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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1468 *5n”

| NTRODUCED BY SHELHAMER, R W WLT, YAHNER, Di CARLO, HOPKI NS
AND WEI DNER, JUNE 12, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE, JUNE 16, 1975
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 28, 1929 (P.L.86, No.97), entitled, as
anended, "An act relating to the grading and sal e of grapes,
pot at oes, appl es and peaches in this Commonweal t h; providing
penal ties for violations; and inposing certain duties upon
the Departnent of Agriculture,” excluding grapes fromthe
provi sions of the act; redefining "closed package"; and
limting the right of agents of the departnent to enter upon
certain prem ses.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title and sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6, act of
March 28, 1929 (P.L.86, No.97), entitled, as anended, "An act
relating to the grading and sal e of grapes, potatoes, apples and
peaches in this Conmonweal th; providing penalties for
vi ol ations; and inposing certain duties upon the Departnent of
Agriculture,” reenacted and anmended May 21, 1943 (P.L. 412,

No. 191), are anended to read:
AN ACT
Rel ating to the grading and sale of [grapes,] potatoes, apples
and peaches in this Commonweal th; providing penalties for

vi ol ations; and inposing certain duties upon the Depart nent
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of Agriculture.

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the term "cl osed
package, " wherever used in this act, shall nmean a basket, box,
bag, or other container the contents of which cannot be

adequately i nspected wi thout opening it except when packaged in

packages of |ess than three pounds net wei ght or twel ve speci nen

and if fifty per cent of each specinen is visible to the

consuner. The ternms "shipnent” or "ship for sale,” wherever used

in this act, shall nean novenent to nmarket in a railroad car,

not or truck, or other nmedium of transportation, but shall not be
construed to include process of delivery to a | ocal warehouse or
shi ppi ng station.

Section 2. The Secretary of Agriculture of the Departnent of
Agriculture of this Comonwealth is hereby authorized and
enpowered, after investigation, to establish and promul gate
of ficial standards of quality for grading and cl assifying
[ grapes,] potatoes, apples and peaches and to change any of them
fromtinme to tinme. The official standards so established and
pronmul gated shall be the sane in their requirenments as the
requi renents of the official standards for correspondi ng grades
of [grapes,] potatoes, apples or peaches as pronul gated from
time to tine by the Secretary of Agriculture of the United
States, which standards are comonly known as "United States
G ades. "

From and after the establishnment of specific grades or
standards of quality as hereinbefore provided [grapes,]
pot at oes, appl es and peaches in cl osed packages shall not be
shipped for sale or thereafter sold or exposed for sale except
by the grades or standards so established: Provided, however,

That [grapes,] potatoes, apples and peaches not graded and
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classified as to quality nay be shipped for sale or sold exposed
for sale as "unclassified,” if so marked in a conspi cuous nmanner
in accordance with rules to be adopted by the Secretary of
Agriculture of the Departnment of Agriculture of this
Commonweal th as herei nafter provided.

Section 3. [Gapes, potatoes,] Potatoes, apples and peaches
in closed packages, if not definitely marked as "uncl assified"
as herei nbefore provided, shall be marked in a plain and
conspi cuous manner with a statenment of (1) the grade, (2) the
contents in cubic neasure or weight, (3) the nane and address of
t he person or associ ati on under whose authority the [grapes,]
pot at oes, appl es or peaches are packed.

In case the marking is changed the person naking the sane
shall cancel the nane and address included in the original
mar ki ng and substitute therefor his own nane and address.

Section 4. (a) No person shall sell, expose for sale, or
transport for sale, [grapes,] potatoes, apples or peaches in
cl osed packages if the package containing them the |abel on
them or any advertising acconpanying them shall bear any
statement, design, or device regarding the [grapes,] potatoes,
appl es or peaches, which shall be false or msleading in any
particul ar.

(b) No person shall sell, expose for sale, or transport for
sale in closed packages, [grapes,] potatoes, apples or peaches
packed in such manner that the face or shown surface shall not
be an average of the contents of the package.

(c) \Wen [grapes,] potatoes, apples or peaches in closed
packages are delivered to a comon carrier for shipnent such
delivery shall be presunptive evidence that the [grapes,]

pot at oes, apples or peaches are intended for sale.
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Section 6. The enforcement of this act shall be vested in
the State Department of Agriculture, and its officers, enployes
and agents are authorized to enter upon the prem ses of any

person within this State [for the purpose of purchasi ng packages

appl es or peaches and securing evidence of violation of this
act; and the Secretary of Agriculture of this Commonwealth is
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5 of grapes,] when he is selling or offering for sal e potatoes,
6

7

8 hereby authorized to make such rules and regul ati ons as may be
9

necessary for enforcing its provisions.
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