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AN ACT
Relating to certification of teachers IN THE PUBLI C SCHOCOLS OF
THE COVMONWEALTH and creating a Professional Standards and
Practi ces Conmi ssion.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Definitions.--Wen used in this act, the
foll owi ng words and phrases shall have the foll ow ng nmeani ngs:
(1) "Teacher" shall nmean any person who holds a valid
Pennsyl vani a teaching certificate.
(2) "Teach" shall mean to engage in the practice of teaching
IN THE PUBLI C SCHOOLS OF THE COVMONWEALTH or to provide rel ated

educational specialist, adm nistrative or supervisory services

I N SUCH SCHOCLS.
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thetr—egutval-ents—
4> (3) "Comm ssion" shall nean the Professional Standards
and Practices Comm ssion.
5> (4) "Education specialist” shall mean a person enpl oyed <—
by an—approeved A PUBLIC school as a certified guidance <—
counsel or, nurse, home and school visitor, psychol ogi st, dental
hygi eni st, instructional nedia specialist or nutrition
speci al i st.
Section 2. Certification Requirenments.--No person shall
teach in any—approved A PUBLIC school in the Conmmonweal th unless <—
he has net the certification requirenents as established by the
State Board of Education which are applicable to the institution
where he is enpl oyed.
Section 3. Professional Standards and Practices
Commi ssion.--There is hereby created a Professional Standards
and Practices Conm ssion consisting of sixteen nenbers appointed
by the Governor. The termof office of nmenbers of the
conmmi ssi on, except the student nmenber whose term shall be one
year, shall be three years comrenci ng on January 1 of the year
foll owi ng their appointnent, except that original appointnments
shall be for staggered terns of one, two and three years in
order that the terns of five nenbers of the conm ssion shal
expire each year thereafter. Vacancies shall be filled for an
unexpired termin the same manner as original appointnents. No
person shall serve for nore than two consecutive ternms as a
menber of the conmm ssion. The Governor may renove any mnenber
fromthe comm ssion for m sconduct or mal feasance in office,
i ncapacity, or neglect of duty. Al nenbers of the conm ssion
shall be residents of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

Section 4. Menbership and Qualifications.--(a) The

19730H0903B1841 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

menber shi p of the Professional Standards and Practices
Conmi ssi on shall consist of:
(1) Eight classroomteachers, including one educational
specialist, broadly representative of the teaching profession
f rom appreved PUBLI C school s. <—
(2) Three admnistrators from appreved PUBLI C school s. <—
(3) Two faculty nmenbers from approved institutions of higher
| earning in the Conmonweal th of fering approved teacher education
progr ans.
(4) One adm nistrator froman approved institution of higher
| earning in the Conmonweal th of fering approved teacher education
progr ans.
(5) One college student currently enrolled in a program of
t eacher education in an approved institution of higher |earning
in the Conmonweal th of fering approved teacher education
progr ans.
(6) One nenber fromthe general public who shall be a parent
of a pupil attendi ng an—approved A PUBLIC school . <—
(b) Except for the representative of the general public, and
the student representative, the Governor in making appoi ntnents
shal | consi der recommendati ons from panels of nom nees subnitted
by St atew de organi zati ons of professional educators which
certify that the panels include only representatives of the
category of professional personnel for which the panel or panels
of nomi nees are submtted and further provided that any
pr of essi onal organi zati on of educators submtting a panel or
panel s shall certify that the organization maintains a
menber shi p cat egory of professional personnel for which the
panel or panels of nom nees are submtted.

