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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposing i ntegrated anendnents to the Constitution of the

Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a, making editorial changes by

repl aci ng the phrase "justice of the peace"” with "magisteri al

di strict judge."

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The followi ng integrated anendnments to the
Constitution of Pennsylvania are proposed in accordance wth
Article Xl :

(1) That Section 8(b) of Article IV be anended to read:

§ 8. Appointing power.

* * %
(b) The Governor shall fill vacancies in offices to which he
appoints by nomnating to the Senate a proper person to fill the

vacancy within 90 days of the first day of the vacancy and not
thereafter. The Senate shall act on each executive nom nation
within 25 legislative days of its subnmission. If the Senate has

not voted upon a nom nation within 15 | egislative days foll ow ng
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such subm ssion, any five nenbers of the Senate may, in witing,
request the presiding officer of the Senate to place the

nom nati on before the entire Senate body whereby the nomi nation
nmust be voted upon prior to the expiration of five |egislative
days or 25 legislative days foll ow ng subm ssion by the
Governor, whichever occurs first. If the nom nation is nade
during a recess or after adjournnent sine die, the Senate shal
act upon it within 25 legislative days after its return or
reconvening. If the Senate for any reason fails to act upon a
nom nation submtted to it within the required 25 |l egislative
days, the nom nee shall take office as if the appointnment had
been consented to by the Senate. The Governor shall in a simlar
manner fill vacancies in the offices of Auditor Ceneral, State

Treasurer, justice, judge, [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge and in any other elective office he is authorized

to fill. In the case of a vacancy in an elective office, a
person shall be elected to the office on the next election day
appropriate to the office unless the first day of the vacancy is
within two cal endar nonths inmedi ately preceding the el ection
day in which case the election shall be held on the second
succeedi ng el ection day appropriate to the office.

(2) That sections 1, 7, 10(a), (b) and (c), 12, 13 headi ng,
(a) and (b), 15 heading and (a), 16, 17(b) and (c) and 18 of
Article V be anended to read:

8§ 1. Unified judicial system

The judicial power of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a
uni fied judicial systemconsisting of the Suprenme Court, the
Superior Court, the Commonweal th Court, courts of comon pl eas,

comunity courts, municipal and traffic courts in the Gty of
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Phi | adel phi a, such other courts as nay be provided by |aw and

[justices of the peace] nmgisterial district judges. Al courts

and [justices of the peace] magisterial district judges and

their jurisdiction shall be in this unified judicial system

8§ 7. [Justices of the peace] Mgisterial district judges;

magi sterial districts.
(a) In any judicial district, other than the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, where a conmunity court has not been established
or where one has been discontinued there shall be one [justice

of the peace] nmgisterial district judge in each nagisteri al

district. The jurisdiction of the [justice of the peace]

magi sterial district judge shall be as provided by | aw

(b) The General Assenbly shall by |aw establish classes of
magi sterial districts solely on the basis of popul ati on and
popul ati on density and shall fix the salaries to be paid

[justices of the peace] nmgisterial district judges in each

cl ass. The nunber and boundaries of nagisterial districts of
each class within each judicial district shall be established by
the Suprenme Court or by the courts of common pl eas under the
direction of the Suprenme Court as required for the efficient
adm nistration of justice within each nagisterial district.
§ 10. Judicial admnistration,.

(a) The Suprene Court shall exercise general supervisory and
adm nistrative authority over all the courts and [justices of

the peace] magisterial district judges, including authority to

tenporarily assign judges and [justices of the peace]

magi sterial district judges fromone court or district to

another as it deens appropriate.
(b) The Suprene Court shall appoint a court adm nistrator

and may appoi nt such subordi nate adm nistrators and staff as may

20050S0223B0215 - 3 -
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be necessary and proper for the pronpt and proper disposition of
t he busi ness of all courts and [justices of the peace]

magi sterial district judges.

