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AN ACT

Amending Titles 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure), 15

(Corporations and Uni ncor porated Associations), 18 (Crines
and O fenses) and 71 (State Governnent) of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol i dated Statutes, adding revised, codified and conpil ed
provisions relating to judiciary and judicial procedure,
including certain judicially enforceable rights, duties,
imunities and liabilities.
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28 8§ 6144. Dying declarations in case of abortion.
29 Chapter 63. Juvenile Matters
30 Subchapter A. CGeneral Provisions
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6301.
6302.
6303.
6304.
6305.
6306.
6307.

w w W W W W W w

6308.

Short title and purposes of chapter.
Definitions.

Scope of chapter.

Powers and duties of probation officers.
Mast er s.

Costs and expenses of care of child.

I nspection of court files and records.

Law enforcenent records.

Subchapter B. Jurisdiction and Custody

6321.
6322.
6323.
6324.
6325.
6326.

w w W W W W w

6327.

Commencenent of proceedi ngs.
Transfer fromcrimnal proceedings.
I nformal adj ust nent .

Taki ng i nto custody.

Detention of child.

Rel ease or delivery to court.

Pl ace of detention.

Subchapter C. Procedures and Saf eguards

6331.
6332.
6333.
6334.
6335.
6336.
6337.
6338.
6339.
6340.

w w W w W W W W W wWw w

6341.

Rel ease from detention or conmencenent of proceedi ngs.
I nformal detention hearing.

Subpoena.

Peti tion.

Summons.

Conduct of heari ngs.

Ri ght to counsel.

O her basic rights.

I nvestigation and report.

Consent decr ee.

Adj udi cat i on.

Subchapter D. Dispositions of Children Generally

§ 6351.

Di sposition of deprived child.
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1 § 6352.
2 § 6353.
3 § 6354.
4 § 6355.
5 § 6356.
6 § 6357.
~

8 § 6361.
9 § 6362.
10

11 8§ 6363.
12 § 6364.
13 § 6365.
14

15 § 6501.
16 § 6502.
17 8§ 6503.
18 § 6504.
19 § 6505.
20
21
22
23 § 6741.
24 § 6742.
25 § 6743.
26 § 6744.
27 § 6745.
28 § 6746.
29 § 6747.
30 § 6748.

Di sposition of delinquent child.

Limtation on length of conmtnent.

Ef f ect of adjudication.

Transfer to crimnal proceedings.

Di sposition of nentally ill or nentally retarded child.

Ri ghts and duties of |egal custodian.

Subchapter E. Disposition Affecting O her Jurisdictions

Di sposition of nonresident child.

Di sposition of resident child received from anot her
state.

Ordering foreign supervision.

Supervi si on under foreign order.

Powers of foreign probation officers.

Chapter 65. Habeas Corpus

Wit not to be suspended.
Power to issue wit.
Right to apply for wit.
Return on writ.

Interference with wit prohibited.

Chapter 67. Support Proceedi ngs
Subchapter A. Ceneral Provisions (Reserved)

Subchapter B. Reciprocal Enforcement of Support O ders

Short title and purposes of subchapter.
Definitions.

Renedi es additional to those now existing.
Extent of duties of support.

Interstate rendition.

Conditions of interstate rendition.

Choi ce of |aw.

Renedi es of state or political subdivision furnishing
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w w W W W W W W W w

w w W W W w

w w W w W W W w

w

6749.
6750.
6751.
6752.
6753.
6754.
6755.
6756.
6757.
6758.

6759.

6760.
6761.
6762.
6763.
6764.
6765.

6766.
6767.
6768.
6769.
6770.
6771.
6772.
6773.
6774.

support.

How duties of support are enforced.

Juri sdiction.

Petition for support.

Oficials to represent obligee.

Petition for a mnor.

Duty of initiating court.

Costs and fees.

Jurisdiction by arrest.

State informati on agency.

Duty of the court and officials of this Commonweal t h
as respondi ng state.

Further duties of court and officials of responding
state.

Heari ng and conti nuance.

Imunity fromcrimnal prosecution.

Evi dence of husband and wife.

Rul es of evidence.

Order of support.

Responding court to transmt copies to initiating
court.

Addi ti onal powers of responding court.

Paternity.

Addi tional duties of responding court.

Addi tional duty of initiating court.

Proceedi ngs not to be stayed.

Application of paynents.

Ef fect of participation in proceeding.

Intrastate application.

Appeal s.
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1 8 6775. Additional renedies.

2 8§ 6776. Registration.

3 8 6777. Registry of foreign support orders.

4 8§ 6778. Oficial to represent obligee.

5 8 6779. Registration procedure.

6 8 6780. Effect and enforcenent of registered order.
7 PART VI1. CIVIL ACTI ONS AND PROCEEDI NGS
8 Chapter 71. General Provisions

9 8§ 7101. Settlenents and other agreenents with hospitalized
10 per sons.

11 Chapter 73. Arbitration

12 Subchapter A Statutory Arbitration

13 § 7301. Short title of subchapter.

14 § 7302. Scope of subchapter.

15 8§ 7303. Validity of arbitration agreenent.

16 8§ 7304. Proceedings to conpel or stay arbitration.
17 § 7305. Appointnment of arbitrators by court.

18 § 7306. Majority action by arbitrators.

19 § 7307. Hearing.
20 § 7308. Representation by attorney.
21 § 7309. Wtnesses, subpoenas and depositions.
22 § 7310. Award.
23 § 7311. Change of award by arbitrators.
24 § 7312. Fees and expenses of arbitration.
25 8§ 7313. Confirmation of an award.
26 8§ 7314. Vacating an award.
27 8§ 7315. Modification or correction of award.
28 § 7316. Judgnent or decree on award.
29 § 7317. Applications to court.
30 8§ 7318. Court and jurisdiction.
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1 § 7319. Venue.

2 § 7320. Appeals.

3 Subchapter B. Comron Law Arbitration

4 8§ 7341. Common |law arbitration

5 Subchapter C. Judicial Arbitration

6 § 7361. Conpulsory arbitration.

7 8 7362. Voluntary Arbitration of pending judicial matters.
8 Chapter 75. Commencenent of Actions

9 Subchapter A. CGeneral Provisions

10 § 7501. Partition of property.

11 Subchapter B. Interpl eader Conpacts

12 § 7521. Short title of subchapter.

13 § 7522. Interpleader conpact.

14 § 7523. Duties of the Departnment of State.

15 § 7524. Duties of the Governor.

16 Subchapter C. Declaratory Judgnents

17 § 7531. Short title of subchapter.

18 § 7532. GCeneral scope of declaratory renedy.

19 § 7533. Construction of docunents.
20 8§ 7534. Before breach of contract.
21 § 7535. Rights of fiduciaries and other persons.
22 § 7536. Enuneration not exclusive.
23 8§ 7537. Renedy discretionary.
24 8§ 7538. Supplenmental relief.
25 8§ 7539. |Issues of fact.
26 8 7540. Parties.
27 § 7541. Construction of subchapter.
28 Subchapter D. Reciprocal Tax Enforcenent
29 § 7551. Enforcenent of taxes inposed by other states.

30 Chapter 77. Trial (Reserved)
19750S0935B1075 - 24 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Chapter 79. Post-trial Mtters (Reserved)

Chapter 81. Judgnents

Subchapter A. CGeneral Provisions

8101. Interest on judgnents.

8102. Contribution anong joint judgnent debtors.

8103. Deficiency judgnents.

w w W w

8104. Duty of judgnment creditor to enter satisfaction.
Subchapter B. Exenptions from Execution

8121. Scope of subchapter.

8122. \Waiver of exenption.

8123. General nonetary exenption.

8124. Exenption of particular goods.

w w W W W

8125. Tangi bl e personal property exhibited at international
exhi bi ti ons.

§ 8126. Common carriers not |iable.

§ 8127. Transfer of claimto avoid policy of Comonweal th.

Chapter 83. Particular Rights and Inmunities

Subchapter A Rights of Action

§ 8301. Death action.

§ 8302. Survival action.

§ 8303. Action for performance of a duty required by |aw

Subchapter B. Contribution Arong Tort-feasors

8321. Short title of subchapter.

8322. Definition.

8323. Scope of subchapter.

8324. Right of contribution.

8325. Effect of judgnent.

8326. Ef fect of release as to other tort-feasors.

w w W W W W w

8327. Liability to make contribution as affected by rel ease.

Subchapter C. Inmunities Cenerally
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1 § 8331. Medical good Samaritan civil imrunity.

2 8§ 8332. Nonnedical good Samaritan civil immunity.

3 8§ 8333. Body fluid and tissue limted civil imunity.

4 § 8334. Physicians and nurses civil inmunity in mass

5 i mruni zati on projects.

6 8 8335. Dammges for conversion of property of fluctuating
7 val ue.

8 Subchapter D. Defamation

9 § 8341. Single publication limtation.

10 § 8342. Justification a defense.

11 § 8343. Burden of proof.

12 § 8344. Malice or negligence necessary to support award of
13 damages.

14 § 8345. No liability when w thout power of censorship.

15 Chapter 85. Matters Affecting the Cormonweal th (Reserved)
16 PART VI11. CRI M NAL PROCEEDI NGS

17 Chapter 87. General Provisions

18 8§ 8701. Interpreters for the deaf.

19 Chapter 89. Commencenent of Proceedi ngs
20 Subchapter A. CGeneral Provisions
21 8§ 8901. Intrastate hot pursuit.
22 Subchapter B. Interstate Hot Pursuit
23 8§ 8921. Scope of subchapter
24 § 8922. Authority of officers of another state to arrest in
25 t hi s Commonweal t h.
26 8§ 8923. Hearing after arrest.
27 § 8924. Construction of subchapter.
28 Subchapter C. Indictnent and |Information
29 8§ 8931. Indictnment and information.

30 Chapter 91. Detainers and Extradition
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1 Subchapter A. Agreenment on Detainers

2 8§ 9101. Agreenent on Detai ners.

3 § 9102. Appropriate court.

4 § 9103. Enforcenent and cooperation.

5 § 9104. Second and subsequent offenses.

6 § 9105. Escape.

7 8§ 9106. Duty of warden or other official.

8 8 9107. Admnistrator and information agent.

9 8§ 9108. Transm ssion of subchapter.

10 Subchapter B. Extradition of Persons Charged with Crine
11 § 9121. Short title of subchapter.

12 § 9122. Definitions.

13 § 9123. Duty of Governor with respect to fugitives from
14 justi ce.

15 § 9124. Form of demrand.

16 § 9125. Covernor may investigate case.

17 8§ 9126. Extradition of persons inprisoned or awaiting trial in
18 anot her state or who have left the demanding state
19 under conpul si on.
20 § 9127. Extradition of persons not present in demanding state
21 at tinme of comm ssion of crine.
22 § 9128. Issue by Governor of warrant of arrest.
23 § 9129. Manner and place of execution.
24 § 9130. Authority of arresting officer.
25 § 9131. Rights of accused person.
26 § 9132. Penalty for nonconpliance.
27 8§ 9133. Confinenment in jail.
28 § 9134. Arrest prior to requisition.
29 8§ 9135. Arrest without a warrant.
30 8§ 9136. Conmitnent to await requisition.

19750S0935B1075 - 27 -



1 § 9137. Bail.
2 8§ 9138. Extension of tinme of conm tnent.
3 8§ 9139. Forfeiture of bail.
4 8§ 9140. Persons under crimnal prosecution in this
5 Commonweal th at tinme of requisition.
6 8 9141. Inquiry into guilt or innocence of accused.
7 8 9142. CGovernor mmy recall warrant or issue another
8 8§ 9143. Duty of Governor in case of fugitives fromthis
9 Commonweal t h.
10 § 9144. |ssuance of requisition.
11 8§ 9145. Immnity fromservice of process in certain civil
12 actions.
13 § 9146. Witten waiver of extradition proceedings.
14 § 9147. Nonwai ver by Comonweal t h.
15 § 9148. Liability to further crimnal prosecutions.
16 Chapter 93. Trial (Reserved)
17 Chapter 95. Post-trial Matters (Reserved)
18 Section 3. Conform ng anmendnment to Title 15.
19 Section 4. Conform ng anmendnment to Title 18.
20 Section 5. Conform ng anmendnent to Title 71.
21 Section 6. Notice to Insurance Departnent.
22 Section 7. Existing president judges.
23 Section 8. Pending actions and proceedi ngs.
24 Section 9. Phil adel phia Minicipal Court.
25 Section 10. Concurrent jurisdiction of Court of Common Pl eas of
26 Phi | adel phi a County.
27 Section 11. Local rules.
28 Section 12. Allegheny County appoi nt ments.
29 Section 13. Juvenile Court Judges' Comm ssion.

30 Section 14. Continuation of existing judicial boards,
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conmi ssi ons and conmi ttees.
Section 15. M nor Judiciary Education Board.
Section 16. Boards of viewers.
Section 17. Landlord and tenant officers and wit servers.
Section 18. Traffic court wit servers.
Section 19. Applicability of mnor judiciary education
requirenents.
Section 20. Mnor judiciary education expenses.
Section 21. Certain judges of Commonweal th Court.
Section 22. Existing judges of the Traffic Court of
Phi | adel phi a.
Section 23. Existing judicial officers.
Section 24. Financial matters.
Section 25. Effect of act on periods of limtation.
Section 26. Repeals and rel ated provisions.
Section 27. Effect on certain officers.
Section 28. Effective date.
Sour ce Notes

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Chapter 83 (relating to bases of jurisdiction) of
Title 42, act of Novenber 25, 1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as
t he Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, added Novenber 15, 1972
(P.L.1063, No.271), is hereby repeal ed absol utely.

Section 2. Title 42 is anended to read:

TI TLE 42
JUDI CI ARY AND JUDI Cl AL PROCEDURE
Par t
l. Prelim nary Provisions

. Organi zation [of Judicial Branch]
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1. Sel ection, Retention and Renoval of Judicial Oficers

I V. Fi nanci al Matters

V. Adm ni stration of Justice Generally

\Y/ Actions, [and] Proceedings and O her Matters Generally
VI, Cvil Actions and Proceedi ngs

VIIl. Crimnal Proceedings

[1X General Provisions]

PART |
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS
Chapt er
1. General Provisions
CHAPTER 1
CENERAL PROVI SI ONS
Sec.
101. Short title of title.
102. Definitions.
103. Principles of construction.
§ 101. Short title of title.

This title shall be known and nay be cited as the "Judici al
Code. "

§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases, when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

"Action.”

(1) Any action at law or in equity.
(2) Includes failure to act.

"Admi nistrative judge.” The adm nistrative judge of a
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di vision of a court, determ ned or selected as prescribed by
general rule or rule of court.

"Adm nistrative office.” The central office for the
adm nistration of the unified judicial systemexisting under
Chapter 19 (relating to Adm nistrative Ofice of Pennsylvania
Courts) or otherw se.

"Admi nistrative staff.” Al individuals enployed in the
busi ness of a court, including the personnel of the office of
the clerk of the court of comon pleas, but the term does not
include judicial officers or their personal staff. The term
i ncludes the clerks or prothonotaries of the Suprene Court, the
Superior Court and the Conmonweal th Court and their staffs.

"Appeal ." Any petition or other application to a court for
revi ew of subordi nate governnental action. The term i ncl udes an
application for certiorari under section 934 (relating to wits
of certiorari) or under any other provision of |aw

"Appel late court.” Includes the Suprene Court, the Superior
Court and the Commonweal th Court.

"Appointive judicial officers.” Arbitrators, auditors,
commi ssioners to take oaths and depositions, custodians,
exam ners, guardians, masters, receivers, referees, trustees,
viewers and other like officers.

"Branch.” As applied to a court of common pleas in a nulti-
county judicial district, an admnistrative unit conposed of
t hose nenbers of the staff of the court froma particular county
within the judicial district.

"Central staff.” Al individuals enployed in the business of
the unified judicial system but the term does not i nclude
district justices or their personal staff or personnel of the

courts.
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"Clerk." As applied to a court of comon pleas or the
Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Court, the personnel of the office of the
clerk of the court of common pleas, and as applied to any other
court, the admnistrative staff responsible for the receipt of
docunents transmitted to the court by litigants and the
transm ssion of notice of orders entered by and process issued
under the authority of the court.

"Clerk of the courts.”™ The termincludes the Cerk of

Quarter Sessions of Phil adel phia.

"Conmonweal th agency." Any executive agency or independent
agency.
"Commonweal th Court."™ The court existing under section 4 of

Article V of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and Subchapter C
of Chapter 5 (relating to Commonweal th Court of Pennsyl vani a).

"Conmonweal th government."” The governnent of the
Commonweal th, including the courts and other officers or
agencies of the unified judicial system the General Assenbly
and its officers and agencies, the Governor, and the
departnments, boards, conm ssions, authorities and officers and
agenci es of the Commonweal th, but the term does not include any
political subdivision, municipal or other |ocal authority, or
any officer or agency of any such political subdivision or |ocal
authority.

"Conmunity court." A court existing in a judicial district
under section 6(a) of Article V of the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a and Subchapter A of Chapter 11 (relating to
comunity courts).

"County." Includes the Gty and County of Phil adel phi a.

"County staff.” System and rel ated personnel elected by the

el ectorate of a county or subject to appoi ntnment and renoval by
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of ficers, other than judicial officers, so elected. The term
does not include judicial officers.

"Court." Includes any one or nore of the judges of the court
who are authorized by general rule or rule of court, or by |aw
or usage, to exercise the powers of the court in the name of the
court.

"Court Adm nistrator of Pennsylvania." The court
adm ni strator appointed by the Suprene Court under section 10(b)
of Article V of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and section
1901 (relating to Court Adm nistrator of Pennsylvania).

"Court of common pleas.” The court existing in each judicial
di strict under section 5 of Article V of the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a and Chapter 9 (relating to organi zati on and
jurisdiction of courts of common pleas).

"District court adm nistrator.”™ The court adm nistrator
responsi ble for the admnistration of the courts and district
justices of a judicial district.

"District justice." A justice of the peace holding office
under section 7(a) of Article V of the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a and Chapter 15 (relating to district justices).

"Division.” An admnistrative unit conposed of those judges
of the court responsible for the transaction of a specific class
of the business of the court. In a court having two or nore
di vi sions each division of the court is vested with the full
jurisdiction of the whole court, but the business of the court
may be all ocated anong the divisions of the court by or pursuant
to general rules.

"Executive agency." The Governor and the departnents,
boards, comm ssions, authorities and other officers and agencies

of the Commonweal th governnent, but the term does not include
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any court or other officer or agency of the unified judicial
system the General Assenbly and its officers and agencies, or
any i ndependent agency.

"General rule.” A rule or order pronul gated by or pursuant
to the authority of the Suprene Court.

"Governing authority.” Wen used with respect to the
exerci se of any power or the performance of any duty:

(1) the Suprene Court; or

(2) any agency or unit of the unified judicial system
exerci sing such power or perform ng such duty pursuant to the
authority of the Supreme Court under section 1721 (relating
to del egation of powers).

"Governnment agency." Any Comonweal t h agency or any
political subdivision or nunicipal or other |ocal authority, or
any officer or agency of any such political subdivision or |ocal
authority.

"Governnment unit." The CGeneral Assenbly and its officers and
agenci es, any governnment agency or any court or other officer or
agency of the unified judicial system

"I ndependent agency." Boards, commi ssions, authorities and
ot her agencies and officers of the Comobnweal t h gover nnent which
are not subject to the policy supervision and control of the
Governor, but the term does not include any court or other
of ficer or agency of the unified judicial systemor the General
Assenbly and its officers and agenci es.

"Indictabl e offense.”™ An offense other than a sunmary
of f ense.

"Issuing authority.” Any judge or district justice of the
m nor judiciary, subject to the express limtations on

jurisdiction specified inthis title.
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"Judge." Includes a justice of the Supreme Court. Except
with respect to the power to select a president or
adm ni strative judge, to appoint and renove the adm nistrative
staff of the court and to adopt rules of court and other simlar
matters, the termincludes a senior judge.

"Judi cial and correctional account.” The account required to
be established upon the books of certain political subdivisions
pursuant to section 3541 (relating to judicial and correctional
account).

"Judi cial branch."” The judicial branch specified in section
10(c) of Article V of the Constitution of Pennsyl vani a.

"Judicial Council."™ The Judicial Council of Pennsylvania
exi sting under order of the governing authority as inplenented
by Subchapter B of Chapter 17 (relating to Judicial Council of
Pennsyl vani a) or ot herw se.

"Judicial departnent.” A termutilized in appropriation
statutes to distinguish judicial appropriations from other
appropri ations.

"Judicial district." A district established by section 901
(relating to judicial districts) for the election of one or nore
j udges of a court of comon pl eas.

"Judicial officers." Judges, district justices and
appoi ntive judicial officers.

"Law." The conmon | aw and statutory |aw of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvani a, including general rules and the provisions of
the Constitution of Pennsyl vani a.

"Litigant." A party or any other person |egally concerned
with the results of a matter.

"Magi sterial district.” A district established within a

judicial district pursuant to Subchapter A of Chapter 15
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(relating to magi sterial districts) for the election of a
district justice.

“Matter." Action, proceeding or appeal.

"Mnor judiciary." The comunity courts, district justices,
Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Court, Pittsburgh Magistrates Court, and
Traffic Court of Phil adel phia.

"Office of the clerk of the court of comon pleas.” A term
enployed in this title to refer generally to the adm nistrative
staff of the courts of common pleas and the Phil adel phi a
Muni ci pal Court responsible for the recei pt of docunents
transmtted to the court by litigants and the transm ssion of
notice of orders entered by and process issued under the
authority of the court. The business of such staff shall be
di vi ded anong t he personnel of the offices of the prothonotary,
the clerk of the courts and the clerk of the orphans' court
division in the manner provided by or pursuant to Chapter 27
(relating to office of the clerk of the court of conmon pl eas.
Except as otherw se provided by statute, the term does not inply
the unification of the adm nistration, personnel or operations
of any or all of such offices.

"Order." Includes judgnent, decision, decree, sentence and
adj udi cati on.

"Participant.” Litigants, witnesses and their counsel.
"Party." A person who conmences or against whomrelief is
sought in a matter. The term i ncludes counsel for such a person

who is represented by counsel.

"Personal staff." Private secretaries, |law clerks and such
ot her personnel as an individual may be authorized by law to
sel ect and renove subject to standards and classifications

establ i shed by the governing authority.
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"Personnel of the court.” The judges and staff of the court.

"Personnel of the system™ Judicial officers, personal
staff, adm nistrative staff and central staff.

" Phi | adel phia Municipal Court."” The rnunicipal court existing
under section 6(c) of Article V of the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a and Subchapter B of Chapter 11 (relating to
Phi | adel phia Municipal Court) so long as a community court has
not been established or in the event one has been discontinued
in the Gty and County of Phil adel phi a.

"Pittsburgh Magi strates Court." The court existing under
Subchapter C of Chapter 11 (relating to Pittsburgh Magi strates
Court).

"President judge." The president judge of a court determ ned
or selected as provided or as prescribed by |aw

"Proceeding.” Includes every declaration, petition or other
application which may be nade to a court under |aw or usage, and
i ncl udes every declaration, petition or other application which
may be nade under special statutory authority, but the term does
not include an action or an appeal.

"Process."” A docunent evidencing a conmand of a court.

"Prothonotary.” The officer exercising the powers and
perform ng the duties specified in Subchapter B of Chapter 27
(relating to prothonotaries).

"Rel ated staff.” Al individuals enployed at public expense
who serve the unified judicial system but the term does not
i ncl ude personnel of the system

"Rule of court.” A rule pronmulgated by a court regul ating
practice or procedure before the pronul gating court.

"Section.” An admnistrative unit of the adm nistrative

staff of the court conposed of those persons responsible for the
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support of a class of the business of the court specified by
| aw.

"Senior judge." A former or retired judge who, with his
consent, is assigned on tenporary judicial service pursuant to
section 4121(b) (relating to judicial service by senior judges).

"Staff of the court.”™ Appointive judicial officers, the
adm nistrative staff and personal staff of the court.

"State."” Wien used in reference to the different parts of
the United States, includes the District of Colunbia, the
Commonweal th of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and ot her
organi zed territories and possessions of the United States.

"State Law Library.”" The Law Library Bureau of the State
Li brary of Pennsyl vani a.

"Superior Court." The court existing under section 3 of
Article V of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and Subchapter B
of Chapter 5 (relating to Superior Court of Pennsylvania).

"Supreme Court." The court existing under section 2 of
Article V of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and Subchapter A
of Chapter 5 (relating to Suprenme Court of Pennsyl vani a).

"System"” The unified judicial system

"System and rel ated personnel." Personnel of the system and
related staff. The termincludes district attorneys, public
defenders, sheriffs and other officers serving process or
enforcing orders, registers of wills, prothonotaries, clerks of
the courts, clerks of the orphans' court division, coroners,
jury comm ssioners, prison and correctional officials, and the
personnel of all of the foregoing.

"Traffic Court of Philadel phia.”™ The traffic court existing
under section 6(c) of Article V of the Constitution of

Pennsyl vani a and Subchapter B of Chapter 13 (relating to Traffic
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Court of Phil adel phia) so long as a conmunity court has not been
established or in the event one has been discontinued in the
City and County of Phil adel phi a.

“"Tribunal.” A court or district justice. The termincludes a
government unit when perform ng quasi-judicial functions.

"Unified judicial system"™ The unified judicial system
exi sting under section 1 of Article V of the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a and section 301 (relating to unified judicial
systemn.

8§ 103. Principles of construction.

(a) Necessary powers conferred.--The provisions of this
title shall be construed so as to vest in the unified judicial
system and in the personnel of the system power to do all things
that are reasonably necessary for the proper execution and
adm nistration of their functions within the scope of their
respective jurisdiction.

(b) No inference fromexpress grant of powers.--The
inclusion in this title of provisions derived fromor based on
the text of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and the
specification in this title of the powers of the unified
judicial systemis for the avoi dance of potential controversy
and the convenient codification of the powers of the system from
what ever source derived and shall not be construed as a
determi nation by the General Assenbly that any of such powers
are or are not inherent in the Suprene Court or the other
agencies and units of the system under the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a or ot herw se.

PART | |
ORGANI ZATI ON [ OF JUDI Cl AL BRANCH|

Subpar t
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1 A. Courts and District Justices
2 B. GQher Structural Provisions
3 SUBPART A
4 COURTS AND DI STRI CT JUSTI CES
5 Article
6 A. Prelimnary Provisions
7 B. Appellate Courts
8 C. Courts of Common Pl eas
9 D. Mnor Courts
10 E. District Justices
11 ARTI CLE A
12 PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS
13 Chapter
14 3. General Structure and Powers
15 CHAPTER 3
16 CENERAL STRUCTURE AND POVERS
17 Subchapt er
18 A. Unified Judicial System
19 B. General Provisions Relating to Courts
20 SUBCHAPTER A
21 UNI FI ED JUDI Cl AL SYSTEM
22 Sec.
23 301. Unified judicial system
24 8§ 301. Unified judicial system
25 The judicial power of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a
26 unified judicial system consisting of the:
27 (1) Suprenme Court.
28 (2) Superior Court.
29 (3) Conmonweal th Court.
30 (4) Courts of common pl eas.
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(5) Conmunity courts.

(6) Philadel phia Muinicipal Court.

(7) Pittsburgh Magistrates Court.

(8) Traffic Court of Phil adel phia.

(9) District justices.
Al'l courts and district justices and their jurisdiction shall be
inthis unified judicial system

SUBCHAPTER B
CENERAL PROVI SI ONS RELATI NG TO COURTS

Sec.
321. Court of record.
322. Seal .
323. Powers.
324. Sessi ons.
325. Chief Justice and president judges.
326. Quorum
327. Qaths and acknow edgnents.
§ 321. Court of record.

Except as otherwi se provided in this subpart every court of
t his Commonweal th shall be a court of record with all the
qualities and incidents of a court of record at comon | aw.

§ 322. Seal.

Each court of this Commonweal th shall have a seal engraved
with the nane of the court and such other inscription as may be
speci fied by general rule or rule of court. A facsimle or
preprinted seal may be used for all purposes in lieu of the
ori ginal seal
§ 323. Powers.

Every court shall have power to issue, under its judicial

seal, every lawful wit and process necessary or suitable for
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the exercise of its jurisdiction and for the enforcenent of any
order which it may make and all |egal and equitable powers
required for or incidental to the exercise of its jurisdiction,
and, except as otherw se prescribed by general rules, every
court shall have power to make such rules and orders of court as
the interest of justice or the business of the court may
require.

