recorded on the voting device shall be counted and recorded on a

standard form provided for this purpose. District totals cards

may al so be prepared by the district board of el ection

reflecting the results of the voting in that district. Such

cards and reporting forns of wite-in vote tabul ati on shall be

delivered to the county board of elections. |In cases where

central counting is utilized, wite-in ballots may be recorded

either at the election district or at the counti ng center.

(c) In any case in which the wite-in ballot is a separate

entity fromthe ballot or ballot card, both sections shall be

gi ven a uni que identifying nunber prior to their separati on for

t abul ati on.

(d) In returning any votes cast for any person whose nane is

not printed on the official ballot, the election officers shal

record any such nanmes exactly as they were witten, stanped or

applied to the ball ot by sticker.

(e) |If, as aresult of an otherwi se properly cast wite-in

vote, the voter has regi stered nore votes for an office than he

is entitled to vote for that office, the entire vote cast for

that office shall be void and shall not be counted; and such

ball ots shall be fastened to the wite-in vote tabul ation form

and shall be delivered to the county board of el ections.

(f) In the event district tabul ati on of votes is provi ded

for by the voting system the district election officers shall,

i mmredi ately upon the close of the polls, cause the autonatic
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t abul ati ng equi pnent to tabulate the ballots cast during the

el ection and shall prepare duplicate records of the total nunber

of voters whose ball ots have been tabul ated; the total nunber of

votes cast for each candi date whose nane appears on the ball ot;

the total nunber of wite-in votes properly cast for each office

on the ballot; and the total nunber of votes cast for or agai nst

any question appearing on the ballot. One such record shall be

publicly posted at the district polling place. Al votes so cast

and tabulated in the district may al so be recorded on a district

totals card and all properly cast wite-in votes nay al so be

recorded on the district totals card, and the delivery of such

district totals cards and reporting forns to the county board of

el ections shall be effected by a neans established by the county

board. At the close of the election and after the tabul ati on of

all ballots, the autonati c tabul ati ng equi pnent or ot her

conponent of the voting system which contains ballots shall be

| ocked and seal ed so that no further ballots may be deposited in

or renpved from any such equi pnent or conponent, and al

conponents of the voting system suitably packaged and secured

for storage, shall be held for delivery to the county el ecti on

(g) In the event district tabul ati on of votes i s not

provided for by the voting system the district el ection

officers shall prepare a report of the nunber of voters who have

voted, as indicated by the "Voti ng Check List" and nunber ed

lists of voters poll list, and shall deliver the origi nal copy

of this report to the county board of el ections under seal. The

judge of election and mnority i nspector shall forthwith deliver

the seal ed transport carrier containing all voted ball ot cards

to the county board of elections or to such places as the county
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board nmay desi gnate. The county board of el ecti ons may provide

that the ball ot contai ner may upon proper certificati on and

signature be picked up at the polling places by two authori zed

el ecti on deputi es of opposite parties.

Section 1114-A. Returns.--(a) By the fourth day prior to

each el ection, the county board of el ections shall have the

central automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent tested to ascertain that

it will accurately count the votes cast for all offices and al

questi ons. Public notice of the tine and pl ace of the test shal

be given at |east forty-ei ght hours prior to the test by

newspaper publication in the county in accordance with section

106, such notice to be published once. The test shall be

conducted by processing a preaudited group of district totals

cards or ballots on which are recorded votes for each candi date

and on each question. In such test a different nunber of valid

votes shall be assigned to each candi date for an office and for

and agai nst each question. If any error is detected, the cause

of it shall be ascertai ned and corrected and an errorl ess count

shall be made and certified to by the county board of el ections

prior to election day. All test and program materials shall then

be seal ed by the county board of elections until their use on

el ection day. The central automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent shal

pass the sane test at the concl usion of the actual el ection

count before the election returns are approved as official. On

conpl etion of the count, the prograns, test materials, and

district totals cards or ballots shall be seal ed and retai ned

according to the provisions contained in this act for the

retenti on of paper ball ots.

(b) (1) Al proceedings at the central tabul ati on center

shall be under the direction of the county board of el ections or
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of such persons as it may designate and shall be conducted under

t he observation of the public in so far as is practical, but no

persons except those authorized for the purpose shall touch any

ball ot or district totals card. Al persons who are engaged in

processi ng and counting the ballots and district totals cards

shal|l be deputi zed and take an oath that they will faithfully

performtheir assigned duties.

(2) Each political party or political body represented on

the official ballot may have one technically qualified person,

aut hori zed by the county chairman and deputi zed by the county

board of el ections, present during the testing of the central

autonmati c tabul ati ng equi pnent and the actual counting of the

ball ot and district totals cards. Such persons shall be all owed

to make i ndependent tests of the equi pnent prior to, during, and

following the vote count: Provided, however, That such testing,

shall in no way interfere with the official tabulation of the

ballots and district totals cards. In additi on, each political

party or political body shall be entitled to have observers at

the central tabul ation center, in a nunber, as determ ned by the

county board of elections, sufficient to permt accurate

observation of the recei pt, handling, duplication, and

processing of all ballots and district totals cards.

(3) If any ballots or district totals cards are damaged or

defective so that they cannot properly be counted by the central

autonmati c tabul ati ng equi pnent, a true duplicate copy shall be

made and substituted for any such danmaged ball ot or card. Al

such duplicate ballots or cards shall be clearly | abel ed

"duplicate," and shall bear a serial nunber which shall be

recorded on the damaged or defective ballot or card.