(c) The Suprene Court shall have the power to prescribe

general rules governing practice, procedure and the conduct of

all courts, [justices of the peace] nmgisterial district judges
and all officers serving process or enforcing orders, judgnents

or decrees of any court or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge, including the power to provide for assignnment

and reassi gnnent of classes of actions or classes of appeals
anong the several courts as the needs of justice shall require,
and for adm ssion to the bar and to practice |aw, and the

adm nistration of all courts and supervision of all officers of
t he Judicial Branch, if such rules are consistent with this
Constitution and neither abridge, enlarge nor nodify the
substantive rights of any litigant, nor affect the right of the
CGeneral Assenbly to determine the jurisdiction of any court or

[justice of the peace] magisterial district judge, nor suspend

nor alter any statute of limtation or repose. Al |aws shall be
suspended to the extent that they are inconsistent with rules
prescri bed under these provisions.

* %k
§ 12. Qualifications of justices, judges and [justices of the

peace] nmgisterial district judges.

(a) Justices, judges and [justices of the peace] nmgisterial

district judges shall be citizens of the Commonweal th. Justices

and judges, except the judges of the traffic court in the Cty
of Phil adel phia, shall be nmenbers of the bar of the Suprene
Court. Justices and judges of statew de courts, for a period of

one year preceding their election or appointnment and during

20050S0223B0215 - 4 -
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their continuance in office, shall reside within the
Commonweal th. OQther judges and [justices of the peace]

magi sterial district judges for a period of one year preceding

their election or appointnment and during their continuance in
office, shall reside within their respective districts, except
as provided in this article for tenporary assignnments.

(b) Judges of the traffic court in the Cty of Philadel phia

and [justices of the peace] magisterial district judges shall be

menbers of the bar of the Suprenme Court or shall conplete a
course of training and instruction in the duties of their
respective offices and pass an exam nation prior to assum ng

of fice. Such courses and exam nations shall be as provided by

I aw.

8§ 13. Election of justices, judges and [justices of the peace;]

magi sterial district judges; vacanci es.

(a) Justices, judges and [justices of the peace] nmgisterial

district judges; shall be elected at the nunicipal election next

precedi ng the comrencenent of their respective terns of office
by the electors of the Comonwealth or the respective districts
in which they are to serve.

(b) A vacancy in the office of justice, judge or []justice of

the peace] magisterial district judge shall be filled by

appoi ntment by the Governor. The appoi ntnent shall be with the
advi ce and consent of two-thirds of the nmenbers elected to the
Senate, except in the case of [justices of the peace]

magi sterial district judges which shall be by a majority. The

person so appoi nted shall serve for a termending on the first
Monday of January foll ow ng the next nunicipal election nore
than ten nonths after the vacancy occurs or for the renainder of

t he unexpired term whichever is |ess, except in the case of
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persons sel ected as additional judges to the Superior Court,
where the General Assenbly may stagger and fix the length of the
initial ternms of such additional judges by reference to any of
the first, second and third nunicipal elections nore than ten
nont hs after the additional judges are sel ected. The nmanner by
whi ch any additional judges are sel ected shall be provided by
this section for the filling of vacancies in judicial offices.

8§ 15. Tenure of justices, judges and [justices of the peace]

magi sterial district judges.

(a) The regular termof office of justices and judges shal
be ten years and the regular termof office for judges of the
muni ci pal court and traffic court in the Gty of Philadel phia

and of [justices of the peace] nmgisterial district judges shal

be six years. The tenure of any justice or judge shall not be

af fected by changes in judicial districts or by reduction in the
nunber of judges.

8§ 16. Conpensation and retirenent of justices, judges and

[justices of the peace] nmgisterial district judges.

(a) Justices, judges and [justices of the peace] nmgisterial

district judges shall be conpensated by the Commonweal th as

provi ded by |law. Their conpensation shall not be di m nished
during their terns of office, unless by |aw applying generally
to all salaried officers of the Conmonweal t h.

