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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2380 *%%”

| NTRODUCED BY COHEN, O CONNELL, |RVIS, BUTERA, G AMVARCO, ROSS,
SHELTON, McI NTYRE, Di DONATO, RIEGER, MYERS, RAPPAPORT,
A. P. KELLY, GARZI A, OLIVER LEDERER, JOHNSON, REED,
SCHWEDER, O DONNELL, MANDERI NO, ZW KL, PERRI, USTYNGCSKI,
PRATT, GREEN, BEREN, ZEARFGOSS, GLEASON, HI LL, BRANDT, VROQON,
M E. MLLER JR, KISTLER, HASKELL, GLEESON, Di CARLO
BENNETT, O BRIEN, O KEEFE, G LLESPIE, M P. MILLEN
DREI BELBI S, BRADLEY, ZELLER, ECKENSBERCER, PERRY, SHANE
BELLOM NI, RHODES, MJSTO, KATZ, M LLI RON AND McCALL
MAY 13, 1976

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MAY 17, 1976
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AN ACT
Aut hori zi ng nmenbers of the CGeneral Assenbly to enploy an
assistant to work in the hone district; creating a Home

District Assistant Advisory Comm ttee establishing powers and

duties for assistants of the commttees; and nmaki ng an

appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative Purpose.--This act shall be known as
the "Home District Assistant Act of 1976." Its purpose shall be
to increase the accessibility of each Pennsylvania voter to his
or her State Representative and State Senator.

Section 2. Home District Assistant.--Each State
Representati ve and each State Senator may hire one person as a

honme district assistant at a salary of $9,000 a year. The hone

district assistant shall not be related to any nenber of the
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State Legislature by blood or marriage. Upon his or her
appoi ntment, he or she shall file a resune of prior experience
with the Chief Cerk's Ofice. He or she shall be required to
wor k an average of at |east 40 hours a week and shall file tine
sheets with the Chief Cerk's Ofice once a nonth.

Section 3. Tasks of the Hone District Assistant.--The
pur pose of the home district assistant position shall be to
better serve the people of that legislator's district. Each
| egi sl ator who el ects to have a hone district assistant shall be
responsi ble for his or her supervision. Each | egislator may
assign his or her home district assistant the task of:

(1) Scheduling neetings with individual constituents,
wi th farm organi zati ons, business organi zations, |abor
organi zations, religious congregations, citizens
organi zati ons, and news nedi a.

(2) Supervising the conposition and distributions of al
reports and questionnaires that the | egislator may issue.

(3) Researching proper |anguage for bills and the
effects of proposed bills through reading, interview ng, and
eliciting opinions.

(4) Listening to constituents conpl ai nts about
governnment al performance and seeki ng appropriate renedi es.

(5) Advising a legislator for whom he or she works about
constituents feelings and governnental policies.

(6) Supervising volunteers who wi sh to help out.

(7) Serving as a liaison with county, borough, and
t ownshi p governnents, and school districts and the
| egi sl at or.

(8) Handling appropriate clerical and record keepi ng

duti es.
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Section 4. Appointnment of Conmttee; Duties.--(a) The
Speaker of the House and the President pro tenpore of the Senate
shall jointly appoint 20 registered voters in Pennsylvania, no
nore than ten of which shall be nmenbers of the sane political
party to serve, w thout conpensation, as nenbers of the Hone
Districts Assistant Advisory Committee. The 20 nenbers shall
el ect one other nenber by majority vote.

(b) The Honme District Assistant Advisory Comm ttee shal
have the followi ng duties:

(1) To recomrend qualified people to serve as hone
district assistants to any |egislator who requests their help
in finding a qualified person.

(2) To make recommendations to the General Assenbly, the
Governor, and the public as to how honme district assistants
can nost effectively fulfill their duties to neet public
needs.

(3) To make recommendations to the General Assenbly, the
Governor, and the public as to the nost efficient and
econoni cal nmethod the honme district assistant may enploy to
save taxpayers doll ars.

(4) To evaluate, at |east once a Legislation session,
the overall performance of the home district assistants.
Section 5. Menbership of Commttee.--The Home District

Assi stant Advisory Comm ttee shall consist of:

(1) At least one officer of a Statew de organi zation
established to pronote the interests of business in
Pennsyl vani a.

(2) At least one officer of a Statew de organi zation
established to pronote the interests of labor in

Pennsyl vani a.
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(3) At least one assistant of a United States Senator
from Pennsyl vania who works in the Senator's honme office.

(4) At least one assistant of a United States
Congressman from Pennsyl vania who works in the Congressman's
hone offi ce.

(5) At least one officer of the Statew de organization
established to pronote the interests of Pennsylvania farners.
(6) At least one officer of a Statew de organi zation
established to pronote the interests of Pennsylvani a bankers.
(7) At least one officer of a Statew de organization
established to pronote the interests of Pennsylvania

col | eges.

(8) At least one professor of political science at a
Pennsyl vani a col l ege or university who has published at | east
one book on state legislators in the United States or at
| east one book on the Pennsylvania | egi sl ators.

(9) At least one former Governor of Pennsylvania or one
former Lieutenant Governor of Pennsyl vani a.

(10) At |east one officer of a Statew de wonen's
or gani zati on.

(11) At |east one officer of a Statew de organi zation
interested in inproving the character and habits of
Pennsyl vania citizens.

(12) At |east one officer of a Statew de religious
or gani zati on.

(13) At |east one officer of a Statew de organi zati on of
Pennsyl vani a news nedi a.

(14) At |east one nenber of the State House.

(15) At |east one nenber of the State Senate.

(16) At |east one officer of a Statew de organi zation
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seeking to reduce governnental expenditures.
(17) At least one officer of a Statew de organi zation
established to advance the interests of |awers.
(18) At |east one officer of a Statew de organi zation
establ i shed to advance the interests of health care.
(19) At |east one officer of a Statew de organi zation
established to advance the interests of State enpl oyees.
Section 6. Tine of Appointnent; Terns.--(a) Menbers of the
Hone District Assistant Advisory Conmittee shall be appointed
wi thin 60 days of the passage of this act. They shall serve for
three years, or as long as they hold required qualifications for
their position on the Honme District Assistant Advisory
Commi ttee, whichever is shorter

(b) The Honme District Assistant Advisory Commttee shal
neet at least six tines a year with additional neetings to be
called by the chairman or by a filed request of one-third of the
menbers.

Section 7. Appropriation.--The sum of $2,277,000 is hereby
specifically appropriated to the General Assenbly to carry out

t he purposes of this act.
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