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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ection;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comm ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” providing for electronic voting systens.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known
as the "Pennsyl vania El ection Code,"” is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTICLE XI-A

Conmputer El ectronic Voti ng Systens

Section 1101-A. Definitions.--As used in this article:

(1) "Autommtic tabul ati ng equi pnent" neans appar atus whi ch

autonmati cally exam nes and counts votes recorded on paper
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ball ots or ballot cards and tabul ates the results.

(2) "Paper ballot" neans a printed paper ball ot which

conforns in |ayout and format to the el ectronic voting systemin

use.

(3) "Ballot card" neans a tabul ating card on whi ch votes nay

be recorded.

(4) "Ballot |abel"” neans the cards, papers, bookl et, pages

or other material which contain the nanes of offices and

candi dates and statenents of neasures to be voted on and which

are used in conjunction with ball ot cards.

(5) "Ballot" neans ball ot cards or paper ball ots.

(6) "Counting center" neans one or nore | ocations sel ected

by the county board of elections for the automati c counti ng of

bal | ot s.

(7)) "Electronic voting system neans a systemin which a

voting device is used in conjunction with paper ballots or

ball ot cards, so that votes may be recorded and then

subsequently counted and tabul ated by automati c tabul ati ng

equi pnent .

(8) "Voting device" neans an apparatus i n whi ch paper

ball ots or ballot cards are used in connection with either a

punch device for the piercing of ballots by the voter, or a

device for marking ballots with i nk or other substance, or any

other nethod for recording votes on ballots so that the ball ot

may be tabul ated by neans of automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent.

Section 1102-A. Authorization of Electronic Voting Systens

for Use at Polling Places.--Any county may, by a nmajority vote

of its qualified reqgistered el ectors voting thereon cast at any

prinmary or election, authorize and direct the use of an

el ectronic voting systemfor regi stering or recordi ng and
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conputing the vote at all elections and prinmaries held at

polling places in such county.

Section 1103-A. Pl aci ng the Question on the Ballot; Election

Thereon.--(a) The county el ecti on board nmay, upon their own

notion, submt to the qualified regi stered el ectors of the

county, at any prinmary or election, the guestion "Shall an

el ectronic voting system be used at polling places in the county

(b)Y The county el ection board, upon the filing of a petition

with them signed by qualified regi stered el ectors of the county,

equal in nunber to at | east one per centum of the total nunber

of electors who voted in said county, at the precedi ng gener al

or nuni cipal election, but in no case |less than fifty, shall, at

the next prinmary or election, occurring at | east sixty days

thereafter, submt to the qualified reqgistered el ectors of such

county, the question "Shall an el ectronic voting system be used

at polling places in the county of .................... "

(c) The county board shall cause the said guestion to be

submtted at the primary or el ection, in accordance with the

provisions of this act relating to el ecti ons.

(d) The election on said question shall be held at the

pl aces, during the hours, and under the requl ati ons, provi ded by

| aw for holding primary and el ecti ons, and shall be conducted by

the el ection officers provided by | aw to conduct such el ecti ons.

The el ection officers shall count the votes cast at the

el ecti ons on said question, and shall nmke return thereof to the

county el ection board of the county, as required by |law. Said

returns shall be conputed by the county el ecti on board, or other

return board, and, when so conputed, a certificate of the total

nunber of electors voting "Yes" and of the total nunber of
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el ectors voting "No" on such question shall be filed in the

office of the county el ecti on board, and copi es thereof,

certified by the county el ection board, shall forthwith be

furni shed to the Secretary of the Commobnwealth, and to the

county conmi Sssioners or other appropriating authority.

(e) |If a mpjority of the electors of any county, voting on

such question, shall vote agai nst the adopti on of an el ectronic

voting system the question shall not again be subnmtted to the

voters of such county within a period of one hundred three

(f) Wienever, under the provisions of this section, the

questi on of the adoption of an electronic voting systemis about

to be submtted to the electors of any county, it shall be the

duty of the county conmni ssioners, or other authority which

| evies taxes for county purposes in such county, to ascertain

whet her current funds will be available to pay for said system

i f adopted and purchased, or whether they have power to increase

t he i ndebt edness of the county in an anpunt sufficient to pay

for such system w thout the consent of the electors and if such

current funds will not be avail able and the power to increase

t he i ndebt edness of the county in a sufficient anpbunt w t hout

the consent of the electors is lacking, it shall be the duty of

the county conmi ssioners, or other authority aforesaid, to

submt to the electors of the county, in the manner provi ded by

law, at the sane prinmary or election at which the adopti on of an

el ectronic voting systemis to be voted on, the questi on whet her

t he i ndebt edness of such county shall be increased, in an anount

specified by them sufficient to pay for such system if

Secti on 1104-A. Install ati on of El ectroni c Voti ng Systens. - -
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(a) If a mpjority of the qualified reqgistered el ectors voti ng on

