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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 303  *un”

| NTRODUCED BY W LSON, SCHM TT, RENNINGER, M E. M LLER WRI GHT,
BURNS, CESSAR, KNEPPER AND ZORD, FEBRUARY 10, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 10, 1975
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AN ACT
Providing for the public disclosure of inconme by all public
officials and candi dates for elective office and enpl oyees;
defining certain ternms; regulating the tinme and manner of
filing such disclosures; inposing certain powers and duties
on certain public admnistrative officers; and providing
penal ti es.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short Title.--This act shall be known and may be
cited as the "Public Oficial D sclosure Act."
Section 2. Definitions.--Unless the context clearly
i ndi cates otherwi se, the followi ng words and terns when used
herein shall have the respective neanings defined as follows:
"Admi nistrative officer” neans: (i) the Secretary of the
Commonweal th in the case of disclosure statenments to be filed by
of ficers and candi dates for elective office or enployees of the
Executive Departnment of the Commonweal th or any agency thereof;
(i1i) the State Court Admi nistrator in the case of nenbers and

candi dates for elective office and enpl oyees of the judicial

branch of the Commonweal th, including justices, judges, district
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justices and justices of the peace; (iii) the Chief Cerk of the
House of Representatives in the case of nmenbers and candi dates
for the office of nmenber, officers and enpl oyees of the House of
Representatives, (iv) the Secretary of the Senate in the case of
menbers and candi dates for the office of nmenber, officers and
enpl oyees of the Senate and joint |egislative agencies, and (V)
the prothonotary of the court of common pleas in the case of

of ficers and enpl oyees of local political subdivisions or
agenci es thereof.

"Agency" means any departnent, agency, comnm ssion, board,
commttee, authority, instrunmentality or other |legal entity
which is created by or under the Constitution or |aws of the
Commonweal th or by executive order, including |ocal political
subdi vi si ons or agenci es.

"I ncone"” nmeans the reception of any thing of econom c val ue,
however designated, which is paid, |oaned, granted, given,
donated or transferred or to be paid, |oaned, granted, given,
donated or transferred to any public official.

"Joint |egislative agency” neans any agency of the
Legi sl ature operated jointly by the Senate and House of
Representatives for the benefit of the General Assenbly
including but not limted to the Joint State Governnent
Commi ssion, the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee, the
Local Government Comm ssion, the Joint Legislative Data
Processing Conmittee, the Legislative Reference Bureau and the
Joint Legislative Air and Water Pollution Control and
Conservation Comittee.

"Public official"™ nmeans any el ected or appointed officer of
t he Comonweal th wi thout regard to conpensation paid by the

Commonweal th for his services and any candi date for an el ective
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of fice, including any nmenber of the General Assenbly, any nenber
of an agency, any justice, judge, district justice or justice of
the peace; it shall also nmean any el ected or appointed officer
of any local political subdivision or agency thereof w thout
regard to conpensation paid; it shall also nmean any enpl oyee of
t he Executive Departnent, or any agency, the judicial system or
the General Assenbly, or any local political subdivision or
agency thereof, whose annual gross incone is $10,000 or nore.

"Thi ng of econom c val ue" neans noney in excess of $50 or
ot her thing of econom c value in excess of $50 except for gifts
received froma spouse or person related by blood or narriage.
It shall include, without Iimting the generality of the
f or egoi ng:

(1) any loan, except (A a bona fide |oan made by a duly
Iicensed or authorized lending institution at the prevailing
rate of interest and (B) |oans by and between spouses or persons
rel ated by bl ood or narriage;

(ii) any property interest, interest in a contract,
mer chandi se, service and enpl oynent or other arrangenent
involving the right to conpensation or incong;

(tii) any option to obtain a thing of econom c val ue,
irrespective of the conditions to the exercise of such option;

(iv) any fee or other honorarium not representing
rei nmbursenent of expenses actually incurred, received for or in
connection with (A) the preparation or delivery of any speech or
address, or (B) attendance at any convention or other assenbly
of individuals;

(v) any prom se or undertaking for present or future
delivery of a thing of economc value. In the case of an option,

prom se or undertaking, the time of receipt of the thing of
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econoni ¢ val ue shall be deened to be, respectively, the tine the
right to the option beconmes fixed, regardless of the conditions
to its exercise, and the time when the prom se or undertaking is
made, regardless of the conditions of its performance.