(c) The return printed by the central automatic tabul ating
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equi pnent, to whi ch have been added wite-in votes as recorded

on the district reporting form and absentee votes, shall, when

certified by the county board of el ections, constitute the

official return of each election district. Upon conpl eti on of

the count, the official returns shall be open to the public.

(d) If for any reason it becones inpracticable to count al

or a part of the ballots or district totals cards with autonatic

t abul ati ng equi pnent, the county board of el ections may direct

t hat such ballots or cards be counted manually, follow ng as far

as practicable the provisions of this act governi ng the counting

of paper ball ots.

(e) During the course of central tabulation of ballots or

district totals cards, the county board of el ecti ons nay

unofficially report the progress of the count for each candi date

and on any questi on.

Section 1115-A. Absentee Ballots. --Absentee votes nay be

cast on paper ballots or on ballot cards. Such ball ots shal

first be counted for wite-in votes by the election officers in

accordance with section 1113-A, and then ei ther hand-counted or

counted by neans of automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent, as the case

may be. Such ballots nmay be counted at the el ection district, at

the central tabul ation center or at such other places as the

county board of elections may, in its discretion, designate.

Section 1116-A. Ball ots and Ball ot Labels; D sposition.--(a)

Upon conpl etion of the count, all ballots, absentee ball ots and

district totals cards shall be securely packaged, suitably

| abel ed and seal ed, and delivered to the county board of

el ections. The board shall |ikew se package and seal a true copy

of the ballot | abel used in each election district. Thereafter

t hese packages are to be retai ned and di sposed of in the sane
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manner as paper ballots and related materials are di sposed of

under the provisions of this act.

(b) The county board of el ections shall |ikew se package and

retain all tabul ating cards and other nmaterials used in the

preparati on of the autonmati c tabul ati ng equi pnent but nmay have

access to these tabulating cards and other materials. |t shal

not alter or make changes to these materials but may nake copi es

of them and make changes to the copies, and all such nmaterials

shall be preserved and nmi ntai ned by the board i n accordance

with the terns of section 309.

Section 1117-A. Statistical Sanple.--The county board of

el ections, as part of the conputati on and canvass of returns,

shal|l conduct a statistical recount of a random sanpl e of

ball ots after each el ecti on usi ng manual, nechani cal or

el ectronic devices of a type different than those used for the

specific election. The sanple shall include at | east two (2) per

centum of the votes cast or two thousand (2, 000) votes whi chever

is the | esser.

Section 1118-A. Recounts. --Shoul d a recount of votes be

ordered as provided by |law the ballots shall be recounted in

accordance with the provisions of Article XVII. Munual

mechani cal or el ectronic nethods may be used as deterni ned by

t he county board.

Section 1119-A. Voting by Ballot.--1f in any case the nunber

of candi dates noni nated or seeki ng nonination for any office, or

if a nethod of election for any candi date or office which is

prescri bed by | aw, renders the use of an el ectronic voting

system i npracticable, or if, for any other reason the use of an

el ectronic voting systemis not possible or practicable at a

particul ar el ection, the county board of el ections may arrange
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to have the voting at any such el ection and for any such offices

conducted by paper ballots. In such cases, the ballots shall be

printed for any such election or office and the el ecti on shal

be conducted by the election officers herein provided for, and

the ballots counted and the return thereof made in the nmanner

required by |aw for such offices insofar as paper ballots are

Section 1120-A. Unofficial Ball ot Labels; Repair and

Alternate Use of Paper Ballots.--(a) |If ballot |abels for an

election district at which an el ectronic voting systemis to be

used, shall not be delivered to the election officers of that

district as required by section 1110-A, the judge of el ection of

such district shall cause other |abels to be prepared, printed,

or witten, as nearly in the formof official ballot |abels as

practi cable, and the election officers shall cause the | abels so

substituted, to be used at the election in so far as i s possi bl e

in the sane manner as the official |abels. Such | abels, so

substituted, shall be known as unofficial ballot |abels.

(b)Y |If any electronic voting system or any conponent thereof

bei ng used in any el ecti on shall becone i noperabl e duri ng such

election, it shall, if possible, be repaired or another nachi ne

substituted by the custodi an or county board of el ections as

pronptly as possi ble, for which purpose the county board nay

purchase as many extra systens or system conponents as it nmay

deem necessary, but in case such repair or substituti on cannot

be nade, paper ballots, either printed or witten and of any

suitable form nmy be used for reqi stering votes.

Section 1121-A. Custody of El ectronic Voting Systens and

Keys.--(a) The county board of el ections shall designate a

person or persons who shall have the custody of the county's
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el ectronic voting systemand its conponents and of the keys

t heref or when the systemis not in use at an el ection, and the

board shall provide for his conpensati on and for the safe

storage and care of the system and pl acenent of its keys in a

security vault.

(b) Al electronic voting systens and their conponents, when

not in use, shall be properly boxed or covered and stored in a

sui tabl e pl ace or pl aces.

Section 1122-A. Construction.--The provisions of this

article shall constitute an additi onal nethod of voting and al

provi sions of this act shall be construed to be in full force

and effect unless inconsistent with the provisions of this

article.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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