§ 324. Sessions.

Each court shall be in session as often as its judges shal
deem necessary or proper. Except as otherw se prescribed by
general rule or rule of court there shall be no terns of court.
Each court shall always be open for the transaction of judicial
busi ness and the court or any judge shall have the sane power in
vacation to issue injunctions, grant stays and enter other
orders as they have while the court is in session. The continued
exi stence or expiration of a session of a court in no way
affects the power of a court to do any act or take any
pr oceedi ng.

§ 325. Chief Justice and president judges.

(a) General rule.--The Chief Justice of Pennsylvania and the
presi dent judges of all courts with seven or |ess judges shal
be the judge | ongest in continuous service on their respective
courts. In the event of his resignation fromthis position the
j udge next |ongest in continuous service shall be the Chief
Justice of Pennsylvania or the president judge. Should any two
or nore judges of the same court assune office at the sane tine,
they shall cast lots forthwith for priority of comm ssion, and
certify the results to the Governor who shall issue their
comm ssi ons accordi ngly.

(b) Courts of eight or nore judges.--The president judges of
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all courts with eight or nore judges shall be selected for five-
year terns by the nmenbers of their respective courts. In the
event of a tie vote for the office of president judge, the
Suprene Court shall appoint as president judge one of the judges
recei ving the highest nunmber of votes.

(c) Traffic Court of Phil adel phia.--Notw thstandi ng any
ot her provision of this section, the President Judge of the
Traffic Court of Philadel phia shall be appointed by the Governor
for a five-year termor at the pleasure of the Governor

(d) Resignation and tenporary inability.--The Chief Justice
of Pennsylvania or a president judge may resign such position
and remain a menber of the court. If the Chief Justice or a
president judge is tenporarily unable to performhis duties as
such, they shall be perforned by the judge designated by or
pursuant to general rule.

(e) Powers of president judge.--Except as otherw se provided
or prescribed by this title, by general rule or by order of the
governing authority, the president judge of a court shall:

(1) Be the executive and adm nistrative head of the
court, supervise the judicial business of the court,

pronmul gate all admnistrative rules and regul ati ons, nake al

judicial assignments, and assign and reassign anong the

per sonnel of the court avail abl e chanbers and ot her physical

facilities.

(2) Exercise the powers of the court under section

2301(a)(2) (relating to appoi ntnment of personnel).

§ 326. Quorum

(a) Supreme Court.--A majority of the Suprenme Court shall be

a quorum of the court.

(b) Oher courts.--The quorumrequisite to hold a session of
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any other court shall be specified by general rule or rule of
court.

(c) Inability to assenble quorum --Were by reason of
vacancy, illness, disqualification or otherwise it is inpossible
to assenble a quorum of a court at the tine and pl ace
appropriate therefor, sufficient judges shall be tenporarily
assigned to the court to permt the court to hold a duly
convened session and transact the business of the court.

(d) Court en banc.--The conposition of a court en banc shal
be as specified by general rules.

§ 327. (Qaths and acknow edgnents.

Each judicial officer, each clerk of court, and such other
system and rel ated personnel and jurors as nay be designated by
or pursuant to general rules may adm nister oaths and
affirmati ons and take acknow edgnents.

ARTI CLE B
APPELLATE COURTS
Chapt er
5. Organi zation of Appellate Courts
7. Jurisdiction of Appellate Courts
CHAPTER 5
ORGANI ZATI ON OF APPELLATE COURTS
Subchapt er
A. Suprene Court of Pennsylvania
B. Superior Court of Pennsylvania
C. Commonweal th Court of Pennsyl vani a
SUBCHAPTER A
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANI A
Sec.

501. Suprene Court.
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1 502. GCeneral powers of Suprene Court.

2 503. Reassignnment of matters.

3 504. Seat of court.

4 § 501. Suprene Court.

5 The Suprenme Court of Pennsylvania shall consist of the Chief
6 Justice of Pennsylvania and six associate justices. The court

7 shall be the highest court of this Commonwealth and in it shal
8 be reposed the suprene judicial power of the Comonweal th.

9 8§ 502. GCeneral powers of Suprene Court.

10 The Suprene Court shall have and exercise the powers vested
11 in it by the Constitution of Pennsylvania, including the power
12 generally to mnister justice to all persons and to exercise the
13 powers of the court, as fully and anmply, to all intents and

14 purposes, as the justices of the Court of King' s Bench, Conmon
15 Pleas and Exchequer, at Westm nster, or any of them could or
16 mght do on May 22, 1722. The Suprene Court shall al so have and
17 exercise the follow ng powers:

18 (1) Al powers necessary or appropriate in aid of its
19 original and appellate jurisdiction which are agreeable to
20 t he usages and principles of |aw
21 (2) The powers vested in it by statute, including the
22 provisions of this title.
23 § 503. Reassignnent of matters.
24 The Suprenme Court may by general rule provide for the
25 assignnent and reassi gnnent of classes of matters anong the
26 several courts of this Commonwealth and the district justices as
27 the needs of justice shall require and all |aws shall be
28 suspended to the extent that they are inconsistent with such
29 general rules. Such rules shall be reported to the General

30 Assenbly by the Chief Justice at or after the beginning of a
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regul ar session thereof but not later than the first day of My.
Such rules shall take effect upon the expiration of 90 days
after they have been thus reported unless the General Assenbly,
by the adoption of a concurrent resolution, signifies its

| egislative intent to the contrary.

§ 504. Seat of court.

The regul ar sessions of the Supreme Court shall be held in
the facility specified in section 3701 (relating to Pennsyl vani a
Judicial Center) and el sewhere as prescri bed by general rule or
rule of court.

SUBCHAPTER B
SUPERI OR COURT OF PENNSYLVANI A
Sec.
541. Superior Court.
542. Powers of Superior Court.
543. Seat of court.
§ 541. Superior Court.

The Superior Court of Pennsylvania shall consist of seven
j udges.

8§ 542. Powers of Superior Court.

The Superior Court shall have all powers necessary or
appropriate in aid of its jurisdiction which are agreeable to
t he usages and principles of |aw
§ 543. Seat of court.

The regul ar sessions of the Superior Court shall be held at
the cities of Harrisburg, Philadel phia and Pittsburgh and
el sewhere as prescribed by general rule or rule of court.

SUBCHAPTER C
COVMONVEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANI A

Sec.
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561. Commonweal th Court.

562. Powers of Conmonweal th Court.
563. Seat of court.

564. Evidentiary hearings.

§ 561. Commonweal th Court.

The Commonweal th Court of Pennsyl vania shall consist of seven
j udges.

§ 562. Powers of Commonweal th Court.

The Commonweal th Court shall have power to issue, under its
judicial seal, every lawful wit and process necessary or
suitable for the exercise of its jurisdiction and for the
enforcenent of any order which it may nake, including such wits
and process to or to be served or enforced by system and rel at ed
personnel as the courts of conmon pleas are authorized by | aw or
usage to issue. The court shall also have all powers of a court
of record possessed by the courts of common pleas and all powers
necessary or appropriate in aid of its appellate jurisdiction
whi ch are agreeable to the usages and principles of |aw
§ 563. Seat of court.

(a) Regul ar sessions.--The regul ar sessions of the
Commonweal th Court shall be held at the seat of governnment and
el sewhere as provided in subsection (b). Each judge shall be
provi ded with suitable chanbers and other facilities at the seat
of government. The intention of this provision is to render the
court and the judges thereof as avail able, except as provided in
subsection (b) or as otherwi se provided in this title, at the
seat of government for the conduct of routine and energency
judicial business as would be the case if the jurisdiction of
the court were exercised by the Court of Conmon Pl eas of Dauphin

County.
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(b) Oher sessions.--Wthin the [imts of available
appropriations, special sessions of the court may be held from
time to tine for the conveni ence of parties or w tnesses, or
both, in the interest of justice, in such judicial districts of
t his Cormonweal t h as nake avail abl e without cost to the
Commonweal th suitable courtroomand rel ated physical facilities.
The court shall also sit in the cities of Philadel phia and
Pi tt sbur gh.

§ 564. Evidentiary hearings.

In any matter which requires the taking of testinony, the
Presi dent Judge of the Commonweal th Court may assign a judge of
the court, or another judge tenporarily assigned to the court
pursuant to section 4121 (relating to tenporary assignnment of
judges), to sit and receive the evidence, and perform such ot her
duties as may be prescribed by rule or order of court.

CHAPTER 7
JURI SDI CTlI ON OF APPELLATE COURTS
Subchapt er
A.  Ceneral Provisions
B. Jurisdiction of Suprenme Court
C. Jurisdiction of Superior Court
D. Jurisdiction of Commonweal th Court.
SUBCHAPTER A
CENERAL PROVI SI ONS
Sec.
701. Scope of subchapter.
702. Interlocutory orders.
703. Place and formof filing appeals.
704. \Waiver of objections to jurisdiction.

705. Transfers between internedi ate appell ate courts.
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1 706. Disposition of appeals.

2 707. Lien of judgnents.

3 708. Inprovident adm nistrative appeal s and other matters.

4 § 701. Scope of subchapter

5 (a) GCeneral rule.--The provisions of this subchapter shal
6 apply to all courts of this Commonweal th, including the courts
7 of common pleas when sitting as appellate courts.

8 (b) Reassignment of matters.--Any of the provisions of

9 Subchapter B (relating to jurisdiction of Suprene Court),

10 Subchapter C (relating to jurisdiction of Superior Court) and
11 Subchapter D (relating to jurisdiction of Conmonweal th Court)
12 shall be subject to and superseded by any inconsi stent

13 provisions of any general rule adopted pursuant to section 503
14 (relating to reassignment of nmatters).

15 8§ 702. Interlocutory orders.

16 (a) Appeals authorized by | aw. --Except as ot herw se

17 prescribed by any general rule adopted pursuant to section 503
18 (relating to reassignment of matters) an appeal authorized by
19 law froman interlocutory order in a matter shall be taken to
20 the appellate court having jurisdiction of final orders in such
21 matter
22 (b) Discretionary allowance of appeals.--Wen a court or
23 admnistrative agency, in making an interlocutory order in a
24 matter in which its final order would be within the jurisdiction
25 of an appellate court, shall be of the opinion that such order
26 involves a controlling question of law as to which there is
27 substantial ground for difference of opinion and that an
28 immedi ate appeal fromthe order nay naterially advance the
29 ultimate term nation of the matter, it shall so state in such

30 order. The appellate court may thereupon, in its discretion,
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permt an appeal to be taken from such order. Except as

ot herwi se prescribed by general rule, a petition for perm ssion
to appeal under this subsection shall not stay the proceedings

before the | ower court or adm nistrative agency, unless the

| oner court or agency or the appellate court or a judge thereof
shal | so order

8§ 703. Place and formof filing appeals.

Appeal s, petitions for perm ssion to appeal and petitions for
al l omance of appeal shall be filed in such office and in such
formas may be prescribed by general rule or rule of court.

§ 704. \Waiver of objections to jurisdiction.

The failure of an appellee to file an objection to the
jurisdiction of an appellate court on or prior to the hearing of
the appeal, or within such earlier tine as nay be specified by
general rule or rule of court, shall, unless the appellate court
shall otherw se order, operate to perfect the appellate
jurisdiction of such appellate court, notw thstandi ng any
provision of this title, or of any general rule adopted pursuant
to section 503 (relating to reassignnent of matters), vesting
jurisdiction of such appeal in another appellate court.

8§ 705. Transfers between intermnedi ate appel |l ate courts.

The Superior Court and the Commonweal th Court shall have
power pursuant to general rules, on their own notion or upon
petition of any party, to transfer any appeal to the other court
for consideration and decision with any matter pending in such
ot her court involving the same or related questions of fact, |aw
or discretion.

§ 706. Disposition of appeals.
An appellate court may affirm nodify, vacate, set aside or

reverse any order brought before it for review, and may renmand
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the matter and direct the entry of such appropriate order, or
require such further proceedings to be had as nmay be just under
t he circunstances.

§ 707. Lien of judgnents.

Any judgnent or other order of the Supreme Court, the
Superior Court or the Commonweal th Court for the paynent of
noney shall not be a lien upon real property in any county until
it is entered of record in the office of the clerk of the court
of conmon pl eas of the county where the property is situated, or
in the office of the clerk of the branch of the court of common
pl eas enbraci ng such county, in the sane manner as a judgnent
transferred fromthe court of conmon pl eas of another county.

8§ 708. Inprovident adm nistrative appeals and other matters.

(a) GCeneral rule.--No objection to governnental acts shal
be defeated by reason of error in the formof the objection or
the office of clerk of court in which the objection is filed.

(b) Appeals.--1f an appeal is inprovidently taken to a court
under any provision of law fromthe acts of a government unit
where the proper node of relief is an action in the nature of
equi ty, mandamnus, prohibition, quo warranto or otherw se, this
al one shall not be a ground for dism ssal, but the papers
whereon the appeal was taken shall be regarded and acted on as a
conpl aint or other proper process conmenced agai nst the
government unit or the persons for the tinme being conducting its
affairs and as if filed at the time the appeal was taken.

(c) Oher matters.--1f a conplaint in the nature of equity,
mandanus, prohibition, quo warranto or other original process is
commenced in any court against a government unit or one or nore
of the persons for the tine being conducting its affairs, as

such, objecting to governnmental acts by any of them where the
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proper node of relief is an appeal fromthe action of the
government unit, this alone shall not be a ground for dismssal,
but the papers whereon the process agai nst the governnent unit
or any of such persons was commenced shall be regarded and acted
on as an appeal from such acts of the governnment unit and as if
filed at the time such process was comenced.

(d) Place of filing.--Section 5103 (relating to transfer of
erroneously filed matters) shall also be applicable to an appeal
or other matter which is deened to be filed or commenced under
any provision of this section.

SUBCHAPTER B
JURI SDI CTI ON OF SUPREME COURT
Sec.
721. Original jurisdiction.
722. Direct appeals fromcourts of conmon pl eas.
723. Appeals fromthe Conmonweal th Court.
724. Al owance of appeals from Superior and Conmonweal t h
Courts.
725. Direct appeals fromconstitutional and judicial agencies.
726. Extraordinary jurisdiction.
§ 721. (Oiiginal jurisdiction.
The Suprene Court shall have original but not exclusive
jurisdiction of all cases of:
(1) Habeas corpus.
(2) Mandanus or prohibition to courts of inferior
jurisdiction.
(3) Quo warranto as to any officer of Statew de
jurisdiction.
§ 722. Direct appeals fromcourts of conmon pl eas.

The Suprene Court shall have excl usive jurisdiction of
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appeals fromfinal orders of the courts of common pleas in the
foll ow ng cl asses of cases:

(1) Fel onious homi cide.

(2) The right to public office.

(3) WMatters decided in the orphans' court division.

(4) Direct crimnal contenpt in the courts of conmmon
pl eas and ot her contenpt proceedings in the courts of conmmon
pleas relating to orders which are appeal able directly to the
Suprene Court.

(5) Supersession of a district attorney by an Attorney
CGeneral or by a court.

(6) Matters where the right or power of the Commonweal t h
or any political subdivision to create or issue indebtedness
is drawn in direct question.

(7) WMatters where the court of comon pl eas has held
invalid as repugnant to the Constitution, treaties or |aws of
the United States, or to the Constitution of this
Commonweal th, any treaty or law of the United States or any
provi sion of the Constitution of, or of any statute of, this
Commonweal th, or any provision of any honme rule charter.

§ 723. Appeals fromthe Commonweal th Court.

The Suprene Court shall have excl usive jurisdiction of
appeals fromall final orders of the Comopnweal th Court entered
in any matter which was originally commenced in said court and
whi ch does not constitute an appeal from another court, an
adm ni strative agency or a district justice. Any final order of
t he Comonweal th Court entered in any appeal froma decision of
t he Board of Finance and Revenue shall be appeal able to the
Suprene Court, as of right, under this section.

8§ 724. Al owance of appeals from Superior and Conmonweal t h
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Courts.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Final orders of the Superior Court and
final orders of the Commopnweal th Court not appeal abl e under
section 723 (relating to appeals from Coormonweal th Court) may be
reviewed by the Suprenme Court upon all owance of appeal by any
two justices of the Suprenme Court upon petition of any party to
the matter. If the petition shall be granted, the Suprene Court
shall have jurisdiction to review the order in the manner
provi ded by section 5105(d)(1) (relating to scope of appeal).

(b) Inprovident appeals.--If an appeal is inprovidently
taken to the Suprenme Court under section 723 (relating to
appeal s from Cormonweal th Court) in a case where the proper node
of reviewis by petition for all owance of appeal under this
section, this alone shall not be a ground for dismssal, but the
papers whereon the appeal was taken shall be regarded and acted
on as a petition for allowance of appeal and as if duly filed at
the tinme the appeal was taken.

8§ 725. Direct appeals fromconstitutional and judicial
agenci es.

The Suprene Court shall have excl usive jurisdiction of
appeals fromfinal orders of the follow ng constitutional and
j udi ci al agenci es:

(1) Legislative Reapportionnment Conmm ssion.
(2) Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew Board.
(3) The agency vested with the power to determ ne

whet her those nmenbers of the mnor judiciary required to do

so have conpleted a course of training and instruction in the

duties of their respective offices and passed an exam nati on.
(4) The agency vested with the power to admit persons to

the bar and the practice of |aw
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(5) The agency vested with the power to discipline or
remove fromoffice attorneys-at-I|aw.
(6) Any other judicial agency established by general
rules providing for a direct appeal to the Suprene Court.
§ 726. Extraordinary jurisdiction.

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of |aw, the Suprene Court
may, on its own notion or upon petition of any party, in any
matt er pendi ng before any court or district justice of this
Commonweal th i nvol ving an i ssue of inmediate public inportance,
assunme plenary jurisdiction of such natter at any stage thereof
and enter a final order or otherw se cause right and justice to
be done.

SUBCHAPTER C
JURI SDI CTI ON OF SUPERI OR COURT
Sec.
741. Original jurisdiction.
742. Appeals fromcourts of common pl eas.
§ 741. (Oiiginal jurisdiction.

The Superior Court shall have no original jurisdiction,
except in actions of mandanus and prohibition to courts of
inferior jurisdiction where such actions are ancillary to
matters within its appellate jurisdiction, and except that it,
or any judge thereof, shall have full power and authority when
and as often as there may be occasion, to issue wits of habeas
corpus under like conditions returnable to the said court.

§ 742. Appeals fromcourts of conmon pl eas.

The Superior Court shall have exclusive appellate
jurisdiction of all appeals fromfinal orders of the courts of
common pl eas, regardless of the nature of the controversy or the

anount invol ved, except such classes of appeals as are by any
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provision of this chapter within the exclusive jurisdiction of
the Suprenme Court or the Commonweal th Court.
SUBCHAPTER D
JURI SDI CTlI ON OF COVMONVEALTH COURT

Sec.
761. Oiginal jurisdiction.
762. Appeals fromcourts of common pl eas.
763. Direct appeals from adm nistrative agenci es.
§ 761. Oiiginal jurisdiction.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Cormonweal th Court shall have
original jurisdiction of all civil actions or proceedings:

(1) Against the Cormonweal th or any officer thereof,

acting in his official capacity, except:

(1) actions or proceedings in the nature of
applications for a wit of habeas corpus or post-
conviction relief not ancillary to proceedings within the
appel l ate jurisdiction of the court; and

(i1i) em nent domai n proceedi ngs.

(2) By the Commonweal th or any officer thereof, acting
in his official capacity, except em nent domain proceedi ngs.
(3) Oiginal jurisdiction of which is vested in the
Commonweal th Court by any statute hereafter enacted.
(b) Concurrent and exclusive jurisdiction.--The jurisdiction
of the Commonweal th Court under subsection (a) shall be
excl usive except as provided in section 721 (relating to
original jurisdiction) and except with respect to actions or
proceedi ngs by the Comonweal th or any officer thereof, acting
in his official capacity, where the jurisdiction of the court
shall be concurrent with the several courts of common pl eas.

(c) No waiver of sovereign inmmunity.--The provisions of
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subsection (a)(1) relating to actions or proceedi ngs agai nst the
Commonweal th shall not be construed as a wai ver by the
Commonweal th of immunity to suit.

(d) Ancillary matters.--The Conmonweal th Court shall have
original jurisdiction in actions of mandarmus and prohibition to
courts of inferior jurisdiction where such actions are ancillary
to matters within its appellate jurisdiction, and it, or any
j udge thereof, shall have full power and authority when and as
often as there may be occasion, to issue wits of habeas corpus
under like conditions returnable to the said court.

8§ 762. Appeals fromcourts of conmmon pl eas.

The Commonweal th Court shall have excl usive jurisdiction of
appeals fromfinal orders of the courts of common pleas in any
of the follow ng cases, except such classes of appeals as are by
section 722 (relating to direct appeals fromcourts of comon
pl eas) within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Suprene Court:

(1) Conmonwealth civil cases.--All civil actions or
proceedi ngs to which the Comonweal th or any officer thereof,
acting in his official capacity, is a party, except actions
or proceedings in the nature of applications for a wit of
habeas corpus or post-conviction relief not ancillary to
proceedi ngs within the appellate jurisdiction of the court.

(2) Governnental and Commonweal th regul atory crim nal
cases.--All crimnal actions or proceedings for the violation
of any:

(1) Rule, regulation or order of any Conmonweal t h
agency.
(i1i) Regulatory statute adm ni stered by any

Commonweal t h agency subject to the act of June 4, 1945

(P.L.1388, No.442), known as the "Adm nistrative Agency
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Law." The term"regulatory statute” as used in this
subpar agr aph does not include any provision of Title 18
(relating to crines and of fenses).

(3) Secondary review of certain appeals from
Commonweal th agencies.--All appeals from Commonweal t h
agenci es which may be taken initially to the courts of comon
pl eas by reason of one of the exceptions set forth in section
763(1) (relating to direct appeals fromadm nistrative
agenci es) .

(4) Local government civil and crimnal matters. --

(i) Al actions or proceedings arising under any
muni ci pality, institution district, public school,
pl anni ng or zoni ng code or under which a nmunicipality or
ot her political subdivision or municipality authority may
be formed or incorporated or where is drawn in question
the application, interpretation or enforcenent of any:

(A) statute regulating the affairs of political
subdi vi si ons, municipality and ot her | ocal
authorities or other public corporations or of the
of ficers, enployes or agents thereof, acting in their
of ficial capacity; or

(B) hone rule charter or |ocal ordinance or
resol ution.

(i1i) Al appeals from governnent agenci es under the
act of Decenmber 2, 1968 (P.L.1133, No.353), known as the
"Local Agency Law," or otherw se.

(5) Certain private corporation nmatters. --

(i) Al actions or proceedings relating to
corporations not-for-profit arising under Title 15

(relating to corporations and uni ncor por at ed
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associ ations) or where is drawn in question the

application, interpretation or enforcenent of any

provi sion of the Constitution, treaties or |laws of the

United States, or the Constitution of Pennsylvania or any

statute, regulating in any such case the corporate

affairs of any corporation not-for-profit subject to

Title 15 or the affairs of the nmenbers, security hol ders,

directors, officers, enployees or agents thereof, as

such.

(ii) Al actions or proceedi ngs otherw se involving
the corporate affairs of any corporation not-for-profit
subject to Title 15 or the affairs of the nenbers,
security holders, directors, officers, or enployees or
agents thereof, as such.

(6) Em nent domain.--All em nent donmain proceedi ngs or
where is drawn in question the power or right of the
acquiring agency to appropriate the condemmed property or to
use it for the purpose condemmed or ot herw se.

§ 763. Direct appeals fromadm nistrative agenci es.

The Commonweal th Court shall have excl usive jurisdiction of
appeals fromfinal orders of governnment agencies in the
foll ow ng cases, except such classes of appeals as are by
section 725 (relating to direct appeals fromconstitutional and
judicial agencies) within the exclusive jurisdiction of the
Suprene Court:

(1) Al appeals from Commonweal t h agenci es under the act
of June 4, 1945 (P.L.1388, No.442), known as the
"Adm ni strative Agency Law," or otherw se and i ncl uding
appeal s fromthe Pennsyl vani a Labor Rel ati ons Board, the

Pennsyl vania Public Utility Comm ssion, the Unenpl oynent
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1 Conpensati on Board of Review and from any Commonweal t h agency
2 havi ng statew de jurisdiction except matters:

3 (1) Relating to official inspection station

4 certificates of appointnent and the privil ege of

5 operating notor vehicles or tractors, including the

6 revocati on or suspension of such privileges and matters

7 relating thereto.

8 (ii) Authorized by the act of April 12, 1951

9 (P.L.90, No.21), known as the "Liquor Code," to be

10 appeal ed to the courts of common pl eas.

11 (iii1) Concerning birth records authorized by statute
12 to be appealed to the courts of conmon pl eas.

13 (iv) Authorized by the act of June 15, 1961

14 (P.L.373, No.207), known as the "Inheritance and Estate
15 Tax Act of 1961," or by any predecessor statute to be

16 appeal ed to the courts of common pl eas.

17 (v) Authorized by the act of June 21, 1939 (P.L.566,
18 No. 284), known as "The Pennsyl vani a Cccupati onal Di sease
19 Act," to be appealed to the courts of common pl eas.
20 (vi) Authorized by the act of July 23, 1970
21 (P.L.563, No.195), known as the "Public Enploye Rel ations
22 Act," to be appealed to the courts of common pl eas.
23 (2) Al appeals jurisdiction of which is vested in the
24 Commonweal th Court by any statute hereafter enacted.
25 ARTI CLE C
26 COURTS OF COVMON PLEAS
27 Chapter
28 9. Organization and Jurisdiction of Courts of Conmon Pl eas
29 CHAPTER 9
30 ORGANI ZATI ON AND JURI SDI CTI ON OF COURTS OF COVMON PLEAS
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Subchapt er

A

B
C.
D)

Sec.

901.

§ 901.
(a)

j udi ci

Judicial Districts
Organi zation of Courts of Common Pl eas
Court Divisions
Jurisdiction of Courts of Common Pl eas
SUBCHAPTER A
JUDI CI AL DI STRI CTS

Judicial districts.
Judicial districts.
General rule.--The Commonwealth is divided into 59
al districts, nunbered and conposed as foll ows:
First.--City and County of Phil adel phi a.
Second. - - County of Lancaster.
Third. --County of Nort hanpton
Fourth.--County of Tioga.
Fifth.--County of Allegheny.
Si xth.--County of Erie.
Sevent h. -- County of Bucks.
Ei ght h. --County of Nort hunberl| and
Ni nt h. - - County of Cunberl and.
Tent h. --County of West norel and.
El event h. --County of Luzerne.
Twel fth. --County of Dauphin
Thirteenth.--County of G eene.
Fourteent h. --County of Fayette.
Fifteenth.--County of Chester.
Si xt eent h. -- County of Somerset.
Sevent eent h. - - Counti es of Snyder and Uni on.

Ei ghteenth. --County of C arion.
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Ni net eent h. -- County of York.

Twenti et h. --County of Huntingdon.
Twenty-first.--County of Schuyl kill.

Twent y- second. - - County of Wayne.

Twenty-third. --County of Berks.
Twenty-fourth.--County of Blair.
Twenty-fifth.--County of Cinton.

Twent y-si xt h. --Counti es of Col unbi a and Mont our
Twent y- sevent h. -- County of Washi ngt on.

Twent y- ei ght h. - - County of Venango.
Twenty-ni nth. --County of Lycom ng.
Thirtieth.--County of Crawf ord.
Thirty-first.--County of Lehigh.
Thirty-second. - - County of Del awar e.
Thirty-third.--County of Arnstrong.
Thirty-fourth.--County of Susquehanna.
Thirty-fifth.--County of Mercer

Thirty-si xth.--County of Beaver.
Thirty-seventh.--Counties of Forest and Warren.
Thirty-ei ghth.--County of Montgonery.
Thirty-ninth.--Counties of Franklin and Fulton.
Fortieth.--County of Indiana.
Forty-first.--Counties of Juniata and Perry.
Forty-second. -- County of Bradford.
Forty-third.--Counties of Monroe and Pike.
Forty-fourth.--Counties of Sullivan and Womn ng.
Forty-fifth.--County of Lackawanna.
Forty-sixth.--County of Cearfield.
Forty-seventh.--County of Canbri a.

