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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1434 >3

I NTRODUCED BY RHODES, WH TTLESEY, REED, OLI VER, M SCEVI CH,
M E. MLLER JR, GRING LYNCH AND RYAN, JUNE 10, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, JUNE 11, 1975
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 23, 1956 (P.L.1510, No.500), entitled,
as anmended, "An act providing for the prevention and control
of conmuni cabl e and non- comuni cabl e di seases i ncl udi ng
venereal diseases, fixing responsibility for disease
prevention and control, requiring reports of diseases, and
authorizing treatnment of venereal diseases, and providing for
premarital and prenatal blood tests; anending, revising and
consolidating the laws relating thereto; and repealing
certain acts,"” including nmalignant neopl asns and

cardi ovascul ar di seases as reportabl e di seases and further

providing for confidentiality of reports.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Cause (k) of section 2 and section 15, act of
April 23, 1956 (P.L.1510, No.500), known as the "Di sease
Preventi on and Control Law of 1955," are anended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.--

The foll ow ng terns, whenever used in this act, have the
nmeani ngs indicated in this section, except where the context

indicates a clearly different neaning:

* * %

(k) Reportable disease. [(a)] (i) Any comruni cabl e di sease
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decl ared reportable by regulation; [(b)] (ii) malignant

neopl asns_and cardi ovascul ar di seases; (iii) any unusual or

group expression of illness which, in the opinion of the
secretary, may be a public health enmergency; and [(c)] (iv) such
non- communi cabl e di seases and conditions for which the secretary
may aut horize reporting to provide data and information which,
in the opinion of the Advisory Health Board, are needed in order
effectively to carry out those prograns of the departnent
designed to protect and pronote the health of the people of the
Conmmonweal th, or to determine the need for the establishment of
such prograrns.

* %k

Section 15. Confidentiality of Reports and Records.--State
and |l ocal health authorities may not disclose reports of
di seases, any records nmaintained as a result of any action taken
i n consequence of such reports, or any other records naintained
pursuant to this act or any regulations, to any person who is
not a menber of the departnment or of a |ocal board or departnent
of health, except where necessary to carry out the purposes of

this act, however, the nanes, addresses, social security nunbers

or any other nmeans of identifying specific individuals nay not

be disclosed. State and | ocal health authorities may permt the

use only of data contained in disease reports and ot her records,
mai nt ai ned pursuant to this act, or any regulation, for research
pur poses, subject to strict supervision by the health
authorities to insure that the use of the reports and records is
limted to the specific research purposes.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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