PRINTER S NO. 942

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 839  *un”

I NTRODUCED BY FI SHER, CAPUTO, CESSAR, ZORD AND MRKON C
MARCH 18, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 19, 1975
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 31, 1860 (P.L.427, No.375), entitled

"An act to Consolidate, Revise and Amend the Laws of this

Commonweal th relating to Penal Proceedi ngs and Pl eadi ngs, "

permtting a joint trial of certain defendants in the

di scretion of the court.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 40, act of March 31, 1860 (P.L. 427,

No. 375), entitled "An act to Consolidate, Revise and Amend the
Laws of this Conmonwealth relating to Penal Proceedi ngs and
Pl eadi ngs, " is anended to read:

Section 40. 1In all cases in which two or nore persons are
jointly indicted for any offence, it shall be in the discretion
of the court to try themjointly or severally, [except that in
cases of felonious hom cide, the parties charged shall have the
right to demand separate trials;] and in all cases of joint
trials, the accused shall have the right to the sane nunber of

perenptory chall enges to which either would be entitled if

separately tried, and no nore.



1 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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