Forty-ei ghth.--County of MKean.
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Forty-ninth.--County of Centre.
Fiftieth.--County of Butler.
Fifty-first.--County of Adans.
Fifty-second. --County of Lebanon.
Fifty-third.--County of Law ence.
Fifty-fourth.--County of Jefferson
Fifty-fifth.--County of Potter.
Fifty-sixth.--County of Carbon.
Fifty-seventh.--County of Bedford.
Fifty-eighth.--County of Mfflin.
Fifty-ninth.--Counties of Cameron and El k.

(b) Change in nunber or boundaries.--Except as otherw se
provi ded therein, any statute anendi ng subsection (a) so as to
change the nunber or boundaries of the judicial districts of
this Coormonweal th shall take effect 30 days after the entry of
an order of the Suprene Court evidencing the advice and consent
of the court to the anendnent pursuant to section 11 of Article
V of the Constitution of Pennsylvani a.

SUBCHAPTER B
ORGANI ZATI ON OF COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS
Sec.
911. Courts of common pl eas.
912. Powers of courts of common pl eas.
913. Seats of courts.
§ 911. Courts of common pl eas.

(a) GCeneral rule.--There shall be one court of common pl eas
for each judicial district of this Commonweal th consisting of
the foll ow ng nunber of judges:

Nunber of

Judicial District Judges
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Fi rst

Second

Third

Fourth

Fifth

Si xt h

Sevent h

Ei ghth

Ni nt h

Tent h

El event h

Twel ft h
Thirteenth
Fourteenth
Fifteenth

Si xt eent h
Sevent eent h
Ei ght eent h

Ni net eent h
Twenti et h
Twenty-first
Twent y- second
Twenty-third
Twenty-fourth
Twenty-fifth
Twent y- si xt h
Twent y- sevent h
Twent y- ei ghth
Twent y-ni nt h
Thirtieth
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(b)

Thirty-first 5
Thirty-second 12
Thirty-third
Thirty-fourth
Thirty-fifth
Thirty-sixth

RO N R R

Thirty-seventh
Thirty-eighth

=
N

Thirty-ninth
Fortieth
Forty-first
Forty-second
Forty-third
Forty-fourth
Forty-fifth
Forty-sixth
Forty-seventh
Forty-eighth
Forty-ninth
Fiftieth
Fifty-first
Fifty-second
Fifty-third
Fifty-fourth
Fifty-fifth
Fifty-sixth
Fifty-seventh
Fifty-eighth

P R R R R R NN RPN PR RPN R OO R N R R NN

Fifty-ninth

Single county districts.--1n single county judicial
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districts the court of conmon pleas of the district shall be
known as the "Court of Common Pleas of (the respective) County.”

(c) Milti-county districts.--In nulti-county judici al
districts the court of conmon pleas of the district shall be
known as the "Court of Common Pleas of the (respective) Judicial
District.” Except as otherw se provided or prescribed by |aw,
there shall be a separate branch of the court in each county
conprising the judicial district.

8§ 912. Powers of courts of common pl eas.

Every court of common pleas shall have power to issue, under
its judicial seal, every lawful wit and process to or to be
served or enforced by system and rel ated personnel as such
courts have been heretofore authorized by | aw or usage to issue.
Every judge of a court of common pleas shall have all the powers
of a judge or district justice of the mnor judiciary.

§ 913. Seats of courts.

The regul ar sessions of each court of common pleas shall be
hel d at the county seat of each county conprising the judicial
district and el sewhere as prescribed by general rule or rule of
court.

SUBCHAPTER C
JURI SDI CTI ON OF COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS
Sec.
931. Oiginal jurisdiction and venue.
932. Appeals from m nor judiciary.
933. Appeals fromadm nistrative agenci es.
934. Wits of certiorari
§ 931. Oiginal jurisdiction and venue.
(a) General rule.--Except where exclusive origina

jurisdiction of an action or proceeding is by |aw vested in
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anot her court of this Commonweal th, the courts of comon pl eas
shall have unlimted original jurisdiction of all actions and
proceedi ngs, including all actions and proceedi ngs heretofore
cogni zabl e by | aw or usage in the courts of common pl eas.

(b) Concurrent and exclusive jurisdiction.--The jurisdiction
of the courts of comon pleas under this section shall be
excl usive except with respect to actions and proceedi ngs
concurrent jurisdiction of which is by |law vested in anot her
court of this Conmmonwealth or in the district justices.

(c) Venue and process.--The venue of a court of conmon pl eas
concerning matters over which jurisdiction is conferred by this
section shall be as prescribed by general rule. The process of
the court shall extend beyond the territorial limts of the
judicial district to the extent prescribed by general rule.

§ 932. Appeals frommnor judiciary.

Except as ot herw se prescribed by any general rule adopted
pursuant to section 503 (relating to reassignment of natters),
each court of common pleas shall have exclusive jurisdiction of
appeals fromfinal orders of the mnor judiciary established
within the judicial district.

8§ 933. Appeals fromadm nistrative agenci es.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherw se prescribed by any
general rul e adopted pursuant to section 503 (relating to
reassi gnment of matters), each court of conmon pleas shall have
jurisdiction of all appeals fromfinal orders of governnent
agencies in any of the foll ow ng cases:

(1) Conmonweal th agencies which nmay be taken initially
to the court of common pleas of the judicial district by

reason of one of the exceptions set forth in section 763(1)

of this title (relating to direct appeals fromadm nistrative
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agenci es) .

(2) Governnent agencies, except Commonweal t h agenci es,
under the act of Decenber 2, 1968 (P.L.1133, No.353), known
as the "Local Agency Law," or otherw se.

(b) Concurrent and exclusive jurisdiction.--Except as
ot herwi se provided or prescribed by law, the jurisdiction of a
court of common pleas of a judicial district under this section
shall be exclusive as to a governnment agency which has
jurisdiction only within such judicial district, and shall be
concurrent with the courts of comon pleas of all judicial
districts in which the government agency has jurisdiction where
such agency has jurisdiction in nore than one judicial district.

§ 934. Wits of certiorari

Unl ess and until changed by general rule, the judges of the
courts of common pleas, within their respective judicial
districts, shall have power, in addition to the right of appeal
under section 9 of Article V of the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania, to issue wits of certiorari to the m nor
judiciary.

SUBCHAPTER D
COURT DI VI SI ONS

Sec.
951. Court divisions.
952. Status of court divisions.
953. Admi nistrative judges of divisions.
§ 951. Court divisions.

(a) Philadel phia County.--The Court of Conmon Pl eas of
Phi | adel phia County shall have the follow ng divisions:

(1) Trial division.

(2) O phans' court division.
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(3) Famly court division.
(b) Al egheny County.--The Court of Common Pl eas of
Al | egheny County shall have the follow ng divisions:
(1) Gvil division.
(2) Crimnal division.
(3) O phans' court division.
(4) Famly division.

(c) Oher separate orphans' court divisions.--The courts of
common pl eas of Beaver, Berks, Bucks, Canbria, Chester, Dauphin,
Del aware, Erie, Fayette, Lackawanna, Lancaster, Lehigh, Luzerne,
Mont gonery, Schuyl kill, Washi ngton, Westnorel and and York
counties shall each have a separate orphans' court division.

(d) Judicial districts having no separate orphans' court
division.--1n each judicial district having no separate orphans'
court division, there shall be an orphans' court division
conposed of the court of conmmon pleas of that judicial district.

(e) Change in size of divisions.--The nunber of judges
constituting a division may be increased or reduced by order of
t he governing authority.

§ 952. Status of court divisions.

The divisions of a court of conmon pleas are administrative
units conposed of those judges of the court responsible for the
transacti on of specified classes of the business of the court.
In a court of comon pleas having two or nore divisions each
di vision of the court is vested with the full jurisdiction of
t he whol e court, but the business of the court may be all ocated
anong the divisions of the court by or pursuant to general
rul es.

8§ 953. Administrative judges of divisions.

Except as otherw se prescribed by general rule or by order of
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t he governing authority:
(1) Each division of a court of conmon pleas shall be
presi ded over by an adm nistrative judge.
(2) Each such administrative judge shall assist the
presi dent judge of the court in supervising and adm ni stering
t he busi ness of the court and, shall be responsible to him
ARTI CLE D
M NOR COURTS
Chapt er
11. Community and Munici pal Courts
13. Traffic Courts
CHAPTER 11
COVMUNI TY AND MUNI Cl PAL COURTS
Subchapt er
A.  Conmunity Courts
B. Phil adel phia Muni ci pal Court
C. Pittsburgh Magistrates Court
SUBCHAPTER A
COVMUNI TY COURTS
Sec.
1101. Community courts.
1102. Establishment or discontinuance of community courts.
1103. Powers of comunity courts.
1104. Seats of courts.
1105. Jurisdiction and venue.
1106. Lien of judgnents.
§ 1101. Community courts.
(a) GCeneral rule.--There shall be one comunity court for
each judicial district of this Cormonweal th which has elected to

establi sh and which has not elected to di scontinue such a court
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in the manner provided in this subchapter. The conmunity court
shall be a court not of record and shall consist of a nunber of
j udges determ ned by dividing the total population of the
judicial district as determ ned by the last officially reported
decenni al or special Federal census by 75,000. In any judicial
district where the aforesaid division results in a remai nder
greater than 40,000, the judicial district shall be entitled to
an additional conmmunity court judge. In no event shall any
judicial district have less than two community court judges.

(b) Single county districts.--1n single county judicial
districts the conmunity court of the district shall be known as
the "Community Court of (the respective) County."

(c) Milti-county districts.--In nulti-county judici al
districts the conmunity court of the district shall be known as
the "Community Court of the (respective) Judicial District."

§ 1102. Establishnent or discontinuance of community courts.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The question whether a community court
shall be established or discontinued in any judicial district
shall be placed upon the ballot in a primary el ection by
petition which shall be in the formprescribed by the officer of
t he Commonweal t h who under | aw shall have supervision over
el ections. The petition shall be filed with that officer and
shall be signed by a nunber of electors equal to 5% of the total
votes cast for all candidates for the office occupied by a
single official for which the highest nunber of votes was cast
in that judicial district at the |ast preceding general or
muni ci pal el ection. The manner of signing such petitions, the
time of circulating them the affidavits of the persons
circulating themand all other details not contained in this

subsection shall be governed by the act of June 3, 1937
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(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the "Pennsyl vania El ecti on Code."
The question shall not be placed upon the ballot in a judicial
district nore than once in any five-year period. The affirmative
vote of a mpjority of the electors of the judicial district
voting thereon shall be sufficient to establish or discontinue a
community court for the judicial district.

(b) Establishnent.--The community court of a judicial
district shall be established on the first Mnday of January
foll owing the municipal election at which the first judges of
the court shall be elected. A court when established shall, in
accordance with and subject to Article V of the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a, supplant all district justices or the mnunici pal
court and the traffic court, as the case may be, within the
judicial district, except that in the fifth judicial district a
community court shall not supplant the Pittsburgh Mgistrates
Court. Upon the expiration of the termof any district justice
or judge of the nmunicipal or traffic court, as the case may be,
or the abolition of his office in the manner and at such tinme as
is provided by statute, in a judicial district in which a
community court has been established, the matters then pendi ng
and the books, dockets and records thereof shall be transferred
to the community court which shall determ ne and concl ude such
matters as if it had assuned jurisdiction in the first instance.

(c) Discontinuance.--Were the electors of a judicial
district have at a primary approved the discontinuance of an
exi sting community court within their judicial district such
community court and the office of the judges serving thereon
shal |l then be abolished in the manner and at such tine as is
provi ded by section 3322 (relating to discontinuance of

community courts). Thereafter, the office of district justice or

19750S0935B1075 - 72 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

judge of the nmunicipal or traffic court, as the case may be,
shall be established to replace and suppl ant such conmunity
court on the first Monday of January of the even-nunbered year
next follow ng the odd-nunbered year specified in section
1503(b) (relating to discontinuance of community court) and the
nunber and boundaries of magisterial districts, if any, of each
class within such judicial district shall be established in the
manner provided by section 1503(b).

§ 1103. Powers of conmunity courts.

Every judge of a community court shall have all the powers of
a judge of the rmnunicipal court or traffic court, or of a
district justice, as the case may be.

§ 1104. Seats of courts.

The regul ar sessions of each community court shall be held at
such location within the judicial district as may be approved by
the president judge of the court of common pleas of the judicial
district in conpliance with general rules.

§ 1105. Jurisdiction and venue.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherw se prescribed by any
general rul e adopted pursuant to section 503 (relating to
reassi gnment of matters) each community court shall have the
jurisdiction which under |aw was exerci sed by the munici pal
court or traffic court or by district justices, as the case nmay
be, within the judicial district.

(b) Venue and process.--The venue of a conmunity court
concerning matters over which jurisdiction is conferred by
subsection (a) shall be as prescribed by general rule. The
process of the court shall extend beyond the territorial limts
of the judicial district to the extent prescribed by general

rul e.
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§ 1106. Lien of judgnents.
A judgnent of a community court shall not operate as a lien
on real property until a transcript of the record show ng a

final judgnent in the community court has been filed in the

1

2

3

4

5 manner prescribed by general rules in the office of the clerk of
6 the court of common pleas of the county where the property is

7 situated, or in the office of the clerk of the branch of the

8 <court of conmon pleas enbracing such county. After such entry

9 the judgnment shall, fromthe date of such entry, be a lien upon
10 real property to the sanme extent that judgnent recovered in the
11 court of conmon pleas is a lien. No such transcript shall be

12 filed until after 30 days after the entry of final judgnent by

13 the community court. No execution against real estate shal

14 issue out of the community court.

15 SUBCHAPTER B
16 PHI LADELPH A MUNI Cl PAL COURT
17 Sec.

18 1121. Phil adel phia Muinicipal Court.

19 1122. Seat of court.

20 1123. Jurisdiction and venue.

21 1124. Lien of judgnents.

22 § 1121. Phil adel phia Muni ci pal Court.

23 The Phil adel phia Minici pal Court shall consist of 22 judges.
24 8§ 1122. Seat of court.

25 The regul ar sessions of the Philadel phia Minicipal Court

26 shall be held at such locations within the first judicial

27 district as nay be approved by the president judge of the court
28 in conpliance with general rules.

29 8§ 1123. Jurisdiction and venue.

30 (a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherw se prescribed by any
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1 general rule adopted pursuant to section 503 (relating to

2

reassi gnnment of matters) the Phil adel phia Minicipal Court shal

3 have jurisdiction of all of the following matters:

4

© 00 ~N o O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(1) Sunmary of fenses, except those within the
jurisdiction of the Traffic Court of Phil adel phia.

(2) Crimnal offenses for which no prison termmay be
i nposed or which are punishable by inprisonment for a term of
not nore than five years, including indictable offenses under
the notor vehicle laws. In cases under this paragraph the
def endant shall have no right of trial by jury in the
muni ci pal court, but shall have the right of appeal for trial
de novo, including the right of trial by jury, to the court
of conmmon pl eas. The judges of the rmunicipal court exercising
jurisdiction under this paragraph shall have the sane
jurisdiction in probation and parole arising out of sentences
i nposed by them as judges of the court of common pl eas.

(3) Matters arising under the act of April 6, 1951
(P.L.69, No.20), known as "The Landl ord and Tenant Act of
1951. "

(4) GCvil actions wherein the sum demanded does not
exceed $500, exclusive of interest and costs, in the
foll ow ng classes of actions:

(1) In assunpsit.
(ii) In trespass, including all forns of trespass
and trespass on the case.
(iti1) For fines and penalties by any governnent
agency.
A plaintiff may waive a portion of his claimof nore than
$500 so as to bring the matter within the jurisdiction of the

muni ci pal court but such waiver shall be revoked
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automatically if the defendant appeals the final order of the

muni ci pal court. In cases under this paragraph the defendant

shall have no right of trial by jury in the mnunicipal court,
but shall have the right to appeal for trial de novo,
including the right of trial by jury, to the court of common
pleas, it being the purpose of this paragraph to establish an
expeditious small clainms procedure whereby it shall not be
necessary for the litigants to obtain counsel. Judgnents by
confession shall not be entered in the mnunicipal court.

(5) As comm ssioners to preside at arraignnments, fix and
accept bail, issue warrants and performduties of a simlar
nature, including the jurisdiction of a conmtting nagistrate
in all crimnal proceedings.

(b) Concurrent and exclusive jurisdiction.--The jurisdiction
of the municipal court under this section shall be concurrent
with the Court of Common Pl eas of Phil adel phia County except
with respect to matters specified in subsection (a)(2), as to
whi ch the jurisdiction of the municipal court shall be exclusive
except as otherw se prescribed by any general rule adopted
pursuant to section 503.

(c) Venue and process.--The venue of the nunicipal court
concerning matters over which jurisdiction is conferred by this
section shall be as prescribed by general rule. The process of
the court shall extend beyond the territorial limts of the Cty
and County of Phil adel phia to the extent prescribed by general
rul e.

§ 1124. Lien of judgnents.

Judgnent recovered in the Philadel phia Minicipal Court shal

be a lien upon property in the sane manner and to the sane

extent that judgnent recovered in the Court of Conmon Pl eas of
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Phi | adel phia County is a lien. Al such judgnents shall be
i ndexed in the judgnment index or indices of Philadel phia County
in the sane manner as judgnents of the court of common pleas are
i ndexed.

SUBCHAPTER C

Pl TTSBURGH MAGQ STRATES COURT

Sec.
1141. Pittsburgh Magi strates Court.
1142. Seat of court.
1143. Jurisdiction and venue.
§ 1141. Pittsburgh Magistrates Court.

The Pittsburgh Magi strates Court shall be a court not of
record and shall consist of such a nunber of judges, not |ess
than five nor nore than eight, as shall be specified by
ordi nance of the Gty of Pittsburgh. The magi strates court shal
be the police magi strates authorized to be continued in
exi stence by section 21, Schedule to Article V of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania adopted April 23, 1968. Judges of
the Pittsburgh Magi strates Court shall be deenmed district
justices for the purposes of Chapter 33 (relating to discipline,
removal and retirenent of judicial officers).

§ 1142. Seat of court.

The regul ar sessions of the Pittsburgh Magi strates Court
shall be held at such locations within the City of Pittsburgh as
may be designated by ordi nance of the City of Pittsburgh.

§ 1143. Jurisdiction and venue.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherw se prescribed by any
general rul e adopted pursuant to section 503 (relating to
reassi gnment of matters) the Pittsburgh Magi strates Court shal

have jurisdiction of all of the following matters:
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(1) Crimnal conplaints accusing any person of the
commi ssion of any felony or m sdeneanor, where such felony or
m sdeneanor has been committed within the corporate limts of
the Gty of Pittsburgh, and to issue warrants for the arrest
of such person so accused, adm ni ster oaths and hold
prelimnary hearings in all such cases, and commt to jail,
or bind over for trial or discharge such accused person, as
t he evi dence produced at such hearing may warrant. The court
shall have power to admit to bail as prescribed by general
rul es.

(2) Arrests upon view, or upon conplaint nade and
warrant issued, by the police of the City of Pittsburgh, of
all persons who nay be found engaged in or be charged wth
drunkenness, disorderly conduct, selling liquor contrary to
| aw, mai ntaining a disorderly house or bawdy house, |ewd,

i ndecent or | ascivious behavior on the streets or el sewhere,
ganbling, creating riots or disturbances, vagrants, beggars,
prostitutes, disturbers of the public peace, known or reputed
pi ckpockets, burglars, thieves, watch stuffers, cheating,

swi ndl i ng, persons who abuse their famlies, and suspicious
persons who can give no reasonabl e account of thenselves, or
violating any of the | aws or ordi nances of such city.

(3) GCuvil clainms for the recovery of fines and penalties
i nposed by any and all ordinances of the City of Pittsburgh,
or by any and all ordinances and regulations relating to
housi ng and heal th adm ni stered and enforced by a county
heal t h departnment where a violation takes place in such city,
and all cases of summary conviction arising under the | aws
and ordi nances of or applicable to such city and under the

| aws, ordinances, rules and regulations relating to housing

19750S0935B1075 - 78 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN NN RN NN N NN R B R B R R R R R e
© 0O N O U~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

30

and health adm ni stered and enforced by a county depart nment

of health where a violation takes place in such city,

ful

affirmati ons therein,

power to hear the said cases,

deci de the sane,

W th
adm ni ster oaths or

enforce the penalty,

collect the fine or conmmit to prison as the case nmay be

according to the provisions of the |aw and ordi nances

appl i cabl e thereto.

(4)

Matters within the jurisdiction of the court when

sitting as the Traffic Court of Pittsburgh.

(b)

Venue and process. --The venue of the Pittsburgh

Magi strates Court concerning matters over which jurisdiction is

conferred by subsection (a) shal

rul e.
territorial

prescri bed by general rule.

The process of the court shal

be as prescribed by general

extend beyond the

limts of the Gty of Pittsburgh to the extent

CHAPTER 13

TRAFFI C COURTS

Subchapt er

A. Ceneral Provisions

B. Traffic Court of Phil adel phia

C. Traffic Court of Pittsburgh

SUBCHAPTER A

GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Sec.

1301. Seats of traffic courts.
1302. Jurisdiction and venue.
1303. Signatures and dockets.

§ 1301. Seats of traffic courts.

The regul ar sessions of a traffic court shal

| ocations within the political

19750S0935B1075 -
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is established as nay be approved in conpliance with general

rul es by the president judge of the court of common pleas of the
judicial district enbracing such political subdivision.

§ 1302. Jurisdiction and venue.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherw se prescribed by any
general rul e adopted pursuant to section 503 (relating to
reassi gnment of matters), each traffic court shall have
jurisdiction of all prosecutions for summary of fenses arising
under :

(1) The act of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58, No.32), known as

"The Vehicl e Code."

(2) Any ordinance of any political subdivision enacted
pursuant to "The Vehicle Code."

(b) Concurrent and exclusive jurisdiction.--The jurisdiction
of a traffic court under this section shall be exclusive of the
courts of common pleas and district justices, except that such
jurisdiction shall be concurrent with the district justices
whenever the traffic court is closed.

(c) Venue and process.--The venue of a traffic court
concerning matters over which jurisdiction is conferred by this
section shall be as prescribed by general rule. The process of
the court shall extend beyond the territorial limts of the
political subdivision for which it is established to the extent
prescri bed by general rule.

§ 1303. Signatures and dockets.

Facsimle signatures of the traffic court judges may be used
for all purposes in lieu of the original signatures, except on
affidavits for warrants of arrest and on the docket of the
traffic court. Traffic court dockets shall contain a record of

t he disposition of every case and where a fine and costs are

19750S0935B1075 - 80 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN NN RN NN N NN R B R B R R R R R e
© 0O N O U~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

30

i nposed shall record the amobunt of said fine and the anmount of
costs. The docket shall in all cases, where a summpns has been
i ssued, as to each case, be signed by the judge meking the
di sposition or in his nanme by the clerk of the traffic court.
SUBCHAPTER B
TRAFFI C COURT OF PHI LADELPHI A
Sec.
1321. Traffic Court of Philadel phia.
§ 1321. Traffic Court of Phil adel phia.

The Traffic Court of Philadel phia shall be a court not of
record and shall consist of six judges. The court is established
for the City and County of Phil adel phi a.

SUBCHAPTER C
TRAFFI C COURT OF Pl TTSBURGH
Sec.
1331. Traffic Court of Pittsburgh.
1332. Operations of traffic court.
§ 1331. Traffic Court of Pittsburgh.

The Traffic Court of Pittsburgh shall be a court not of
record and shall be held by such of the judges of the Pittsburgh
Magi strates Court as shall be assigned thereto by the Mayor of
the Gty of Pittsburgh, one of whom shall be designated by the
mayor as the presiding magistrate of the traffic court. The
court is established for the Cty of Pittsburgh.

§ 1332. (Operations of traffic court.

The presiding magi strate shall preside over and supervise the
work of the Traffic Court of Pittsburgh. In the absence of the
presi di ng magi strate designated by the mayor, the judge then
tenporarily presiding shall have such supervision. The traffic

court shall be open for the transaction of business at such
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times as shall be designated by ordinance of the Cty of
Pittsburgh or prescribed by general rule.
ARTI CLE E
DI STRI CT JUSTI CES
Chapt er
15. District Justices
CHAPTER 15
DI STRI CT JUSTI CES
Subchapt er
A. Magisterial Districts
B. District Justices
SUBCHAPTER A
MAG STERI AL DI STRI CTS
Sec.
1501. Definitions.
1502. dCassification of districts.
1503. Reestablishnment of districts.
§ 1501. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter
shall have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Court." The Suprenme Court or the court of common pl eas of
each judicial district under the direction of the Suprenme Court.

"Political subdivision.” Any nunicipality or townshi p except
the Gty and County of Phil adel phi a.

"Popul ation.” The nunber of persons residing within a
political subdivision or part thereof as determ ned by the then
current Federal decennial or Federal special census.

"Popul ation density."” The nunber of persons residing within

a political subdivision or part thereof as determ ned by
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di vi di ng such nunber by the |land area expressed in square m|les
as determined in the official publication by the Bureau of
Statistics of the Departnent of Comrerce.

§ 1502. dassification of districts.

(a) Second class counties.--The classes of nmagi steri al
districts in judicial districts coextensive with counties of the
second cl ass shall be determ ned as foll ows:

(1) WMagisterial districts of the first class shall have

a popul ation density of nore than 5,000 persons per square

mle and a popul ation of not |ess than 65,000 persons.

(2) Magisterial districts of the second class shall have

a popul ation density of nore than 500 persons per square mle

and a popul ati on of between 22,500 and 65, 000 persons.

(3) Magisterial districts of the third class shall have

a popul ation density of nore than 200 persons per square mle

and a popul ati on of between 12,000 and 22,500 persons.

(4) WMagisterial districts of the fourth class shall have

a popul ation density of nore than 70 persons per square mle

and a popul ati on of between 7,500 and 12, 000 persons.

(5) Magisterial districts of the fifth class shall have

a popul ation density of less than 70 persons per square mle

and a popul ati on of between 4,000 and 7,500 persons.

(b) O her counties.--The classes of magisterial districts in
judicial districts not coextensive with counties of the first
class or counties of the second class shall be determ ned as
fol | ows:

(1) Magisterial districts of the first class shall have

a popul ation density of nore than 1,000 persons per square

mle and a popul ation of not |ess than 15,000 persons.

(2) Magisterial districts of the second class shall have
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a popul ation density of nore than 400 persons per square mle

and a popul ati on of not |less than 4,000 persons.

(3) Magisterial districts of the third class shall have

a popul ation density of |less than 400 persons per square mle

and a popul ati on of not |less than 4,000 persons.

(4) WMagisterial districts of the fourth class shall have

a popul ation density of |ess than 400 persons per square mle

and a popul ati on of between 2,000 and 4, 000 persons. The

nunber of magisterial districts of the fourth class within a

judicial district shall not be increased.
§ 1503. Reestablishment of districts.

(a) GCeneral rule.--In each year following that in which the
Federal decennial census is officially reported as required by
Federal |aw the court shall reestablish the nunber, boundaries
and cl asses of magisterial districts within each judici al
di strict except:

(1) The first judicial district.
(2) Any judicial district where a community court has
been established and not discontinued.
The nunber, boundaries and class of nmagisterial districts within
each judicial district shall be revised fromtine to tinme as
required for the efficient adm nistration of justice within each
magi sterial district.

(b) Discontinuance of community court.--The court upon the
di sconti nuance of a community court shall establish the nunber,
boundari es and cl asses of mmgisterial districts within the
judicial district enbracing such discontinued community court.
Such action shall be conpleted prior to the first Minday of
January of the odd-nunbered year next follow ng the primry

el ection at which the discontinuance of the comunity court is

19750S0935B1075 - 84 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN NN RN NN N NN R B R B R R R R R e
© 0O N O U~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

30

approved.

(c) Standards for establishment of magisterial districts.--
In the case of a political subdivision containing withinits
boundaries two or nore magisterial districts, the court shal
di vide the political subdivision into nmagisterial districts as
nearly equal as possible in population and area, and the court
may presune that the popul ation density of each part of a
political subdivision is the sane popul ati on density as for the
whol e political subdivision. The court in establishing the
nunber and boundaries of magisterial districts shall not
subdi vide political subdivisions unless either:

(1) the political subdivision contains two or nore
nonconti guous parts; or
(2) the political subdivision contains withinits

boundaries two or nore magi sterial districts, in which case

wards or other election districts of the political

subdi vi si on shall not be subdi vi ded.