(b) Justices, judges and [justices of the peace] nmgisterial

district judges shall be retired upon attaining the age of 70

years. Former and retired justices, judges and [justices of the

peace] nmagisterial district judges shall receive such

conpensati on as shall be provided by |law. Except as provided by

20050S0223B0215 - 6 -
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law, no salary, retirenment benefit or other conpensati on,
present or deferred, shall be paid to any justice, judge or

[justice of the peace] magisterial district judge who, under

section 18 or under Article VI, is suspended, renoved or barred
fromholding judicial office for conviction of a felony or

m sconduct in office or conduct which prejudices the proper

adm ni stration of justice or brings the judicial office into

di sreput e.

(c) A former or retired justice or judge may, with his
consent, be assigned by the Suprenme Court on tenporary judici al
service as may be prescribed by rule of the Suprene Court.

§ 17. Prohibited activities.

(b) Justices and judges shall not engage in any activity

prohi bited by | aw and shall not violate any canon of |egal or

judicial ethics prescribed by the Supreme Court. [Justices of

the peace] Magisterial district judges shall be governed by
rul es or canons which shall be prescribed by the Suprenme Court.

(c) No justice, judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge shall be paid or accept for the perfornmance of

any judicial duty or for any service connected with his office,
any fee, enolunent or perquisite other than the salary and
expenses provi ded by | aw

8§ 18. Suspension, renoval, discipline and other sanctions.

(a) There shall be an independent board wi thin the Judicial
Branch, known as the Judicial Conduct Board, the conposition,
powers and duties of which shall be as foll ows:

(1) The board shall be conmposed of 12 nmenbers, as foll ows:

two judges, other than senior judges, one fromthe courts of

20050S0223B0215 - 7 -
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common pleas and the other fromeither the Superior Court or the

Commonweal th Court, one [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge who need not be a nenber of the bar of the

Suprene Court, three non-judge nenbers of the bar of the Suprene
Court and six non-lawer electors.
(2) The judge fromeither the Superior Court or the

Commonweal th Court, the [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge, one non-judge nenber of the bar of the Suprene

Court and three non-lawer electors shall be appointed to the
board by the Suprene Court. The judge fromthe courts of conmmon
pl eas, two non-judge nenbers of the bar of the Suprene Court and
t hree non-l awer el ectors shall be appointed to the board by the
Gover nor

(3) Except for the initial appointees whose terns shall be
provi ded by the schedule to this article, the menbers shal
serve for terms of four years. Al nenbers nust be residents of
t his Commonweal th. No nore than three of the six nenbers
appoi nted by the Suprene Court may be registered in the sane
political party. No nore than three of the six nenbers appointed
by the Governor may be registered in the sanme political party.

Menbership of a judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge shall termnate if the nenber ceases to hold the

judicial position that qualified the nmenber for the appointnent.
Menbership shall termnate if a nmenber attains a position that
woul d have rendered the nenber ineligible for appointnent at the
time of the appointnent. A vacancy shall be filled by the
respective appointing authority for the remainder of the termto
whi ch the nmenber was appoi nted. No nenber may serve nore than
four consecutive years but may be reappointed after a | apse of

one year. The Governor shall convene the board for its first

20050S0223B0215 - 8 -
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neeting. At that neeting and annually thereafter, the nenbers of
the board shall elect a chairperson. The board shall act only
with the concurrence of a majority of its nmenbers.

(4) No nmenber of the board, during the nenber's term nay
hold office in a political party or political organization.
Except for a judicial nenber, no nenber of the board, during the
menber's term may hold a conpensated public office or public
appointnment. Al nmenbers shall be reinbursed for expenses
necessarily incurred in the discharge of their official duties.

(5) The board shall prescribe general rules governing the
conduct of menbers. A nmenber nmay be renobved by the board for a
violation of the rules governing the conduct of nenbers.

(6) The board shall appoint a chief counsel and other staff,
prepare and adm nister its own budget as provided by |aw,
exerci se supervisory and adm nistrative authority over all board
staff and board functions, establish and pronmulgate its own
rul es of procedure, prepare and dissemnm nate an annual report and
take other actions as are necessary to ensure its efficient
operation. The budget request of the board shall be nade by the
board as a separate itemin the request submtted by the Suprene
Court on behalf of the Judicial Branch to the General Assenbly.