the question shall vote in the affirmative, the county el ecti on

board of the said county shall purchase, or | ease, an el ectronic

voting system of a kind approved by the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th, as herei nafter provided.

(b)Y |If the question herei nbefore provided shall have been

submtted to the qualified reqgi stered el ectors of the county,

and the majority of the el ectors voting thereon shall have voted

favorably thereon, and if the county el ecti on board shall not,

wi thin one year, have executed their contract or contracts

providing for the purchase or | ease of an el ectroni c voting

system for use at the next general, nunicipal or prinary

el ection, occurring at | east one year and sixty days after the

referendum then the Secretary of the Commpbnweal th shal

forthwith, in witing, notify the said county el ecti on board

that, after the expiration of thirty days, he, under the

authority of this act, on behalf of the said county, will award,

make and execute such contract or contracts, unless the said

county el ecti on board neanwhil e shall have nmade and execut ed

(c) |If, upon the expiration of said thirty days, the county

el ection board still shall not have nade and executed the

contract or contracts providing for the purchase or | ease of an

el ectronic voting systemas aforesaid, the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th, on behalf of the said county and upon the approval

of the Attorney General as to form shall thereupon award, nake,

and execute a contract or contracts for the purchase or | ease of

an el ectronic voting system approved as required by this act,

for each election district within such county, and the cost of

such system including the preparati on and printi ng of
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1 specifications and all other necessary expense incidental

2 thereto, shall be the debt of the said county, and, upon the

3 certificate of the Secretary of the Conmobnwealth, it shall be

4 the duty of the controller, if any, to allow, and of the

5 treasurer of the county to pay, the sumout of any appropriation
6 available therefor, or out of the first unappropriated noneys

7 that cone into the treasury of the county.

8 (d) Any county may, by a majority vote of its qualified

9 registered electors cast at any prinmary or election held not

10 earlier than one hundred three weeks after they have voted to

11 adopt such electronic voting system direct the discontinuance
12 of the use of such systemat elections and prinmaries held in

13 such county. The question for the discontinuance of the use of
14 such systemshall be submitted to the voters, subject to the

15 sane requirenents as to resolution or petition and signatures

16 thereon, as is required for the subm ssion of the question on

17 the authorization of the use of such electronic voting system
18 Such question for discontinuance nust be submtted to the

19 qualified registered electors of the county which voted on the
20 question of the adoption of such system
21 Such _question as to the discontinuance of the use of an
22 electronic voting systemshall be submitted in the follow ng
23 form
24 "Shall the use of an electronic voting system be continued in
25 the county of ......... .. .. . .. . ... ?"
26 Section 1105-A. Exam nation and Approval of Electronic
27 Voting Systens by the Secretary of the Commobnweal th.--(a) Any
28 person or corporation owning, manufacturing or selling, or being
29 interested in the manufacture or sale of, any electronic voting

30 system may request the Secretary of the Commonweal th to exam ne
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such system Any ten or nore persons, being qualified reqgistered

electors of this Commpbnweal th, may, at any tine, request the

Secretary of the Commpbnweal th to reexani ne any el ectroni c voting

system t heret of ore exanm ned and approved by him Before any such

exan nati on or reexani nation, the person, persons, or

corporation, requesting such exam nati on or reexan nati on, shal

pay to the Treasurer of the Commpbnweal th an exani nati on fee of

four hundred fifty dollars ($450). The Secretary of the

Commpnweal th may, at any tine, in his discretion, reexani ne any

such system

(b)Y The Secretary of the Commopnweal th shall thereupon

requi re such el ectronic voting systemto be exan ned or

reexam ned by three exam ners, whom he shall appoint for the

pur pose, of whom one shall be an expert in patent | aw, and the

other two shall be experts in electronic conputer systens, and

shall require of thema witten report on such system attested

by their signatures; and the Secretary of the Commonweal th

hi nsel f shall exam ne the el ectronic voting system and shal

make and file in his office, together with the reports of the

exanm ners appointed by him his own report, attested by his

signature and the seal of his office, stating whether, in his

opinion and in consideration of the reports of the exani ners

aforesaid, the kind of system so exanm ned can be safely used by

electors at elections and primaries, as provided in this act. |If

this report states that the system can be so used, such system

shal|l be deened approved, and nay be adopted for use at

prinmari es and el ecti ons, as herein provided.