SUBCHAPTER B
DI STRI CT JUSTI CES

Sec.
1511. District justices.
1512. Seal .
1513. Powers of district justices.
1514. O fices.
1515. Jurisdiction and venue.
1516. Lien of judgnent.
§ 1511. District justices.

There shall be one district justice in each magisteri al
district.

§ 1512. Seal.
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Each magi sterial district shall have a seal, which shall be
in the custody of the district justice elected or appointed for
such district. The official acts of the district justice shall
be authenticated therewith. There shall be engraved on the seal
such inscription as may be specified by general rule.

§ 1513. Powers of district justices.

Every district justice shall have power to issue every | awf ul
process to or to be served or enforced by system and rel ated
personnel and to make such | awful orders as his official
business nmay require. A district justice may take affidavits and
acknow edgnents outside his magisterial district but within this
Commonweal t h.

§ 1514. Ofices.

O fices of district justices shall be established in
conpliance with standards prescribed by general rule.
§ 1515. Jurisdiction and venue.

(a) Jurisdiction.--Except as otherw se prescribed by general
rul e adopted pursuant to section 503 (relating to reassi gnnent
of matters) district justices shall, under procedures prescribed
by general rule, have jurisdiction of all of the follow ng
matters:

(1) Sunmary of fenses, except those within the
jurisdiction of an established and open traffic court.

(2) Matters arising under the act of April 6, 1951
(P.L.69, No.20), known as "The Landl ord and Tenant Act of
1951," which are stated therein to be within the jurisdiction
of a justice of the peace.

(3) GCvil clainms wherein the sum demanded does not
exceed $1, 000, exclusive of interest and costs, in the

foll ow ng classes of actions:
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(i) In assunpsit, except cases of real contract
where the title to real estate may be in question.

(i) In trespass, including all forns of trespass
and trespass on the case.

(iti1) For fines and penalties by any governnent
agency.

A plaintiff may waive a portion of his claimof nore than

$1,000 so as to bring the matter within the jurisdiction of a

district justice. Such waiver shall remain effective except

upon appeal by either party or when the judgnent is set aside
upon certiorari

(4) As comm ssioners to preside at arraignnments, fix and
accept bail, issue warrants and performduties of a simlar
nature, including the jurisdiction of a conmtting nagistrate
in all crimnal proceedings.

(5) WMatters jurisdiction of which is vested in district
justices by any statute.

(b) Venue and process.--The venue of a district justice
concerning matters over which jurisdiction is conferred by
subsection (a) of this section shall be as prescribed by general
rule. The process of the district justice shall extend beyond
the territorial Iimts of the nmagisterial district to the extent
prescri bed by general rule.

§ 1516. Lien of judgnent.

A judgnent of a district justice shall not operate as a |lien
on real property until a transcript of the record showi ng a
final judgnent of a district justice has been filed in the
manner prescribed by general rules in the office of the clerk of
the court of comon pleas of the county where the property is

situated, or in the office of the clerk of the branch of the
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court of common pl eas enbraci ng such county. After such entry
t he judgnent shall, fromthe date of such entry, be a |ien upon
real property to the same extent that judgnent recovered in the
court of common pleas is a lien. No such transcript shall be
filed until after 30 days after the entry of final judgment by
the district justice. No execution against real estate shall be
i ssued by a district justice.
SUBPART B
OTHER STRUCTURAL PROVI SI ONS
Chapt er
17. CGovernance of the System
19. Admnistrative Ofice of Pennsylvania Courts
21. Judicial Boards and Conm ssions
23. System and Rel at ed Per sonnel
25. Representation of Litigants
27. Ofice of the Cerk of the Court of Common Pl eas
CHAPTER 17
GOVERNANCE OF THE SYSTEM
Subchapt er
A.  Ceneral Provisions
B. Judicial Council of Pennsylvania
C. Specific Powers of the Governing Authority of the System
SUBCHAPTER A
CENERAL PROVI SI ONS
Sec.
1701. Ceneral supervisory and adm nistrative authority of
t he Suprene Court.
1702. Rul e maki ng procedures.
§ 1701. Ceneral supervisory and adm nistrative authority

of the Suprene Court.
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The Suprene Court shall exercise general supervisory and
adm ni strative authority over the unified judicial systemand in
aid thereof shall have the powers specified in Subchapter C
(relating to specific powers of the governing authority of the
systemn.

§ 1702. Rule making procedures.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Subject to the provisions of subsection
(b), the Suprenme Court and all agencies or units of the unified
judicial systemexercising the power to adopt general rules or
other orders in the nature of regulations pursuant to the
authority of the Supreme Court under section 1721 (relating to
del egati on of powers) shall be an agency within the neaning of
the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), known as the
"Conmonweal th Docunents Law," and shall be subject to all of the
provi sions of such act except section 205 (relating to approval
as to legality). No such general rule or order adopted by the
Suprene Court or by such an agency or unit shall take effect
prior to publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, unless the
government unit adopting the general rule or order for good
cause finds (and incorporates the finding and a brief statenent
of the reasons therefor in the order adopting the general rule
or order or change therein) that the deferral of the effective
date of the general rule or order or change therein beyond the
date specified in the order is inpracticable or contrary to the
public interest.

(b) Scope.--The provisions of subsection (a) shall apply
only to a rule or order adopted pursuant to the follow ng
provisions of this title or which is otherw se based in whole or
in part upon authority conferred by any provision of this title

or by other statutory authority:
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1 Section 503 (relating to reassignnment of matters).

2 Section 1722(b) (relating to enforcenent and effect of
3 orders and process).

4 Section 1722(c) (relating to time limtations).

5 Section 1724 (relating to rules of evidence).

6 Section 1728 (relating to establishment of fees and

7 char ges).

8 Section 1729 (relating to establishnment of taxable

9 costs).

10 Section 1731 (relating to recognition of rel ated

11 or gani zati ons) .

12 The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall also

13 apply to other rules and orders to the extent prescribed by

14 general rule.

15 SUBCHAPTER B

16 JUDI CI AL COUNCI L OF PENNSYLVAN A

17 Sec.

18 1711. Judicial Council of Pennsyl vani a.

19 1712. (Organization.
20 1713. Staff.
21 1714. Powers and duties.
22 § 1711. Judicial Council of Pennsyl vani a.
23 (a) GCeneral rule.--A Judicial Council of Pennsylvania
24 created by the Suprenme Court shall consist of the persons
25 designated by or pursuant to general rule.
26 (b) Seal.--The Judicial Council shall have a seal engraved
27 with its nanme and such other inscription as may be specified by
28 general rule. Afacsimle or preprinted seal nay be used for al
29 purposes in lieu of the original seal.

30 § 1712. Organization.
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The organi zation and proceedi ngs of the Judicial Counci
shall be governed by general rule.
§ 1713. Staff.

The Judicial Council shall have such staff as may be
prescri bed by general rule. The office of the staff shall be in
the facility specified in section 3701 (relating to Pennsyl vani a
Judi cial Center).

§ 1714. Powers and duti es.

Subj ect to any inconsistent general rules, the Judicial
Council shall exercise the powers and performthe duties vested
in and i nposed upon the council by |aw.

SUBCHAPTER C
SPECI FI C PONERS OF THE GOVERNI NG

AUTHORI TY OF THE SYSTEM
Sec.
1721. Del egation of powers.
1722. Adoption of adm nistrative and procedural rules.
1723. Review of rules of court.
1724. Rules of evidence.
1725. Reconmendations to the General Assenbly and ot her bodi es.
1726. Ceneral supervisory and admi nistrative authority.
1727. Personnel of the system
1728. Establishnment of fees and charges.
1729. Establishnent of taxable costs.
1730. Budget and financial matters.
1731. Recognition of related organizati ons.
1732. Conferences and institutes.
1733. Boards, councils, conm ssions and conmittees.
§ 1721. Del egation of powers.

The Suprenme Court may fromtime to tine delegate to a
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1 judicial council existing under order of the Suprene Court as

2 inplenmented by Subchapter B (relating to Judicial Council of

3 Pennsylvania) or otherwise or to any other agency or unit of the
4 wunified judicial systemsuch of the supervisory and

5 admnistrative powers of the court, including the powers

6 specified in this subchapter, as nay be specified by general

7 rule.

8 8§ 1722. Adoption of adm nistrative and procedural rules.

9 (a) General rule.--The governing authority shall have the
10 power to prescribe and nodify general rules governing:

11 (1) Practice, procedure and the conduct of all courts,
12 district justices and all officers serving process or

13 enforcing orders of any court or district justice and for

14 adm ssion to the bar and to practice |law, and the

15 adm nistration of all courts and the supervision of al

16 officers of the judicial branch, if such rules are consistent
17 with the Constitution of Pennsylvania and neither abridge,
18 enl arge nor nodify the substantive rights of any litigant,
19 nor suspend nor alter any statute of limtation or repose.
20 Al'l statutes shall be suspended to the extent that they are
21 i nconsistent with rules prescribed under this paragraph.
22 (2) The prescription of canons of ethics applicable to
23 j udges and the prescription of rules or canons applicable to
24 the activities of all other personnel of the system
25 (3) Procedure under section 18 of Article V of the
26 Constitution of Pennsylvania and Subchapter C of Chapter 33
27 (relating to discipline and renoval by Judicial Inquiry and
28 Revi ew Board).
29 (4) Procedure for the suspension, renoval, discipline
30 and conpul sory retirenent of district justices.
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(5) Any matter which is authorized by statute to be
governed by general rules.

A governing authority other than the Supreme Court shall not
have power to prescribe general rules for assignment or

reassi gnment of classes of matters anong the several courts and
district justices under section 503 (relating to reassignnment of
matters) or otherw se.

(b) Enforcenent and effect of orders and process.--To the
extent, if any, that such powers shall not be conferred by the
provi sions of subsection (a)(1) and (5), the governing authority
shall have power to prescribe and nodify general rules,
consistent with this title and any ot her applicabl e unrepeal ed
statute, governing:

(1) The effect of judgnments and other orders of, and the
right to and effect of attachnents and ot her process issuing
out of, a tribunal, and the manner of the enforcenent of any
thereof, including the time during which and the property
with respect to which they shall be a lien, the relative
priority of liens and other clainms, stays of execution which
may or shall be granted, satisfaction of judgnents and
di ssolution of attachnents, and all other matters relating to
j udgnments and ot her orders and attachnents and ot her process
whi ch have been regul ated heretofore by statute.

(2) The powers and duties of system and rel ated
personnel relating to the custody of and the judicial sale or
ot her disposition of property of judgnment debtors and ot her
property within the jurisdiction of a tribunal. Any system or
rel ated personnel who shall conply with the provisions of
such rules shall be free fromall liability to any person

with respect to action in pursuance of such rules.
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(c) Tinme limtations.--The governing authority shall have
power to prescribe and nodify general rules:

(1) On any subject covered by subchapter D of Chapter 55

(relating to appeal s).

(2) Specifying the tinme within which a matter nust be
commenced under section 708 (relating to inprovident

adm ni strative appeals and other matters) or otherw se

objecting to acts of a governnent unit.

The provisions of subchapter D (relating to appeals) of Chapter
55 (relating to limtation of tine) and all other statutes
relating to tinme for taking appeals shall be suspended to the
extent that they are inconsistent with rules prescribed under
this subsection. The intention of this subsection is to

aut hori ze the governing authority to devel op and naintain
uniformty in tinme periods for taking appeals within the scope
of this subsection by elimnating statutory tinme limtations
whi ch are inconsistent with the general pattern of simlar tine
limtations for taking appeals fixed by statute.

§ 1723. Review of rules of court.

The governing authority shall be responsible for a continuous
review of rules of all courts, including local rules of the
courts of common pleas, and shall have power to approve or
di sapprove all rules of court. The governing authority shal
i ncorporate the substance of existing rules of court into
general rules to the maxi num extent possible in order to
facilitate the work of judges and district justices who nmay be
tenporarily assigned from another court or district.

§ 1724. Rules of evidence.
The governing authority may prescribe and nodify rul es of

evi dence whi ch shall be binding upon all courts and district
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justices if such rules are consistent with the Constitution of

Pennsyl vani a.

§ 1725. Recommendations to the General Assenbly and ot her
bodi es.

The governing authority shall be responsible for a continuous
review of the operations and efficiency of the unified judicial
system of this Comonwealth and offices related to and serving
the system and shall make such recommendati ons with respect
thereto to the General Assenbly and ot her bodi es having
jurisdiction as it shall find to be necessary or desirable for
the pronpt, fair and efficient adm nistration of justice.

§ 1726. Ceneral supervisory and adm nistrative authority.

The governing authority shall exercise general supervisory
and adm nistrative authority over all courts and district
justices, including the authority to:

(1) Define by general rule or by order the relative
adm ni strative powers, duties and responsibilities of al
personnel of the system concerned with its admnistration,

i ncl udi ng:

(i) The Court Adm nistrator of Pennsylvani a.
(i1i) District court admnistrators.

(ii1) President judges.

(iv) Admnistrative judges of divisions.
(v) Admnistrative staff.

(vi) Central staff.

The governing authority under this paragraph nay specify who

shal |l exercise the power of appointnent or renoval of the

per sonnel of the system except county staff and personal
staff.

(2) Prescribe uniform procedures, forns and reports for
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1 clerical functions to be performed by system and rel at ed

2 personnel and to establish record retention schedul es.

3 (3) Take, or to provide for the taking of, such other

4 adm ni strative action agreeable to the provisions of the

5 Constitution of Pennsylvania or of this title as may be

6 necessary or desirable for the pronpt, fair and efficient

7 adm ni stration of justice.

8 8 1727. Personnel of the system

9 (a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b), the
10 governing authority shall exercise general supervisory and

11 admnistrative authority over the personnel of the system

12 including the power to:

13 (1) Standardize the qualifications for enploynent, and
14 all titles, salaries and wages of appoi nted personnel of the
15 system In establishing such standards the governing

16 authority may:

17 (i) Take into consideration the |ocation of the work
18 and the conditions under which the service is rendered.
19 (i1i) Establish different standards for different
20 ki nds, grades and classes of simlar work or service.
21 (iti1) Adopt by reference in whole or in part the
22 then current regul ati ons of the Executive Board
23 pronmul gat ed under section 709(a) of the act of April 9,
24 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as "The Adm nistrative Code
25 of 1929," and the related personnel rules (4 Pa. Code Ch.
26 23).
27 (iv) Adopt by reference in whole or in part the then
28 current regulations of the Cvil Service Comr ssion
29 pronul gat ed under the act of August 5, 1941 (P.L.752,
30 No. 286), known as the "Civil Service Act.”
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(2) Approve or disapprove the establishnent of sections,
bureaus, offices and other adm nistrative units within the
system to investigate duplication of work of the several
adm nistrative units within the system and offices enpl oyi ng
rel ated personnel and the efficiency of the organization and
adm ni stration thereof, and to adopt neasures for the better
coordi nati on of the work of system and rel ated personnel.

(3) Approve or disapprove the nunber and grade of
aut hori zed positions within the personnel of the system
except such positions the conpensation of which is fixed by
statute.

(4) Approve or disapprove, in |ike manner as the
Executive Board, the paynent of extra conpensation to
per sonnel of the system who are enpl oyed at fi xed
conpensat i on.

(5) Determine, fromtinme to tinme, the hours when the
office of the clerk and the admi nistrative and central
of fices of the systemshall open and cl ose.

(6) Approve or disapprove extensions of |eaves of
absence, with pay, for personnel of the system

(7) Promulgate rules and regul ations defining the
expenses for which the personnel of the system and nenbers of
advi sory comm ttees may be rei nbursed.

(8) Approve or disapprove reconmendati ons for the
bondi ng of the personnel of the system to fix the amounts of
t he bonds of all such personnel required to give such bond,
and to require any bond to be executed by a surety.

(9) Approve or disapprove the establishnent of offices
by any administrative unit within the personnel of the system

at any place other than the facilities specified in section
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3701 (relating to Pennsylvania Judicial Center) and section

3721 (relating to county judicial center).

(10) Regulate the enploynent of and the charges nade by
official court reporters for transcript and simlar services.

(11) Fix the fees or salary of nmenbers of the Judicial
Council who are not judicial officers.

(12) Take cogni zance of all such other matters as would
fall within the jurisdiction of the Executive Board if the
system were an adm ni strative departnment under "The
Adm ni strative Code of 1929."

(b) Exception.--Nothing in subsection (a) shall apply to
county staff or shall affect the existing powers of the salary
boards of the several counties of this Conmmonwealth.

§ 1728. Establishnent of fees and charges.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The governing authority shall fix by
general rule the filing fees for the comencenent of any matter
before any court or district justice and the fees which system
and rel ated personnel shall be entitled to collect for services
performed and the fees and expenses to be received by jurors and
wi tnesses. No person shall demand or receive any fee or charge
for any service within the scope of his office or enploynent
except as fixed or authorized by the governing authority
pursuant to this section. In fixing fees the governing authority
shall be guided by the follow ng considerations:

(1) The unified judicial systemis established for the
good order of society and the correction of injustice, and no
person should have right and justice denied or del ayed by
reason of poverty.

(2) The nunber and type of fees should be mnimzed to

the end that the schedule of fees nay be sinple and
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under st andabl e to the public and anenabl e to nodern

accounting systens and control s.

(3) Except as otherw se provided by statute, that
portion of the yield of the fees payable to the counties
shoul d be equivalent to the net revenues receivable by the
counties under the prior provisions of |aw

(4) The fees payable to witnesses and jurors should be
fair and reasonabl e and adequate to encourage persons to
appear and serve as such.

(5) The expenses of a crimnal prosecution should be
debited to the judicial and correctional account of the
county in which the offense is alleged to have been
conmitted.

(6) The expenses of a prosecution for violation of any
ordi nance of a city, borough, incorporated town or township
of the first class and the expenses of any resulting
confinenment should be paid by the city, borough, incorporated
town or township of the first class which enacted the
or di nance.

(b) Definition.--As used in this section "w tness" includes
a person called to testify before any tribunal or other
government unit.

§ 1729. Establishnent of taxable costs.

The governing authority shall prescribe by general rule the
st andards governing the inposition and taxation of costs,
including the itens which constitute taxable costs, the
litigants who shall bear such costs, and the discretion vested
in the courts to nodify the anount and responsibility for costs
in specific matters. Al systemand rel ated personnel shall be

bound by such general rules. In prescribing such general rules,
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t he governing authority shall be guided by the follow ng
consi derati ons, anong ot hers:

(1) Attorney's fees should be an item of taxable costs
only if and to the extent authorized by section 2503
(relating to right of participants to receive counsel fees).

(2) The prevailing party should recover his costs from
t he unsuccessful litigant except where the:

(i) Costs relate to the exi stence, possession or
di sposition of a fund and the costs should be borne by
t he fund.

(i) Question involved is a public question or where
the applicable law is uncertain and the purpose of the
l[itigants is primarily to clarify the | aw

(ii1) Application of the rule would work substanti al
i njustice.

(3) The inposition of actual costs or a multiple thereof
may be used as a penalty for violation of general rules or
rules of court.

§ 1730. Budget and financial matters.
The governing authority shall have power to:

(1) Review the tentative budget request of the system
prepared by the Administrative Ofice pursuant to section
3522 (relating to preparation of tentative budget request),
to make such nodifications therein as in its judgnent are
necessary or desirable, and to approve a final budget request
of the system pursuant to Subchapter B of Chapter 35
(relating to Judicial Departnent budget and finance).

(2) Approve or disapprove requests for the purchase from
funds appropriated to the system of goods or services by

personnel of the system including the rental of space, and
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requests for the construction or nodification of Commonweal t h
facilities to be utilized by the system
8§ 1731. Recognition of related organizations.
(a) GCeneral rule.--The governing authority shall have power
on application to identify the several conferences or
associ ations which are the nost broadly representative of each
of the follow ng groups:
(1) Judges of the courts of conmon pleas, community
courts and Phil adel phi a Muni ci pal Court.
(2) District justices.
(3) Menbers of the bar of the Suprene Court.
(4) Such other conferences or associations of system and
rel ated personnel as may be recogni zed by the governing
authority.
If the governing authority shall approve the organic |aw of the
conference or association insofar as it relates to matters
affecting the system the governing authority may by general
rul e designate the applicant as the recogni zed conference or
associ ation of such group for the purposes of this title and any
ot her provision of |aw

(b) Changes in recognition.--The governing authority may
transfer recognition fromone conference or association of a
group to anot her such conference or associati on whenever the
governing authority shall find that the circunstances warrant
such change and shall revoke the designation of any conference
or association if it shall find that such conference or
associ ation woul d not be designated a recogni zed conference or
association if then making application therefor.

(c) Expenses.--The governing authority may authorize the

paynent of the expenses of personnel of the systemincident to
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participation in the work of a recognized conference or
associ ation and may make grants for the support of the work
t her eof .
§ 1732. Conferences and institutes.

The governing authority shall have power by general rule or
by order to provide for the organizati on and convening on a
regul ar or special basis of a Judicial Conference of
Pennsyl vania, institutes and joint councils on sentencing, and
such other informational and educational conferences and
institutes as the governing authority may find to be necessary
or desirable for the pronpt, fair and efficient adm nistration
of justice, and to require the attendance of such system and
rel ated personnel as shall be designated by or pursuant to such
general rules or orders. The governing authority nay cooperate
with other states and the Federal Governnment in the convening,
or gani zati on and mai nt enance of conferences and institutes
aut hori zed by this section.
§ 1733. Boards, councils, conmm ssions and comm ttees.

The governing authority shall have power by general rules or
by order to establish and di scontinue boards, councils,
conmmi ssions, comittees or other bodies conposed of personnel of
the system and ot her persons to consider, report or take action
on any subject specified in such general rules or order
affecting the organi zation or operation of the unified judicial
system and the offices related to and serving the system

CHAPTER 19
ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CE OF PENNSYLVANI A COURTS

Sec.
1901. Court Adm nistrator of Pennsylvani a.

1902. Adm nistrative Ofice of Pennsylvania Courts.
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1903. Staff.

1904. GCeneral functions of Adm nistrative Ofice.
1905. Cooperation with Adm nistrative Ofice.

§ 1901. Court Adm nistrator of Pennsylvani a.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Suprene Court shall appoint and may
remove a Court Adm nistrator of Pennsylvania. The Court
Adm ni strator shall be responsible for the pronpt and proper
di sposition of the business of all courts and district justices.

(b) Seal.--The Court Adm nistrator shall have a seal wth
the words "Court Adm nistrator of Pennsylvania" and such ot her
inscription as may be specified by general rule. A facsimle or
preprinted seal may be used for all purposes in lieu of the
original seal
§ 1902. Administrative Ofice of Pennsylvania Courts.

(a) GCeneral rule.--There shall be an Admi nistrative Ofice
of Pennsylvania Courts, which shall be the office of the Court
Adm ni strator of Pennsylvania and shall be nmaintained in the
facility specified in section 3701 (relating to Pennsyl vani a
Judicial Center). It shall be supervised by the Court
Adm ni strator of Pennsylvania who shall, either personally, by
deputy, by other duly authorized personnel of the system or by
duly authorized agent, exercise the powers and performthe
duties by |l aw vested in and i nposed upon the Adm nistrative
Ofice.

(b) Seal.--The Admi nistrative Ofice shall have a seal
engraved with its name and such other inscription as nmay be
speci fied by general rule. A facsimle or preprinted seal may be
used for all purposes in lieu of the original seal.

§ 1903. Staff.

(a) Deputy and district adm nistrators and ot her
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personnel . --The Suprenme Court may appoi nt and renove such deputy
court adm nistrators of Pennsylvania and such district court
adm ni strators and ot her personnel of the system as may be
necessary and proper for the pronpt and proper disposition of
t he busi ness of all courts and district justices.

(b) Appointnments by Court Adm nistrator.--Subject to any
i nconsi stent orders of the governing authority, the Court
Adm ni strator of Pennsylvania nmay appoint and renbve such deputy
court adm nistrators of Pennsylvania, district court
adm ni strators and other central staff and admi nistrative staff
as are authorized by the governing authority pursuant to section
1727 (relating to personnel of the system) to be appointed by
hi m
§ 1904. Ceneral functions of Adm nistrative Ofice.

Subj ect to any inconsistent general rules, the Adm nistrative
O fice shall exercise the powers and performthe duties vested
in and i nposed upon the Admi nistrative Ofice by |aw
8§ 1905. Cooperation with Adm nistrative Ofice.

Al'l system and rel ated personnel shall conmply with al
standi ng or special requests or directives nade by the
Adm ni strative Ofice for information and statistical data
relative to the work of the systemand of offices related to and
serving the systemand relative to the expenditure of public
noneys for their maintenance and operation. The governing
authority may prescribe by general rule or by order for the
enforcement of this section.

CHAPTER 21
JUDI Cl AL BOARDS AND COWM SSI ONS

Subchapt er

A. Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew Board
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Judicial Qualifications Comm ssion (Reserved)
Jury Sel ection Conmi ssions

M nor Judi ci ary Educati on Board

m O O W

Boards of Viewers
SUBCHAPTER A

JUDI CI AL | NQUI RY AND REVI EW BOARD
Sec.
2101. Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew Board.
2102. Conposition of board.
2103. Organi zati on.
2104. Staff.
2105. Powers and duti es.
§ 2101. Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew Board.

(a) General rule.--The Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew Board
shall consist of nine persons selected as provided in this
subchapt er

(b) Seal.--The Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew Board shall have
a seal engraved with its nane and such other inscription as nmay
be specified by general rule. A facsimle or preprinted seal may
be used for all purposes in lieu of the original seal.

§ 2102. Conposition of board.

(a) General rule.--The Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew Board
shal | consist of:

(1) Two judges of the Superior Court selected by the
Suprene Court.

(2) Three judges of the courts of common pl eas sel ected
by the Supreme Court, no two or nore of such judges shall be
fromthe sanme judicial district.

(3) Two nonjudge nenbers of the bar of the Suprene Court

sel ected by the Governor
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(4) Two nonl awyer electors selected by the Governor.

(b) Ternms of office.--The nenbers of the board shall serve
for terms of four years, except that a nenber, rather than his
successor, shall continue to participate in any hearing in
progress at the end of his term A vacancy on the board shall be
filled by the respective appointing authority for the bal ance of
the term The respective appointing authority may renove a
menber only for cause. No nenber shall serve nore than four
consecutive years, but he may be reappointed after a | apse of
one year.

(c) Restriction on political activity.--A nmenber of the
board may not hold office in a political party or a political
or gani zati on.

(d) Conpensation.--Mnbers selected by the Governor shal
recei ve such fees or salary as shall be fixed by the governing
authority.

§ 2103. Organi zati on.

Annual |y the Judicial Inquiry and Review Board shall elect a
chai rman and ot her officers of the board, who shall hold office
at the pleasure of the board. The board shall act only with the
concurrence of a majority of its menbers.

§ 2104. Staff.

The Judicial Inquiry and Review Board, or the chairman of the
board, as may be prescribed by general rule, shall appoint and
may renove an executive director and such administrative staff
of the board as nmay be authorized by the governing authority.

§ 2105. Powers and duti es.

The Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew Board shall exercise the

powers and performthe duties vested in and inposed upon the

board by section 18 of Article V of the Constitution of
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Pennsyl vani a and Subchapter C of Chapter 33 (relating to
di sci pline and renoval by Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew Board) and

any ot her powers and duties vested in and inposed upon the board

by | aw.
SUBCHAPTER B
JUDI CI AL QUALI FI CATI ONS COW SSI ON
(Reserved)
SUBCHAPTER C
JURY SELECTI ON COWM SSI ONS
Sec.

2121. Jury sel ection comi ssions.

2122. Conposition of jury selection comm ssions.
2123. Staff.

2124. Powers and duti es.

§ 2121. Jury sel ection comm ssions.

(a) General rule.--The jury selection conm ssion in each
county of this Commonweal th shall consist of three or nore
persons selected as provided in this subchapter or as provided
by hone rule charter

(b) Hone rule charter counties.--The provisions of this
subchapter shall be subject to any inconsistent provisions of
any home rule charter
§ 2122. Conposition of jury selection conm ssions.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except in the first judicial district,
the jury selection conm ssion shall consist of two jury
conmmi ssioners elected as provided in this section and a judge of
the court of common pleas of the judicial district enbracing the
county designated fromtine to time by the president judge of
such court. The judge so designated shall be the chairnman of the

conmi ssi on.
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(b) Election of comm ssioners.--The jury conm ssioners shal
be el ected as provided in this subsection and, to the extent not
i nconsistent with this subsection, as provided by the act of
July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), known as the "Second C ass
County Code" and the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130),
known as "The County Code," as the case may be, and the act of
June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the "Pennsylvani a
El ection Code." Any jury comm ssioner shall be eligible for
reel ection for any nunber of ternms. The two persons el ected as
jury comm ssioners shall not be of the same political party. The
candi date for the office who receives the highest nunber of
votes shall be one of the jury conm ssioners, and the other
shall be that candi date not being of the sane political party as
the first who receives the next highest nunber of votes.