(7) The board shall receive and investigate conplaints
regardi ng judicial conduct filed by individuals or initiated by
t he board; issue subpoenas to conpel testinony under oath of
wi t nesses, including the subject of the investigation, and to
conpel the production of docunments, books, accounts and ot her
records relevant to the investigation; determ ne whether there
is probable cause to file formal charges against a justice,

judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial district judge for

conduct proscribed by this section; and present the case in

20050S0223B0215 - 9 -
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support of the charges before the Court of Judicial Discipline.
(8) Conplaints filed with the board or initiated by the
board shall not be public information. Statenents, testinony,
docunents, records or other information or evidence acquired by
the board in the conduct of an investigation shall not be public
information. A justice, judge or [justice of the peace]

magi sterial district judge who is the subject of a conplaint

filed with the board or initiated by the board or of an

i nvestigation conducted by the board shall be apprised of the
nature and content of the conplaint and afforded an opportunity
to respond fully to the conplaint prior to any probabl e cause
determi nation by the board. Al proceedings of the board shal

be confidential except when the subject of the investigation

wai ves confidentiality. If, independent of any action by the
board, the fact that an investigation by the board is in
progress beconmes a matter of public record, the board may, at
the direction of the subject of the investigation, issue a
statement to confirmthat the investigation is in progress, to
clarify the procedural aspects of the proceedings, to explain
the rights of the subject of the investigation to a fair hearing
wi t hout prejudgnent or to provide the response of the subject of
the investigation to the conplaint. In acting to dismss a
conplaint for |ack of probable cause to file formal charges, the
board may, at its discretion, issue a statenment or report to the
conpl ainant or to the subject of the conplaint, which may
contain the identity of the conplainant, the identity of the
subj ect of the conplaint, the contents and nature of the
conplaint, the actions taken in the conduct of the investigation
and the results and conclusions of the investigation. The board

may i nclude with a report a copy of information or evidence

20050S0223B0215 - 10 -
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acquired in the course of the investigation.
(9) |If the board finds probable cause to file formal charges
concerning nmental or physical disability against a justice,

judge or [justice of the peace] nmagisterial district judge, the

board shall so notify the subject of the charges and provide the
subject with an opportunity to resign fromjudicial office or,
when appropriate, to enter a rehabilitation programoprior to the
filing of the formal charges with the Court of Judici al

Di sci pline.

(10) Menbers of the board and its chief counsel and staff
shall be absolutely inmune fromsuit for all conduct in the
course of their official duties. No civil action or disciplinary
conpl aint predicated upon the filing of a conplaint or other
docunments with the board or testinony before the board may be
mai nt ai ned agai nst any conpl ai nant, w tness or counsel.

(b) There shall be a Court of Judicial Discipline, the
conposition, powers and duties of which shall be as foll ows:

(1) The court shall be conposed of a total of eight nenbers
as follows: three judges other than senior judges fromthe
courts of common pleas, the Superior Court or the Commonweal th

Court, one [justice of the peace] nmgisterial district judge,

two non-judge nmenbers of the bar of the Suprenme Court and two
non- | awyer electors. Two judges, the [justice of the peace]

magi sterial district judge and one non-lawer elector shall be

appointed to the court by the Suprenme Court. One judge, the two

non-j udge nmenbers of the bar of the Suprenme Court and one non-

| awyer elector shall be appointed to the court by the Governor.
(2) Except for the initial appointees whose terns shall be

provi ded by the schedule to this article, each nenber shal

serve for a termof four years; however, the nenber, rather than

20050S0223B0215 - 11 -
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t he nenber's successor, shall continue to participate in any
hearing in progress at the end of the nenber's term Al nenbers
nmust be residents of this Commonwealth. No nore than two of the
menber s appoi nted by the Suprenme Court may be registered in the
same political party. No nore than two of the nenbers appointed
by the Governor may be registered in the sanme political party.