(c) No kind of an el ectronic voting system not so approved

shall be used at any primary or election, and if, upon the

reexam nati on of any such system previ ously approved, it shal
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1 appear that the system so reexani ned can no | onger be safely

2 wused by electors at prinmaries and elections as provided in this
3 act, the approval of the sane shall forthwith be revoked by the
4 Secretary of the Conmmonwealth, and no such electronic voting

5 systemshall thereafter be purchased for use in this

6 Commonweal t h.

7 (d) Wen an electronic voting system has been so approved,

8 no inprovenent or change that does not inpair its accuracy,

9 efficiency or capacity, shall render necessary a reexam nation
10 or reapproval of such system or of its Kkind.

11 (e) Neither the Secretary of the Commonweal th, nor any

12 exam ner appointed by himfor the purpose prescribed by this

13 section, nor any nenber of a county election board shall have
14 any pecuniary interest in any electronic voting system or the
15 nmanufacture or sale thereof.

16 (f) Each exam ner appoi nted hereunder shall receive a

17 conpensation of one hundred fifty dollars ($150) for each

18 different type of electronic voting system exanm ned by him

19 Section 1106-A. Experinental Use of Electronic Voting
20 Systens.--The county board of elections of any county nmay
21 provide for experinental use at any primary or election in one
22 or _nore election districts of said county, of an electronic
23 voting system and the use of such systemshall be as valid for
24 all purposes as if the electronic voting system had been adopt ed
25 in_accordance with the provisions of this act.
26 Section 1107-A. Requirenents of Electronic Voting Systens.--
27 No electronic voting systemshall, upon any exanm nation or
28 reexanination, be approved by the Secretary of the Commobnwealth,
29 or by any exam ner appointed by him unless it shall, at the

30 tine, satisfy the foll owi ng requirenents:
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(1) Provide for voting in secrecy, except in the case of

voters who have recei ved assi stance as provi ded by | aw.

(2) Pernit each voter, at other than prinary el ections, to

vote a straight political party ticket by one nmark or punch and,

by one nmark or punch, to vote for all the candi dates of one

political party for Presidential electors, and by one mark or

punch, to vote for all the candi dates of one political party for

every office to be voted for, and every such mark or punch shal

be equi val ent to and be counted as a vote for every candi date of

a political party so nmarked, including its candi dates for

Presi dential el ectors, except those offices to which the voter

has i ndi cated by mark or punch a choice for individual

candi dates of the sane or another political party or political

body in any office block, in which case the automati c tabul ati ng

equi pnent shall credit the vote only for the candi dates thus

i ndi vidually marked or punched, notw thstandi ng the fact that

the voter has nade a mark or punch for a strai ght political

party ticket, and even though in the case of an office for which

nore than one candidate is to be voted for, the voter has not

mar ked or punched for such office the full nunber of candi dates

for which he is entitled to vote.

(3) Pernit each voter to vote, at any el ection or prinary,

for all persons and offices for whomand for which he is

lawfully entitled to vote, whether or not the nanme of such

person appears upon a ball ot | abel as a candidate for noni nation

or election, and to vote for as nmany persons for an office as he

is entitled to vote for, and to vote for or against any question

upon which he is entitled to vote, and the automatic tabul ati ng

equi pnent shall reject choices recorded on his ballot if the

nunber of choi ces exceeds the nunber for which he is entitled to
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(4) Pernit each voter, at other than prinary el ections, to

vote for the nonm nees of one or nore parties and for independent

candi dat es.

(5) Pernit each voter to vote for candidates in the prinary

of the political party of his choice, and reject any votes cast

f or candi dates of another party.

(6) Prevent the voter fromvoting for the sane person nore

than once for the sane office.