(c) Filling of vacancy.--1n case of the inability of a jury
conmi ssi oner, by sickness, death, or other unavoi dable cause, to
di scharge the duties of his office, or in case of neglect or
refusal to serve, the president judge of the court of common
pleas of the judicial district shall appoint a suitable person
to performthe duties of the office during the period of
inability.

(d) Philadelphia.--In the first judicial district the jury
sel ecti on conm ssion shall consist of the sheriff and two or
nore judges of the Court of Common Pl eas of Phil adel phia County
desi gnated by the President Judge of such court.

(e) Quorum--A jury selection conm ssion nay act by any two
of its nenbers.

§ 2123. Staff.
The jury selection conm ssion shall appoint and may renove a

clerk and such adm nistrative staff of the conm ssion as may be
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aut hori zed pursuant to | aw
§ 2124. Powers and duti es.

Each jury selection conm ssion shall exercise the powers and
performthe duties vested in and inposed upon such conm ssions
by Subchapter B of Chapter 45 (relating to selection and custody
of jurors) and any other powers and duties vested in and inposed
upon such comm ssions by | aw

SUBCHAPTER D

M NOR JUDI Cl ARY EDUCATI ON BOARD

Sec.
2131. Mnor Judiciary Education Board.
2132. Conposition of board.
2133. Organi zati on.
2134. Staff.
2135. Powers and duti es.
§ 2131. Mnor Judiciary Education Board.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Mnor Judiciary Education Board shal
consi st of seven nenbers selected as provided in this
subchapt er

(b) Seal.--The M nor Judiciary Education Board shall have a
seal engraved with its name and such other inscription as may be
speci fied by general rule. A facsimle or preprinted seal may be
used for all purposes in lieu of the original seal.

§ 2132. Conposition of board.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Mnor Judiciary Education Board shal
consi st of the follow ng appointed by the Governor with the
consent of two-thirds of the nmenbers elected to the Senate:

(1) Three persons who shall be judges of the Pittsburgh

Magi strates Court or the Traffic Court of Philadel phia or

district justices.
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(2) Three nenbers of the bar of the Suprene Court.
(3) One lay elector.

(b) Ternms of office.--The nenbers of the board shall serve
for terms of five years and until a successor has been appoi nt ed
and qualified. A vacancy on the board shall be filled for the
bal ance of the term

(c) Conpensation.--Mnbers of the board shall receive such
fees or salary as shall be fixed by the governing authority.

§ 2133. (Organi zati on.

Annual |y the M nor Judiciary Education Board shall elect a
chai rman and ot her officers of the board, who shall hold office
at the pleasure of the board. The board shall act only with the
concurrence of a majority of its menbers.

§ 2134. Staff.

The Departnent of Education shall provide such staff
assi stance as the M nor Judiciary Education Board may require.
§ 2135. Powers and duti es.

The M nor Judiciary Education Board shall exercise the powers
and performthe duties vested in and i nposed upon the board by
Subchapter B of Chapter 31 (relating to qualifications of
certain mnor judiciary) and any other powers and duties vested
in and i nposed upon the board by |aw.

SUBCHAPTER E
BOARDS OF VI EVERS
Sec.
2141. Boards of viewers.
2142. Conposition of boards.
2143. Staff.
2144. Powers and duti es.

§ 2141. Boards of viewers.
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The boards of viewers in each county of this Commonweal th
shall consist of three or nore persons selected as provided in
t hi s subchapter
§ 2142. Conposition of boards.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The court of common pleas of the judicial
district enbracing the county shall appoint to the board of
viewers of the county such a nunber of persons as shall be
necessary for the proper performance of the duties inposed upon
the board. At |east one-third of the nenbers of the board of
viewers shall be attorneys-at-law and each nenber shall be a
resident of the county unless the court is unable to conplete
t he nenbership of the board fromresidents of the county, in
whi ch event the court may appoint residents of adjacent
counties. In the Gty and County of Philadel phia the board of
viewers may be appointed fromanong the Board of Revision of
Taxes. Additional qualifications for nmenbership on boards of
viewers may be established by general rule or rule of court.

(b) Ternms of office.--The nenbers of boards of viewers shal
serve for a termof not |less than three nor nore than six years,
as stated in the appoi ntnment, whether such appointnent is for an
original or partly expired term All appointnments shall be
subject to the power of the court of common pleas to renove
menbers of the board w thout cause and to appoint successors.

§ 2143. Staff.

Each board of viewers shall be provided with such staff as
may be necessary.

§ 2144. Powers and duti es.

Each board of viewers shall exercise the powers and perform
the duties vested in and inposed upon such boards by | aw.

CHAPTER 23
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1 SYSTEM AND RELATED PERSONNEL

2 Sec.

3 2301. Appointnment of personnel.

4 2302. Muaintenance of adequate county staff.

5 2303. Powers of system and rel ated personnel .

6 8§ 2301. Appointnment of personnel.

7 (a) GCeneral rule.--Subject to any inconsistent general rules
8 or other inconsistent provisions of |aw each:

9 (1) Judge and district justice may appoint and fix the
10 duti es of necessary personal staff.

11 (2) Court may appoint and fix the conpensati on and

12 duties of necessary administrative staff and fix the

13 conpensati on of personal staff.

14 (3) O her agency or unit of the unified judicial system
15 may appoint and fix the conpensation and duties of necessary
16 central staff and personal staff.

17 (b) Gath of office.--Each nenber of a judicial board or

18 conm ssion and each other person who is appointed to an office
19 shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, take and
20 subscribe the oath or affirmation specified in section 3151
21 (relating to oath of office).
22 (c) County staff unaffected.--The provisions of subsection
23 (a) are intended solely to codify and consolidate former
24 statutory provisions on the sane subject and nothing in such
25 subsection shall be construed to limt, nodify or deny the
26 existing powers or prerogatives of county staff or other
27 officers, other than judges, elected by the electorate of a
28 county, to appoint and to fix the reasonabl e conpensati on of
29 such cl asses of personnel as such county officers have

30 heretofore been authorized to do by |aw.
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§ 2302. Muaintenance of adequate county staff.
Whenever necessary, it shall be the duty of county officers
to appoint or detail such county staff as shall enable the

j udges of the courts enbracing the county to properly transact

1
2
3
4
5 the business before their respective courts.
6 8 2303. Powers of system and rel ated personnel.

7 System and rel ated personnel shall have such powers,

8 including the power to issue subpoenas, as may be provided or
9 prescribed by law or order of court.

10 CHAPTER 25

11 REPRESENTATI ON OF LI TI GANTS

12 Subchapt er

13 A.  Ceneral Provisions

14 B. Attorneys and Counsellors

15 SUBCHAPTER A

16 CENERAL PROVI SI ONS
17 Sec.

18 2501. Appearance in person or by counsel.

19 2502. Certain persons not to appear as counsel.

20 2503. Right of participants to receive counsel fees.

21 § 2501. Appearance in person or by counsel.

22 (a) CGuvil matters.--In all civil matters before any tribunal
23 every litigant shall have a right to be heard, by hinself and
24 his counsel, or by either of them

25 (b) Crimnal matters.--1n all crimnal prosecutions the

26 accused has a right to be heard by hinmself and his counsel.

27 § 2502. Certain persons not to appear as counsel.

28 (a) GCeneral rule.--No attorney-at-law who is a nenber of the
29 staff of a court shall appear as counsel in such court and no
30 attorney-at-law shall appear in any court or in any matter in
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violation of any general rule relating to the practice of |aw or
t he conduct of courts, district justices and officers serving
process or enforcing orders of courts.

(b) Law clerks.--Except as otherw se prescribed by general
rules, a law clerk serving on the personal staff of a judge of a
court of common pleas may appear in such court as an attorney-
at-l aw before other judges of such court notw thstanding the
provi si ons of subsection (a).

§ 2503. Right of participants to receive counsel fees.

The follow ng participants shall be entitled to a reasonabl e
counsel fee as part of the taxable costs of the matter:

(1) The hol der of bonds of a private corporation who
successfully recovers due and unpaid interest, the liability
for the paynment of which was denied by the corporation.

(2) A garnishee who enters an appearance in a matter
whi ch is discontinued prior to answer filed.

(3) A garnishee who is found to have in his possession
or control no indebtedness due to or other property of the
debt or except such, if any, as has been admtted by answer
filed.

(4) A possessor of property clained by two or nore ot her
persons, if the possessor interpleads the rival claimnts,
disclains all interest in the property and di sposes of the
property as the court may direct.

(5) The prevailing party in an interpl eader proceeding
in connection with execution upon a judgnent.

(6) Any participant who i s awarded counsel fees pursuant
to Rule 1035 or Rule 4019 of the Pennsylvania Rules of G vil
Procedure or any simlar general rule relating to sanctions

i n depositions and di scovery.
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(7) Any participant who is awarded counsel fees out of a
fund within the jurisdiction of the court pursuant to Rule
1574 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Cvil Procedure or any
ot her general rule relating to an award of counsel fees from
a fund within the jurisdiction of the court.

(8) Any other participant in such circunstances as may
be specified by statute.

SUBCHAPTER B

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS
Sec.
2521. Ofice of attorney-at-I|aw.
2522. CQGath of office.
2523. Persons specially admtted by |ocal rules.
2524. Penalty for unauthorized practice of |aw
2525. Unaut horized solicitation prohibited.
§ 2521. O fice of attorney-at-Iaw

Persons admitted to the bar of the courts of this
Commonweal th and to practice | aw pursuant to general rules shal
thereby hold the office of attorney-at-I|aw
§ 2522. Cath of office.

Bef ore entering upon the duties of his office, each attorney-
at-law shall take and subscribe the followi ng oath or
affirmati on before a person authorized to adm ni ster oaths:

"I do solemly swear (or affirm) that | wll support,
obey and defend the Constitution of the United States and the
Constitution of this Comonwealth and that | wll discharge
the duties of nmy office with fidelity, as well to the court
as to the client, that I will use no fal sehood, nor delay the
cause of any person for lucre or malice."

Any person refusing to take the oath or affirmati on shal
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forfeit his office.
§ 2523. Persons specially admtted by |ocal rules.

Any person specially admtted to practice |law on or before
April 23, 1968 nmay continue to practice in the court of comon
pleas or in that division of the court of conmon pleas and the
Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Court which substantially includes the
practice for which such person was previously specially
adm tted.

§ 2524. Penalty for unauthorized practice of |aw

Any person who within this Comonweal th shall practice |aw,
or who shall hold hinmself out to the public as being entitled to
practice |aw, or use or advertise the title of |awer, attorney-
at-law, attorney and counsellor-at-law, counsellor, or the
equi val ent in any |anguage, in such a manner as to convey the
i npression that he is a practitioner of the |aw of any
jurisdiction, without being an attorney-at-law or a corporation
conplying with the act of July 9, 1970 (P.L.461, No.160), known
as the "Professional Corporation Law," is guilty of a
m sdeneanor of the third degree.

§ 2525. Unauthorized solicitation prohibited.

(a) O fense defined.--Any person not an attorney-at-I|aw who
shall solicit or procure through solicitation a retainer, power
of attorney or any agreenent, witten or oral, authorizing an
attorney-at-law to performor render |egal services, or who
shall solicit any person in this Comonwealth to institute any
action or proceeding for danages in which the conpensati on of
any attorney-at-law for instituting or prosecuting such suit,
shall directly or indirectly, depend upon the amount of the
recovery therein, is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the third

degr ee.
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(b) Exception.--Subsection (a) shall not prohibit any bona
fide | abor organization fromgiving | egal advice to its nenbers
in mtters arising out of their enploynent or prohibit any
person from engagi ng in any associational activity which is
protected under the Constitution of the United States.

CHAPTER 27
OFFI CE OF THE CLERK OF THE COURT OF COVMON PLEAS
Subchapt er

A.  Ceneral Provisions

B. Prothonotaries

C. Cerks of the Courts

D. derks of Ophans' Court Divisions

SUBCHAPTER A

CENERAL PROVI SI ONS
Sec.
2701. Scope and purpose of chapter.
2702. Place of filing of docunents.
2703. Notice of transfer of functions and duti es.
2704. Responsibility for entry, maintenance and certification
of dat a.

§ 2701. Scope and purpose of chapter.

(a) Purpose.--The purpose of this chapter is to facilitate
the pronpt, fair and efficient adm nistration of justice by
speci fying the respective powers and duties of prothonotaries,
clerks of the courts and clerks of orphans' court divisions.

(b) Effect of other provisions of |aw --The provisions of
this chapter shall be subject to any inconsistent statute, hone
rule charter or optional plan of governnment, and to any
i nconsi stent general rule or rule of court heretofore or

hereafter adopted pursuant to and subject to the limtations of
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constitutional authority.
§ 2702. Place of filing of docunents.

Where jurisdiction of any matter is by |aw vested in a court
of conmon pleas or in the Philadel phia Minicipal Court, al
applications for relief or other docunments relating to the
matter shall be filed in or transferred to the office of the
clerk of the court of common pleas and handl ed by the
appropriate office specified by or pursuant to this chapter.

§ 2703. Notice of transfer of functions and duties.

Whenever pursuant to this chapter an officer files a waiver
of any functions and duties ordinarily incident to his office,
the order of court appointing another officer or other person to
perform such functions and duties entered pursuant to this
chapter shall not be valid for any purpose until filed in the
Adm ni stration Ofice. The Adm nistration O fice shall cause al
such orders to be published in the Pennsyl vani a Code.

§ 2704. Responsibility for entry, maintenance and certification
of dat a.

The prothonotary, clerk of the courts and cl erks of orphans'
court divisions shall be responsible for the accurate and tinely
creation, maintenance and certification of the record of matters
pendi ng before or determ ned by the courts of common pl eas and
t he Phil adel phia Minicipal Court, including data and reports
relating thereto.

SUBCHAPTER B
PROTHONOTARI ES
Sec.
2731. Prothonotary.
2732. Sel ection of prothonotary.
2733. Seal .
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2734. O fice of the prothonotary.
2735. Staff.
2736. Matters or docunents filed in the office of the
pr ot honot ary.
2737. Powers and duties of the office of the prothonotary.
2738. Crimnal, probate, estates and fiduciary matters.
§ 2731. Prothonotary.

(a) GCeneral rule.--1n each county of this Commonweal th there
shall be one prothonotary for the court of conmon pleas, who
shall be known as the "Prothonotary of (the respective) County."

(b) Milti-county judicial districts.--In nulti-county
judicial districts the prothonotary shall be the prothonotary of
the branch of the court of common pleas established for the
county.

(c) Philadelphia.--In the first judicial district there
shall be one prothonotary for the Court of Conmon Pl eas of
Phi | adel phi a County and t he Phil adel phia Muni ci pal Court, who
shall be known as the "Prothonotary of Phil adel phia."

§ 2732. Selection of prothonotary.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The prothonotary of each county shall be
sel ected, and may be renoved, in the manner provided by the act
of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), known as the "Second C ass
County Code," or the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130),
known as "The County Code," as the case may be.

(b) Phil adel phia.--The Prothonotary of Phil adel phia shall be
appoi nted by the Court of Common Pl eas of Phil adel phia County.

§ 2733. Seal.

The prothonotary shall have custody of a counterpart of the

seal of the court or courts for which he is the prothonotary.

§ 2734. Ofice of the prothonotary.
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(a) GCeneral rule.--There shall be an office of the
prot honotary in each county of this Conmmonweal th, which shall be
the office of the prothonotary of the county. It shall be
supervi sed by the prothonotary of the county who shall, either
personal |y, by deputy or by other duly authorized enpl oyees of
the office, exercise the powers, and performthe duties by |aw
i nposed upon the prothonotary or the office of the prothonotary.

(b) Facilities and services.--The office of the prothonotary
shall be provided with all necessary acconmodati ons, goods and
services pursuant to section 3722 (relating to general
facilities and services furni shed by county).

§ 2735. Staff.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The prothonotary may appoint and renove
such deputies and other adm nistrative staff of the office of
the prothonotary as may be necessary.

(b) Solicitor.--The prothonotary may appoi nt and renove a
solicitor, who shall be a nenber of the bar of the Suprene
Court. The solicitor shall advise upon all |legal matters that
may be submitted by the prothonotary to him and shall conduct
any litigation when required to do so by the prothonotary.

(c) Conpensation and duties.--The prothonotary may fix the
conpensati on and duties of the staff of the office of the
prot honotary. \Were the conpensation of the staff of the office
of the prothonotary is fixed by a county salary board, the
prot honotary shall be a nmenber of the salary board for such
pur pose.

§ 2736. Matters or docunents filed in the office of the
pr ot honot ary.
Al matters or docunments required or authorized to be filed

in the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas shall be
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filed in the office of the prothonotary except:

(1) WMatters or docunents specified in section 2756
(relating to matters or docunents filed in the office of the
clerk of the courts).

(2) WMatters or docunents specified in section 2776
(relating to matters or docunents filed in the office of the

clerk of the orphans' court division).

§ 2737. Powers and duties of the office of the prothonotary.

to:

The office of the prothonotary shall have the power and duty

(1) Adm nister oaths and affirnmations and take
acknow edgnents pursuant to section 327 (relating to oaths
and acknow edgnents), but shall not be conpelled to do so in
any matters not pertaining to the proper business of the
of fice.

(2) Affix and attest the seal of the court or courts to
all the process thereof and to the certifications and
exenplifications of all docunments and records pertaining to
the office of the prothonotary and the business of the court
or courts of which it is the prothonotary.

(3) Enter all civil judgnents.

(4) Enter all satisfactions of civil judgnents.

(5) Exercise the authority of the prothonotary as an
of ficer of the court.

(6) Exercise such other powers and perform such other
duties as may now or hereafter be inposed upon the office by
| aw, hone rule charter, order or rule of court, or ordinance
of a county governed by a honme rule charter or optional plan

of governnment.

30 § 2738. Crimnal, probate, estates and fiduciary matters.
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(a) GCeneral rule.--The personnel of the office of the
prot honotary shall exercise the powers and performthe duties
i nposed upon the office of the clerk of the court of conmmon
pl eas by:

(1) Subchapter C (relating to clerks of the courts)
where no separate clerk of the courts is authorized for the
county.

(2) Subchapter D (relating to clerks of the orphans’
court division) where no separate clerk of the orphans' court
division is authorized for the county.

(b) Crimnal matters.--Except as provided in subsection
(a)(1), the office of the prothonotary shall not exercise the
powers and performthe duties of the office of the clerk of the
courts.

(c) Probate, estates and fiduciary matters.--Except as
provi ded in subsection (a)(2), the office of the prothonotary
shall not exercise the powers and performthe duties of the
office of the clerk of the orphans' court division.

SUBCHAPTER C

CLERKS OF THE COURTS
Sec.
2751. Cderk of the courts.
2752. Selection of clerk of the courts.
2753. Seal
2754. Ofice of the clerk of the courts.
2755. Staff.
2756. Matters or docunents filed in the office of the clerk of

t he courts.

2757. Powers and duties of the office of the clerk of the

courts.
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§ 2751. derk of the courts.

(a) GCeneral rule.--1n each county of this Commonweal th there
shall be a clerk of the courts for the court of conmmon pleas who
shall be known as the "Clerk of the Courts of (the respective)
County."

(b) Milti-county judicial districts.--In nulti-county
judicial districts the clerk of the courts shall be the clerk of
the court of the branch of the court of common pl eas established
for the county.

(c) Philadelphia.--In the first judicial district there
shall be a clerk of the courts for the Court of Common Pl eas of
Phi | adel phia County and the Phil adel phia Muni ci pal Court, who
shall be known as the "Clerk of Quarter Sessions of
Phi | adel phi a. "

§ 2752. Selection of clerk of the courts.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The clerk of the courts of each county
shall be selected, and nay be renobved, in the manner provided by
the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.280), known as the "Second
G ass County Code" or the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L. 323,

No. 130), known as "The County Code," as the case may be. The
of fice shall be conbined with another county office when so
provi ded by statute.

(b) Philadel phia.--The Cerk of Quarter Sessions of
Phi | adel phi a shall be sel ected, and may be renoved, in the
manner provided by statute or honme rule charter.

§ 2753. Seal.

The clerk of the courts shall have custody of a counterpart
of the seal of the court or courts for which he is the clerk of
t he courts.

8§ 2754. O fice of the clerk of the courts.
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(a) GCeneral rule.--There shall be an office of the clerk of
the courts in each county of this Commonweal th, which shall be
the office of the clerk of the courts of the county. It shall be
supervi sed by the clerk of the courts of the county who shall,
ei ther personally, by deputy, or by other duly authorized
enpl oyees of the office, exercise the powers and performthe
duties by | aw i nposed upon the clerk of the courts or by the
office of the clerk of the courts.

(b) Facilities and services.--The office of the clerk of the
courts shall be provided with all necessary accommobdati ons,
goods and services pursuant to section 3722 (relating to general
facilities and services furni shed by county).

§ 2755. Staff.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The clerk of the courts may appoint and
remove such deputies and other admi nistrative staff of the
office of the clerk of the courts as may be necessary.

(b) Solicitor.--The clerk of the courts may appoi nt and
renove a solicitor, who shall be a nenber of the bar of the
Suprene Court. The solicitor shall advise upon all legal matters
that may be submtted by the clerk of the courts to him and
shall conduct any litigation when required to do so by the clerk
of the courts.

(c) Conpensation and duties.--The clerk of the courts, may
fix the conpensation and duties of the staff of the office of
the clerk of the courts. Were the conpensation of the staff of
the office of the clerk of the courts is fixed by a county
salary board, the clerk of the courts shall be a nmenber of the
sal ary board for such purpose.

§ 2756. Matters or docunents filed in the office of the clerk

of the courts.
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1 (a) GCeneral rule.--Al applications for relief or other

2 docunents relating to the following matters shall be filed in or
3 transferred to the office of the clerk of the courts:

4 (1) Crimnal matters including all related notions and
5 filings.

6 (2) Road, liquor, rmunicipal and other m scell aneous

7 civil matters formerly within the jurisdiction of the Courts
8 of Oyer and Term ner, General Jail Delivery, and Quarter

9 Sessi ons of the Peace.

10 (3) Oher nmatters to the extent provided by |law or the
11 | ocal ordinance or resolution creating or recognizing the

12 cause of action.

13 (b) Exceptions.--

14 (1) Subsection (a)(2) and (3) shall not be applicable in
15 the fifth judicial district.

16 (2) The clerk of the courts of any county may file in
17 the office of the prothonotary of the county and in the

18 Adm nistrative Ofice a witten waiver of all or any part of
19 subsection (a)(2) and (3), whereupon the provisions so waived
20 shall not be applicable in the county.
21 § 2757. Powers and duties of the office of the clerk of the
22 courts.
23 The office of the clerk of the courts shall have the power
24 and duty to:
25 (1) Adm nister oaths and affirnmations and take
26 acknow edgnents pursuant to section 327 (relating to oaths
27 and acknow edgnents), but shall not be conpelled to do so in
28 any matter not pertaining to the proper business of the
29 of fice.
30 (2) Affix and attest the seal of the court or courts to
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all the process thereof and to the certifications and

exenplifications of all docunments and records pertaining to

the office of the clerk of the courts and the business of the
court or courts of which it is the clerk of the courts.

(3) Enter all crimnal judgnents.

(4) Exercise the authority of the clerk of the courts as
an officer of the court.

(5) Exercise such other powers and perform such other
duties as may now or hereafter be inposed upon the office by
| aw, home rule charter, order or rule of court, or ordinance
of a county governed by a honme rule charter or optional plan
of governnent.

SUBCHAPTER D

CLERKS OF ORPHANS' COURT DI VI SI ONS
Sec.
2771. Cerk of the orphans' court division.
2772. Sel ection of clerk of the orphans' court division.
2773. Seal .
2774. Ofice of the clerk of the orphans' court division.
2775. Staff.
2776. Matters or docunents filed in the office of the clerk of

t he orphans' court division.

2777. Powers and duties of the office of the clerk of the
or phans' court divi sion.
§ 2771. derk of the orphans' court division.

(a) GCeneral rule.--In each county of this Commonweal th there
shall be one clerk of the orphans' court division, who shall be
known as the "Cerk of the O phans' Court Division of the Court
of Conmmon Pl eas of (the respective) County."

(b) Milti-county judicial districts.--In nulti-county
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judicial districts the clerk of the orphans' court division
shall be the clerk of the orphans' court division of the branch
of the court of common pleas established for the county.

§ 2772. Selection of clerk of the orphans' court division.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The clerk of the orphans' court division
of each county shall be selected, and nay be renoved, in the
manner provided by the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230),
known as the "Second C ass County Code," or the act of August 9,
1955 (P.L.323, No.130), known as "The County Code," as the case
may be. The office shall be conbined with another county office
when so provided by statute.

(b) Phil adel phia.--The Register of WIIls of Philadel phia
shall serve ex officio as Cerk of the O phans' Court D vision
of the Court of Conmon Pl eas of Phil adel phia County.

§ 2773. Seal.

The clerk of the orphans' court division shall have custody
of a counterpart of the seal of the court for which he is the
clerk of the orphans' court division.

§ 2774. Ofice of the clerk of the orphans' court division.

(a) GCeneral rule.--There shall be an office of the clerk of
t he orphans' court division in each county of this Comobnwealth,
whi ch shall be the office of the clerk of the orphans' court
di vision of the county. It shall be supervised by the clerk of
t he orphans' court division of the county who shall, either
personal |y, by deputy, or by other duly authorized enpl oyees of
the office, exercise the powers, and performthe duties by |aw
i nposed upon the clerk of the orphans' court division or the
office of the clerk of the orphans' court division.

(b) Facilities and services.--The office of the clerk of the

orphans' court division shall be provided with all necessary

19750S0935B1075 - 127 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

accomopdat i ons, goods and services pursuant to section 3722
(relating to general facilities and services furni shed by
county).

§ 2775. Staff.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The clerk of the orphans' court division
may appoi nt and renove such deputies and other adm nistrative
staff of the office as nay be necessary.

(b) Solicitor.--The clerk of the orphans' court division may
appoi nt and renove a solicitor, who shall be a nenber of the bar
of the Suprene Court. The solicitor shall advise upon all | egal
matters that may be submitted by the clerk of the orphans' court
division to him and shall conduct any litigation when required
to do so by the clerk of the orphans' court division.

(c) Conpensation and duties.--The clerk of the orphans'
court division, except as otherw se provided by statute or hone
rule charter or optional plan of governnment, may fix the
conpensati on and duties of the staff of the office of the clerk
of the orphans' court division. Were the conpensation of the
staff of the office of the clerk of the orphans' court division
is fixed by a county salary board, the clerk of the orphans'
court division shall be a nmenber of the salary board for such
pur pose.

§ 2776. Matters or docunents filed in the office of the clerk
of the orphans' court division.

Al matters to be heard or determ ned in the orphans' court
di vision of a court of conmmon pleas shall be filed in or
transferred to the office of the clerk of the orphans' court
di vi si on.

§ 2777. Powers and duties of the office of the clerk of the

or phans' court divi sion.
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1 The office of the clerk of the orphans' court division shal
2 have the power and duty to:

3 (1) Adm nister oaths and affirnmations and take

4 acknow edgnents pursuant to section 327 (relating to oaths

5 and acknow edgnents), but shall not be conpelled to do so in
6 any matter not pertaining to the proper business of the

7 of fice.

8 (2) Affix and attest the seal of the court to all the

9 process thereof and to the certifications and

10 exenplifications of all docunments and records pertaining to
11 the office of the clerk of the orphans' court division and
12 t he busi ness of the division.

13 (3) Enter all orders of the court determined in the

14 di vi si on.

15 (4) Enter all satisfactions of judgnents entered in the
16 of fice.

17 (5) Exercise the authority of the clerk of the orphans'
18 court division as an officer of the court.

