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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1491 %

I NTRODUCED BY BRUNNER, DeMEDI O AND M LLI RON, JUNE 16, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE, JUNE 17, 1975

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 22, 1965 (P.L.1124, No.437),
entitled "An act relating to dogs; regulating the keepi ng of
dogs; providing for the licensing of dogs and kennels;
providing for the protection of dogs and the detention and
destruction of dogs in certain cases; regulating the sale and
transportation of dogs; declaring dogs to be personal
property and the subject of |arceny; providing for the
assessment of danmages done to livestock, poultry and domestic
ganme birds; providing for paynent of damages by the
Commonweal th in certain cases and the liability of the owner
or keeper of dogs for such damages; inposing powers and
duties on certain State and |ocal officers and enpl oyes;
provi ding penalties, and repealing certain acts,”
transferring certain functions fromthe Departnment of Revenue
to the Departnment of Agriculture.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 201 and 203, act of Decenber 22, 1965
(P.L.1124, No.437), known as the "Dog Law of 1965," anended
Decenber 6, 1972 (P.L. 1456, No.328), are anended to read:

Section 201. On or before January 15, 1966, and on or before
January 15th of each year thereafter, the owner of any dog six
nont hs ol d or over, except as hereinafter otherw se provided,
shall apply to the county treasurer of his respective county on

a formprescribed by the Departnment of [Revenue] Agriculture,
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for a license for such dog owned or kept by him Such
application shall state the breed, sex, age, color and marKking
of such dog, and the nane and address of the |ast previous
owner; and shall be acconpanied by a |license fee of one dollar
($1) for each male dog and for each spayed femal e dog for which
the certificate of a veterinarian or the affidavit of the owner
is produced, and by a license fee of two dollars ($2) for other
femal e dogs, and an additional fee of twenty cents (20¢) for the
i ssuing, recording and reporting said |license fees. The county
treasurers of the several counties of this Commonweal th shall be
agents of the Conmonwealth for the collection of said |license
fees. The said agents shall be allowed to retain the sum of
twenty cents (20¢) fromthe amount paid by each |icensee for the
use of the county. Al such license fees shall be remtted to
the State Treasurer, through the Departnent of [Revenue]

Agri cul ture.

Section 203. The Departnent of [Revenue] Agriculture shal
prepare and furnish annually to the treasurer of each county of
t he Commonweal th, tags to be given by the county treasurer to
t he owners of dogs when such owners shall pay the |icense fee
for said dogs. Such tags shall bear the name of the county where
such license is issued, and a serial nunber corresponding wth
the nunber on the license issued to said owner, as provided in
t he precedi ng section of this act.

Such tags shall also have inpressed thereon the cal endar year
for which such tag is valid, and shall not contain nore than one
square inch of area within the ears, or fastening device. The
general shape of said tag shall be changed fromyear to year.

If any such tag is lost, it shall be replaced by the county

treasurer, upon application by the person to whomthe original
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I icense was issued and upon production of such license
certificate and the paynent of a fee of twenty-five cents (25¢)
for the use of the county.

Section 2. Sections 208, 216, 217 and 301 of the act are
amended to read:

Section 208. Any person who keeps or operates a kennel, may
inlieu of the license for each dog required by this act, apply
to the county treasurer for application for a kennel license to
keep or operate such kennel. The county treasurer shall forward
all such applications for kennel license to the Secretary of
Agriculture for approval before issuing said kennel I|icense.
Applications nust be nmade at least thirty days prior to issuance
of a kennel |icense. The county treasurer shall, after receiving
such approved application, issue kennel |icenses of the
foll ow ng description:

Class "A" Kennel

To keep or operate a kennel for ten dogs or less for the
pur pose of boarding, breeding, showi ng or hunting and the
selling of dogs for these purposes only--fifteen dollars ($15)
per year.

Class "B" Kennel

To keep or operate a kennel for eleven to twenty dogs for the
pur pose of boarding, breeding, showi ng or hunting and the
selling of dogs for these purposes only--twenty-five dollars
($25) per year.

Cass "C' Kennel

To keep or operate a kennel for nore than twenty dogs for the
pur pose of boarding, breeding, showi ng or hunting and the
selling of dogs for these purposes only--thirty-five dollars

($35) per year.
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Class "D 1" Kennel

To keep or operate a kennel involving the sale of |ess than
five hundred dogs during the license year for the purpose of
breedi ng or buying and selling dogs to | aboratories, hospitals
or other establishnments for research or any other simlar
pur pose--one hundred dollars ($100) per year.

Class "D 2" Kennel

To keep or operate a kennel involving the sale of five
hundred to five thousand dogs during the license year for the
pur pose of breeding or buying and selling dogs to |aboratories,
hospitals or other establishnments for research or any other
simlar purpose--two hundred fifty dollars ($250) per year.

