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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1828 =%

| NTRODUCED BY Di CARLO, OCTOBER 14, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, OCTOBER 15, 1975
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AN ACT
Providing for the entry of the Conmonwealth into a conpact with
the States of New York and New Jersey concerni ng drug
trafficking; creating the Tri-State Drug Trafficking Policy
and Control Conm ssion and prescribing the nenbership
function, powers and duties of said conmm ssion.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short Title.--This act shall be known and may be
cited as the "Tri-State Drug Trafficking Policy and Control
Conpact . "

Section 2. Tri-State Drug Trafficking Policy and Control
Conpact.--The Tri-State Drug Trafficking Policy and Control
Conpact is hereby enacted into | aw and entered into by this
State with the other states legally joining therein in the form
substantially as follows:

Tri-State Drug Trafficking Policy and Control Conpact
ARTI CLE |
Fi ndi ngs and Pur pose

The party states find that the problem of drug abuse in the

conpact region is one of the severest problens of drug abuse in
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the Nation and that because of the drug traffic between the
party states, especially the geographical area extending from
New York City and North Jersey to Canden and Phil adel phia, there
is avital need for the devel opnent of greater inter-
jurisdictional cooperation to stemdrug traffic between the
party states as a neans of controlling drug abuse.

The purposes of this conpact are to develop interstate policy
to stemdrug trafficking between the party states as a neans of
controlling drug abuse in the respective party states, to
recommend interstate policy which mght lead in the party states
to legislative support of nethods to stemdrug trafficking
between the party states, to provide close and effective
cooperation and assi stance between the party states in
devel opi ng nmeans to detect and prevent interstate drug
trafficking, and to gather, evaluate and dissemi nate to the
appropriate offices of the party states information concerning
drug trafficking between the party states.

ARTI CLE |
Definitions

For the purpose of this conpact, unless the context plainly
requires a different neaning:

" Conmi ssion” nmeans the Tri-State Drug Trafficking Policy and
Control Conmi ssi on.

"Conpact region" nmeans all of the geographical area of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania and the States of New Jersey and
New Yor k.

"Concurrent |egislation" neans a statute enacted by one of
the party states which is concurred in by the other party states
in the formof enactnents having |ike effect.

"Party states"” nmean the States of New Jersey, New York and
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t he Comonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.
ARTI CLE 111
Conpact and Conmi ssi on

The Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a hereby agrees with the
States of New York and New Jersey upon enactnent by each of them
of legislation having the sane effect as this section, to the
fol |l ow ng conpact:

The party states, for the purposes of (1) devel oping
interstate policy to stemdrug trafficking between the party
states as a neans of controlling drug abuse in the respective
party states, (2) reconmending interstate policy which m ght
lead in the party states to | egislative support of nethods to
stemdrug trafficking between the party states, (3) providing
cl ose and effective cooperation and assi stance between the party
states in devel oping neans to detect and prevent interstate drug
trafficking, and (4) gathering, evaluating and dissem nating to
the appropriate offices of the party states information
concerning drug trafficking between the party states, do hereby
establish and create the Tri-State Drug Trafficking Policy and
Cont rol Conmi ssi on.

ARTI CLE IV
Commi ssi on Organi zati on

The conmm ssion shall be an interstate body, both corporate
and politic serving as a conmon agency of the party states and
representing themboth collectively and individually in the
exercise of its powers and duties.

(a) The conm ssion shall be conposed of not nore than 12
menbers representing the party states and apportioned as
fol | ows:

(1) Four representatives fromeach of the party states;
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provi ded, however, in the case of the State of New York, at

| east one of the representatives shall be a resident of the City
of New York and in the case of the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
one of the representatives shall be a resident of the Gty of

Phi | adel phi a.

