PRINTER S NO. /32

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 698 =%

I NTRODUCED BY ROBBI NS, HECKLER, PUNT, HELFRI CK, BELL,
BRI GHTBI LL, RHOADES, AFFLERBACH, STAPLETON, MJSTO, DELP
ANDREZESKI AND KASUNI C, MARCH 7, 1995

REFERRED TO M LI TARY AND VETERANS AFFAI RS, MARCH 7, 1995

AN ACT

1 Anmending Title 51 (Mlitary Affairs) of the Pennsyl vania

2 Consol idated Statutes, further providing for educational aid
3 for certain nenbers of the Pennsylvania National Guard; and
4 conferring powers and duties on the Adjutant General, the

5 Departnment of Mlitary Affairs and the Pennsylvani a H gher

6 Educati on Assi stance Agency.

7

8

9

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) The Pennsylvania National Guard must recruit

t housands of young Pennsyl vani ans each year to attain and

10 sustain its required troop strength to neet Federal nanning
11 requi renents and to provide the Governor with a well-trained
12 and organized mlitary force to respond to enmergencies in

13 t hi s Commonweal t h.

14 (2) The nen and wonen of the Pennsyl vania National Guard
15 face increasing | eadership and technical challenges and the
16 per cent age of nenbers of the National Guard with post-high

17 school, college and technical education nmust be increased to
18 neet these chall enges.

19 (3) Currently avail able prograns are not adequate to



1 neet the financial needs of National Guard personnel who are
2 pursui ng a higher education or to attract young nmen and wonen
3 into the National Guard who are high school graduates with

4 the desire and ability to pursue their higher education in

5 Commonweal th col | eges and universities or business, trade and
6 t echni cal school s.

7 (4) The Pennsylvania National Guard needs a cadre of

8 wel | - educated | eaders to | ead the Guard now and in the

9 future.

10 (5) An innovative education assistance programw | |

11 provi de public service educational grants for nenbers of the
12 Pennsyl vani a National Guard and will keep Pennsyl vani a

13 student soldiers in this Commonweal th and benefit

14 Pennsyl vani a conmuni ti es.

15 (6) An educational assistance programw ||l reward those
16 young Pennsyl vani ans who vol unteer to serve their nation and
17 Commonweal th as part of the Pennsyl vania National Guard and
18 will make this Conmonweal th nore conpetitive with other

19 states and regular forces in the educational benefits offered
20 to mlitary personnel.
21 (7) The Educational Assistance Programis designed to
22 provi de public service educational grants to nenbers of the
23 Pennsyl vani a National Guard by neans of grants adm nistered
24 by the Pennsylvani a H gher Education Assi stance Agency.
25 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
26 hereby enacts as follows:
27 Section 1. Section 3104 of Title 51 of the Pennsylvania
28 Consolidated Statutes is repeal ed.
29 Section 2. Title 51 is anended by adding a chapter to read:
30 CHAPTER 32
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EDUCATI ONAL ASSI STANCE PROGRAM

Sec.
3201. Definitions.
3202. Eligibility.
3203. Certification of eligibility.
3204. Gants.
3205. Amount of grants.
3206. Limtations.
3207. Recoupnent of grant paynents.
3208. Regul ati ons.
3209. Adm nistration.
§ 3201. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.
"Approved institution of higher learning." An educational

institution offering a post-secondary program of education
| ocated in this Conmonweal th and approved by the Pennsyl vani a
Hi gher Educati on Assi stance Agency.

" Approved program of education.”™ A degree or nondegree
curriculumor course of study to be pursued on a full-tine or
part-tinme basis or its equivalent as determ ned by the
Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Education Assi stance Agency, at an approved
institution of higher |earning.

"Eligible nenber." A nmenber of the Pennsylvania National
Guard who neets the criteria specified in section 3202 (relating
to eligibility) and who has been awarded a certificate of

eligibility under section 3203 (relating to certification of
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eligibility).

"Full -time student. A student enrolled in an approved
institution of higher |earning pursuing an approved program of
education equal to or greater than 15 credit hours or its
equi val ent recogni zed by the Pennsyl vani a H gher Educati on
Assi stance Agency as a full-time course of study.