Class "D 3" Kennel

To keep or operate a kennel for nore than five thousand dogs
during the license year for the purpose of breeding or buying
and selling dogs to | aboratories, hospitals or other
establishments for research or any other sim/lar purpose--five
hundred dol | ars ($500) per year.

Qut of state kennel operators of Class D1, Cass D 2, and
Cl ass D 3 kennels who transport dogs into the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a for the purpose of selling dogs to | aboratories,
hospitals or other establishnments for research or any other
simlar purpose shall be required to obtain kennel |icenses from
t he Departnent of [Revenue who shall forward all such
applications to the Secretary of Agriculture for approval before

issuing said license] Agriculture.

Class "E' Kennel
Ani mal Rescue Leagues, Societies for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Aninmals and Ani mal Humane Societies, who are legally

constituted | aw enforcenent agenci es and approved nedi cal and
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veterinary schools and nonprofit institutions conducting nedical
and scientific research shall be required to register, but shal
not be required to pay any of the foregoing or follow ng |license
fees, and nay use their own identification tags for dogs within
their kennels wi thout being required to attach tags hereinafter
prescri bed while dogs are within such kennels, if approved by
the Secretary of Agriculture.

Kennel licenses are to be issued only by the county treasurer
and the applicant shall also pay an additional fee of twenty-
five cents (25¢) for the services of the county treasurer in
i ssuing, recording, and reporting said kennel license to the

Department of [Revenue] Agriculture and remtting the |license

fee to the State Treasurer through the Departnent of [Revenue]

Agriculture. Wth each kennel |icense the county treasurer shal

i ssue a nunber of tags equal to the nunber of dogs authorized to
be kept in the kennel, except that in kennels where nore than
fifty dogs are kept there shall be an additional charge of
twenty-five cents (25¢) for each dog tag required in excess of
fifty. All such tags shall bear the name of the county where it
is issued, the nunmber of kennel licenses, and shall be readily
di stingui shable fromthe individual |icense tags for the sane
year by the letter "K' being inscribed on such tags.

Section 216. The county treasurer shall keep a record of al
dog licenses and all kennel licenses and all transfers issued
during the year. Such record shall contain the nane and address
of the person to whom each |icense or transfer is issued. In the
case of an individual license, the record shall also state the
breed, sex, age, color and markings of the dog licensed; and in
the case of a kennel license, it shall state the place where the

busi ness is conducted. The record shall be a public record and
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open to persons interested during business hours.

Whenever the ownership or possession of any dog |icensed
under the provisions of this act is transferred from one person
to another, as provided in section 206 of this act, except the
tenporary transfer of dogs for hunting purposes or for breeding,
trial, or show, such transfer shall be noted on the record of
the county treasurer and be so reported to the Departnent of

[ Revenue] Agricul ture.

Section 217. The county treasurer shall keep an accurate
record for two years of all license fees, fines and penalties
collected by himor paid over to himby any justice of the
peace, al derman, magistrate, or notary public, and of all noney
received fromthe sale of dogs. Such record shall be a public
record and open to persons interested during business hours.

Li cense fees as hereinbefore provided and all fines shall be

remtted by the county treasurer to the State Treasurer through

t he Departnent of [Revenue] Agriculture on or before the
fifteenth day of each cal endar nonth together with a report in
duplicate of each payor on forns furnished by the Departnent of

[ Revenue] Agricul ture.

Section 301. It shall be the duty of every police officer to
seize and detain any dog which is found running at |arge, either
upon the public streets or highways of the Comronweal th, or upon
the property of other than the owner of such dog, and
unacconpani ed by the owner or keeper. It shall be the privilege
of every police officer to kill any dog which is found running
at large and is deened after due consideration by the police
officer to constitute a threat to the public health and wel fare.
The chief of police or his agents of any city, borough, town and

townshi p, the constable of any borough, and the constable of any
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1 incorporated town or township, shall cause any dog bearing a

2 proper license tag and so seized and detained to be properly

3 kept and fed, and shall cause inmediate notice, either personal
4 or by registered mail, to be given to the person in whose nane

5 the license was procured, or his agent, to claimsuch dog within
6 ten days. The owner of a dog so detained shall pay a penalty of
7 five dollars ($5) to the political subdivision whose police

8 officers nmade such seizures and detention, and all reasonable

9 expenses incurred by reason of its detention to the detaining

10 parties before the dog is returned.

11 If, after ten days fromthe giving of such notice, such dog
12 has not been clainmed, such chief of police, or his agent, or a
13 constable, shall dispose of such dog by sale or by destruction
14 in sone humane manner. No dog so caught and detai ned shall be

15 sold for the purpose of vivisection. Al noneys derived fromthe
16 sale of such dog, after deducting the expenses of its detention,
17 shall be paid to the county treasurer, and by himpaid to the

18 State Treasurer through the Departnment of [Revenue] Agriculture.
19 Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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