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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1544 =35

| NTRODUCED BY M E. M LLER, KNEPPER, FI SCHER, HASKELL, HOPKI NS
WLSON AND R W WLT, JUNE 25, 1975

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 30, 1975
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 19, 1974 (No.175), entitled "An act
requiring public agencies to hold certain neetings and
heari ngs open to the public and providing penalties,"”
aut hori zing tape recordi ngs of public neetings by news nedi a.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 4 and 6, act of July 19, 1974 (No.175),
entitled "An act requiring public agencies to hold certain
nmeeti ngs and hearings open to the public and providing

penalties,” are anmended to read:

Section 4. (a) The mnutes of a public neeting of an agency
shall be taken and pronptly recorded and shall be a public
record under and subject to the act of June 21, 1957 (P.L. 390,
No. 212), entitled "An act requiring certain records of the
Commonweal th and its political subdivisions and of certain
authorities and other agencies perform ng essential governnental
functions, to be open for exam nation and inspection by citizens

of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a; authorizing such citizens

under certain conditions to nmake extracts, copies, photographs
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or photostats of such records; and providing for appeals to the
courts of common pleas.”

(b) News nedia representati ves nay tape record any agency

meeti ng after announcing their intent to do so, so |l ong as such

taping is not disruptive of the neeting.

Section 6. Nothing in this act shall prohibit the agency
from adopting by formal action such rules and regul ati ons as
necessary for the conduct of its neetings. Additionally, the
menbers of the agency conducting the nmeeting may at the tine of
any di sturbance which woul d render the ordinary conduct of the
neeti ng unfeasi bl e and when order cannot be restored, authorize
the presiding officer, by mgjority vote, to enforce such rules
and regulations to the extent necessary to restore order. Such
rul es and regul ati ons shall not be nmade to violate the intent of

this act. Rules and requl ati ons governi ng use of tape recording

devi ces by news nedia shall not prohibit such use as di sruptive

per se nor because of the personal objections of any of the

general public attending.
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