Menbership of a judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge shall termnate if the judge or [justice of the

peace] nmgisterial district judge ceases to hold the judicial

position that qualified the judge or [justice of the peace]

magi sterial district judge for appointnent. Menbership shal

termnate if a nenber attains a position that would have
rendered that person ineligible for appointnment at the tine of

t he appoi ntnment. A vacancy on the court shall be filled by the
respective appointing authority for the remainder of the termto
whi ch the nmenber was appointed in the same nmanner in which the
ori gi nal appoi ntnent occurred. No nenber of the court may serve
nore than four consecutive years but may be reappointed after a
| apse of one year.

(3) The court shall prescribe general rules governing the
conduct of menbers. A nenber may be renpved by the court for a
violation of the rules of conduct prescribed by the court. No
menber, during the nmenber's termof service, may hold office in
any political party or political organization. Except for a
judicial nmenber, no nenber of the court, during the nmenber's
termof service, may hold a conpensated public office or public
appointnment. All nmenbers of the court shall be reinbursed for
expenses necessarily incurred in the discharge of their official
duti es.

(4) The court shall appoint staff and prepare and admi ni ster
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its own budget as provided by |aw and undertake actions needed
to ensure its efficient operation. Al actions of the court,
i ncludi ng disciplinary action, shall require approval by a
majority vote of the nmenbers of the court. The budget request of
the court shall be nade as a separate itemin the request by the
Suprene Court on behalf of the Judicial Branch to the CGeneral
Assenbly. The court shall adopt rules to govern the conduct of
proceedi ngs before the court.

(5) Upon the filing of formal charges with the court by the
board, the court shall pronptly schedule a hearing or hearings
to determ ne whether a sanction should be inposed against a

justice, judge or [justice of the peace] nagisterial district

judge pursuant to the provisions of this section. The court

shall be a court of record, with all the attendant duties and
powers appropriate to its function. Formal charges filed with
the court shall be a matter of public record. Al hearings
conducted by the court shall be public proceedi ngs conducted
pursuant to the rules adopted by the court and in accordance
with the principles of due process and the | aw of evidence.
Parties appearing before the court shall have a right to

di scovery pursuant to the rules adopted by the court and shal
have the right to subpoena wi tnesses and to conpel the
production of docunents, books, accounts and other records as
rel evant. The subject of the charges shall be presuned innocent
in any proceedi ng before the court, and the board shall have the
burden of proving the charges by clear and convi nci ng evi dence.
Al'l decisions of the court shall be in witing and shall contain
findings of fact and conclusions of |aw. A decision of the court
may order renoval from office, suspension, censure or other

di sci pline as authorized by this section and as warranted by the
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record.

(6) Menbers of the court and the court's staff shall be
absolutely inmmune fromsuit for all conduct in the course of
their official duties, and no civil action or disciplinary
conpl aint predicated on testinony before the court may be
mai nt ai ned agai nst any w tness or counsel.

(c) Decisions of the court shall be subject to review as
foll ows:

(1) A justice, judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge shall have the right to appeal a final adverse

order of discipline of the court. A judge or [justice of the

peace] nmgisterial district judge shall have the right to appeal

to the Suprene Court in a manner consistent with rul es adopted
by the Supreme Court; a justice shall have the right to appeal
to a special tribunal conposed of seven judges, other than
seni or judges, chosen by Iot fromthe judges of the Superior
Court and Commonweal th Court who do not sit on the Court of
Judicial Discipline or the board, in a manner consistent with
rul es adopted by the Suprenme Court. The special tribunal shal
hear and decide the appeal in the sane manner in which the
Suprene Court would hear and deci de an appeal from an order of
t he court.

(2) On appeal, the Suprene Court or special tribunal shal
review the record of the proceedings of the court as follows: on
the law, the scope of reviewis plenary; on the facts, the scope
of reviewis clearly erroneous; and, as to sanctions, the scope
of review is whether the sanctions inposed were |awful. The
Suprene Court or special tribunal may revise or reject an order
of the court upon a determination that the order did not sustain

this standard of review, otherw se, the Suprene Court or speci al
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tribunal shall affirmthe order of the court.
(3) An order of the court which dism sses a conpl ai nt

agai nst a judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial district

judge may be appeal ed by the board to the Suprenme Court, but the
appeal shall be limted to questions of Iaw. An order of the
court which dismsses a conplaint against a justice of the
Suprene Court nmay be appeal ed by the board to a special tribunal
i n accordance with paragraph (1), but the appeal shall be
l[imted to questions of |aw.