(7)) Be suitably designed for the purpose used, of durable

construction, and nmay be used safely, efficiently and accurately

in the conduct of el ections and counting ball ots.

(8) When properly operated, record correctly and count

accurately every vote cast.

(9) If the systemis designed to provide autonatic

tabul ation at a polling pl ace:

(i) It shall provide facilities for rejecting the vote for

an office if the voter has voted for npbre persons for any office

than he is entitled to vote for, or for any questions that the

voter has voted on nore than once.

(ii) It shall have a counter, or other device, which is

visible fromthe outside of the machi ne, which shall show during

any period of operation the total nunber of ballots entered for

t abul ati on.

(iii) It shall be provided with a | ock, or | ocks or other

seal i ng provision by which, immedi ately after the tabul ati on

operation is conpleted, all novenent of the registering

mechani smis absol utely prevented.

(iv) It shall be so constructed that a voter, or the

district election board may readily enter the ball ot cards for

19750H1130B1298 - 10 -
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t abul ati on.

(v) It shall be safely transportabl e.

(vi) It shall be so constructed and controlled that, during

the progress of voting, it shall preclude every person from

seei ng or knowi ng the nunber of votes registered for any

candi date, or questions: and it shall preclude every person from

tanpering with any of the reqgi steri ng nechani sm

(vii) It shall be equi pped with nechanismfor printing

return sheets upon which shall be inprinted the cunul ati ve t ot al

nunber of voters whose ball ot cards have been tabul ated; the

cunul ati ve total nunber of votes cast for each candi date whose

nanme appears on the ballot; and the cunul ati ve total nunber of

votes cast for, or against, any neasure appearing on the ball ot.

(viii) It shall be equi pped with nechanismfor printing zero

(000) proof sheets upon which shall be inprinted the code and

identificati on nunber of each candi date, each neasure, and the

ball ots cast counter to verify that the counti ng mechani sm for

each candi date, each neasure, and the ballots cast counter is

set at zero (000).

(ix) It shall provide for delivery of voted and count ed

ball ots and test ballots to a central counting center for a

verification count as provided in section 1112-A: provi ded

further that said counting center nay be avail able to tabul ate

ballots in the event of a nalfunction of the autonatic

t abul ati ng equi pnent at the polls; or for delivery of voted and

counted ballots and test ballots, under proper seal, to the

county board of el ections when maki ng the official election

returns.

Section 1108-A. Fornms.--(a) Ballot |abels used in

conjunction with ballot cards shall, as far as practi cabl e, be

19750H1130B1298 - 11 -
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in the sane order or arrangenent as provided for paper ballots

or voting nachi ne ballots, except that such i nformati on may be

printed in vertical colums or in a nunber of separate pages

whi ch are placed on the voti ng devi ce.

The pages pl aced on the voting device may be of sufficient

nunber to include, following the listing of particul ar

candi dates, the nanes of candi dates for any nonparti san offices

and any neasures for which a voter nmay be qualified to vote on a

gi ven el ection day, provided further that for nunicipal, general

or special elections, the first ball ot page shall list in the

order that such political parties are entitled to priority on

the ballot, the nanes of such political parties with designating

arrows so as to indicate the voting square or position on the

ball ot card where the voter may insert by one mark or punch the

straight party ticket of his choice.

In a prinmary el ection the pages pl aced on the voti ng devi ce

may be arranged with the entire ball ot | abel consisting of

several groups of pages, so that a separate group can be used to

li st the nanes of candi dates seeki ng nonmi nati on of each

qualified political party, with additi onal groups used to |i st

any nonparti san offices or neasures. G oups of pages nay be

identified by color or other suitable neans, and voters shall be

instructed to vote only for candidates of the party of their

choi ce and thereafter to vote for any nonparti san candi dates or

neasur es.

(b) Ballot |abels shall be printed in plain clear type in

bl ack i nk, of such size and arrangenent as to fit the

construction of the voting device; and they shall be printed on

clear white material or on material of different colors to

identify different ballots or parts of the ballot and in prinary
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elections to identify each political party.