(2) The representatives of the party states shall consist of
two State | egislators, one to be appointed fromthe nenbership
of the House of Representatives by the Speaker, and one to be
appoi nted fromthe nenbership of the Senate by the President of
the Senate in Pennsylvania; one to be appointed fromthe
menber ship of the General Assenbly by the Speaker, and one to be
appoi nted fromthe nenbership of the Senate by the President of
the Senate in New Jersey and one to be appointed fromthe
menber ship of the General Assenbly by the Speaker, and one to be
appoi nted fromthe nenbership of the Senate by the President of
the Senate in New York; and the remaining two representatives
fromeach state shall consist of the Attorney Ceneral or his
designate and the Secretary of Health or his designate in
Pennsyl vania; the State Attorney General or his designate and
t he Comm ssioner of the State Departnent of Health or his
designate in New Jersey and the State Attorney General or his
designate and the Comm ssioner of the State Departnment of Health
or his designate in New York. Each nmenber shall serve and be
subject to renmoval in accordance with the laws of the State
whi ch he represents. The comm ssion shall elect a chairman from
anong its nenbers.

(b) The comm ssion's functions shall be perforned and
carried out by its nmenbers, advisory commttees and panel s
representative of citizens and political subdivisions and ot her

governmental agencies in the conpact region as may be
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establ i shed by the comm ssion, and by such officers, agents and
enpl oyees as may be appointed by the comm ssion, subject to its
direction and control. Al such officers, agents and enpl oyees

shall hold office at the pleasure of the conm ssion, which shal
prescri be their powers, duties and qualifications and fix their
conpensati on and other ternms of their enploynent.

(c) A quorum of the comm ssion for the purpose of
transacti ng business at any conm ssion neeting shall exist only
when there are present, in person, at |east three nenbers from
each of the party states. No action of the conm ssion shall be
effective or binding unless a majority of each party state's
representatives who are present at such conm ssion neeting shal
vote in favor thereof.

(d) The nenbers of the comm ssion shall receive no
conpensation for their services pursuant to this conpact but
they shall be entitled to be paid the expenses actually and
necessarily incurred by themin the performance of their duties.

(e) No nmenber of the comm ssion who is otherwi se a public
of ficer or enployee shall suffer a forfeiture of his office or
enpl oynment, or any loss or dimnution in the rights and
privil eges appertaining thereto, by reason of such nenbershi p.

ARTI CLE V
Conmi ssi on Function

The function of the conm ssion shall be to act as an official
conprehensive interstate drug trafficking policy and control
agency of the party states for the conpact region. It shal
conduct surveys, make studies, hold private and public hearings
and prepare plans to develop interstate policy to stemdrug
trafficking between the party states, recommend interstate

policy which mght lead in the party states to | egislative
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support of prograns to stemdrug trafficking, provide close and
ef fective cooperation and assi stance between the party states in
devel opi ng nmeans to detect and prevent interstate drug
trafficking, and gather, evaluate and disseninate to the
appropriate offices of the party states information concerning
drug trafficking between the party states.
ARTI CLE VI

Powers and Duti es

(a) The conm ssion shall have power to:

(1) Adopt a corporate seal and to enter into contracts.

(2) Apply for and receive and accept grants of property,
noney and services and ot her assistance offered or nade
avai lable to it by any person, governnment, or agency whatever,
which it may use to neet necessary expenses and for any ot her
use within the scope of its functions, and to negotiate for the
same upon such ternms and conditions as may be necessary or
advi sabl e.

(3) Hre, lease, acquire and di spose of property to the
extent necessary to carry out its functions, powers and duties
as the same may be constituted fromtine to tinme.

(4) Wthout dimnution of its general power to contract, to
contract with any government or agency whatever, including the
respective departnents of the party states, for the performnce
of services by the comm ssion which relate to its functions,
powers and duties, and to accept conpensation or reinmbursenent
t heref or.

(5) Expend, or to authorize the expenditure of, funds
appropriated to it or for its purposes by the party states but
such expenditures shall at all tinmes be within the terns of an

annual budget to be adopted by the comm ssion, by resolution, in
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advance of each fiscal period of the comm ssion, which budget
may be anmended or nodified fromtinme to tine: Provided, however,
That each of the party states reserves the right to require such
audit or audits as such state may fromtinme to tine consider

pr oper .

(b) The conm ssion shall have such additional powers
incidental to the express powers granted to it by this conpact,
as may be necessary or proper for the effective performnce of
its functions.