(4) No justice, judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge may partici pate as a nenber of the board, the

court, a special tribunal or the Suprene Court in any proceeding
in which the justice, judge or [justice of the peace]

magi sterial district judge is a conplainant, the subject of a

conplaint, a party or a wtness.

(d) A justice, judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge shall be subject to disciplinary action pursuant
to this section as foll ows:

(1) A justice, judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge may be suspended, renoved fromoffice or

ot herwi se disciplined for conviction of a felony; violation of
section 17 of this article; msconduct in office; neglect or
failure to performthe duties of office or conduct which

prej udi ces the proper admnistration of justice or brings the
judicial office into disrepute, whether or not the conduct
occurred while acting in a judicial capacity or is prohibited by
 aw; or conduct in violation of a canon or rule prescribed by
the Suprenme Court. In the case of a nentally or physically

di sabl ed justice, judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge, the court may enter an order of renoval from
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office, retirenent, suspension or other limtations on the
activities of the justice, judge or [justice of the peace]

magi sterial district judge as warranted by the record. Upon a

final order of the court for suspension w thout pay or renoval,

prior to any appeal, the justice, judge or [justice of the

peace] nmagisterial district judge shall be suspended or renoved
fromoffice; and the salary of the justice, judge or [justice of

the peace] magisterial district judge shall cease fromthe date

of the order.
(2) Prior to a hearing, the court may issue an interimorder
directing the suspension, with or without pay, of any justice,

judge or [justice of the peace] magisterial district |udge

agai nst whom fornal charges have been filed with the court by
t he board or agai nst whom has been filed an indictnent or
information charging a felony. An interimorder under this
par agr aph shall not be considered a final order from which an
appeal may be taken.

(3) A justice, judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge convicted of m sbehavior in office by a court,

di sbarred as a nenber of the bar of the Suprene Court or renoved
under this section shall forfeit automatically his judicial
of fice and thereafter be ineligible for judicial office.

(4) A justice, judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge who files for nomnation for or election to any

public office other than a judicial office shall forfeit
automatically his judicial office.

(5) This sectionis in addition to and not in substitution
for the provisions for inpeachnent for m sbehavior in office
contained in Article VI. No justice, judge or [justice of the

peace] nmgisterial district judge agai nst whom i npeachnent
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proceedi ngs are pending in the Senate shall exercise any of the
duties of office until acquittal.

(3) That section 7 of the Schedule to Article V be anended
to read:
§ 7. Community courts.

In a judicial district which establishes a cormunity court, a

person serving as a [justice of the peace] nmagisterial district

judge at such tine:
(a) May conplete his termexercising the jurisdiction
provi ded by law and with the conpensati on provided by |aw, and
(b) Upon conpletion of his term his office is abolished and
no judicial function of the kind heretofore exercised by a

[justice of the peace] magisterial district judge shal

thereafter be exercised other than by the community court.
(4) That the undesignated subdivision headi ng preceding
section 8 of the Schedule to Article V be anended to read:
JUSTI CES, JUDGES AND [ JUSTI CES OF THE PEACE]
MAG STERIAL DI STRI CT JUDGES

(5) That section 8 of the Schedule to Article V be anended
to read:

8 8. Justices, judges and [justices of the peace] nmgisterial

district judges.

Not wi t hst andi ng any provision in the article, a present

justice, judge or [justice of the peace] nmgisterial district

judge may conplete his termof office.
(6) That the undesignated subdivision headi ng preceding
section 12 of the Schedule to Article V be amended to read:
MAG STRATES, ALDERMEN AND [ JUSTI CES OF THE PEACE]
MAG STERIAL DI STRI CT _JUDGES AND

MAG STERI AL DI STRI CTS OTHER THAN IN THE CI TY
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(7) That sections 12, 13, 14, 21, 22, 24(b) and (c) and 26
of the Schedule to Article V be anended to read:
8§ 12. Magistrates, aldernmen and [justices of the peace]

magi sterial district judges.