(c) In all ballot |abels the titles of offices and the nanes

of candidates shall in all elections and prinaries be arranged

in vertical colums or in a series of separate pages. The office

titles shall be printed above or at the side of the nanes of

candi dates so as to indicate clearly the candi dates for each

office and the nunber to be elected. Al candi dates for one

office shall be grouped on one page. In case there are nore

candi dates for an office than can be printed in one colunn or on

one ball ot page, the ballot | abel shall be clearly nmarked that

the list of candidates is conti nued on the foll owing col unm or

page, and so far as possi ble, the same nunber of nanmes shall be

pri nted on each colum or page. In partisan el ections the party

desi gnati on of each candi date shall be printed to the right or

bel ow t he candi date's nane. Arrows may be used to indicate the

pl ace to vote for each candi date and on each neasure.

(d) |In partisan elections the ballot cards shall include a

voting square or position whereby the voter nmay by one punch

record a straight party ticket vote for all the candi dates of

one party or may vote a split ticket for the candi dates of his

(e) In primary el ections, the Secretary of the Commonweal th

shall choose a color for each party eligible to have candi dat es

on the ball ot and a separate col or for i ndependent voters. The

bal |l ot cards or paper ball ots and ball ot pages shall be printed

on card or paper stock of the color of the party of the voter

and the appropriate party affiliation or i ndependent status

shall be printed on the ballot card or at the top of the paper

ball ot and on the ball ot pages.

(f) Ballot cards shall be of the size, design and stock
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suitable for processing by automati ¢ data processi ng nachi nes.

Each ball ot card shall have an attached serially nunbered

perforated stub, which shall be renoved by an el ecti on offi cer

before it is deposited in the ball ot box. The nane of the

county, the words "official ballot," and a facsimle of the

signature of the nenbers of the county board shall be printed on

the ball ot card stub.

(g) Sanple ballots, which shall be facsinile copies of the

official ballot or ballot |abels, shall be provi ded and posted

in each polling place on election day as required by | aw. Sanpl e

ball ots nay be printed on a single page or on a nunber of pages

st apl ed toget her.

(h) In primaries and el ections in which voters are

aut hori zed to vote for persons whose nanes do not appear on the

ballot, a separate wite-in ballot, which nay be in the form of

a paper ballot, card or envelope in which the voter places his

ball ot card after voting, shall be provided to permt voters to

wite inthe title of the office and the nane of the person or

persons for whom he wi shes to vote.

Section 1109-A. Polling Places; Supplies.--(a) Prior to any

election or primary at which el ectronic voting devices are used,

the county board shall have the voting devices, voting booths,

ball ots, ball ot boxes, ballot |abels, ballot cards, wite-in

bal |l ots and such other records and supplies as required:

Provided, that in the event the el ectronic voting systemis of

the type that provides for vote tabulation at the polling pl ace,

the county board shall deliver, at | east one hour before the

tine set for the opening of the polls at each prinary or

el ecti on, such vote tabul ator and shall position the sane for

proper use. \Wher eupon, such tabul ator shall remain | ocked and
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seal ed until the exam nation and tests of sanple ball ot cards

i medi ately preceding its use, as prescribed by this act:

provided further, that prior to the delivery of the autonatic

vote tabulator to the polling place the county el ecti on board

shall make a certificate stating:

(1) The identifying nunber and el ection district designation

of the tabul ator;

(2) That the tabul ator has been correctly set up and

instructed for the particular election district designated;

(3) That the automatic vote tabul ator was tested to

ascertain that it will accurately count the votes cast for al

offices and all neasures;

(4) That the offices and neasures correspond in all respects

with the ball ot | abels assigned to such particul ar el ecti on

(5) That the nechanismfor printing the return sheets is

functioning correctly; and

(6) The nunber on the seal with which the tabulator is

seal ed.

(b) Unless the voting device enables the voter to mark his

choices in secret, the county board shall provide voti ng booths

for each voting district, which shall be of a size and design so

as to enable the voter to mark his ballot in secret. The board

shall determ ne the nunber of voting devices and voti ng boot hs

to be provided.

Section 1110-A. Preparati on; Voting Instructions.--(a) The

district election board shall arrive at the polling place thirty

m nutes before the opening of the polls, open the voting

devi ces, and exanmine themto see that they are in proper working

order. They shall open and check the ballots, supplies, records
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and forns, and post the sanple ballots and instruction to

voters.