Section 3. Tine and Place of Filing.--(a) As a condition of
entering upon or continuing in office every public official
shall file with the proper adm nistrative officer a sworn
witten statenent. This statenment shall be filed within 30 days
after the effective date of this act and on or before February 1
of each year thereafter. In the case of a candidate for elective
office, this statenent shall be filed on or before the final
date for filing candi dacy, or equivalent, in the year of such
candi dacy.

(b) Enployees of joint legislative agencies shall file
dupl i cate copies of disclosure statenents with the Chief Cerk
of the House of Representatives.

Section 4. Contents of Statenent.--(a) The sworn witten
statement required by this act shall disclose the foll ow ng:

(1) Title, nane, and address of the public official.

(2) Public official's occupation, profession or enploynent,
together with the name and address of his firmor enterprise, if
sel f-enpl oyed, or if enployed by anot her person, the nanme and
address of such enployer: Provided, That if said official has
nore than one occupation, profession or enploynent, all shall be
listed: And provided further, That if public office constitutes
said official's only occupation, profession or enploynent, only
that fact need be |isted.

(3) Each financial interest, direct or indirect, of hinself,
hi s spouse, and his unemanci pated m nor children in any

corporation, partnership, firm association, institution, trust
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or other legal entity engaged in business for profit, including
the nane of the entity in which the interest is held and the
type of interest held as of the end of the precedi ng cal endar
year, provided, however, that checking and savings accounts and
certificates of deposit shall not be considered a financial
interest for the purposes of this clause.

(4) Every office and directorship held by him his spouse or
hi s unemanci pated minor children in any corporation,
partnership, firm association, institution, trust or other
| egal entity engaged in business for profit, including the name
of such legal entity in which the office or directorship is held
as of the end of the preceding cal endar year.

(5) The disclosure of each source of incone by profession,
busi ness, occupation or other general category received during
t he precedi ng cal endar year other than that conpensation,
rei nbursenent of expenses, or thing of econom c val ue received
as a public official, or political contribution for which an
accounting is required by and is made pursuant to el ection |aws:
Provi ded, however, That nothing in this clause (5) shall require
t he di scl osure of the amount of incone received from such
sour ces.

(6) As to each disclosure under clauses (2) to (5) herein,
the public official shall disclose whether the respective
position, interest or source of incone involves doing business
with, or representation of others in appearances before, any
agency of the Conmonweal th, and shall state which agenci es of
t he Conmonweal th are involved in such business or
representation

(b) Sixty days after the effective date of this act and

March 1 of each year thereafter, or, in the case of a candidate
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for elective office, within 1 nonth of the filing of the

di scl osure statenent required to be filed, the adm nistrative
of ficers shall make the disclosure statenments required to be
filed by this act, accessible to public exam nation and
publ i cati on.

Section 5. Printed Copies of Law, Certifications.--The
adm ni strative officers shall have printed copies of this act
avai l able for all public officials and give the same w t hout
charge to each public official on the day the public official is
sworn in and assunes his duties of office or commences
enpl oynent .

Section 6. Failure to File; Procedure.--(a) In the event
that any public official fails to file such sworn discl osure
statement within the tine prescribed by this act or in the event
such statenent is filed, but the statement is inconplete, the
adm nistrative officer shall within 30 days notify such public
official in witing of such failure to file or that such
statement is inconplete. The public official shall have 30 days
fromrecei pt of such notification to file or conplete his
st at enent .

(b) In case any public official shall wilfully fail to file
or conplete the sworn witten statenment required by this act,
the adm nistrative officer shall in not |ess than 30 days nor
nore than 60 days after such witten notification petition the
appropriate court for a rule upon such public official to show
cause why his office should not be declared vacant. Such rule
shal | be made returnable not |less than 2 weeks fromits date of
i ssue. Upon hearing and proof that the public official has
wilfully failed to file or conplete such sworn witten statenent

the court shall declare the office vacant. Petitions by the
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Secretary of the Commonweal th, the Chief Cerk of the House of
Representatives, the State Court Admi nistrator and the Secretary
of the Senate shall be filed in the Commonweal th Court.

Petitions filed by the prothonotary of the court of common pl eas

judicial district.

1

2

3

4

5 shall be filed in the court of common pleas of the applicable
6

7 Section 7. Effective Date.--This act shall take effect

8

i mredi ately.
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