An al derman, [justice of the peace] nmgisterial district
judge or nmgistrate:

(a) My conplete his term exercising the jurisdiction
provi ded by law and with the nethod of conpensation provided by
| aw prior to the adoption of this article;

(b) Shall be deenmed to have taken and passed the exani nation

required by this article for [justices of the peace] nmgisterial

district judges if he has conpleted one full termof office

before creation of a magisterial district, and
(c) At the conpletion of his term his office is abolished.
(d) Except for officers conpleting their ternms, after the
first Monday in January, 1970, no judicial function of the kind
her et of ore exerci sed by these officers, by mayors and |ike
officers in nunicipalities shall be exercised by any officer

other than the one [justice of the peace] nmgisterial district

judge el ected or appointed to serve in that magisteri al
district.
§ 13. Magisterial districts.

So that the provisions of this article regarding the
establishment of magisterial districts and the instruction and

exam nation of [justices of the peace] magisterial district

judges may be sel f-executing, until otherw se provided by law in
a manner agreeable to this article, the follow ng provisions
shall be in force:

(a) The Suprene Court or the courts of conmon pl eas under
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1 the direction of the Suprenme Court shall fix the nunber and

2 boundaries of magisterial districts of each class within each

3 judicial district by January 1, 1969, and these nmgi steri al

4 districts, except where a community court has been adopt ed,

5 shall come into existence on January 1, 1970, the [justices of
6 the peace] nmgisterial district judges thereof to be elected at
7 the municipal election in 1969. These [justices of the peace]

8 nmagisterial district judges shall retain no fine, costs or any
9 other sumthat shall be delivered into their hands for the

10 performance of any judicial duty or for any service connected
11 with their offices, but shall remt the sanme to the

12 Commonweal th, county, nunicipal subdivision, school district or
13 otherwi se as nay be provided by |aw.

14 (b) dCasses of magisterial districts.

15 (1) Magisterial districts of the first class shall have a
16 popul ation density of nore than 5,000 persons per square mle
17 and a popul ation of not |ess than 65,000 persons.

18 (i) Magisterial districts of the second class shall have a
19 popul ation density of between 1,000 and 5,000 persons per square
20 mle and a popul ati on of between 20,000 persons and 65, 000
21 persons.
22 (ti1) Magisterial districts of the third class shall have a
23 popul ation density of between 200 and 1, 000 persons per square
24 mle and a popul ati on of between 12,000 persons and 20, 000
25 persons.
26 (tv) Magisterial districts of the fourth class shall have a
27 popul ation density of between 70 and 200 persons per square mle
28 and a popul ation of between 7,500 persons and 12, 000 persons.
29 (v) Magisterial districts of the fifth class shall have a

30 population density of under 70 persons per square mle and a
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popul ati on of between 4,000 persons and 7,500 persons.

(c) Salaries of [justices of the peace] magisterial district

judges.

The salaries of the [justices of the peace] nmgisterial

district judges shall be as foll ows:

(i) Infirst class magisterial districts, $12,000 per year,

(ii) In second class magisterial districts, $10,000 per
year,

(iii) In third class magisterial districts, $8,000 per year,

(iv) In fourth and fifth class magisterial districts, $5,000
per year.

(v) The salaries here fixed shall be paid by the State
Treasurer and for such paynent this article and schedul e shal
be sufficient warrant.

(d) Course of training, instruction and exan nation. The
course of training and instruction and exam nation in civil and
crimnal |aw and procedure for a [justice of the peace]

nmagi sterial district judge shall be devised by the Departnent of

Public Instruction, and it shall adm nister this course and

exam nation to insure that [justices of the peace] nmgisterial

district judges are conpetent to performtheir duties.

§ 14. Magisterial districts.