(b)Y Each voter shall be instructed how to operate the voting

devi ce before he enters the voting booth. If any voter, after

entering the voti ng nachi ne booth and before the cl osi ng of such

booth, shall ask for further instructi ons concerni ng the nanner

of voting, any one of the election officers may gi ve hi m such

i nstructi ons, but no person giving a voter such instructions

shall in any nmanner request, suggest or seek to persuade or

i nduce any such elector to vote any particular ticket or for any

particul ar candi date or for or agai nst any particul ar questi on.

After giving such instructions, and before the el ector cl oses

the booth or votes, the election officer shall retire, and the

el ector shall forthwith vote.

(c) Any voter who spoils his paper ballot or ballot card nay

return it and secure another. The word "spoil ed" shall be

witten across the face of the ballot and it shall be placed in

t he envel ope for spoil ed ball ots.

(d) After the voter has nmarked his paper ball ot or ball ot

card, he shall place the ballot inside the envel ope provi ded for

this purpose and return it to the el ection officer, who shal

renove the stub and deposit the envel ope with the ball ot inside

the ball ot box. No ballot card fromwhich the stub has been

det ached shall be accepted by the election officer in charge of

the ball ot box, but it shall be nmarked "spoil ed" and pl aced with

the spoil ed ball ot cards.

(e) As soon as the polls have been cl osed and the | ast

qualified voter has voted, all unused ballots shall be placed in

a container and sealed for return to the county board. The

bal | ot box shall be opened, and any ballots containing wite-in
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votes shall be separated, counted, and tabul ated on a standard

formprovided for this purpose. |If the voter has cast nobre votes

for an office than he is entitled to vote for that office as a

result of the wite-in vote, the entire vote cast for that

office shall be declared void, and shall not be counted. Any

such ballots shall be returned with the reporting formfor

wite-in vote tabulation with proper notation to the el ecti on

board at the counting center to disregard all votes cast for

such office on such ballot card, and placed in the ball ot

container with all other voted ballots for delivery to the

counting center, and the voting devices shall be placed in their

containers for returning to the county board.

(f) The election officers shall prepare a report of the

nunber of voters who have voted, as indicated by the poll |ist,

and shall place the original copy of this report in the ball ot

container for delivery to the counting center, which shall then

be seal ed so that no additi onal ballots nay be deposited or

renoved. The duplicate copy of this report shall be returned to

the el ection board with other records. The judge of el ecti on and

mnority inspector shall forthwith deliver the ball ot contai ner

to the counting center or other designated place. The county

board nay provide that the ballots shall be picked up at the

polling places by two authori zed el ecti on deputi es of opposite

Section 1111-A. Voting; Returns.--(a) Prior to the start of

the counting of the ballots, the board of el ections shall have

the automati c tabul ati ng equi pnent tested to ascertain that it

will accurately count the votes cast for all offices and al

measures. Public notice of the tinme and pl ace of the test shal

be given at | east forty-eight hours prior to it by publication
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once in one or nore daily or weekly newspaper published in the

county, city or jurisdiction where the equipnent is used, if a

newspaper i s published there, otherwi se in a newspaper of

general circul ation there. The test shall be conducted by

processi ng a preaudited group of paper ballots or ballot cards

on which are recorded a predeterm ned nunber of valid votes for

each candi date and on each neasure and shall include for each

office one or nore ball ots which have votes in excess of the

nunber allowed by law in order to test the ability of the

autonati c tabul ati ng equi pnent to reject such votes. |In such

test a different nunber of valid votes shall be assigned to each

candi date for an office, and for and agai nst each neasure. |f

any error is detected, the cause of it shall be ascertai ned and

corrected and an errorl ess count shall be nmade and certified to

by the board before the count is started. The tabul ati ng

equi pnent shall pass the sane test at the concl usi on of the

count before the election returns are approved as official. On

conpl etion of the count, the prograns, test materials, and

ball ots shall be sealed and retai ned as provi ded for paper

bal | ot s.

(b)Y Al proceedings at the counting center shall be under

the direction of the county board or persons designated by it

and shall be conducted under the observati on of the public, but

no persons except those authorized for the purpose shall touch

any ballot or ballot card or return. All persons who are engaged

in processi ng and counting of the ballots shall be deputi zed and

take an oath that they will faithfully performtheir assi gned

duti es.

