PRI NTégg NO 2722
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” further providing for nenbership of county boards
of elections in counties, excepting counties of the first

cl ass, wherein the office of county conmm ssioner is
abol i shed.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Subsection (b) of section 301, act of June 3,
1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the "Pennsylvania El ection
Code," is anmended to read:

Section 301. County Boards of Elections; Menbership.--

* x *

(b) In each county of the Conmonweal th, the county board of
el ections shall consist of the county comm ssioners of such

county ex officio, or any officials or board who are perform ng
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or may performthe duties of the county comm ssioners, who shal
serve w thout additional conmpensation as such: Provided,

however, That in all counties except counties of the first class

wherein mnority representati on on the governi ng body i s not

provided by | aw or hone rule charter or optional plan of

governnent as provided by the act of April 13, 1972 (P.L. 184,

No. 62), known as the "Hone Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law, "

the county board of el ections shall consist of three

i ndi viduals, two of whom shall be appoi nted by the county

chairman of the party with the hi ghest nunber of persons

regi stered to vote and one of whom shall be appoi nted by the

county chairman of the party with the next hi ghest nunber of

persons regi stered to vote in the general election i mediately

precedi ng the date of the commencenent of the termof the board

of elections. The county chairman shall not appoint hinself.

Shoul d either county chairman fail to appoint an individual or

i ndividuals to the county board of elections prior to thirty

days before the beqginning of the termof the board of el ections,

said position or positions shall then be filled by an appoi nt ee

or appoi ntees of the President Judge of the court of conmmbn

pl eas, fromthe party fromwhom sai d county chairman or chairnen

was aut hori zed to appoint a nenber or nenbers of said board.

Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Secti on 301.1. El ectors Only to be Eliqgible; |nconpatible

Ofices; Terns. - -

(a) Reqistered electors of the county only shall be eliqgible

to hold the appointive office of a nenber of the county board of

el ecti ons.

(b) No person who holds or is a candidate for public or

party office shall be appointed to or hold the appointive office
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of a nenber of the county board of el ections.

(c) Menbers of the county board of el ections so appoi nted

shall hold office commenci ng on the effective date of the hone

rule charter or optional plan of governnent, which term shall

expire on the first Tuesday following the first Mnday of

January of the year of the election of the President of the

United States. Thereafter the termof office shall be for a

peri od of four years commenci ng on the first Tuesday foll ow ng

the first Monday of January of the year of the year of the

el ection of the President of the United States.

Secti on 301. 2. Filling Vacanci es in Appoi ntive Menbers of

County Boards of Election.--If any vacancy shall occur in the

office of an appoi ntive nenber of the county board of el ections,

such vacancy shall be for the unexpired termand shall be fill ed

within thirty days after the occurrence of such vacancy. |If the

vacancy i nvolves an appoi ntee nom nated by a political party

county chairman, the President Judge shall notify the chairnman

of such appointee's political party and such chai rman nmay w t hin

ten days after notice of such vacancy nonmnate in witing a

successor who shall thereupon be appointed. |If such chairman of

county committee shall fail to make his nomnation within the

tinmes herein specified, the President Judge shall on his own

initiative and within ten days thereafter sel ect and appoint a

menber of the party entitled to the appoi nt nent.

Section 301.3. GCath of Ofice; O gani zati on; Conpensati on. - -

(a) Wthin ten days following the initial appointnment of the

menbers of the county board of el ections, and on or before the

first Tuesday following the first Monday of January in

presidential el ection years for subsequent appoi ntnments, the

menbers shall neet at the office of the county board of
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el ecti ons, and shall take and subscribe to the oath, or

affirmation, of office required by the Constitution of this

Commpnweal th, and in addition to any oath required by any other

act of assenbly, take and subscribe to the foll owi ng oath, or

affirmation: "1 further swear (or affirm) that | have not paid

or contributed, either directly or indirectly, any noney or

ot her valuable thing to procure nmy appointnent; that | have not

knowi ngly violated any el ection | aw of this Commonweal th, or

procured it to be done by others in nmy behalf; that | will not

knowi ngly receive, directly or indirectly, any noney or other

val uabl e thing for the perfornance or nonperfornance of any act

or duty pertaining to ny office, other than the conpensati on

allowed by law." The oath, or affirmation, shall be adn ni stered

by any judge or justice of the peace of the county, and shall be

filed in the office of the prothonotary of such county. Any

menber refusing to take said oath shall forfeit his office. Any

person who shall be convicted of having sworn or affirmed

fal sely, or of having violated said oath or affirnmati on, shal

be quilty of perjury, and be forever disqualified from hol di ng

any office of trust or profit within this Conmopbnweal t h.

(b)Y The nenbers shall organi ze and shall el ect one of their

nunber as chairman and one of their nunber as secretary who

shall hold such offices at the pleasure of such nenbers.

(c) The nenbers of an appoi nted county board of el ections

shal|l be conpensated for their services incurred in the

di scharge of their duties at a rate of twenty-five ($25.00)

doll ars per diemnot to exceed five hundred ($500.00) doll ars

maxi num per vear plus nileage at the rate of twelve (.12) cents

per circular mle.

Secti on 301. 4. Renoval from Ofice.--A nenber of an
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appoi nti ve county board of el ections shall be renmoved from

office only for reasonabl e cause, after due notice and ful

hearing, on the advice of two-thirds of the | eqislative body, or

upon convi ction of m sbehavior in office or of any i nfanous
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