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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 177z

| NTRODUCED BY MRS. FAWCETT, MR Di CARLO, MRS. KELLY, MRS. TOLL
MESSRS. HI LL, MCLATCHY, MRS. CRAWORD, MESSRS. McG NN S
PYLES, POLITE, MSS SIRIANNI, MESSRS. M E. M LLER, BEREN
REED, RENNI NGER AND PI TTS, OCTOBER 16, 1975

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON RULES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
AS AVENDED, MAY 12, 1976
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In the House of Representatives, Cctober 16, 1975

WHEREAS, The nedi cal profession and the general public have
becone increasingly aware of the possibility of the—unbern—-echitd
bernrg—harwed HARM BEI NG DONE TO CHI LDREN by vari ous substances,
such as drugs, tobacco, and al cohol, consunmed by the nother
during pregnancy, or used by the father prior to conception; and

WHEREAS, Studi es have shown that maternal al cohol consunption
causes small birth-size with unusually small heads and ot her
m nor abnormalities, as well as infantile suffering from al cohol
wi t hdrawal syndrone; and

VWHEREAS, Studi es have al so shown that maternal use of certain
drugs such as anphetam nes and barbi turates m ght have
teratogenic effects; and

VHEREAS, Maternal addiction to heroin can cause stillbirths,
premature births, lowbirth weights or withdrawal synptons; and

VWHEREAS, METHADONE |'S USED I N THE TREATMENT OF MORPHI NE AND
HERO N DEPENDENCE OF THE MOTHER AND | S ADDI CTI VE TO THE FETUS
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AND

WHEREAS, The effects of |ysergic acid diethylam de on the
fetus are not fully known, although sonme studies have shown
severe infant deformties; and

WHEREAS, The possibility exists that the use of L.S.D. causes
chronmosom ¢ danage, which may be transmtted to subsequent
generations, and the use of the drug by the father, prior to
conception, could be harnful to the child; and

WHEREAS, Snoking is related to decreased fetal growth and | ow
birth weights; and

WHEREAS, Certain prescribed nedications, normally harm ess or

beneficial to an adult, may have teratogenic effects on the

fetus, especially in early devel opnent stages; and

WHEREAS, THE COVMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANI A HAS THE | NHERENT <—
Rl GAT TO PROMOTE AND PROTECT THE HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY OF
ALL I'TS A TIZENS, | NCLUDI NG CH LDREN, THEREFORE BE | T
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RESOLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania directs the Joint State

Government Conmi ssion to organize a task force to conduct an in-

1
2
3
4 depth study of the legal—+redress—availabletoachitdfor

5 darmages—+nfetedbeforebirth | NJURI ES BEI NG | NFLI CTED UPON

6 CHI LDREN as a result of harnful substances consuned by his or

7 her nother during pregnancy, or used by his—er—herfather—prior
8 teo—~coneeption THEI R PARENTS EI THER PRI OR TO CONCEPTI ON OR DURI NG
9 A MOTHER S PREGNANCY; and be it further

10 RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnent Conmm ssion report

11 the findings of the task force, along with its reconmendati ons
12 for appropriate legislation, to the General Assenbly as soon as

13 possible.
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