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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 572 =5n”

Report of the Committee of Conference

To the Menbers of the Senate and House of Representatives:

We, the undersigned, Commttee of Conference on the part of
t he Senate and House of Representatives for the purpose of
considering Senate Bill No. 572, entitl ed:
"An act amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130),
entitled "An act relating to counties of the third, fourth,
fifth, sixth, seventh and ei ghth classes; anendi ng, reV|S|ng,
consolldatlng and changlng the Iams relatlng thereto pfevrﬁ%ﬁg

INCREASING CERTAIN ASSESSNENTS AND PRCVIDING FCR A FULL TINE <—
DI STRI CT ATTORNEY | N CERTAI N | NSTANCES IN TH RD, FOURTH, FIFTH

SI XTH, SEVENTH AND El GHTH CLASS COUNTI ES, SETTI NG H S SALARY AND

MAKI NG REPEALS. "

respectfully submt the following bill as our report:

W LOUI S COPPERSM TH
H CRAIG LEWS
JOHN STAUFFER

(Committee on the part of the Senate.)

JOSEPH TED DOYLE
WLLIAM H ECKENSBERCER, JR
D. M CHAEL FI SHER

(Committee on the part of the House of Representatives.)
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), entitled
"An act relating to counties of the third, fourth, fifth,
si xth, seventh and ei ght cl asses; anendi ng, revising,
consolidating and changing the laws relating thereto,"
provi di ng for annual assessnents for district attorneys'
associ ations and providing for a full time district attorney
in certain instances in third and fourth class counti es,
setting his salary and naki ng repeal s.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 445, act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323,
No. 130), known as "The County Code," is amended by addi ng a
subsection to read:
Section 445. Annual Assessnents for County Conm ssioners,
Etc.--* * *

(a.1) |In addition to the expenses herei nbef ore aut hori zed,

t he necessary expenses of the association of district attorneys

shal |l be apporti oned anong the counti es hol di ng nenbership in

t he associ ation in anpunts provided for by the rul es and

requl ati ons of the associ ation but shall not total per annum

nor e t han:

(1) Three hundred dollars ($300) for any county of the third

(2) Two hundred fifty dollars ($250) for any county of the

fourth cl ass;

(3) Two hundred dollars ($200) for any county of the fifth

(4) One hundred fifty dollars ($150) for any county of the

si xth cl ass;

(5) One hundred dollars ($100) for any county of the seventh

(6) Fifty dollars ($50) for any county of the ei ghth cl ass.
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* * %

Section 2. The heading of section 1401 of the act is amended
and a subsection is added to read:
Section 1401. District Attorney; Qualifications;

Eligibility; Conpensation.--* * *

(g) The conm ssioners of any county of the third or fourth

class may by ordi nance fix the services of the district attorney

at full tine. Such determ nation may be nade at any tine,

provi ded that the determ nation shall not be made between the

first day for the circul ation of noninating petitions for the

office of district attorney and January of the subsequent year.

The president judge of the court of commpn pleas of the judicial

district and the district attorney nmay nake recomrendati ons at

any tine to the county conm ssioners on the advisability of

full-tine service by the district attorney, but the sane shal

not be binding on them

VWhen the deternination by the county comm ssioners to require

a full tinme district attorney becones effective and operati ve,

he shall be conpensated at one thousand dollars ($1, 000) | ower

than the conpensation paid to a judge of the court of conmobn

pleas in the respective judicial district. It is the |legislative

intent that all provisions of this subsection requiring full-

tinme service shall be unenforceable until such tine as the

acconpanyi ng sal ary provi sions take effect.

Once the determnation for a full tine district attorney i s

made, it shall not thereafter be changed except by referendum of

the el ectorate of the said county. Such referendum nay be

instituted by the county conm ssioners or on petition by five

per cent of the electors voting for the office of Governor in

the | ast gubernatorial general el ection. Such referendum may be
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held at any el ection preceding the year in which the district

attorney shall be elected. Such district attorney shall devote

full tine to the office. The district attorney while in office,

shall not derive any other incone as a result of the necessary

| egal educati on and backqground, from any source incl udi ng but

not limted to incone derived from | eqgal publications or other

publications dealing with natters related to the office of

district attorney, |ectures, honorariuns, profit shares or

di visions of incone fromany firmwith which the district

attorney was associated prior to election. This linmtati on shal

not be construed, however, to preclude paynent of fees earned

for |l egal work done prior to, but not concluded until after his

election as district attorney. In addition the district attorney

shall not engage in any private practice and nust be conpletely

di sassociated with any firmwith which the district attorney was

affiliated prior to election, nor shall the district attorney-

el ect accept any civil or crimnal cases after being elected to

the office. Furthernore, the district attorney shall be subject

to the canons of ethics as applied to judges in the courts of

commpn pleas of this Commbnwealth in so far as such canons apply

to salaries, full-tinme duties and conflicts of interest.

Any conplaint by a citizen of the county that a full tine

district attorney nay be in violation of this section shall be

made to the Disciplinary Board of the Suprene Court of

Pennsyl vania, for determ nation as to the nerit of the

conplaint. |If any substantive basis is found, the board shal

proceed forthwith in the nanner prescri bed by the rules of the

Suprene Court and nake such recommendati on for disciplinary

action as it deens advi sable, provided, however, that if the

Suprene Court deens the violation so grave as to warrant renopva

19750S0572B1932 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00 N o oo M wWw N - O

fromoffice, the prothonotary of the said court shall transmt

its findings to the Speaker of the House of Representatives for

such action as the House deens advi sable under Article VI of the

Constitution of the Conmmbnweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

VWhere no such deternm nation to require a full tine district

attorney is made, the district attorney shall be permtted to

have an outside practice, and his salary shall be as set forth

in the act of Novenmber 1, 1971 (P.L.495, No.113).

Section 3. (a) Section 5 of the act of Novenmber 1, 1971
(P.L.495, No.113), entitled "An act providing for the
conpensati on of county officers in counties of the second
t hrough eighth classes, for the disposition of fees, for filing
of bonds in certain cases and for duties of certain officers,”
is repealed in so far as inconsistent with the provisions of
this act.

(b) Any other act or part of an act inconsistent with the
provisions of this act are repealed to the extent of the
i nconsi stency.

Section 4. This act shall take effect imedi ately.
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