19 (6) Exercise such other powers and perform such other
20 duties as may now or hereafter be inposed upon the office by
21 | aw, home rule charter, order or rule of court, or ordinance
22 of a county governed by a honme rule charter, or optional plan
23 of governnment.
24 PART 111
25 SELECTI ON, RETENTI ON AND REMOVAL OF JUDI Cl AL OFFI CERS
26 Chapter
27 31. Selection and Retention of Judicial Oficers
28 33. Discipline, Renopval and Retirenment of Judicial Oficers
29 CHAPTER 31
30 SELECTI ON AND RETENTI ON OF JUDI Cl AL OFFI CERS
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Subchapt er

A. Qualifications Generally

B. Qualifications of Certain Mnor Judiciary

C. Selection of Judicial Oficers

D. Tenure and Conpensation

SUBCHAPTER A
QUALI FI CATI ONS GENERALLY

Sec.
3101. Qualifications of judicial officers generally.
§ 3101. Qualifications of judicial officers generally.

(a) Judges and district justices.--Judges and district
justices shall be citizens of this Commonweal th. Judges, except
j udges of the Pittsburgh Magistrates Court and the Traffic Court
of Phil adel phia, shall be nmenbers of the bar of the Suprene
Court. Judges of the Suprene, Superior and Commonweal th Courts,
for a period of one year preceding their election or appointnent
and during their continuance in office, shall reside within this
Commonweal th. Qther judges and district justices, for a period
of one year preceding their election or appointnent and during
their continuance in office, shall reside within their
respective districts, except when tenporarily assigned to
anot her district pursuant to | aw

(b) Appointive judicial officers.--Appointive judicial
of ficers shall have such qualifications as nay be provided or
prescri bed by | aw.

SUBCHAPTER B
QUALI FI CATI ONS OF CERTAIN M NOR JUDI CI ARY
Sec.
3111. Definitions.

3112. Course of instruction and exanm nation required.

19750S0935B1075 - 130 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

3113. Content of course of instruction and exam nati on.
3114. Admi ssion of interested persons.

3115. Certification of successful conpletion of course.
3116. Effect of failure to obtain certificate.

3117. Expenses.

3118. Rules and regul ati ons.

§ 3111. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter
shall have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Board." The board existing under Subchapter D of Chapter 21
(relating to M nor Judiciary Education Board).

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Educati on.

"Judge." A judge of the Pittsburgh Magistrates Court or the
Traffic Court of Phil adel phia.

§ 3112. Course of instruction and exam nation required.

District justices and judges who are not nmenbers of the bar
of the Suprene Court shall conplete a course of training and
instruction in the duties of their respective offices and pass
an exam nation prior to assum ng offi ce.

§ 3113. Content of course of instruction and exam nati on.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The board shall prescribe and approve the
subject matter and the exam nation for the course of training
and instruction required by this subchapter. The depart nent
shal |l serve as the administrative staff of the board and in such
capacity shall, subject to the direction of the board,
adm ni ster the course of training and instruction and conduct
t he exam nation. The departnent shall conduct the course and
exam nation at such times, at such places and in such manner as

the regul ati ons of the board may prescribe. The board shall mnake
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t he course of instruction available at such tinmes so as to
insure that any district justice or judge el ected or appointed
may qualify to assunme office as soon as possible.

(b) Content of course.--The course of training and
instruction shall not exceed four weeks in duration and shal
consi st of a m ninmum of 40 hours of class instruction in civil
and crimnal law, including evidence and procedure, in the case
of all such officials except judges of the Traffic Court of
Phi | adel phia, in which case it shall consist of a m ninmmof 20
hours of class instruction in summary proceedi ngs and | aws
relating to notor vehicles. Wiere it is econom cally unfeasible
to conduct a class, the departnent shall provide equival ent
i nstruction by correspondence.

§ 3114. Admission of interested persons.

In addition to those required by this subchapter to conplete
the course of training and instruction and successfully pass an
exam nation prior to assunmng office, any interested person nay
apply to the departnment to be enrolled in the course of
instruction and take the exam nation. Any such interested person
who successfully conpletes the course and passes the
exam nation, and who subsequently is elected or appointed to the
office of district justice or judge nay secure a certificate
fromthe departnment as provided in section 3115 (relating to
certification of successful conpletion of course) wthout again
taking the course of training and instruction and passing the
exam nation required by this subchapter
§ 3115. Certification of successful conpletion of course.

Upon the successful conpletion of the course of training and
i nstruction and exam nation, the departnment shall issue to a

person el ected or appointed as a district justice or judge a
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certificate in the formprescribed by the board, certifying that
such person is qualified to performhis duties as required by
the Constitution of Pennsylvania. Such certificate shall be
filed in the office of the clerk of the court of common pl eas of
the judicial district enbracing the district to be served by the
district justice or judge.

§ 3116. Effect of failure to obtain certificate.

In the event that any district justice or judge fails to file
the certificate provided for by section 3115 (relating to
certification of successful conpletion of course) in the manner
therein provided within nine nonths after his election or
appoi ntnment, his office shall becone vacant, and such vacancy
shall be filled as provided in this chapter.

§ 3117. Expenses.

(a) District justices and judges.--The course of training
and instruction required of district justices and judges by this
subchapter shall be provided at the expense of the Comonweal t h.
Any person el ected or appointed to the office of district
justice or judge shall receive such per diem and expenses for
each day of actual attendance at class instruction as shall be
fi xed by the governing authority. Until such person has
successfully conpleted the course of training and instruction
and passed the exam nation, he shall not receive any salary from
t he Commonweal t h.

(b) O her persons.--Any other person who, within two years
of the date of his successful conpletion of the exam nation, is
el ected or appointed to the office of district justice or judge,
shall be reinbursed for his expenses as though he had been
eligible to receive such expenses at the tine he was enrolled in

the course of training and instruction.
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1 § 3118. Rules and regul ations.

2 The departnent shall have the power to pronulgate, with the
3 approval of the board, such rules and regul ations as are

4 necessary to carry out its duties under this subchapter.

5 SUBCHAPTER C

6 SELECTI ON OF JUDI Cl AL OFFI CERS

7 Sec.

8 3131. Selection of judicial officers for regular terns.

9 3132. Vacancies in office.

10 3133. Conmonweal th Court judges.

11 3134. Conmunity Court judges.

12 3135. Increase in nunber of judges.

13 8§ 3131. Selection of judicial officers for regular terns.

14 (a) Judges and district justices generally.--Except as

15 provided in subsection (d) judges and district justices shall be
16 elected for a regular termof office at the municipal election
17 next preceding the comencenent of their respective regular

18 ternms of office by the electors of this Commonwealth or the

19 respective districts in which they are to serve.

20 (b) Retention election.--Any of the foll ow ng:

21 (1) a person elected to the Philadel phia Minicipal Court
22 pursuant to this section, or correspondi ng provisions of

23 prior |law, who beconmes a judge of the Community Court of

24 Phi | adel phi a County pursuant to section 3321(b)(1) (relating
25 to establishnment of community courts);

26 (2) a person elected to the Conmmunity Court of

27 Phi | adel phia County pursuant to this section who becones a
28 j udge of the Phil adel phia Munici pal Court pursuant to section
29 3322(b) (relating to discontinuance of comrunity courts); or
30 (3) a person appointed to the Conmonweal th Court
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pursuant to the former provisions of section 3(a) of the act
of January 6, 1970 (P.L.434, No.185), known as "The
Commonweal th Court Act";
may file a declaration for candidacy for retention election with
the Secretary of the Conmonwealth on or before the first Mnday
of January of the year preceding the year in which his term of
office expires. If no declaration if filed, a vacancy shal
exi st upon the expiration of the termof office of such judge,
to be filled by election under subsection (c). If a judge files
a declaration, his nane shall be submtted to the electors
wi t hout party designation, as a separate judicial question or in
a separate colum or |line on voting nmachines, at the mnunici pal
el ection imredi ately preceding the expiration of the term of
of fice of the judge, to determ ne only the question whether he
shall be retained in office. If a mgjority is against retention,
a vacancy shall exist upon the expiration of his termof office,
to be filled by appoi ntnent under section 3132(a) (relating to
vacancies in office). If a majority favors retention, the judge
shall serve for a regular termof office provided for in section
3152 (relating to tenure of judicial officers), unless sooner
removed or retired. At the expiration of such regular term such
judge shall be eligible for retention as provided in section
3153 (relating to retention elections), subject only to the
retirement provisions of this part. Section 3133 (relating to
Commonweal th Court judges) shall not be applicable to an
el ection conducted pursuant to this subsection.
(c) Oher elections.--Except as provided in subsection (b)
judges and district justices shall be elected as provided in the
act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the

"Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code."
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(d) Pittsburgh Magistrates Court.--The judges of the
Pittsburgh Magi strates Court shall be appointed by the Mayor of
the Gty of Pittsburgh with the advice and consent of the
Council of the Gty of Pittsburgh. Al of such judges shall not
be of the sanme political party.

(e) Appointive judicial officers.--Subject to any
i nconsi stent general rules or other inconsistent provisions of
| aw, appointive judicial officers shall be appointed and their
duties shall be fixed by the court in which they are to serve.
§ 3132. Vacancies in office.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b), a
vacancy in the office of judge or district justice shall be
filled by appointnent by the Governor. |If the vacancy occurs
during the session of the Senate, the appointnent shall be with
t he advice and consent of two-thirds of the nenbers elected to
the Senate, except in the case of district justices which shal
be by a majority. If the vacancy occurs during sine die
adj ournnment of the Senate such appoi ntnent shall not require the
advi ce and consent of the Senate. The person so appoi nted shal
serve for an initial termending on the first Mnday of January
foll owi ng the next nunicipal election nore than ten nonths after
t he vacancy occurs.

(b) Pittsburgh Magistrates Court.--A vacancy in the office
of judge of the Pittsburgh Magistrates Court shall be filled as
provided in section 3131(d) (relating to Pittsburgh Magistrates
Court).

(c) Retention vacancies.--The provisions of subsection (a)
shall not apply either in the case of a vacancy to be filled by
retention election as provided in section 3131(b) (relating to

retention election) or section 3153 (relating to retention
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el ections) or in case of a vacancy created by failure of a judge
to file a declaration for retention election as provided in
section 3131(b) or section 3153.

(d) Vacancies following initial term--In case of a vacancy
occurring at the expiration of an appointive term under
subsection (a), the vacancy shall be filled by election as
provided in section 3131 (relating to selection of judicial
officers for regular terns).

§ 3133. Commonweal th Court judges.

Whenever two or nore judges of the Conmonwealth Court are to
be el ected pursuant to section 3131(c) (relating to selection of
judicial officers for regular terns) at the sane el ection, each
qualified elector shall vote for no nore than:

(1) one-half of the nunber of judges to be elected, if
the total nunber to be elected is even; or
(2) the smallest nunber constituting a nmajority of the
total nunber of judges to be elected, if the total nunber to
be el ected is odd.
The persons having the highest nunber of votes, up to the total
nunber of judges to be elected, shall be el ected.
§ 3134. Community Court judges.

If the el ectors approve the establishnent of a community
court at the primary election in a nunicipal election year, the
first judges of the court shall be elected at that munici pal
el ection. The nominees for election shall be determined in the
same manner as is then provided for by law in the case of
substitution of nom nees where a nom nee for a judge of the
court of common pleas has died subsequent to a primary el ection.
If the el ectors approve the establishnment of a comrunity court

at the primary election in a general election year, the first
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j udges of the court shall be nom nated at the primary el ection
precedi ng the next follow ng nunicipal election and shall be
el ected at such nunicipal election.

§ 3135. Increase in nunber of judges.

Whenever the nunber of judges of a court is increased by
statute, unless otherwi se expressly provided by statute, the
addi tional judicial positions thereby created shall be deened to
be vacancies occurring on the effective date of the statute, and
shall be filled in the manner and for the initial term provided
in this chapter for other vacancies on such court.

SUBCHAPTER D
TENURE AND COMPENSATI ON
Sec.
3151. Qath of office.
3152. Tenure of judicial officers.
3153. Retention el ections.
3154. Conpensation of judicial officers.
§ 3151. Cath of office.

Each judicial officer shall, before entering on the duties of
his office, take and subscribe the following oath or affirmtion
bef ore a person authorized to adm ni ster oaths:

"I do solemly swear (or affirm that | wll support,
obey and defend the Constitution of the United States and the
Constitution of this Comonwealth and that | wll discharge
the duties of my office with fidelity."

Any person refusing to take the oath or affirmati on shal

forfeit his office. Ajudicial officer shall be sworn upon his
appoi ntment or election, and after each retention election, and
thereafter need not be sworn in any natter referred to him

§ 3152. Tenure of judicial officers.
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(a) Judges and district justices.--The regular term of
of fice of judges and district justices shall be as foll ows:

(1) Judges of the Phil adel phia Minicipal Court and the
Traffic Court of Philadel phia--Six years.

(2) Judges of the Pittsburgh Magistrates Court--For the
termof the mayor appointing them but subject to renoval by
him and until a successor shall be appointed and confirned.

(3) Al other judges--Ten years.

(4) District justices--Six years.

(b) Effect of changes.--The tenure of any judge shall not be
af fected by changes in judicial districts or by reduction in the
nunber of judges. Wiere a multi-county judicial district is
di vided by statute into two or nore districts or where a county
is transferred by statute fromone judicial district to another,
a judge shall continue to be or shall beconme a judge of that
judicial district which enbraces the county of his residence at
the effective date of the change.

(c) Appointive judicial officers.--Except as otherw se
provi ded as prescribed by |aw, appointive judicial officers
shall hold office at the pleasure of the appointing authority.

§ 3153. Retention elections.

CGeneral rule.--A judge el ected under section 3131 (relating
to selection of judicial officers for regular terns) or retained
under this section may file a declaration of candi dacy for
retention election with the Secretary of the Comonweal th on or
before the first Monday of January of the year preceding the
year in which his termof office expires. If no declaration is
filed, a vacancy shall exist upon the expiration of the term of
of fice of such judge, to be filled by election under section

3131(c).
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(b) Judicial ballot.--If a judge files a declaration, his
name shall be submitted to the electors wthout party
designation, as a separate judicial question or in a separate
colum or line on voting nmachines, at the municipal election
i mredi ately preceding the expiration of the termof office of
the judge, to determine only the question whether he shall be
retained in office.

(c) Results of election.--If a majority is against
retention, a vacancy shall exist upon the expiration of his term
of office, to be filled by appoi ntnent under section 3132(a)
(relating to vacancies in office). If a ngjority favors
retention, the judge shall serve for the regular termof office
provided for in section 3152 (relating to tenure of judicial
of ficers), unless sooner renoved or retired. At the expiration
of each terma judge shall be eligible for retention as provided
in this section, subject only to the retirenment provisions of
this part.

§ 3154. Conpensation of judicial officers.

(a) Judges and district justices.--Judges and district
justices shall be conpensated in the amount fixed by or pursuant
to statute out of funds appropriated to the unified judicial
system Their conpensation shall not be dimnished during their
terms of office, unless by |aw applying generally to all
sal aried officers of the Conmmonwealth.

(b) Appointive judicial officers.--Except as otherw se
expressly provided by statute:

(1) The conpensation of appointive judicial officers
whose conpensati on has heretofore by | aw been fixed by the
county salary board, by the county staff or by other

of ficers, other than judges, elected by the electorate of a
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1 county, shall continue to be fixed in the same nanner and by
2 the sane authority.

3 (2) The conpensation of all other appointive judicial

4 of ficers shall, except as otherw se provided by the governing
5 authority, be fixed by the appointing authority.

6 CHAPTER 33

7 DI SCl PLI NE, REMOVAL AND RETI REMENT OF JUDI Cl AL OFFI CERS

8 Subchapt er

9 A. Standards of Conduct

10 B. Establishnent and Di scontinuance of Courts

11 C. Discipline and Renoval by Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew
12 Boar d

13 D. Retirenent

14 SUBCHAPTER A

15 STANDARDS OF CONDUCT

16 Sec.

17 3301. Constitutional restrictions.

18 3302. Additional restrictions.

19 3303. Additional conpensation prohibited.
20 3304. Acting as collection agent or paid arbitrator prohibited.
21 3305. Automatic renoval upon conviction or disbarnent.
22 3306. Automatic renoval upon nonjudicial candi dacy.
23 3307. Automatic suspension of judicial officer under
24 i npeachnent .
25 § 3301. Constitutional restrictions.
26 Judges shall devote full time to their judicial duties, and
27 shall not engage in the practice of law, hold office in a
28 political party or political organization, or hold an office or
29 position of profit in the governnent of the United States, the

30 Comonweal th or any munici pal corporation or political
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subdi vi si on thereof, except in the arned service of the United
States or the Commonweal t h.
§ 3302. Additional restrictions.

Judges shall not engage in any activity prohibited by this
subchapter or any other provision of |aw and shall not violate
any canon of ethics prescribed by general rule. District
justices and appointive judicial officers shall be governed by
rul es or canons prescribed by general rule.

§ 3303. Additional conpensation prohibited.

No judicial officer shall be paid or accept for the
performance of any judicial duty or for any service connected
with his office, any fee, enolunent or perquisite other than the
sal ary and expenses provided or prescribed by |aw
§ 3304. Acting as collection agent or paid arbitrator

pr ohi bi t ed.

(a) Collection agent.--No judge or district justice shal
act as agent for a person in the collection of a claimor
j udgnment for noney.

(b) Arbitrator.--No judge or district justice shall receive
any fee or enolunent for performng the duties of an arbitrator.
§ 3305. Automatic renoval upon conviction or disbarment.

A judge or district justice convicted of m sbehavior in
office by a court, disbarred as a nenber of the bar of the
Suprene Court or renoved under Subchapter C (relating to
di sci pline and renmoval by Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew Board)
shall forfeit automatically his judicial office and thereafter
be ineligible for judicial office.

§ 3306. Automatic renoval upon nonjudicial candi dacy.
A judge who shall file for nom nation for or election to any

public office other than a judicial office shall forfeit
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automatically his judicial office.
§ 3307. Automatic suspension of judicial officer under
i npeachnent .

No judge or district justice agai nst whom i npeachnent
proceedi ngs are pending in the Senate shall exercise any of the
duties of his office until he shall have been acquitted.

SUBCHAPTER B
ESTABLI SHVENT AND DI SCONTI NUANCE OF COURTS
Sec.
3321. Establishnent of comunity courts.
3322. Discontinuance of conmunity courts.
§ 3321. Establishnment of conmunity courts.

(a) GCeneral rule.--In a judicial district which establishes
a comunity court, a person serving as a district justice at
such tine:

(1) may conplete his termexercising the jurisdiction
provi ded or prescribed by Iaw and with the conpensati on
provi ded by or pursuant to statute; and

(2) upon conpletion of his term his office is abolished
and no judicial function of the kind theretofore exercised by
a district justice shall thereafter be exercised other than
by the conmunity court.

(b) Philadelphia.--If a community court is established in
the Gty and County of Phil adel phi a:

(1) The judges of the Phil adel phia Minicipal Court shal
beconme judges of the Community Court of Phil adel phia County
and their tenure shall not be otherw se affected.

(2) The office of judge of the Traffic Court of
Phi | adel phia is abolished effective upon the establishnment of

the community court.
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(3) No jurisdiction of the kind theretofore exercised
excl usively by the nmunicipal and traffic courts shal
t hereafter be exercised other than by the community court.
§ 3322. Discontinuance of comunity courts.
(a) GCeneral rule.--In a judicial district which discontinues
a comunity court, a person serving as a judge of the conmunity
court at such tine:
(1) may conplete his termexercising the jurisdiction
provi ded or prescribed by Iaw and with the conpensati on
provi ded by or pursuant to statute; and
(2) upon conpletion of his term his office is abolished
and no judicial function of the kind theretofore exercised by
the community court shall thereafter be exercised other than
by the court of conmon pleas and the district justices of the
judicial district.
(b) Philadelphia.--1f the Conmunity Court of Phil adel phia
County is discontinued the judges of that court shall becone
j udges of the Phil adel phia Minicipal Court and their tenure
shall not be otherw se affected.
SUBCHAPTER C
DI SCI PLI NE AND REMOVAL BY
JUDI CI AL | NQUI RY AND REVI EW BOARD
Sec.
3331. Power of discipline or renoval.
3332. Investigation and heari ng.
3333. Recommendation to and action by Suprene Court.
3334. Proceedings confidential.
§ 3331. Power of discipline or renoval.
(a) Judges.--Under the procedure provided in this

subchapter, any judge may be suspended, renoved from office or
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ot herwi se disciplined for violation of Subchapter A (relating to
standards of conduct), m sconduct in office, neglect of duty,
failure to performhis duties, or conduct which prejudices the
proper admi nistration of justice or brings the judicial office
into disrepute and may be retired for disability seriously
interfering with the performance of his duties.

(b) District justices.--The suspension, renoval, discipline
and conpul sory retirenent of district justices shall be governed
by general rule.

§ 3332. Investigation and heari ng.

(a) Investigation.--The Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew Board
shall keep informed as to matters relating to grounds for
suspensi on, renoval, discipline, or conmpul sory retirenment of
judges. It shall receive conplaints or reports, formal or
informal, from any source pertaining to such matters, and shal
make such prelimnary investigations as it deens necessary.

(b) Hearing.--The board, after such investigation, may order
a hearing concerning the suspension, renoval, discipline or
conmpul sory retirenment of a judge. The orders of the board for
attendance of or testinony by wi tnesses or for the production of
docunents at any hearing or investigation shall be enforceable
by cont enpt proceedi ngs.

(c) Privilege.--The filing of papers with and the giving of
testinony before the board shall be privil eged.

§ 3333. Recommendation to and action by Suprene Court.

(a) Reconmendation by board.--1f, after hearing, the
Judicial Inquiry and Review Board finds good cause therefor, it
shall reconmmend to the Suprene Court the suspension, renoval,

di sci pline or conpul sory retirenment of the judge.

(b) Action by Suprene Court.--The Suprene Court shall review
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the record of the proceedings of the board on the |aw and facts
and may permt the introduction of additional evidence. It shal
order suspension, renoval, discipline or conpul sory retirenent,
or wholly reject the reconmendation, as it finds just and
proper. Upon an order for conpul sory retirenment, the judge shal
be retired with the sane rights and privileges as if he were
retired under Subchapter D of this chapter (relating to
retirement).

(c) Effect of order.--Upon an order for suspension or
removal , the judge shall be suspended or renoved from offi ce,
and his salary shall cease fromthe date of such order
§ 3334. Proceedings confidential.

Al'l papers filed with and proceedi ngs before the Judici al
I nquiry and Review Board shall be confidential but upon being
filed by the board in the Suprenme Court, the record shall | ose
its confidential character.

SUBCHAPTER D
RETI REMENT
Sec.
3351. Automatic retirenent on age.
3352. Pension rights.
§ 3351. Automatic retirenment on age.

Judges and district justices shall be retired upon attaining
the age of 70 years.

§ 3352. Pension rights.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Fornmer and retired judges and district
justices shall receive such conpensation as shall be provided by
or pursuant to statute. No conpensation shall be paid to any
judge or district justice who is suspended or renoved from

of fi ce under Subchapter C (relating to discipline and renoval by
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Judicial Inquiry and Review Board) or under Article VI of the
Constitution of Pennsylvani a.

(b) Definition.--As used in this section "former"” neans a
judge or district justice serving by appointnent or el ection who
vacates his office upon the expiration of his termor who
resigns his office.

PART |V
FI NANCI AL MATTERS
Chapt er
35. Budget and Fi nance
37. Facilities and Supplies
CHAPTER 35
BUDGET AND FI NANCE
Subchapt er
A.  Ceneral Provisions
B. Judicial Departnment Budget and Fi nance
C. County Finance
D. Mney Paid into Court
SUBCHAPTER A
CENERAL PROVI SI ONS
Sec.
3501. Definitions.
3502. Financial regul ations.
3503. Penalties.
§ 3501. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provi sions of this part which are applicable to specific
provisions of this part, the followi ng words and phrases, when
used in this part shall have, unless the context clearly

i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:
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"Appropriated through the budget of the judicial departnent

to a political subdivision.”™ Inplies an appropriation direct
fromthe General Fund to the treasury of a political subdivision
under circunstances where, except as provided by section 3726
(relating to manner of expenditure of |ocal funds), the manner
of the expenditure of the appropriation is within the control of
of ficers of the political subdivision and the judges of the
courts established for or enbracing such political subdivision.

"Appropriated to the unified judicial system"” Inplies an
appropriation to the judicial departnent other than one
appropriated through the budget of the judicial departnent to a
political subdivision

"Budget respondent."” The courts, district justices, other
agencies or units of the unified judicial system the Director
of Finance of the Cty of Philadel phia, the county controllers
or county auditors of other counties of this Conmonweal th, the
Treasurer of the Gty of Pittsburgh, and any other governnent
unit fromwhich the Adm nistrative Ofice is authorized to
obtain information relating to the budget of the Judici al
Depart nment .

"Judicial and correctional functions.” Al of the follow ng
functions:

(1) Organization and operation of courts and district
justices and all offices of systemand rel ated personnel.
(2) Organization and operation of penal, correctional

and probation facilities and servi ces.
The term does not include any function relating to the detection
of crime, the apprehension of persons suspected of crim nal
conduct (except in connection with the enforcenent of bench

warrants, injunctions or other judicial orders in specific
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matters), the maintenance of public peace or other police
functions.
§ 3502. Financial regulations.

(a) General rule.--The governing authority may promul gate
regul ations relating to forns and accounting nethods to be
utilized in connection with funds appropriated to the unified
judicial systemand all fees, costs, grants, noneys paid into
court and all other unappropriated funds handl ed by system and
rel ated personnel other than county staff, defining for such
accounting purposes terns not otherw se defined in this title,
speci fying the tinme and manner of naking rem ttances and
di sbursenents of noneys by system and rel ated personnel other
than county staff, and fixing bonding requirenents of system and
rel ated personnel other than county staff.

(b) County staff.--The Departnment of Conmmunity Affairs, with
t he approval of the governing authority, may promul gate
regul ations relating to forns and accounting nethods to be
utilized in connection with the judicial and correctional
accounts to be maintained pursuant to this part, defining for
accounting purposes terns not otherw se defined, used in this
part in connection with judicial and correctional accounts,
speci fying the tinme and manner of naking rem ttances and
di sbursenents of noneys under this part by county staff and
fi xing bonding requirenments of county staff handling noneys
whi ch are subject to this part.

§ 3503. Penalties.

Any person who fails to remit any fines, penalties,
forfeitures, fees, cash or other noneys received by himwthin
the tinme and in the manner specified by regulations promnul gated

pursuant to section 3502 (relating to financial regulations) or
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any person who wilfully violates any such regulations is guilty
of a mi sdeneanor of the third degree.
SUBCHAPTER B

JUDI CI AL DEPARTMENT BUDGET AND FI NANCE
Sec.
3521. Devel opnent of budget information.
3522. Preparation of tentative budget request.
3523. Adoption of final budget request.
3524. Form of Judicial Departnment appropriation.
3525. List of enployees to be furnished.
3526. Rel ease of funds.
3527. Estimates of current expenditures by Admi nistrative

Ofice.

3528. Fiscal period.
3529. Audits of affairs of unified judicial system
3530. Preparation of requisitions.
§ 3521. Devel opnent of budget infornmation.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Admnistrative Ofice shall annually
obtain and prepare information for the preparation of a budget
for the Judicial Departnent within such tinme as to conply with
the requirenments of section 601 of the act of April 9, 1929
(P.L.177, No.175), known as "The Adm nistrative Code of 1929."
The Admi nistrative Ofice shall distribute to the courts,
district justices, other agencies or units of the unified
judicial system the Director of Finance of the Cty and County
of Phil adel phia, the county controllers and county auditors of
ot her counties of this Conmonweal th, and the Treasurer of the
City of Pittsburgh the proper blanks necessary for the
preparation of the budget estimates, with a request that such

bl anks be returned with the informati on desired, not |ater than
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a date specified by the Adm nistrative Ofice. Such bl anks shal
be in such formas shall be prescribed by the Adm nistrative
Ofice to procure, as to judicial and correctional functions,
any or all information pertaining to the revenues and
expenditures for the preceding fiscal years, and for the current
fiscal year, the previous appropriations nmade by the General
Assenbly, the expenditures therefrom encunbrances thereon, the
anount unencunbered and unexpended, an item zed estimte of the
revenues and expenditures of the current fiscal year, and for

t he succeedi ng year, and an estinate of the revenues and anmpunts
needed for judicial and correctional functions. Such bl anks
shall al so request the budget respondent to acconpany themw th
a statenment in witing, giving the facts, and an expl anati on of
and reasons for the estimates of recei pts and expenditures for

t he succeedi ng year contai ned upon the bl anks returned.