ARTI CLE VI |
Avai l ability of Existing Materials

To avoid duplication of effort and in the interests of
econony the conm ssion shall nake use of existing studies,
surveys, plans, data and other materials in the possession of
t he governnental agencies of the party states and their
respective political subdivisions. Each such agency is hereby
aut hori zed to make such materials available to the conm ssion
and otherwise to assist it in the performance of its functions.
At the request of the conmm ssion, each such agency which is
engaged in devel oping plans to stemthe distribution and sal e of
illicit drugs, or which is charged with the duty of stemm ng the
di stribution and sale of illicit drugs, is further authorized to
provi de the commi ssion with information regarding its plans and
prograns affecting the conpact region so that the comm ssion may
have available to it current information with respect thereto.
The officers and personnel of such agencies, and of any other
government or agency whatever, may serve at the request of the
commi ssi on upon such advisory conmttees and panels as the
conmi ssion shall determine to create; and such officers and

per sonnel may serve upon such commttees and panel s wi t hout
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forfeiture of office or enploynent and with no | oss or
dimnution in the status, rights and privileges which they
ot herwi se enj oy.
ARTI CLE VI I |
Funds; Grants; Immunity and Reports

(a) Subject to the availability of funds appropriated
pursuant to the applicable | aws of the respective party states,
t he cost and expense of supporting, admnistering and operating
the activities of the comm ssion shall be equally apportioned
anong the party states. In the case of an experinental project,
all expenses for and related thereto, but not inclusive of the
cost and expense of supporting, adm nistering and operating the
commi ssion, and | ess any Federal aid or other contributions
received therefor, shall be for the account of the party state
in which any such project is conducted and shall be paid out of
appropriati ons made avail abl e by such party state.

(b) The conm ssion nay accept advances from one or nore of
the party states or fromthe Federal Governnent; but it may not
ot herwi se borrow noney nor nmay it issue notes or bonds. It shal
not incur any obligation in excess of the anmounts appropri ated
or otherwi se available to it or for its purposes and each of its
expenditures shall be within the terns of the annual budget
her ei nbef ore nenti oned.

(c) The conmission is declared to be an instrunentality of
the party states exercising a governnental function. It shal
enj oy the sovereign immunity of the party states and may not be
sued in any court or tribunal whatsoever; nor shall it have the
power to pledge the credit of the party states or any of them
or to inpose any liability upon them or any one of them

directly or indirectly, either by tort, contract or otherw se.
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(d) The conm ssion shall report annually to the Governors
and Legislatures of the party states with respect to its
operations and finances and shall provide such financial reports
as shall be required fromtinme to tine under the |aws of the
party states.

ARTI CLE | X
Construction; Wthdrawal; Anmendnents

(a) This conpact shall be construed liberally to effectuate
its purposes. Nothing herein shall be deenmed in any way to limt
or restrict the power of one or nore of the party states, by |aw
or otherwi se, to deal independently with respect to any matter
within the scope of this conpact.

(b) Any party state may withdraw fromthis conpact by
enacting a statute repealing the sanme, but no such w thdrawal
shall take effect until two years after the executive head of
the withdrawi ng state has given notice in witing of the
wi t hdrawal to the executive heads of all other party states. No
wi t hdrawal shall affect any liability already incurred by or
chargeable to a party state prior to the tine of such
wi t hdr awal .

(c) Amendnents and supplenments to this conpact to inplenment
t he purposes thereof nay be adopted by concurrent |egislation of
the party states.

(d) If any part or provision of this conpact or the
application thereof to any person or circunstance be adjudged
invalid by any court of conpetent jurisdiction, such judgnent
shall be confined in its operation to the part, provision, or
application directly involved in the controversy in which such
j udgnment shall have been rendered and shall not affect or inpair

the validity of the remainder of this compact or the application
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t hereof to other persons or circunstances, and the party states
her eby declare that they would have entered into this conpact or
t he remai nder thereof had the invalidity of such provision or
application thereof been apparent.

Section 3. Effective Date.--This act shall take effect upon
the enactnment into |law by the State of New York and the State of
New Jersey of legislation having a substantially simlar effect

as this act, but if such legislation is already enacted, this
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act shall take effect inmediately.
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