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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 508  *un”

I NTRODUCED BY HOWARD, COPPERSM TH, HAGER AND DOUGHERTY,
MARCH 19, 1973

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNMVENT, MARCH 19, 1973

I
RPOOONOUIRWNE

N NN R R R R R R R R
N P O © 0 N o N W N

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 21, 1957 (P.L.390, No.212), entitled
"An act requiring certain records of the Comonwealth and its
political subdivisions and of certain authorities and other
agenci es perform ng essential governnental functions, to be
open for exam nation and inspection by citizens of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; authori zing such citizens under
certain conditions to make extracts, copies, photographs or
phot ostats of such records; and providing for appeals to the
courts of common pleas,” further defining public record,
further providing for availability of public records and
provi di ng penalties.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Cause (2) of section 1, act of June 21, 1957
(P.L.390, No.212), entitled "An act requiring certain records of
the Comonwealth and its political subdivisions and of certain
authorities and other agencies perform ng essential governnental
functions, to be open for exam nation and inspection by citizens
of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a; authorizing such citizens
under certain conditions to make extracts, copies, photographs
or photostats of such records; and providing for appeals to the

courts of common pleas,” anmended June 17, 1971 (P.L.160, No.9),
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i s anended to read:

Section 1. In this act the followng terns shall have the
fol | owi ng neani ngs:

* %

(2) "Public Record.” Any account, voucher or contract
dealing with the recei pt or disbursenent of funds by an agency
or its acquisition, use or disposal of services or of supplies,
mat eri al s, equi pnent or other property and any m nute, order or
deci sion by an agency fixing the personal or property rights,
privileges, imunities, duties or obligations of any person or
group of persons: Provided, That the term "public records” shal
not mean any report, comrunication or other paper, the
publication of which would disclose the institution, progress or
result of an investigation undertaken by an agency in the
performance of its official duties, except those reports filed
by agencies pertaining to safety and health in industrial
plants; it shall not include any record, docunent, naterial,
exhi bit, pleading, report, nenorandum or other paper, access to
or the publication of which is prohibited, restricted or
forbi dden by statute | aw or order or decree of court, or which
woul d operate to the prejudice or inpairnment of a person's
reputation or personal security, or which would result in the
| oss by the Commonweal th or any of its political subdivisions or
conmi ssions or State or rmunicipal authorities of Federal funds,
excepting therefrom however the record of any conviction for any

crimnal act. The term "public record" shall include, but shal

not be linmted to a record of each and every State enpl oye by

nanme, address, and job description and salary, which |list shal

be on file and avail able for inspection in the Governor's Ofice

during all business hours; and every audit conducted by a
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private firmof a State agency, comm ssion, departnment, or

official, at the request of a State official and each and every

audit conducted by the Auditor General, all of which are to be

kept on file in the Auditor CGeneral's office.

Section 2. Sections 2, 3 and 4 of the act are anended to
read:

Section 2. Every public record of an agency shall, at
reasonabl e times, be open for exam nation and inspection by any

citizen of the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania. "Reasonable tines"

means the hours between 9:00 o'clock A M and 4:00 o'clock P.M

of every busi ness day.

Section 3. Any citizen of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
shall have the right to take extracts or nake copies of public
records and to make photographs or photostats of the sane while
such records are in the possession, custody and control of the
| awf ul custodi an thereof or his authorized deputy. The | awf ul
cust odi an of such records shall have the right to adopt and
enforce reasonabl e rul es governing the maki ng of such extracts,

copi es, photographs or photostats but shall not, wthout cause,

del ay the acquisition of the extracts or copies for nore than

f our busi ness hours.

Section 4. Any citizen of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
denied any right granted to himby section 2 or section 3 of
this act, nmay appeal from such denial to the [Court of Comon

Pl eas of Dauphin County] Commonweal th Court if an agency of the

Commonweal th is involved, or to the court of common pleas of the
appropriate judicial district if a political subdivision or any
agency thereof is involved. If such court determ nes that such

deni al was not for just and proper cause under the terns of this

act, it may enter such order for disclosure as it may deem
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In case of nonconpliance with section 6 by the State

Treasurer, the Commpbnweal th Court nay enjoin the State Treasurer

from payi ng out any conti ngency fund appropri ations for the

durati on of the nonconpli ance.

Section 3. The act is anmended by adding two sections to
read:

Section 5. Any public official or State enpl oye who vi ol ates

the provisions of this act is quilty of a m sdeneanor and upon

convi ction thereof shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore

t han two t housand five hundred dollars ($2,500) or to

i mpri sonnent not exceedi ng si x nonths, or both.

Section 6. A conplete list of all |eqislative conti ngency

fund di sbursenents specially detailing by recei pt each

expendi ture and payroll expense shall be kept on file of the

Ofice of the State Treasurer. The list shall be updated on the

first day of each nonth. The State Treasurer shall keep al

conti ngency fund appropriations in a bank account, and shall not

rel ease nore than ten per cent of each individual appropriation

at any tine unaccounted for by recei pts which are open to public

i nspection. The recei pts shall be detailed as to each indivi dual

expendi ture within each conti ngency fund appropriati on.
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