(b) Duty to respond.--It shall be the duty of each budget
respondent to conply, not later than the date specified by the
Adm nistrative Ofice, with any and all requests nmade by the
Adm nistrative Ofice in connection with the budget.

(c) Additional information.--The Adm nistrative Ofice may,
under the direction of the governing authority, make further
inquiries and investigations as to the financial needs,
expenditures, estinmates, or revenues, of any recipient of funds
appropriated to the unified judicial systemor through the
budget of the Judicial Departnent to a political subdivision.

§ 3522. Preparation of tentative budget request.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Admnistrative Ofice shall collate
and exam ne all information received pursuant to section 3521
(relating to devel opnent of budget information), shall consult

with the governing authority and the Budget Secretary, and shal
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prepare and submt to the governing authority for review and
approval a tentative budget request for the Judicial Departnent
covering all funds appropriated to the unified judicial system
or through the budget of the Judicial Departnment to a political
subdi vi sion for the support of judicial and correctional
functions.

(b) Revision of information.--The tentative budget request
submtted by the Adm nistrative Ofice may increase or decrease
any anount submitted pursuant to section 3521. In such case the
amount of such increase or decrease and the reasons therefor
shall be specified in detail in a witten report of the
Adm nistrative O fice which shall be presented to the governing
authority with the tentative budget and which shall be furnished
to each affected budget respondent.

§ 3523. Adoption of final budget request.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The governing authority shall reviewthe
tentati ve budget request submtted by the Admi nistrative Ofice
pursuant to section 3522 (relating to preparation of tentative
budget request). After giving opportunity for hearing to each
budget respondent whose estimate subm tted pursuant to section
3521 (relating to devel opnent of budget information) would be
altered by the final budget request of the Judicial Departnent,
t he governing authority shall nmake such nodifications in the
tentati ve budget request of the Judicial Departnment as in its
j udgnment are necessary or desirable, and shall adopt a final
budget request of the Judicial Departnment for transm ssion to
t he Budget Secretary.

(b) Transmi ssion to Budget Secretary.--Follow ng adoption of
a final budget request by the governing authority, the

Adm nistrative Ofice shall transmt such request to the Budget
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Secretary within the tine and in the manner required by section
601 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as "The
Adm ni strative Code of 1929."
8§ 3524. Form of Judicial Departnment appropriation.

The budget request of the Judicial Departnent shall be
prepared in a manner conparable to the request of an
adm ni strative departnent. The appropriations as finally enacted
shall not be so detailed as to limt unreasonably the ability of
t he governing authority to reprogram funds during a fiscal year
to nmeet unanticipated expenses or devel opnents.
§ 3525. List of enployees to be furnished.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Adm nistrative Ofice shall, on June
15 of each year, transmt to the Departnent of the Auditor
CGeneral, the Treasury Departnment, and the Budget Secretary a
conplete list, as of June 1 preceding, of the nanmes of al
persons, except day-l|aborers, entitled to receive conpensation
directly fromthe Commonweal th from funds appropriated to the
unified judicial system Such list shall show the position
occupi ed by each such person, the date of birth and voti ng
resi dence of such person, the salary at which or other basis
upon whi ch such person is entitled to be paid, the date when
such person entered the service of the Conmonweal t h, whet her
such person has been continuously enployed by the Commonweal t h
since that date and all periods of service and positions held as
an enpl oyee of the Commonweal th, or such part of such
informati on as the Governor may prescribe.

(b) Interimchanges.--Each nonth thereafter, the
Adm nistrative Ofice shall certify to the Departnent of the
Audi tor General, the Treasury Departnent, and the Budget

Secretary any changes in the annual |ist of enployees | ast
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transmtted to them which shall have occurred during the
precedi ng nont h.

(c) Public information.--The information received by the
Department of the Auditor General, the Treasury Departnent, and
t he Budget Secretary under this section shall be public
i nformation.

§ 3526. Rel ease of funds.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Each recipient of funds appropriated to
the unified judicial systemshall, fromtinme to tine, as
requested by the Adm nistrative Ofice, prepare and subnmt to
the Adm nistrative O fice, for approval or disapproval by the
governing authority, an estimte of the anount of noney required
for each activity or function to be carried on by such recipient
during the ensuing nonth, quarter, or such other period as the
governing authority shall prescribe. If such estinate does not
neet with the approval of the governing authority, it shall be
revised in accordance with the directions of the governing
authority and resubmtted for approval.

(b) Observance of approved estimte.--After the approval of
any such estimate, it shall be unlawful for the recipient of
funds appropriated to the unified judicial systemto expend any
appropriation or part thereof, except in accordance with such
estimate, unless the estinmate is revised with the approval of
t he governing authority.

(c) Penalty.--1f any recipient to which subsections (a) and
(b) apply shall fail or refuse to submt to the Admi nistrative
Ofice estimates of expenditures as required by this section,

t he governing authority may order the Administrative Ofice to
wi t hhol d di sbursenent of any funds appropriated to the unified

judicial systemfor such recipient, and thereupon the
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Adm nistrative Ofice shall w thhold di sbursenment of any such

funds until further order of the governing authority.

§ 3527. Estimates of current expenditures by Admnistrative
Ofice.

The Admi nistrative Ofice shall, fromtine to tinme, as
requested by the Governor, prepare and submt to the Governor
esti mates of the anmpunts of noney required for each activity or
function to be carried on by the unified judicial systemduring
t he ensui ng nonth, quarter, or such other period as the Governor
shal | prescri be.

§ 3528. Fiscal period.

Al'l books and accounts kept by the Adm nistrative Ofice and
ot her personnel of the systemshall be kept as of the fiscal
year or period established by section 608 of the act of April 9,
1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as "The Adm nistrative Code of
1929. "

§ 3529. Audits of affairs of unified judicial system

(a) General rule.--1t shall be the duty of the judicial
auditing agency to retain a certified public accountant to make
all audits of transactions after their occurrence which may be
necessary in connection with the adm nistration of the financial
affairs of the unified judicial systemor of any judicial or
correctional functions of a political subdivision funded in
whol e or in part through the budget of the Judicial Departnent.
At | east one such audit shall be made each year and speci al
audits may be nade whenever they appear necessary in the
j udgnment of the judicial auditing agency.

(b) Governnental audits.--Were the transactions specified
in subsection (a) are audited by the Departnment of the Auditor

CGeneral or by an official of a political subdivision charged
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with auditing responsibility, the judicial auditing agency shal
accept a report thereof in lieu of the audit required by
subsection (a) unless in the judgnment of the judicial auditing
agency the circunstances warrant an additional audit by a
certified public accountant retained by the auditing agency.

(c) Scope.--Subsections (a) and (b) shall apply to fees,
costs, grants, noneys paid into court and all other
unappropriated funds handl ed by system and rel ated personnel and
to all funds appropriated to the Judicial Departnent.

(d) Definition.--As used in this section the term"judici al
audi ti ng agency” nmeans a body established or designated by the
governing authority as the judicial auditing agency for the
pur poses of this section. The judicial auditing agency shal
i ncl ude:

(1) A judge of the Superior Court selected by the

Superior Court.

(2) A judge of the Conmmonwealth Court sel ected by the

Commonweal th Court.

(3) The President Judge of the Court of Common Pl eas of

Phi | adel phi a County.

(4) The Adm nistrative Judge of the O phans' Court

Division of the Court of Common Pl eas of All egheny County.

§ 3530. Preparation of requisitions.

The Adm nistrative O fice shall prepare, or cause to be
prepared by an officer of the interested governnent unit
designated by the Adm nistrative Ofice, requisitions for noneys
appropriated to the unified judicial systemor appropriated
t hrough the budget of the Judicial Departnent to a political
subdi vi si on, and shall present such requisitions to the Treasury

Depart ment pursuant to section 1501 of the act of April 9, 1929
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(P.L.343, No.176), known as "The Fiscal Code."
SUBCHAPTER C
COUNTY FI NANCE

Sec.

3541. Judicial and correctional account.

3542. Credits to account.

3543. Debits to account.

3544. (Reserved).

3545. (Reserved).

3546. Relief fromliability for |oss of property if expenses

not pai d.

§ 3541. Judicial and correctional account.

The Treasurer of the City and County of Phil adel phia, the
treasurer of each other county of this Comonweal th, and the
Treasurer of the Gty of Pittsburgh shall establish and naintain
on the books of their respective political subdivisions an
account to be known as the judicial and correctional account.
The account shall exist for accounting purposes only and nothing
in this part shall require the actual segregation of the noneys
of the account fromthe general funds of the political
subdi vi si on.

§ 3542. Credits to account.

(a) GCeneral rule.--There shall be paid to the respective
political subdivisions required by this subchapter to maintain a
judicial and correctional account and credited to such account
all:

(1) Contributions and paynents by the Federal Governnent
for the maintenance of judicial and correctional functions of
the political subdivision.

(2) Appropriations by the General Assenbly through the
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budget of the Judicial Departnent or otherwi se for the
mai nt enance of judicial and correctional functions of the
political subdivision

(3) Fees established under section 1728 (relating to
establ i shment of fees and charges) to which a governnent
agency is entitled and which by | aw have heretof ore been paid
or credited to such political subdivision.

(4) Costs which the political subdivision is entitled to
recei ve pursuant to general rules prescribed under section
1729 (relating to establishnment of taxable costs).

(5) Fines and forfeitures as foll ows:

(1) Al fines forfeited, recogni zances and ot her
forfeitures inposed, lost or forfeited in the Pittsburgh
Magi strates Court or the Pittsburgh Traffic Court shal
be paid to the City of Pittsburgh and credited to its
judicial and correctional account.

(1i) Al fines forfeited, recogni zances and ot her
forfeitures inposed, lost or forfeited for violation of
any ordi nance of any political subdivision, or which
under 18 Pa.C. S. 8§ 1101(b) (relating to disposition of
fines) or under the act of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58,

No. 32), known as "The Vehicle Code," are to be paid to

any specified political subdivision, shall be paid to

such political subdivision and, if such political

subdivision is required by this subchapter to maintain a

judicial and correctional account, shall be credited to

such account .

(tit) Al other fines forfeited, recogni zances and
other forfeitures inposed, lost or forfeited in the

courts of common pleas, community court or Philadel phia
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Muni ci pal Court established for a judicial district
enbracing a county or in a nmagisterial district within
the county, shall be paid to such county and credited to
its judicial and correctional account.

(6) Anmounts required by statute to be paid to a
political subdivision for credit to its judicial and
correctional account.

(7) Amounts arising fromthe activities of the unified
judicial systemor the judicial branch required by statute to
be paid to the political subdivision.

(8) Incone and receipts with respect to the organization
and operation of penal, correctional and probation facilities
and services maintained by the political subdivision.

(b) Allocation in multi-county districts.--1n judicial
districts enbracing two or nore counties the fines, forfeitures,
fees and costs collected with respect to the court of conmon
pl eas or conmunity court of the judicial district shall be paid
over to each county according to an allocation based on
popul ation in the ratio which the popul ati on of each of the
several counties conprising the judicial district bears to the
total population of the judicial district as last officially
certified.

(c) Fines in the nature of private conpensation.--The
provi sions of subsection (a) shall not affect the disposition of
fines authorized by law to effect restitution for the support of
| egal dependents, or otherw se for purposes not augnenting the
publ i c revenues.

§ 3543. Debits to account.
(a) GCeneral rule.--There shall be paid by the respective

political subdivisions required by this subchapter to maintain a
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judicial and correctional account and debited to such account:

(1) Salaries, fees and expenses of system and rel ated
personnel which by statute are required to be paid by the
political subdivision

(2) Salaries, fees and expenses of jurors, w tnesses and
all other persons paid under authority of |aw by the
political subdivision for the maintenance of judicial and
correctional functions.

(3) Any amounts required by statute to be paid from any
of the sources of inconme specified in section 3542 (relating
to credits to account).

(b) Acconmopdati ons. - - Expenses under this section include the
cost of |eased accommpdations and the fair rental val ue of
accomopdations provided in facilities owned by the political
subdi vi si on.

(c) Allocation in multi-county districts.--1n judicial
districts enbracing two or nore counties, the expenses of the
court of common pleas and the comrunity court of the judicial
district, and the salary, fees and expenses of the staff of such
courts, except county staff, shall be paid by each county
according to an allocation based on population in the ratio
whi ch the popul ati on of each of the several counties conprising
the judicial district bears to the total population of the
judicial district as last officially certified.

§ 3544. (Reserved).
§ 3545. (Reserved).
8§ 3546. Relief fromliability for oss of property if expenses
not pai d.
Any officer enforcing orders of a tribunal shall be relieved

fromany liability for the | oss, destruction, renoval of or
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damage to any personal property, or for any injury to any real
property, levied upon, seized or taken into possession by virtue
of any process if the person | odgi ng such process wi th him shal
refuse to advance or secure upon denmand the reasonabl e fees and
expenses incident to the seizure, safe keeping and proper
protection of such property.

SUBCHAPTER D

MONEY PAI D | NTO COURT
Sec.
3561. Money paid into court.
§ 3561. Mboney paid into court.
Al'l noney paid into court shall be held in the custody of

such officer, shall be invested in such manner, and shall be
wi t hdrawn from deposit, as shall be provided by general rules.

CHAPTER 37

FACI LI TI ES AND SUPPLI ES
Subchapt er
A. Statewi de Facilities and Services
B. District and County Facilities and Services
SUBCHAPTER A
STATEW DE FACI LI TI ES AND SERVI CES
Sec.
3701. Pennsylvania Judicial Center.
3702. General facilities and services furni shed by
Adm ni strative Ofice.
3703. Local chamber facilities.
3704. Local facilities for holding sessions of Statew de
courts.

§ 3701. Pennsylvania Judicial Center.

(a) General rule.--There shall be maintained by the
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Adm nistrative Ofice acting through the Departnment of Property
and Supplies at such location within this Cormmonweal th as may be
speci fied by the Suprenme Court, a facility known as the

Pennsyl vani a Judicial Center. The facility shall provide
accomopdat i ons and supporting central facilities and services
for the follow ng functions, agencies and units of or related to
the unified judicial system

(1) One or nore court roons for the holding of sessions
of the appellate courts of this Comonweal t h including
rel ated conference facilities.

(2) Chanber facilities for justices of the Suprene Court
and their personal staffs.

(3) Chanber facilities for those judges of the Superior
and Comonweal th Courts who regularly sit at the | ocation of
the facility and their personal staffs.

(4) Any staff of the Judicial Council.

(5) The Admnistrative Ofice of Pennsylvania Courts.

(6) Alaw library.

(7) The admnistrative staffs of the appellate courts of
t hi s Commonweal t h.

(8) The office of the Judicial Inquiry and Revi ew Board.

(9) The office of the Mnor Judiciary Educati on Board.

(10) The office of the agency vested with the power to
admt persons to the bar and the practice of |aw

(11) The office of the agency vested with the power to
di sci pline or renove fromoffice attorneys-at-I|aw.

(12) The offices of related organi zations (except the
recogni zed conference or association of nenbers of the bar of
the Suprenme Court) recognized pursuant to section 1731 of

this title (relating to recognition of related
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or gani zati ons).

(13) Such other functions, agencies and units of the
system as nay be designated by order of the governing
authority.

(b) New construction [imted.--No funds appropriated to the
Judi cial Departnment or to any other government unit fromthe
General Fund and no proceeds of indebtedness incurred shall be
used for the construction of any building to provide
accommodati ons for the Pennsylvania Judicial Center unless the
appropriation act containing such funds or a capital budget act
shall expressly mention the Pennsylvania Judicial Center and the
proposed | ocation of the building and shall expressly state that
funds are appropriated for, or that indebtedness nmay be incurred
for, such purpose. Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit the
use of funds for the rental of acconmpdations for the
Pennsyl vani a Judi cial Center.

§ 3702. Ceneral facilities and services furnished by
Adm ni strative Ofice.

The Adm nistrative Ofice, either directly or where
appropriate through the Departnment of Property and Supplies,
shall furnish all personnel of the systementitled thereto with
all necessary acconmopdati ons, goods and services which are not
furni shed by anot her governnment unit.

§ 3703. Local chanber facilities.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Each county shall furnish for each judge
of the appellate courts of this Conmonweal th who resides therein
chanber facilities in conformty with general rules for such
j udge and his personal staff:

(1) in the county judicial center of such county; or

(2) if no such acconmodations are available in the

19750S0935B1075 - 163 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN NN RN NN N NN R B R B R R R R R e
© 0O N O U~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

30

county judicial center, |like accommobdations in such building

as may be selected by the county with the approval of the

j udge concer ned.

(b) Exception.--Subsection (a) shall not apply to any county
in which the Pennsylvania Judicial Center nay be | ocat ed.

§ 3704. Local facilities for holding sessions of Statew de
courts.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Cty and County of Phil adel phia and
the County of Allegheny shall furnish the personnel of the
appel l ate courts of this Conmmonwealth with such accomobdati ons
and facilities as may be required by order of the governing
authority.

(b) Exception.--Subsection (a) shall not apply to any county
in which the Pennsylvania Judicial Center nay be | ocat ed.

SUBCHAPTER B
DI STRI CT AND COUNTY FACI LI TI ES AND SERVI CES
Sec.
3721. County judicial center.
3722. General facilities and services furni shed by county.
3723. Oher facilities and services furnished by Adm nistrative
Ofice.
3724. County law libraries.
3725. Standards of local facilities and services.
3726. Manner of expenditure of |ocal funds.
§ 3721. County judicial center.

There shall be maintained at the county seat of each county a
facility known as the county judicial center. The facility shal
provi de accomodati ons and supporting facilities and services
for the follow ng functions, agencies and units of or related to

the unified judicial systemin conformty with general rules:
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1 (1) One or nore courtroons for the hol ding of sessions

2 of the court of common pleas of the district, including

3 rel ated conference and other facilities.

4 (2) Chanber facilities for judges of the court of conmon
5 pl eas and their personal staff.

6 (3) The office of the clerk of the court of comon pl eas
7 of the district and the adm nistrative staff of the court,

8 including the offices of the prothonotary, clerk of the

9 courts and clerk of the orphans' court division.

10 (4) The district court adm nistrator.

11 (5) The county law |ibrary.

12 (6) The offices of jury comm ssioners, register of

13 wills, sheriff, district attorney and public defender.

14 (7) The offices of the bar association of the county.

15 (8 In the Gty and County of Philadel phia, courtroons,
16 rel ated conference and other facilities and chanber

17 facilities for the mnor judiciary.

18 (9) Such other functions, agencies and units of or

19 related to the unified judicial systemas nay be designated
20 by the governing authority.

21 § 3722. Ceneral facilities and services furnished by county.
22 Except as otherw se provided by statute, each county shal
23 continue to furnish to the court of common pleas and community
24 court enbracing the county, to the mnor judiciary established
25 for the county and to all personnel of the system i ncluding
26 central staff entitled thereto, |ocated within the county, al
27 necessary accommodati ons, goods and services which by | aw have
28 heretofore been furnished by the county.

29 § 3723. Oher facilities and services furnished by

30 Adm ni strative Ofice.
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The Adm nistrative Ofice, either directly or where
appropriate through the Departnment of Property and Supplies,
shall furnish all personnel of the systementitled thereto
| ocated within a county, with all necessary accommobdati ons,
goods and services which are not by section 3722 (relating to
general facilities and services to be furnished by county) or
any other provision of statute required to be furnished by
anot her governnent unit.

§ 3724. County law libraries.

(a) Transfer to Commonweal th system --Upon the application
of any county law library, including a library nmaintained by a
bar associ ation or independent |ibrary corporation, or both,
acconpani ed by the witten consent of the court of conmon pl eas
of the judicial district enbracing the county, and the approval
thereof by the State Law Library, the law library of the county
shall be transferred to and shall becone a branch of the State
Law Library. Alaw library operated under the act of July 28,
1953 (P.L.723, No.230), known as the "Second C ass County Code, "
or the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), known as "The
County Code," shall not be transferred to the State Law Library
system w thout the witten consent of the board of comm ssioners
of the county. Such branches of the State Law Library shall be
operated in conformty with general rules or orders adopted by
the State Law Library with the approval of the governing
authority.

(b) Operation of other libraries.--County law |ibraries,
including libraries naintained by bar associations or
i ndependent library corporations, or both, which are not
transferred pursuant to subsection (a), shall receive fromthe

county such necessary funds, accommobdati ons, goods and services,
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as shall be specified by general rules or orders adopted by the
governing authority after consideration of the recommendati ons
fromtime to tinme of the State Law Library. Al such county |aw
libraries shall be operated in conformty with general rules or
rules of the court of common pleas of the judicial district
enbraci ng the county.

(c) Judicial Departnent supplenentary funding.--The
governing authority may make grants for the support of county
law libraries fromfunds appropriated to the unified judicial
system
§ 3725. Standards of local facilities and services.

Al'l accommopdati ons, goods and services furnished to personnel
of the system by a county or any other governnent agency shal
be furnished in conformty with general rules.

§ 3726. Manner of expenditure of |ocal funds.

Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of this title, unless and
until otherw se provided by statute hereafter enacted or by
express order of the Suprenme Court pursuant to and subject to
the limtations of constitutional authority, the manner of the
expenditure of noneys credited to the judicial and correctional
account of a political subdivision, including noneys
appropriated through the budget of the Judicial Departnent to a
political subdivision, shall be within the control of officers
of the political subdivision and the courts established for or
enbraci ng such political subdivision

PART V
ADM NI STRATI ON OF JUSTI CE GENERALLY
Chapt er
41. Administration of Justice

43. Dockets, |ndices and O her Records

19750S0935B1075 - 167 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN NN RN NN N NN R B R B R R R R R e
© 0O N O U~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

30

45. Juries and Jurors
CHAPTER 41
ADM NI STRATI ON OF JUSTI CE
Subchapt er
A.  Ceneral Provisions
B. Tenporary Assignnent of Judges and District Justices
C. Contenpt of Court
SUBCHAPTER A
CENERAL PROVI SI ONS
Sec.
4101. Coordination of activities.
4102. Cooperative duties.
§ 4101. Coordination of activities.

The several courts and district justices, all other system
and rel ated personnel, executive agencies and political
subdi vi sions shall devise a practical and working basis for
cooperation and coordination of activities, facilitating the
performance of their respective duties and elimnating
duplicating and overl appi ng of functions, and shall, so far as
practical, cooperate with each other in the use of enployees,
| and, buil dings, quarters, facilities, services and equi pnment.
Any agency or unit of the unified judicial system nay enpower or
requi re an enpl oyee of any other government unit, subject to the
consent of such other government unit, to performany duty which
m ght be required by such agency or unit of the systemof its
own enpl oyees, and any ot her governnment unit may enpower or
requi re an enpl oyee of any agency or unit of the system subject
to the consent of such agency or unit of the system to perform
any duty which mght be required by such other governnent unit

of its own enpl oyees.
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§ 4102. Cooperative duti es.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Wenever inthis title power is vested in
any agency or unit of the unified judicial system or in any
ot her governnent unit, to inspect, exam ne, secure data or
information, or to procure assistance from any ot her governnent
unit, a duty is hereby inposed upon the government unit upon
whi ch demand is made, to render such power effective.

(b) Exception.--The provisions of subsection (a) shall not
be construed to supersede any |aw which renders confidential any
class of data or information relating to juvenile, adoption,
donestic relations or other matters.

SUBCHAPTER B
TEMPORARY ASSI GNMENT OF JUDGES AND DI STRI CT JUSTI CES
Sec.
4121. Assignnent of judges.
4122. Assignnment of district justices.
4123. Assignnent procedure.
§ 4121. Assignnent of judges.

(a) General rule.--Subject to general rules any judge may be
tenporarily assigned to another court and may there hear and
determne any matter with like effect as if duly conm ssioned to
sit in such other court.

(b) Senior judges.--A former or retired judge who shall not
have been defeated for re-election may, with his consent, be
assigned on tenporary judicial service pursuant to subsection
(a).

(c) Exception.--Only a judge who is a nmenber of the bar of
the Suprenme Court shall be tenporarily assigned to a court to
whi ch only nenbers of the bar of the Supreme Court may be

appoi nted or el ected pursuant to section 3101 (relating to
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qual i fications of judges and district justices). A judge of the
Pittsburgh Magi strates Court or the Traffic Court of

Phi | adel phia nay be tenporarily assigned to a nagisteri al
district with the same effect as an assi gnnment pursuant to
section 4122 (relating to assignnent of district justices).

8§ 4122. Assignnment of district justices.

Subj ect to general rules any district justice may be
tenporarily assigned to any other nmgisterial district or the
Pittsburgh Magi strates Court or the Traffic Court of
Phi | adel phia, and may there hear and determ ne any matter with
like effect as if duly comm ssioned to sit in such other
district or in such court.

8§ 4123. Assignment procedure.

The procedure for effecting tenporary assignnments of judges
and district justices, the kind, anount and method of paynent
for travel, |odgings and subsistence, and all other nmatters
related to such tenporary assignnments, shall be governed by
general rules.

SUBCHAPTER C

CONTEMPT OF COURT
Sec.
4131. dassification of penal contenpts.
4132. Puni shnent for contenpt.
4133. Inprisonnent for failure to pay fine.
4134. Publication out of court.
4135. Crimnal contenpt.
8§ 4131. dassification of penal contenpts.

The power of the several courts of this Cormmonwealth to issue
attachnments and to inflict summary punishnents for contenpts of

court shall be restricted to the foll ow ng cases:
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(1) The official m sconduct of the officers of such
courts respectively.
(2) Disobedience or neglect by officers, parties, jurors
or witnesses of or to the lawful process of the court.
(3) The m sbehavior of any person in the presence of the
court, thereby obstructing the adm nistration of justice.
8§ 4132. Puni shnent for contenpt.

The puni shnent of inprisonnent for contenpt as provided in
section 4131 (relating to classification of penal contenpts)
shall extend only to such contenpts as shall be commtted in
open court, and all other contenpts shall be punished by fine
only.

8§ 4133. Inprisonnment for failure to pay fine.

The court nmay order the sheriff or other proper officer of
any county to take into custody and conmt to jail any person
fined for a contenpt, until such fine shall be paid or
di scharged. If such person shall be unable to pay such fine, he
may be conmitted to prison by the court for not exceeding three
nont hs.

§ 4134. Publication out of court.

(a) GCeneral rule.--No publication out of court respecting
t he conduct of judges, district justices, other system or
rel ated personnel, jurors or participants in connection with any
matt er pendi ng before any tribunal shall be construed as a
contenpt of court on the part of the author, publisher or other
person connected with such publication.

(b) GCuvil and crimnal liability not affected.--If any
publication specified in subsection (a) shall inproperly tend to
bias the m nds of the public, or of the tribunal, other system

or related personnel, jurors or participants in connection with
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any matter pending before any tribunal, any person who may be
aggri eved thereby nay proceed agai nst the persons responsible
for the publication by appropriate civil or crimnal action or
proceedi ng as in other cases of wongful publication.

§ 4135. Crimnal contenpt.

(a) GCeneral rule.--In all cases where a person shall be
charged with indirect crimnal contenpt for violation of a
restraining order or injunction issued by a court or judge, the
accused shall enjoy:

(1) The rights as to admi ssion to bail that are accorded
to persons accused of crinmne.

(2) The right to be notified of the accusation and a
reasonable tinme to make a defense, provided the alleged
contenpt is not conmtted in the imrediate view or presence
of the court.

(3) (i) Upon demand, the right to a speedy and public

trial by an inpartial jury of the judicial district

wherein the contenpt shall have been conmtt ed.

(ii) The requirenment of subparagraph (i) shall not
be construed to apply to contenpts commtted in the
presence of the court or so near thereto as to interfere
directly with the adm nistration of justice, or to apply
to the m sbehavior, m sconduct, or disobedi ence of any
of ficer of the court in respect to the wits, orders, or
process of the court.

(4) The right to file with the court a demand for the
retirement of the judge sitting in the proceeding, if the
contenpt arises froman attack upon the character or conduct
of such judge, and if the attack occurred otherwi se than in

open court. Upon the filing of any such demand, the judge
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shal | thereupon proceed no further but another judge shall be

designated by the court. The demand shall be filed prior to

the hearing in the contenpt proceeding.