Each political party or political body represented on the

bal |l ot nay have one technically qualified person, authorized by
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the county chai rnan, and deputi zed by the county board present

during the testing of equi pnent and actual counting of the

ball ots. Such persons shall be all owed to nake i ndependent tests

of the equi pnent prior to, during, and foll owi ng the vote count;

however, such testing shall in no way interfere with the

official tabulation of the ballots. In addition, each political

party or political body shall be entitled to have watchers at

the counting center in sufficient nunber, to be deterni ned by

the board, as to permt accurate observance of the receipt,

handl i ng, duplication, and processing of all ballots.

If any ballot is damaged or defective so that it cannot

properly be counted by the automati c tabul ati ng equi pnent, a

true duplicate copy shall be nmade and substituted for the

damaged ballot. Al duplicate ballots shall be clearly | abel ed

"duplicate," and shall bear a serial nunber which shall be

recorded on the damaged or defective ballot. The el ecti on board

may prior to the conduct of the official count conduct an

unofficial count in order to provide early unofficial returns to

t he publi c.

(c) The return printed by the automati c tabul ati ng

equi pnent, to which have been added wite-in and absentee votes,

shall, when certified by the el ection board constitute the

official return of each voting district. This board may from

tinme to tinme rel ease unofficial returns. Upon conpl etion of the

count, the official returns shall be open to the public.

(d) If for any reason it becones inpracticable to count al

or a part of the ballots with tabul ati ng equi pnent, the board

may direct that they be counted manually, following as far as

practi cabl e the provi sions governi ng the counti ng of paper
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1 (e) The election board nmay report the progress of the count
2 for each candidate during the actual counting of ballots after

3 the polls are closed.

4 (f) Notw thstanding the foregoing provisions of this

5 section, nothing contained in this section shall prevent

6 counties wherein autonmatic vote tabulating equi pnent is used at
7 polling places, fromgenerating the returns fromeach el ection
8 district for input into a centralized counting system

9 Section 1112-A. Absentee Ballots.--Absentee votes nmay be

10 cast on paper ballots or ballot cards, or both nethods nmay be
11 used. Such ballots shall first be counted for wite-in votes by
12 the election officers provided in accordance with subsection (e)
13 of section 1110-A of this act and then either hand-counted or

14 automatically counted on the el ectronic system whichever is

15 nost convenient. Such ballots nmay be counted at the counting

16 center. A true copy of absentee paper ballots nmay be nade on

17 ballot cards, which after being duly verified in the presence of
18 w tnesses, shall be counted in the sane manner as ot her ball ot
19 cards. These true copies nmay be nmade no earlier than the opening
20 of the polls on election day. Counting of absentee ballots or
21 the true copies may begin no earlier than the tine set forth in
22 this act for the closing of the polls.
23 Section 1113-A. Ballots and Ballot Labels; D spositions.--
24 Upon conpletion of the count, all ballot cards, absentee
25 ballots, wite-in ballots and paper ballots shall be securely
26 packaged, suitably | abeled and sealed, and delivered to the
27 election board. The board shall likew se package and seal a true
28 copy of the ballot [abel used in each voting district.
29 Thereafter these packages are to be retained and di sposed of in

30 the sane manner as ballots and related materi als are di sposed of
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under the provisions of this act.

The board shall |i kew se package and retain all tabul ating

cards and other nmaterials used in the programm ng of the

autonati c tabul ati ng equi pnent but nmay have access to these

tabul ati ng cards and other materials. It shall not alter or nmake

changes to these materials, but may nmake copies of them and nake

changes to the copies. Wthin twelve nonths after the el ection

in which they were used, the board nmay di spose of these

materials or not, as it sees fit.

Section 1114-A. Statistical Sanple.--The county board of

el ections, as part of the conputati on and canvass of returns,

shal|l conduct a statistical recount of a random sanpl e of

ball ots after each el ecti on usi ng manual, nechani cal or

el ectronic devices of a type different than those used for the

specific election. The sanple shall include at | east two per

centum of the votes cast or two thousand (2, 000) votes whi chever

is the | esser.

Section 1115-A. Recounts. --Shoul d a recount of votes be

ordered as provided by |law, the ballots shall be recounted in

accordance with the provisions of Article XVII of this act.

Manual nechani cal or el ectronic nethods may be used as

deterni ned by the county board.

Section 1116-A. Construction.--The provisions of this

article shall constitute an additi onal nethod of voting and al

provi sions of this act shall be construed to be in full force

and effect unless inconsistent with the provisions of this

article.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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