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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
363 "

I NTRODUCED BY MELLOW AND REGOLA, JULY 3, 2008

SENATOR REGOLA, LOCAL GOVERNMENT, AS AVENDED, JULY 4, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee in
cooperation with the Departnment of Comrunity and Econom c
Devel opnent and the Local Governnent Cemmttee—eof theSenate <—
COMWM SSION to conduct a study of the inpact that tax-exenpt <—
real properties have on the fiscal health of Pennsylvania's
muni ci palities.
WHEREAS, The grow ng nunber of nunicipalities in fiscal
decl i ne i nmpacts Pennsyl vani ans and Pennsyl vani a busi nesses in
rural, suburban and urban areas; and
WHEREAS, There exists in this Commonweal th a | arge nunber of
i nportant governnental institutions, not-for-profit medical
facilities or institutions of higher learning that rely upon the
communities in which they are |located for essential governnent
services such as public safety and vital transportation and
utility infrastructures; and
WHEREAS, These nonprofit or tax-exenpt entities contribute to
the quality of life of the community through the services they

provi de, but their inpact on |ocal governnment budgets is no

different than for-profit entities; and
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WHEREAS, These nonprofit or tax-exenpt entities rely on
i nportant governnent services, yet, in sonme cases, they do not
contribute a proportional share to the costs of operating and
mai nt ai ni ng these | ocal governnent services; and

WHEREAS, CQur Pennsyl vani a conmunities are facing an epidem c
of fiscal distress as they struggle to reconcile nounting costs
for public services with stagnant or declining revenue streans
resulting in increasing property taxes for the residents and
busi nesses that reside in these nmunicipalities; and

WHEREAS, Communities facing fiscal problenms find it
increasingly difficult to maintain their infrastructure and
provi de essential services to their residents and busi nesses

wi t hout increasing taxes and fees; and

RESCLVED, That the Senate direct the Legislative Budget and

Finance Comm ttee, in cooperation with the Departnent of
Community and Econom c Devel opment and the Local Governnent
Comm-ttee—of the-Senrate COVWM SSION, to conduct a study and i ssue <—
recommendations, including, but not limted to, the creation of
new communi ty devel opnent prograns, the expansion of existing
communi ty devel opment prograns, as well as potential sources of
Commonweal th financial assistance to assist Pennsylvania's
muni ci palities; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
report its findings and recommendations to the Senate no | ater

t han Novenmber 30, 2008.

G2L82AIM 20080S0363R2303 - 2 -