(c) Al nenbers of the comm ssion except the persons
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representing the college students and general public shall have
been actively engaged in teaching or providing rel ated
educational, admi nistrative or supervisory services in an <—
approved A PUBLI C school or approved institution of higher <—
education with approved teacher education prograns for at | east
five of the eight years imedi ately preceding their appointnent.
A person appointed to the conm ssion who | eaves the Commonweal th
to becone domiciled in another state or whose enpl oynent status
changes to a category different fromthat for which he was
appoi nted shall have his position on the comm ssion deened
vacat ed.
Section 5. Power and Duties.--(a) The Professional Standards
and Practices Conm ssion shall have the power and its duty shal
be:
(1) To recomrend to the State Board of Education standards
for certification of teachers to render professional services in
t he approved PUBLI C schools of the Commonweal th and for <—
accreditation of teacher education progranms and to eval uate
t eacher education and certification program services and
activities to determne the effectiveness in terns of the annual
and | ong-range program plans and to recommend changes to the
State Board of Education as indicated by such eval uati ons.
(2) To recomrend to the State Board of Education standards
of professional practice for teachers in appreved PUBLIC <—
school s.
(3) To recomrend to the State Board of Education procedures
whi ch assure that actions resulting fromalleged wlful
vi ol ations of the standards of professional practice referred to
in subsection (2) will conply with due process.

(4) In order to make the recommendations referred to in
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subsections (1), (2) and (3) above, the Departnent of Education
shall furnish all information the comm ssion deens necessary.

(5) To adopt rules and regul ations as may be necessary to
carry out the purposes of this act. The comm ssion shall hold
publ i c hearings and take testinony concerning proposed
recommendat i ons which shall be presented to the State Board of
Educat i on.

(6) Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent
organi zati ons of the teaching profession from adopting neasures
designed to inprove the standards and practices of ethics and
acadenm ¢ freedom anong their nenbers and in their relationships
wi th ot her persons and groups.

(b) Al teachers' certificates in force in this Commonweal t h
at the time this act goes into effect shall continue in ful
force and effect, subject to all the ternms and conditions under
whi ch they were issued, until they expire by virtue of their own
[imtations, unless they are sooner annulled for the reasons and
in the manner provided by |aw.

Section 6. Organization and Meetings of the Conmm ssion.--The
comm ssion shall annually select a chairman and vi ce-chairman by
ball ot. Meetings shall be held at |east four tines per year at
the call of the chairman or upon request in witing of a
majority of the conmm ssion. A majority shall constitute a quorum
and a majority of such quorum shall have authority to act upon
any matter properly before the commi ssion. The first mneeting of
t he conm ssion shall be held within six nonths of the effective
date of this act. Meetings of the conm ssion shall be open to
the public and the Director of Professional Standards and
Practices shall be responsible for seeing that notices of

nmeeti ngs of the conm ssion are properly circul at ed.
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Section 7. Expenses.--Mnbers of the conm ssion shal
recei ve no conpensation for their services, but shall be
rei nbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in
t he performance of official conm ssion business. A nenber of the
commi ssion who is an enpl oye of an agency of the Commonweal t h,
or any of its political subdivisions including school districts,
shall be permtted to attend conmmi ssion neetings and perform
ot her comm ssion duties wi thout |oss of income or other
benefits. A nmenber of the comm ssion who is enployed by a
private enpl oyer shall be reinbursed for any incone |lost as a
result of attendance at conmm ssion neetings or perfornmance of
ot her official comm ssion duties.

Section 8. Director of Professional Standards and
Practices.--There shall be a Director of Professional Standards
and Practices who shall serve as the executive officer and
secretary of the conmm ssion. The director shall be appointed by
the Secretary of Education after consultation with the
commi ssion. The Departmnent of Education shall provide adequate
space, equi pnent, staff, secretarial and adm nistrative
assistance to facilitate the activities of the comm ssion.

The conmm ssion shall keep mnutes of its neetings and report
annually to the Governor, the CGeneral Assenbly, the teaching
prof essi on and the public.

Section 9. Professional Standards Conmittee; Abolition.--The
Prof essi onal Standards Commttee established under Chapter 49 of
the Regul ations of the State Board of Education is hereby
abol i shed.

Section 10. Effective Date.--This act shall take effect

i mredi ately.
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