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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1269 5%

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, EARLL, TARTAGLI ONE, C. WLLI AMS,
WOZNI AK, O PAKE, KI TCHEN AND WASHI NGTON, FEBRUARY 4, 2008

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 4, 2008
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, in juvenile matters,

addi ng definitions; and further providing for other basic

rights and for adjudications of juveniles.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 6302 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anended by adding definitions to read:
§ 6302. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

* * %

"Assessnent."” An individualized exanmi nation of a child to

deternine the child' s psychosoci al needs and probl ens, including

the type and extent of any nmental health, substance abuse or co-

occurring nental health and substance abuse di sorders and

reconmendations for treatnent. The termincludes, but is not
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limted to, a drug and al cohol, psychol ogi cal and psychi atric

eval uation, records review clinical interview and the

admi ni stration of a formal test and i nstrunent.

* * %

"Screening." A process, regardl ess of whether it includes

the adm ni stration of a formal instrunent, that is designed to

identify a child who is at increased ri sk of having nmental

heal th, substance abuse or co-occurring nental health and

subst ance abuse di sorders that warrant i nmedi ate attenti on,

i nterventi on or nore conprehensi ve assessnent.

* * %

Section 2. Section 6338 of Title 42 is anmended by adding a
subsection to read:

§ 6338. Oher basic rights.

* * %

(c) Statenents and i nfornati on obtai ned duri ng screeni nqg or

assessnent. - -

(1) No statenents, adni ssions or confessi ons nade by or

incrimnating i nformati on obtained froma child in the course

of a screening or assessnent that is undertaken in

conjunction with any proceedi ngs under this chapter,

including, but not limted to, that which is court-ordered,

shall be admtted i nto evidence agai nst the child on the

i ssue of whether the child commtted a deli nguent act under

this chapter or on the issue of quilt in any crim nal

pr oceedi ng.

(2) The provisions of paragraph (1) are in addition to

and do not override any existing statutory and constituti onal

prohi bition on the adni ssion into evidence in delinquency and

crim nal proceedi ngs of information obtai ned during
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screeni ng, assessnent or treatnent.

Section 3. Section 6341(d) of Title 42 is anended and the
section is anended by addi ng a subsection to read:

§ 6341. Adjudication.

(b.2) Evidence on the finding of delinquency.--

(1) No statenents, adni ssions or confessi ons nade by or

incrimnating i nformati on obtained froma child in the course
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of a screening or assessnent that is undertaken in

10 conjunction with any proceedi ngs under this chapter,

11 including, but not linmted to, that which is court-ordered,
12 shall be admtted into evidence against the child on the

13 i ssue of whether the child conmmtted a delinquent act under
14 this chapter or on the issue of gquilt in any crimnnal

15 pr oceedi ng.

16 (2) The provisions of paragraph (1) are in addition to
17 and do not override any existing statutory and constitutional
18 prohibition on the adnission into evidence in delinquency and
19 crimnal proceedings of information obtained during

20 Screening, assessnent or treatnent.

21 * %k

22 (d) Evidence on issue of disposition.--

23 (1) (i) In disposition hearings under subsections (b)
24 and (c) all evidence hel pful in determ ning the questions
25 presented, including oral and witten reports, may be

26 received by the court and relied upon to the extent of

27 its probative val ue even though not otherw se conpetent
28 in the hearing on the petition.

29 (ii) Subparagraph (i) includes any screening and

30 assessnent exanm nations ordered by the court to aid in
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1 di sposition, even though no statenents or adni ssions nade
2 during the course thereof nmay be admtted into evidence
3 against the child on the issue of whether the child

4 conmi tted a delinquent act.

5 (2) The parties or their counsel shall be afforded an

6 opportunity to exam ne and controvert witten reports so

7 received and to cross-exam ne individuals nmaking the reports.
8 Sources of information given in confidence need not be

9 di scl osed.

10 * %k

11 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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