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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1444 "

I NTRODUCED BY BARBER, RI CHARDSON, VANN AND CLI VER, JUNE 11, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, JUNE 12, 1975
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," providing for rent
security deposits for recipients.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known
as the "Public Wl fare Code,"” is anended by adding a section to

r ead:

Secti on 408. 1. Rent Security Deposits for Public Assi stance

Reci pi ents. --(a) Whenever a | andlord requires that he be secured

agai nst nonpaynment of rent or for danmges as a condition to

renting or continuing to rent a housi ng acconmbdation to a

reci pient of public assistance, including general assistance and

suppl enental security income recipients including recipients of

suppl enental security income State suppl enents, the depart nent

shall in accordance with regqul ati ons of the departnent, secure

the | andl ord by depositing noney in an escrow account, not under

the control of the |landlord or his agent, subject to the terns
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and conditi ons of an agreenent between the | andl ord and the

departnent in such formas the departnent nmay require or

approve. Except as expressly provided i n subsection (b), it

shal|l be agai nst the public policy of the Cormonweal th, for the

departnent to pay noney to a |landlord to be held as a security

deposit agai nst the nonpaynent of rent or for damages by a

publ i c assi stance recipi ent.

(b)Y When, however, in the judgnent of the departnent, safe

and decent housi ng acconmpdati ons available in a particul ar area

are insufficient to properly acconmodate recipients of public

assi stance in need of housing, and, in order to secure such

housing, it is essential that they pay noney to | andl ords to be

hel d as security deposits agai nst the nonpaynent of rent or for

damages by public assi stance recipients, or to i ssue grants to

reci pients of public assistance therefore, the departnent shal

pay or furnish funds for such security deposits or such other

funds as are necessary to insure a safe, decent and adequate

housi ng supply until sufficient, safe and adequate housi ng

acconmpbdati ons are available in the particular area to properly

acconmbdat e reci pients of public assi stance in need of housing.
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