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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1610 *5n”

| NTRODUCED BY SCHWEDER, CCLE, McCALL, SHUMAN AND LAUGHLI N
JULY 15, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, JULY 16, 1975
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvani a authorizing qualified electors to vote for

t hree persons for county conmm ssioners.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance wth
the provisions of the eleventh article thereof:

That section four of article nine of the Constitution of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a be anmended to read:

Section 4. County Governnent.--(a) County officers shal
consi st of conm ssioners, controllers or auditors, district
attorneys, public defenders, treasurers, sheriffs, registers of
wills, recorders of deeds, prothonotaries, clerks of the courts,
and such others as may fromtinme to tine be provided by | aw

(b) County officers, except for public defenders who shal

be appoi nted as shall be provided by |Iaw, shall be elected at

t he nmuni ci pal elections and shall hold their offices for the
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termof four years, beginning on the first Mnday of January
next after their election, and until their successors shall be
duly qualified; all vacancies shall be filled in such a manner
as may be provided by |aw.

(c) County officers shall be paid only by salary as provided
by |l aw for services performed for the county or any other
governmental unit. Fees incidental to the conduct of any county
of fice shall be payable directly to the county or the
Commonweal th, or as otherw se provided by | aw.

(d) Three county conmi ssioners shall be elected in each
county. In the election of these officers each qualified el ector
shall vote for no nore than [two] three persons, and the three
persons receiving the highest nunber of votes shall be el ected.

(e) Provisions for county governnent in this section shall
apply to every county except a county which has adopted a hone
rule charter or an optional form of governnent. One of the
optional forns of county government provided by |aw shal
i nclude the provisions of this section.

Section 2. This proposed anendnent shall be submtted by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth to the qualified electors of this
Commonweal th, at the primary election next held after the
advertising requirenments of article eleven, section one of the
Constitution of the Cormonweal th of Pennsyl vani a have been

sati sfi ed.
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