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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1440 *3%%

| NTRODUCED BY THOMPSQON, GREENLEAF, TOM.I NSQN, COSTA, WAUGH
MADI GAN, KUKOVI CH, LEMMOND, HOLL, KITCHEN, HART, BRI GHTBILL,
GERLACH, EARLL, CONTI, DENT, PICCOLA, VWH TE, RHOADES, BELL
ARMSTRONG, BOSCOLA, PUNT, ROBBI NS, WAGNER, MELLOW AND
WOZNI AK, MAY 15, 2000

REFERRED TO LAW AND JUSTI CE, MAY 15, 2000
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AN ACT
Prohi biti ng enpl oynent of certain individuals as |aw enforcenent
of ficers; requiring suspension of |aw enforcenent officers
charged with certain crinmes; and establishing dism ssal
procedures for |aw enforcenent officers convicted of certain
crines.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Confidence in
Law Enf orcenent Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmonweal th agency."” An executive agency, an independent
agency, a State-affiliated entity or the General Assenbly.

"Convicted.” A finding of guilt by a court of law, a plea of

guilty or a plea of nolo contendere.
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"Executive agency." The Governor and the departnents,
boards, comm ssions, authorities and other officers and agencies
of the Commonweal th. The term does not include any court or
ot her officer or agency of the unified judicial system the
CGeneral Assenbly and its officers and agencies or any
i ndependent agency or State-affiliated entity.

"I ndependent agency." Boards, comm ssions and ot her agencies
and officers of the Commonweal th which are not subject to the
policy supervision and control of the Governor. The term does
not include any State-affiliated entity, any court or other
of ficer or agency of the unified judicial system the Ceneral
Assenbly and its officers and agencies, any State-rel ated
institution, political subdivision or any |ocal, regional or
nmetropolitan transportation authority.

"Law enforcenent officer.” A nenber of the Pennsylvania
State Police Force or an individual enployed in a position
requiring certification pursuant to 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 21 (relating
to enpl oyees).

"State-affiliated entity.” A Commonweal th authority or a
Commonweal th entity. The termincludes the Pennsyl vania Turnpi ke
Commi ssi on, the Pennsylvani a Housi ng Fi nance Agency, the
Pennsyl vani a Muni ci pal Retirenment System the Pennsyl vani a
Infrastructure Investnment Authority, the State Public School
Bui | ding Authority, the Pennsylvani a Hi gher Educati onal
Facilities Authority and the State System of H gher Educati on.
The term does not include any court or other officer or agency
of the unified judicial system the General Assenbly and its
of ficers and agencies, any State-related institution, political
subdi vi sion or any l|local, regional or netropolitan

transportation authority.
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"State-related institution.”™ The Pennsylvania State
University, the University of Pittsburgh, Lincoln University or
Tenpl e Uni versity.

Section 3. Prohibitions.

No Commonweal t h agency, State-related institution, political
subdi vi sion, local authority or |ocal, regional or netropolitan
transportation authority shall enploy or continue to enploy an
i ndi vidual as a | aw enforcenent officer when the individual has
been convicted of:

(1) A felony or a m sdeneanor of the first or second
degr ee.
(2) An offense involving dishonesty or a fal se statenent
if the offense is either:
(i) A msdeneanor of the third degree.
(ii) A summary of fense.
Section 4. Suspension.

A | aw enforcenent officer charged with a crine as descri bed
under section 3 shall be immedi ately suspended fromall duties
pendi ng di sposition of the crimnal charges.

Section 5. Dismssal.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An enployer of a |l aw enforcenment officer
who is or becones ineligible to be enployed as a | aw enforcenent
of ficer pursuant to this act shall inmediately dismss the
i ndi vi dual .

(b) Pennsylvania State Police Force.--The Comm ssioner of
t he Pennsylvania State Police shall dism ss a nenber of the
Pennsyl vania State Police Force who is or becones ineligible to
be enpl oyed as a | aw enforcenent officer pursuant to this act in
accordance with the court martial procedures of section 711 of

the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The
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Admi ni strative Code of 1929. Dismi ssals of these | aw enforcenent
of ficers shall be conducted solely pursuant to section 711
procedures and these procedures shall not be nodified or
suppl enented by agreenent or arbitration. No election or
substitution of procedures by the comm ssioner or a | aw
enforcenent officer is permtted.
Section 6. Repeal.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.
Section 7. Applicability.

Section 5(b) is inapplicable to dism ssal proceedings
occurring before July 1, 2004.
Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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