"Part-tinme student.” A student enrolled in an approved
institution of higher education pursuing an approved program of
education of less than 15 credit hours or its equival ent
recogni zed by the Pennsylvani a H gher Education Assistance
Agency as a part-tinme course of study.

"Program " The Educati onal Assistance Program established in
this chapter

"Qualified resident.” An individual who has been a bona fide
resident of this Commonwealth for a period of at |east 12
consecutive nonths imediately prior to the time an application
for a grant is made. The Pennsyl vani a H gher Educati on
Assi stance Agency shall nmake the final decision on whether an
applicant is a qualified resident.

8§ 3202. EHigibility.

(a) General rule.--A Pennsylvania National Guard menber is
eligible to receive a public service educational grant under
this chapter if the nmenber neets all of the follow ng
eligibility criteria:

(1) The nenber is a qualified resident of this

Commonweal t h.

(2) The nenber serves in an enlisted grade or in the
grade of a warrant officer 1, warrant officer 2, first

|'i eutenant or second |ieutenant.

(3) The nenber is a nmenber in good standing and has been
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a satisfactory participant in Pennsylvania National Guard
activities for a mninmum service period established by the
Adj ut ant Ceneral .

(4) The nenber has enrolled as a student in an approved
program of education at an approved institution of higher
| ear ni ng.

(b) Additional eligibility criteria for full-time student
assi stance grants.--1n addition to the eligibility criteria
specified in subsection (a), a student nust neet the follow ng
eligibility criteria to qualify for a full-tinme student
assi stance grant:

(1) The nenber does not possess a baccal aureate degree.

(2) The nenber accepts an obligation to serve in the
Pennsyl vani a National Guard for a period of six years from
the date of entry into the program by enlistnent,
reenlistnment, extension of enlistnment or execution of a
servi ce conmm tnent.

(3) The nenber has enrolled as a full-tinme student in an
approved program of education at an approved institution of
hi gher | earni ng.

(4) The nenber is not receiving a Reserve Oficer
Trai ni ng Corps (ROTC) Schol arshi p.

§ 3203. Certification of eligibility.

The departnent shall certify nmenbers of the Pennsyl vani a
National Guard as eligible to participate in the program who
neet the eligibility criteria set forth in section 3202
(relating to eligibility) and shall provide the agency with a
certificate of eligibility for an eligible nenber.

§ 3204. Gants.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Fromthe funds appropriated for the
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pur poses of this chapter, the agency is authorized to provide
grants to eligible nenbers for the purpose of pursuing approved
prograns of educati on.

(b) Prom ssory notes.--At the receipt of the grant, an
eligible menber shall sign a prom ssory note to repay the ful
anount of the grant. The prom ssory note shall be conditional
upon nonconpl etion of the service obligation under section
3207(a) (relating to recoupnent of grant paynents).

§ 3205. Anount of grants.

(a) Full-time student assistance grants.--G ants awarded
under this chapter to full-tinme students shall be determ ned by
t he agency without regard to financial need and shall not
exceed, for each academ c year, the | esser of:

(1) the tuition of the approved institution of higher
| earning for the approved program of education in which the
menber is enrolled; or

(2) two-thirds of the tuition charged to a resident of
this Coormonweal th at a nmenber institution of the State System
of Higher Education for the sanme acadenic year.

(b) Part-tinme student assistance grants.--Gants awarded
under this chapter to part-tine students shall be determ ned by
t he agency without regard to financial need and shall not
exceed, for each academ c year or period, the |esser of:

(1) One-half of the tuition for the part-tine course of
study in which the nenber is enrolled; or

(2) One-third of the tuition charged to a resident of
the Comonweal th at a nmenber institution of the State System
of Hi gher Education for the sanme acadenmi c year or peri od.

(c) Oher grants.--The agency shall not reduce the anount of

ot her agency grants or aid for which the eligible nmenber
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qual i fies on account of the nmenber's eligibility for, or receipt
of , grants under this chapter.

