PRINTER S NO. 2972

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2254 5%

| NTRODUCED BY KERNI CK, O BRI EN, COWELL, G LLETTE, SHELHAMER
PETRARCA, ABRAHAM FLAHERTY, MRKONI C, NOVAK, WALSH, TADDON O
CESSAR AND M SCEVI CH, MARCH 24, 1976

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MARCH 24, 1976

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 2, 1945 (P.L.382, No.164), entitled "An

2 act providing for the incorporation as bodi es corporate and

3 politic of "Authorities' for nunicipalities, counties and

4 townshi ps; prescribing the rights, powers and duties of such

5 Aut horities heretofore or hereafter incorporated; authorizing
6 such Authorities to acquire, construct, inprove, naintain and
7 operate projects, and to borrow noney and i ssue bonds

8 therefor; providing for the paynent of such bonds, and

9 prescribing the rights of the holders thereof; conferring the
10 right of em nent domain on such Authorities; authorizing such
11 Authorities to enter into contracts with and to accept grants
12 fromthe Federal Governnent or any agency thereof; and

13 conferring exclusive jurisdiction on certain courts over

14 rates,” further providing for the return of certain deposits.

15 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

16 hereby enacts as foll ows:

17 Section 1. Cause (h) of subsection B of section 4, act of
18 May 2, 1945 (P.L.382, No.164), known as the "Minicipality

19 Authorities Act of 1945," anended Decenber 16, 1975 (No.146), is
20 anended to read:

21 Section 4. Purposes and Powers; Ceneral .--* * *

22 B. Every Authority is hereby granted, and shall have and may

23 exercise all powers necessary or convenient for the carrying out
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of the aforesaid purposes, including but without limting the
generality of the foregoing, the following rights and powers:

* %

(h) To fix, alter, charge and collect rates and ot her
charges in the area served by its facilities at reasonabl e and
uniformrates to be determ ned exclusively by it, for the
pur pose of providing for the paynment of the expenses of the
Aut hority, the construction, inprovenment, repair, naintenance
and operation of its facilities and properties, the paynent of
the principal of and interest on its obligations, and to fulfil
the terns and provisions of any agreenents nade with the
purchasers or hol ders of any such obligations, or with the
muni ci pality incorporating or rmunicipalities which are nenbers
of said Authority or with any nmunicipality, served or to be
served by said Authority, and to determ ne by itself exclusively
the services and inprovenents required to provide adequate, safe
and reasonabl e service, including extensions thereof, in the
areas served: Provided, That if the service area includes nore
t han one municipality, the revenues from any project shall not
be expended directly or indirectly on any other project, unless
such expenditures are made for the benefit of the entire service

area: And, provided further, That when an Authority requires a

deposit froma consuner to insure the paynent of a bill, the

deposit shall be returned with interest at the rate of six

percent (6% per annum thereon to the consuner nmaki ng such

deposit when the consuner shall have pai d undi sputed bills for

service over a period of twelve consecutive nonths. Any person

guestioning the reasonabl eness or uniformty of any rate fixed
by any Authority or the adequacy, safety and reasonabl eness of

the Authority's services, including extensions thereof, nmay
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bring suit against the Authority in the court of conmon pl eas of
the county wherein the project is located, or if the project is
| ocated in nore than one county then in the court of conmon
pl eas of the county wherein the principal office of the project
is located. The court of common pleas shall have excl usive
jurisdiction to determne all such questions involving rates or
service. Except in nunicipal corporations having a popul ation
density of three hundred persons or nore per square mle, al
owners of real property in eighth class counties nay decline, in
witing, the services of a solid waste authority.

* %k

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall

apply to all deposits presently held by an authority.
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