Ef fective i medi ately upon establishnment of magisterial
districts and until otherw se prescribed the civil and crim nal
procedural rules relating to venue shall apply to magisteri al
districts; all proceedi ngs before al dernen, magistrates and

[justices of the peace] nmgisterial district judges shall be

brought in and only in a magisterial district in which occurs an
event which would give rise to venue in a court of record; the

court of common pleas upon its own notion or on application at
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any stage of proceedings shall transfer any proceeding in any

magi sterial district to the [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge for the magisterial district in which proper

venue |ies.
§ 21. Inferior courts.

Upon the establishnent of nmagisterial districts pursuant to
this article and schedul e, and unl ess ot herw se provided by |aw,
the police magistrates, including those serving in the traffic
court, the housing court and the city court shall continue as at
present. Such magi strates shall be part of the unified judicial
system and shall be subject to the general supervisory and
adm nistrative authority of the Supreme Court. Such magi strates
shall be subject to the provisions of this article and schedul e
regardi ng educati onal requirenents and prohibited activities of

[justices of the peace] nmgisterial district judges.

8§ 22. Causes, proceedi ngs, books and records.
Al'l causes and proceedi ngs pending in any abolished court or

office of the [justice of the peace] magisterial district |udge

shall be determ ned and concl uded by the court to which
jurisdiction of the proceedings has been transferred under this
schedul e and all books, dockets and records of any abolished

court or office of the [justice of the peace] nmgisterial

district judge shall becone those of the court to which, under

this schedule, jurisdiction of the proceedi ngs concerned has
been transferred.
8§ 24. Judicial discipline.

(b) O the nenbers initially appointed to the Judicial
Conduct Board, the judge appointed by the Suprene Court shal

serve a four-year term and the judge appointed by the Governor
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shall serve a three-year term The [justice of the peace]

magi sterial district judge initially appointed shall serve a

two-year term O the three non-judge nenbers of the bar of the
Suprene Court initially appointed, the first appointed by the
Governor shall serve a three-year term the next appointed by
t he Governor shall serve a two-year term and the non-judge
menber of the bar of the Suprene Court appointed by the Suprene
Court shall serve a one-year term O the six non-|lawer
el ectors initially appointed, the first appointed by the
Governor and the first appointed by the Suprene Court shal
serve a four-year term the next appointed by the Governor and
t he next appointed by the Suprenme Court shall serve a three-year
term and the next appointed by the Governor and the next
appoi nted by the Suprenme Court shall serve a two-year term

(c) O the three judges initially appointed to the Court of
Judicial Discipline, the first appointed by the Suprenme Court
shall serve a four-year term the next appointed by the Suprene
Court shall serve a three-year term and the judge appointed by
t he Governor shall serve a two-year term The [justice of the

peace] nmgisterial district judge initially appointed shal

serve a one-year term O the non-judge nmenbers of the bar
initially appointed, the first appointed shall serve a four-year
term and the next appointed shall serve a three-year term O
the two non-lawer electors initially appointed, the non-|awer
el ector appoi nted by the Governor shall serve a three-year term
and the non-| awyer el ector appointed by the Suprene Court shal
serve a two-year term
§ 26. Wits of certiorari.

Unl ess and until changed by rule of the Suprenme Court, in

addition to the right of appeal under section 9 of this article,
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t he judges of the courts of conmon pleas, within their
respective judicial districts, shall have power to issue wits
of certiorari to the nunicipal court in the Cty of

Phi | adel phia, [justices of the peace] magisterial district

judges and inferior courts not of record and to cause their
proceedi ngs to be brought before them and right and justice to
be done.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of these proposed constitutional anmendnents, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenments of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
requi red advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of these proposed constitutional anmendnents.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of these
proposed constitutional anendnents, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
t hese proposed constitutional anmendnents. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt the proposed constitutional amendnents
under section 1 to the qualified electors of this Comobnweal th
as a single ballot question at the first primary, general or
muni ci pal el ection occurring at |least three nonths after the
proposed constitutional anendnents are passed by the General

Assenbl y.
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