(d) Adjustnents.--1f the agency, after consultation with the
Adj ut ant Ceneral, determ nes that the anpunt appropriated for
the programin any year will be insufficient to provide grants
in the amounts set forth in this section to all eligible
menbers, the agency and the departnment may reduce the maxi mum
anount of the grants proportionately or set a limt on the
nunber of participants to ensure that suns expended do not
exceed appropri ations.

§ 3206. Limtations.

(a) Tine.--No nenber shall be eligible for:

(1) Full-time student assistance grants under this
program for nore than four academ c years.

(2) Part-tinme student assistance grants under this
program for nore than six academ c years.

(3) A conbination of full-tinme student assistance grants
and part-time student assistance grants under this program
for nore than five academ c years.

(b) Active duty.--No grant paynents shall be made under this
chapter except during the eligible nenber's termof service as a
menber in good standing of the Pennsylvania National Guard.

§ 3207. Recoupnent of grant paynents.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An eligible nmenber who fails to neet the
requi renents of this chapter as a result of participation in
this programor to neet other requirenents established by the
Adj ut ant CGeneral or the agency is liable to the Commonweal th for
repaynent of all grant paynents made. The Adjutant General shall
notify the agency if an eligible nmenber fails to conplete the

service obligation and the prom ssory note under section 3204(b)
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(relating to grants) shall be paynment in full upon demand by the
agency on a schedul e as the agency nmay determn ne.

(b) Forgiveness of recoupnent.--The Adjutant General may
advi se the agency to forgive recoupnent of all or part of an
eligible menber's grant paynents if the Adjutant General
determ nes that the nmenber's failure to fulfill the six-year
service obligation was the result of the eligible nenber's
deat h, di scharge because of disability incurred in |ine of duty,
di scharge because of a nedical determination that the eligible
menber is nmedically unfit for duty when the nedical condition is
outside the eligible nenber's control and is not due to his
m sconduct or discharge or rel ease because of other conpelling
ci rcunst ances outside the eligible nmenber's control.

§ 3208. Regul ati ons.

The Adj utant Ceneral and the agency may pronul gate
regul ations to carry out the provisions of this chapter.
§ 3209. Administration.

The agency is authorized to use an appropriate portion of the
funds appropriated for the programto pay the costs of the
adm ni stration of this chapter.

Section 3. (a) Fromappropriations to it for this purpose,
the Departnent of Mlitary Affairs may continue to pay tuition
credit grants to nmenbers who, prior to the effective date of
this act, received or applied for grants under 51 Pa.C. S. § 3104
for not nore than three years after the effective date of this
act .

(b) A nenber of the Pennsylvania National Guard in an
enlisted grade or in the grade of a warrant officer 1, warrant
officer 2, first lieutenant or second |ieutenant after

conpleting a mninmmenlistnent period as defined by the
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Adj ut ant Ceneral, who enrolls in a Pennsylvania institution of
hi gher | earning, with degree granting status as approved by the
Depart ment of Education, shall receive a grant of one-half the
cost of the credit, with a maxi mum of $60 per credit while
satisfactorily enrolled, with a maxi numof six credits per
quarter or semester or 12 credits per year.

(c) Gants shall be paid only upon certification each
gquarter or senester by the Adjutant General that the student is
a current nenber in good standing with the Pennsyl vani a Nati onal
Guard and that his current enlistnment extends beyond the
expiration date of the current quarter or senester.

(d) The Department of Mlitary Affairs shall admnister the
educational grants provided in this section from an
appropriation nade annually to the departnment for this purpose.
The departnent may pronul gate rules and regul ati ons on the
adm ni strati on and managenent of this program The grant program
shall not exceed the anmount of the appropriation. If the
departnment determ nes that the anobunt appropriated will be
insufficient to pay the grants in amobunts set forth in
subsection (b), the departnent shall reduce the amobunt of the
grant paynents proportionately so that the expenditures do not
exceed the anounts appropri ated.

(e) No person shall receive a grant under this section if he
is awarded a grant under Chapter 32 of Title 51.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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