(b) Punishnent.--Punishment for a contenpt specified in
subsection (a) may be by fine not exceeding $100 or by
i mpri sonment not exceeding 15 days in the jail of the county
where the court is sitting, or both, in the discretion of the
court. Where a person is conmitted to jail for the nonpaynent of
such a fine, he shall be discharged at the expiration of 15
days, but where he is also conmtted for a definite tine, the 15
days shall be conputed fromthe expiration of the definite tine.

CHAPTER 43
DOCKETS, | NDI CES AND OTHER RECORDS
Subchapt er
A. Establishnment, Mintenance and Effect of Judici al
Recor ds
B. Disposition of Qobsol ete Records
SUBCHAPTER A

ESTABLI SHVENT, MAI NTENANCE AND EFFECT OF JUDI Cl AL RECORDS
Sec.
4301. Establishment and mai ntenance of judicial records.
4302. Effect of records as notice.
4303. Effect of judgnent as I|ien.
4304. Notice of Federal pending actions (Reserved).
4305. Federal judgnents.
4306. Enforcenent of foreign judgnents.
8§ 4301. Establishnent and mai ntenance of judicial records.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Al systemand rel ated personnel shal
establish and nmaintain such records as shall be required by |aw.

(b) Supervision by Adm nistrative Ofice.--Al system and
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rel ated personnel engaged in clerical functions shall establish
and maintain all dockets, indices and other records and make and
file such entries and reports, at such tines, in such manner and
pursuant to such procedures and standards as may be prescri bed
by the Admi nistrative Ofice of Pennsylvania Courts with the
approval of the governing authority. Al such procedures and
standards shall be uniformto the nmaxi rum extent practicable so
as to facilitate the tenporary assi gnnment of personnel of the
system other than county staff, within the unified judicial
system

§ 4302. Effect of records as notice.

(a) Real property.--Except as otherw se provided by | aw,
every docunent affecting title to or any other interest in real
property situated in any county which is filed in the office of
the clerk of the court of common pleas of the county, or in the
office of the clerk of the branch of the court of comon pl eas
enbraci ng such county in the nmanner required by the | aws,
procedures or standards in effect at the date of such filing
shall be constructive notice to all persons of the filing and
full contents of such docunent.

(b) O her documents.--Docunents relating to the pendency of
a matter before any court and any other docunments filed in the
office of the clerk of any court or other office within or
related to and serving the unified judicial systemshall be
constructive notice to such persons, of such information and for
such duration as may be provided or prescribed by |aw
§ 4303. Effect of judgnent as lien.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any judgnment or other order of a court of
common pleas for the paynment of noney shall be a |ien upon rea

property situated in a county on the conditions, to the extent

19750S0935B1075 - 174 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

and with the priority provided or prescribed by law when it is
entered of record in the office of the clerk of the court of
common pleas of the county, or in the office of the clerk of the
branch of the court of common pl eas enbraci ng such county. Any
ot her order of a court of comon pleas shall be a |lien upon real
and personal property situated within any county enbraced within
the judicial district on the conditions, to the extent and with
the priority provided or prescribed by | aw

(b) Transfer of domestic judgnments.--An order of any court
of this Comonwealth which is a lien on property situated within
any judicial district of this Comonweal th pursuant to
subsection (a) shall be a lien upon property situated within any
other judicial district to the same extent as if resulting from
an order of the court of common pleas of such other judicial
di strict upon conpliance with such transfer and filing
procedures as may be prescribed by general rule. Such rules
shall require filing a docunment within the transferee judicial
district identifying the judgnent and the extent of the lien
t her eof .

8§ 4304. Notice of Federal pending actions. (Reserved)
§ 4305. Federal judgnents.

(a) General rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b)
every judgnent of a United States district court within this
Commonweal th shall, as provided by 28 United States Code § 1962
(relating to lien) be alien on the property located within this
Commonweal th in the same manner, to the sanme extent and under
the sane conditions as a judgnment of a court of common pl eas of
t his Cormonweal th and shall cease to be a lien in the sane
manner and ti ne.

(b) Exception.--The judgnment of a United States district
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court shall be a lien upon property |located within any county of
t his Commonweal th enbraced within the district for which such
court is established without further recording, filing or
docketing in any public office of this Comonwealth.

(c) Authorization for filing of Federal judgnments entered in
other districts.--Any judgnment of a United States district court
established for a district enbracing counties of this
Commonweal th ot her than the county in which the property is
| ocated may be registered, recorded, filed, docketed, indexed or
ot herwi se conforned to the rules and requirenments relating to
j udgnments of the courts of conmon pl eas.

8§ 4306. Enforcenent of foreign judgnents.

(a) Short title of section.--This section shall be known and
may be cited as the "Uni form Enforcenent of Foreign Judgnents
Act . "

(b) Filing and status of foreign judgnents.--A copy of any
foreign judgnent including the docket entries incidental thereto
aut henticated in accordance with act of Congress or this title
may be filed in the office of the clerk of any court of conmmon
pl eas of this Comonwealth. The clerk shall treat the foreign
judgnment in the sane manner as a judgnment of any court of conmmon
pl eas of this Comonweal th. A judgnment so filed shall be a lien
as of the date of filing and shall have the sane effect and be
subject to the sane procedures, defenses and proceedi ngs for
reopeni ng, vacating, or staying as a judgnment of any court of
common pleas of this Comonweal th and nay be enforced or
satisfied in |ike manner.

(c) Notice of filing.--

(1) At the tinme of the filing of the foreign judgnent,

the judgnent creditor or his attorney shall make and file
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with the office of the clerk of the court of commobn pleas an
affidavit setting forth the name and | ast known post office
address of the judgnent debtor, and the judgnment creditor. In
addi tion, such affidavit shall include a statenent that the
foreign judgnent is valid, enforceable and unsati sfied.

(2) Pronptly upon the filing of the foreign judgnent and
the affidavit, the clerk shall mail notice of the filing of
the foreign judgnment to the judgnent debtor at the address
given and shall nake a note of the mailing in the docket. The
notice shall include the nane and post office address of the
j udgnment creditor and the attorney for the judgnment creditor,
if any, in this Conmmonwealth. In addition, the judgnent
creditor may mail a notice of the filing of the judgnent to
t he judgnent debtor and may file proof of mailing with the
clerk. Lack of mailing notice of filing by the clerk shal
not affect the enforcenent proceedings if proof of nmailing by
t he judgnent creditor has been filed.

(d) Stay.--

(1) |If the judgnent debtor shows the court of common
pl eas that an appeal fromthe foreign judgnent is pending or
will be taken, or that a stay of execution has been granted,
the court shall stay enforcenent of the foreign judgnent
until the appeal is concluded, the time for appeal expires,
or the stay of execution expires or is vacated, upon proof
that the judgnment debtor has furnished the security for the
satisfaction of the judgment required by the State in which
it was rendered.

(2) |If the judgnent debtor shows the court of common
pl eas any ground upon which enforcenent of a judgnent of any

court of common pleas of this Comonweal th woul d be stayed,
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the court shall stay enforcenent of the foreign judgnent for

an appropriate period, upon requiring the same security for

satisfaction of the judgnment which is required in this

Commonweal t h.

(e) Optional procedure.--The right of a judgnment creditor to
bring an action to enforce his judgnment instead of proceedi ng
under this section remains uninpaired.

(f) Definition.--As used in this section "foreign judgnment"”
means any judgnent, decree, or order of a court of the United
States or of any other court requiring the paynment of noney
which is entitled to full faith and credit in this Commonweal t h.

SUBCHAPTER B

DI SPOSI TI ON OF OBSOLETE RECORDS
Sec.
4321. Record retention schedul es.
4322. Destruction and disposition of obsolete records.
4323. Form of permanent recordation.
4324. Copies of destroyed records.
4325. Duplicate permanent records.
4326. Oiginal records neriting special care.
4327. Transfer of custody to |ocal nmuseum upon application.
§ 4321. Record retention schedul es.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The governing authority, after
consultation with the County Records Commttee, shall by general
rul e prescribe schedules setting forth the conditions under
whi ch the records provided for in Subchapter A (relating to
establ i shment, mai ntenance and effect of judicial records) may
be di sposed of, either with or without the establishnment of a
per manent copy thereof.

(b) Requirenents for schedul es.--Such schedul es shal

19750S0935B1075 - 178 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

di stinguish clearly between records of tenporary val ue and
records of permanent val ue, and no schedul e shall be prescribed
or revised which will permt the destruction of records of

per manent val ue unl ess a permanent copy thereof is required to
be mai ntained as provided in this subchapter. Such schedules in
so far as they affect the records naintained by related staff,
shall be consistent with the schedul es prescribed by the County
Records Conmittee.

8§ 4322. Destruction and disposition of obsol ete records.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any person required to maintain records
pursuant to Subchapter A (relating to establishnent, naintenance
and effect of judicial records) may destroy such records in
conformty with this subchapter and the general rules prescribed
hereunder. No such person shall be held liable on his official
bond, or in the way of damages for |oss, or in any other nmanner,
civil or crimnal, because of the destruction of records as
aut hori zed pursuant to this subchapter

(b) Historical docunents.--Any original records which are of
hi storical value as nay be determned by the Gty Archivist in
the case of City and County of Phil adel phia, or by the
Pennsyl vani a Hi storical and Museum Conm ssion, in the case of
any other county, shall be transferred to the Pennsyl vani a
Hi storical and Museum Conmi ssion or to such other depositories
as may be designated by the comm ssion.

8§ 4323. Form of permanent recordation.

Records which are classified as records of pernmanent val ue
shall, prior to destruction or other renoval fromthe office of
t he person having custody thereof, be processed in conformty
with general rules so that they may be reproduced by any

phot ostati c, photographic, m crophotographic, mcrofilm video
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tape, magnetic tape, or other nechanical process which produces
a clear, accurate and pernanent copy, n crocopy or reproduction
of the original, in accordance with standards not |ess than

t hose approved for permanent records by the National Bureau of
St andar ds.

8§ 4324. Copies of destroyed records.

The photostatic, photographic, mcrophotographic, mcrofilned
or otherw se reproduced copy of any record destroyed or di sposed
of as authorized pursuant to this subchapter, or a certified
copy thereof, shall be adnmi ssible in evidence in any nmatter, and
shall have the sane force and effect as though the original
record had been produced and proved. It shall be the duty of the
per son who woul d have had custody of the original record, had it
not been destroyed pursuant to |law, to prepare enl arged, typed
or phot ographi c copies of such reproduced records whenever their
production is required.

8§ 4325. Duplicate permanent records.

In order to provide insurance for the nore actively used
wor ki ng copi es agai nst damage or | oss through wear or disaster,
duplicate copies of all permanent records shall be maintained at
such |l ocations as shall be approved by the Adm nistrative
Ofice.

8§ 4326. Oiginal records neriting special care.

If, in the opinion of the person having custody of an
original record, such original possesses sufficient value that
it nerits special care, he shall nake a permanent copy of the
record, which shall be officially certified and placed on file
inlieu of the original record, and, with the approval of the
Adm nistrative Ofice, he shall transfer the original to the

custody of such officer as shall be designated by the
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Adm nistrative Ofice for permanent preservation
§ 4327. Transfer of custody to |ocal museum upon application.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any nonprofit public, quasi-public, or
private association or corporation situated within the county
where the historical docunents are filed, which maintains a
museum building or facilities used for the exhibit of
historical witings, and which shall have adequate facilities
for the display and preservation of such docunents, may petition
the court of common pleas of the judicial district enbracing the
county wherein such docunment or docunents are filed for the
transfer of the custody of such docunents for the purpose of
their public display. Upon the filing of any petition, the court
shall fix atime for a hearing, and prescribe such notice to be
given as shall acquaint simlar organizations with the filing of
the petition. Any other association or corporation neeting the
requi renents of this subsection may intervene in the proceedi ngs
with the sane effect as if it had been the original petitioner,
and the court, after hearing, may award custody of any
hi stori cal docunment or docunents to any of the petitioners for
such term and upon such conditions as the court shall prescribe.

(b) Permanent copy substituted for original.--Upon the
granting of a petition transferring custody of any historical
docunents, the officer fromwhose custody it was renoved shal
substitute in his files a certified permanent copy of such
docunent, which shall be of the sane force and effect as the
ori ginal docunent.

(c) Petition for return of docunent.--The appropriate county
officer may at any tine, wthout cause, petition the court for
the return of any historical docunent, the custody of which had

been previously transferred to any person pursuant to subsection
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(a).

(d) Oder for return on notion of court.--The court, after
having taken jurisdiction of the transfer of any historical
docunent, may, w thout cause, and upon its own notion, order the
person having such tenporary custody to return such docunent to
the appropriate office wherein it had been originally fil ed.

(e) Definition.--As used in this section "historical
docunent” neans any docunment fornerly belonging to a decedent or
any ot her person, which docunent is nore than 50 years old and
which is in the custody of a register of wills, the recorder of
deeds, the clerk of any court or the prothonotary, except
docunents relating to adoption, divorce or custody.

CHAPTER 45
JURI ES AND JURORS
Subchapt er
A. Qualifications and Exenptions
B. Selection and Custody of Jurors
C. Penalties
SUBCHAPTER A
QUALI FI CATI ONS AND EXEMPTI ONS
Sec.
4501. Decl aration of policy.
4502. Qualifications of jurors.
4503. Exenptions fromjury service.
§ 4501. Declaration of policy.

(a) GCeneral Rule.--It is the policy of this Comonweal t h
t hat :

(1) Al persons entitled to a jury trial in a matter
shall have the right to jurors selected in the manner

provi ded or prescribed by |aw
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(2) Al qualified citizens shall have the opportunity to
be considered for service as jurors in the courts of this
Commonweal t h, and unl ess exenpted or excused as provided or
prescri bed by | aw shall have an obligation to serve as jurors
when summoned for that purpose.

(3) No citizen shall be excluded fromservice as a juror
on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin
or econom c status.

(b) Right to serve personal.--The right conferred by this
subchapter to be considered for service as a juror shall be
personal to each eligible citizen and shall not constitute the
basis for challenge to the conposition of the master file of
prospective jurors established pursuant to section 4521
(relating to master file of prospective jurors).

§ 4502. (Qualifications of jurors.

Every el ector of the county and every citizen eligible to
register to vote in the county for State and |ocal officials
shall be eligible to serve as a juror unless disqualified for
one or nore of the foll ow ng reasons:

(1) He is unable to read, wite, speak or understand the
Engl i sh | anguage.

(2) He is incapable, by reason of nmental or physical
infirmty, to render efficient jury service.

(3) He has been convicted within the preceding six years
of the comm ssion of a felony or of a m sdeneanor of the
first or second degree or of any crine under the |aws of any
ot her jurisdiction punishable by inprisonnent for nore than
one year and has not been granted pardon or ammesty.

8§ 4503. Exenptions fromjury service.

(a) GCeneral rule.--No person shall be exenpt or excused from
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jury duty except the follow ng:

(1) Persons exenpt by statute.

(2) Persons exenpt by general rule. The governing
authority shall ascertain those classes of persons, such as
police officers and attorneys-at-law, who by reason of
occupation or otherwi se are customarily elimnated in the
sel ection of petit juries, and may establish rights of
exenption for such cl asses:

(i) Wiich are automatic unless the prospective juror

i ndi cates that he does not wi sh the exenption to be

applicable to him

(ii) Wiich are available only if and to the extent

t he prospective juror clains such exenption.

(3) Persons in active service with the National Guard or
the armed forces of the United States.

(4) Persons who have served within the preceding three
years.

(b) Hardship cases.--Persons denonstrating undue hardship or
extrene inconveni ence may be excused for such period as the
court determ nes necessary, at the end of which period, the
juror may again be sumoned for jury service.

(c) Challenges.--This section shall not affect the practice
with respect to perenptory chall enges and chal | enges for cause,
whi ch shall be governed by general rules.

SUBCHAPTER B
SELECTI ON AND CUSTCODY OF JURORS
Sec.
4521. Master file of prospective jurors.
4522. Selection of jurors.

4523. Terns and conditions of jury service.
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8§ 4521. Master file of prospective jurors.
The jury selection conm ssion, pursuant to general rules or
rules of court, shall prepare and revise fromtinme to tinme a

master file of persons who nmay be eligible for jury service.

1

2

3

4

5 § 4522. Selection of jurors.
6 Grand and petit jurors shall be selected in the manner

7 provided by general rules or rules of court fromthe master file
8 established pursuant to section 4521 (relating to master file of
9 prospective jurors). The list of persons found qualified to

10 serve as jurors and the list of persons selected for jury

11 service shall be a public record.

12 8§ 4523. Terns and conditions of jury service.

13 The tinmes, places and manner of sunmoning jurors, the

14 duration of their service, the other ternms and conditions of

15 their service, including accomobdations and recreation, and al

16 other matters relating to jury service not otherw se specified

17 in this title, shall be governed by general rules or rules of

18 court.

19 SUBCHAPTER C
20 PENALTI ES
21 Sec.

22 4541. Failure of juror to attend.

23 4542. Interference with jury sel ection.

24 4543. Tanpering with juror

25 § 4541. Failure of juror to attend.

26 Upon the failure of any juror duly summoned to attend the
27 court until duly discharged, the court may inpose a civil

28 forfeiture for credit to the judicial and correctional account
29 of the county, of not nore than $100 for each and every day of
30 delinquency, to be recovered by execution as in the case of
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judgnments for the paynment of noney in support proceedings.
8§ 4542. Interference with jury selection.

(a) Interference by officials.--Any systemor rel ated
personnel or other public officer or enploye who shall violate
this chapter or any general rule or rule of court, or who shal
solicit or procure any other person to conmt such a violation,
for the purpose of unlawfully procuring the selection or the
excusi ng of any person fromjury service, or otherw se
unlawful Iy affecting the conposition of a jury, is guilty of an
of f ense.

(b) Oher interference.--Any person who undertakes or offers
to influence the selection of any person for jury service, or
ot herwi se unlawfully affecting the conposition of a jury, or who
gi ves anything of value to any person for the purpose of
affecting the inpartial selection of jurors or to procure excuse
or exenption fromjury service or who solicits, demands, or
recei ves anything of value or the prom se thereof from any
person for the purpose of in any manner affecting the selection,
excusi ng or exenption of any persons fromjury service or does
any such act for the purpose of enabling hinself or another to
evade or escape jury service, or to unlawfully affect the
conposition of a jury, is guilty of an offense.

(c) Gading.--The offense is a felony of the third degree if
the actor enploys force, deception, threat or offer of pecuniary
benefit. Otherwise it is a m sdeneanor of the second degree.

§ 4543. Tanpering with juror

Any person who having in any way ascertained the nanmes of
persons selected for jury service, shall thereafter discuss with
such prospective juror, or with any inpaneled juror, the

evi dence or facts of any particular matter then pending before
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any court for which the juror has been summoned for jury
service, with the intent to influence the juror in his service
or in the consideration of the evidence in such matter, is
guilty of a m sdeneanor of the second degree.

PART VI

ACTI ONS, [AND] PROCEEDI NGS AND OTHER MATTERS GENERALLY

Chapt er

51. Prelimnary Provisions

53. Bases of Jurisdiction and Interstate and International

Procedure

55. Limtation of Tine

57. Bonds and Recogni zances

59. Depositions and Wtnesses

61. Rules of Evidence

63. Juvenile Matters

65. Habeas Cor pus

67. Support Proceedi ngs

CHAPTER 51
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS

Sec.
5101. Renedy to exist for legal injury.
5102. Place and formof filing applications for relief.
5103. Transfer of erroneously filed matters.
5104. Trial by jury.
5105. Right to appellate review
5106. Change of venue.
8§ 5101. Renedy to exist for legal injury.

(a) General rule.--Every person for a legal injury done him
in his | ands, goods, person, or reputation shall have renmedy by

due course of law, and right and justice adm ni stered w t hout
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sal e, denial or delay.

(b) No waiver of sovereign inmmunity.--The provisions of
subsection (a) shall not be construed as a waiver by the
Commonweal th of immunity to suit.

§ 5102. Place and formof filing applications for relief.

Applications for relief to any court under section 5101
(relating to remedy to exist for legal injury) or under any
ot her provision of law, or docunments relating to a nmatter before
a district justice, shall be filed in such office and in such
formas may be prescribed by general rule or rule of court.

§ 5103. Transfer of erroneously filed matters.

(a) GCeneral rule.--1f an appeal or other nmatter is taken to
or brought in a court or nagisterial district which does not
have jurisdiction of the appeal or other matter, the court or
district justice shall not quash such appeal or disnm ss the
matter, but shall transfer the record thereof to the proper
court or magisterial district of this Conmonweal th, where the
appeal or other matter shall be treated as if originally filed
in the transferee court or nmagisterial district on the date
first filed in a court or magisterial district.

(b) Federal cases.--Subsection (a) shall also apply to any
matter transferred or remanded by any United States district
court for a district enbracing any part of this Comonweal th.

(c) Interdivisional transfers.--1f an appeal or other nmatter
is taken to, brought in, or transferred to a division of a court
to which such matter is not allocated by |aw, the court shal
not quash such appeal or dismss the matter, but shall transfer
the record thereof to the proper division of the court, where
t he appeal or other matter shall be treated as if originally

filed in the transferee division on the date first filed in a
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court or magisterial district.
§ 5104. Trial by jury.

Trial by jury shall be as heretofore, and the right thereof
shall remain inviolate. Trial by jury may be waived in the
manner prescribed by general rules.

8§ 5105. Right to appellate review

(a) GCeneral rule.--There is a right of appeal under this
subsection fromthe final order (including an order defined as a
final order by general rule) of every:

(1) Court or district justice of this Cormobnwealth to
the court having jurisdiction of such appeals.

(2) Governnent unit which is an adm ni strative agency
wi thin the neaning of section 9 of Article V of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania to the court having jurisdiction
of such appeals. An order is appeal able under this paragraph
notw thstanding the fact that it is not appeal abl e under the
act of June 4, 1945 (P.L. 1388, No.442), known as the
"Adm nistrative Agency Law," or the act of Decenber 2, 1968
(P.L.1133, No.353), known as the "Local Agency Law. "

(b) Successive appeal s.--Except as otherw se provided in
this subsection, the rights conferred by subsection (a) are
curmul ative, so that a litigant may as a matter of right cause a
final order of any tribunal in any matter which itself
constitutes an appeal to such tribunal, to be further revi ewed
by the court having jurisdiction of appeals from such tribunal.
Except as provided in section 723 (relating to appeals fromthe
Commonweal th Court) there shall be no right of appeal fromthe
Superior Court or the Commobnweal th Court to the Suprenme Court
under this section or otherw se.

(c) Interlocutory appeals.--There shall be a right of appeal
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fromsuch interlocutory orders of tribunals and ot her governnent
units as nay be specified by |aw. The governing authority shal
be responsible for a continuous review of the operation of
section 702(b) (relating to discretionary all owance of appeals)
and shall fromtinme to tine establish by general rule rights to
appeal from such classes of interlocutory orders, if any, from
whi ch appeal s are regularly allowed pursuant to section 702(b).
(d) Scope of appeal.--

(1) Except as otherwi se provided in this subsection an
appeal under this section shall extend to the whole record,

i ncludi ng evidence, with |ike effect as upon an appeal froma
j udgnment entered upon the verdict of a jury in an action at

| aw and the scope of review of the order shall not be limted
as on broad or narrow certiorari

(2) An order which is appeal abl e by reason of subsection
(a)(2), but which would not be appeal abl e under the act of
June 4, 1945 (P.L.1388, No.442), known as the "Adm nistrative
Agency Law," or the act of Decenber 2, 1968 (P.L.1133,

No. 353), known as the "Local Agency Law," or under any ot her
correspondi ng provision of |aw, shall not be reversed or
nodi fi ed on appeal unless the appellant would be entitled to
equi val ent relief upon an action in the nature of equity,
repl evin, or mandanus, quo warranto or upon a petition for
decl aratory judgnent or for a wit of certiorari or

prohi bition or otherw se objecting to such order.

(3) Nothing in this subsection shall supersede any
general rule or rule of court or any unsuspended statute
authorizing or requiring an appellate court to receive
addi ti onal evidence or to hear the appeal de novo.

(4) Except as otherw se provided by general rule, an
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appeal froma final order of the mnor judiciary shall be de

novo under procedures established by general rule.

(e) Supersedeas.--An appeal shall operate as a supersedeas
to the extent and upon the conditions provided or prescribed by
| aw, except that an appeal in a capital case shall stay
execution of sentence of death.

§ 5106. Change of venue.

The power to change the venue in civil and crimnal cases
shall be vested in the courts, to be exercised in such manner as
shall be provided or prescribed by |aw

CHAPTER 53
BASES OF JURI SDI CTI ON AND | NTERSTATE
AND | NTERNATI ONAL PROCEDURE
Subchapt er
A.  Ceneral Provisions
B. Interstate and International Procedure
SUBCHAPTER A
CENERAL PROVI SI ONS
Sec.
5301. Persons.
5302. Land.
5303. Chattels.
5304. Docunents.
5305. Corporate shares.
5306. vligations.
5307. Status.
§ 5301. Persons.

(a) General rule.--The existence of any of the follow ng

rel ati onshi ps between a person and this Conmonweal th shal

constitute a sufficient basis of jurisdiction to enable the
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1 tribunals of this Cormobnwealth to exerci se general personal

2 jurisdiction over such person, or his personal representative in
3 the case of an individual, and to enable such tribunals to

4 render personal orders agai nst such person or representative:

5 (1) Individuals.--

6 (i) Presence in this Coomonwealth at the tinme when

7 process i s served.

8 (ii) Domcile in this Commonwealth at the tinme when
9 process i s served.

10 (iii1) Consent, to the extent authorized by the

11 consent .

12 (2) Corporations.--

13 (i) Incorporation under the laws of this

14 Conmonweal t h.

15 (i1i) Consent, to the extent authorized by the

16 consent.

17 (tii) The carrying on of a continuous and systenmatic
18 part of its general business within this Comobnwealth.

19 (3) Partnerships, limted partnerships, partnership
20 associ ations, professional associations, unincorporated
21 associations and simlar entities.--
22 (1) Formation under the laws of this Commonweal t h
23 (i1i) Consent, to the extent authorized by the
24 consent.
25 (tii) The carrying on of a continuous and systenmatic
26 part of its general business within this Comobnwealth.
27 (b) Scope of jurisdiction.--Wen jurisdiction over a person

28 is based upon this section any cause of action nmay be asserted
29 against him whether or not arising fromacts enunerated in this
30 section.
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§ 5302. Land.

The tribunals of this Comonweal th shall have jurisdiction
over land situated within this Commonweal th whether or not the
persons owning or claimng interests therein are subject to the
jurisdiction of the tribunals of this Conmonwealt h.

§ 5303. Chattels.

The tribunals of this Comonweal th shall have jurisdiction
over chattels situated within this Commonweal th whet her or not
t he persons owning or claimng interests therein are subject to
the jurisdiction of the tribunals of this Comobnwealth.

§ 5304. Docunents.

The tribunals of this Comonweal th shall have jurisdiction
over docunents which are within this Comonweal th whet her or not
t he persons owning or claimng interests therein are subject to
the jurisdiction of the tribunals of this Comobnwealth.

§ 5305. Corporate shares.

The tribunals of this Comonweal th shall have jurisdiction,
whet her or not the persons owning or claimng interests in the
shares or share certificates are subject to the jurisdiction of
the tribunals of this Comobnweal t h:

(1) Over shares in a corporation incorporated under the
| aws of this Commonwealth (subject to the limtations of the
act of April 6, 1953 (P.L.3, No.1), known as the "Uniform
Commerci al Code").

(2) Over share certificates which are | ocated within
t hi s Commonweal t h.

(3) Over shares in a corporation represented by share
certificates located within this Commonwealth if the | aw of
the jurisdiction of incorporation enbodies the share in the

share certificates.
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§ 5306. (bligations.
The tribunals of this Comonweal th shall have jurisdiction
over obligations owed by persons who are subject to the

jurisdiction of the tribunals of this Conmonweal th whet her or

1
2
3
4
5 not the persons to whomthe obligations are owed are subject to
6 the jurisdiction of the tribunals of this Conmonwealt h.

7 8§ 5307. Status.

8 The judicial jurisdiction over status granted to the courts
9 of this Cormonwealth by the Constitution and |laws of this

10 Commonweal th may be exerci sed:

11 (1) to the extent permtted by the Constitution of the
12 United States, except as limted by the Constitution and | aws
13 of this Commonweal t h; and

14 (2) in the manner permtted by the laws of this

15 Commonweal t h.
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